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Office of the Director of National Intelligence 

 
 

16 June 2026 
 

Hana Mensendiek                      
US Right to Know 
4096 Piedmont Avenue, #963 
Oakland, CA 94611-5221 
hana@usrtk.org 
 
Re: Litigation 25-cv-02164 | ODNI FOIA Case DF-2025-00480 
 
 
Dear Ms. Mensendiek: 
 

This letter is the final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to 
the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI), dated 23 May 2025 and received 
on 27 May 2025, in which you requested: 

 
“Assessment(s) and/or report(s) on the origin of the COVID-19 pandemic that have 

been produced by the ODNI since it released its declassified version of the report, 
‘Potential Links Between the Wuhan Institute of Virology and the Origin of the COVID-19 
Pandemic,’ in June 2023.”  

 
Your request was processed in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as 

amended.  This response addresses two (2) documents, Bates Pages 25-cv-02164 (DF-
2025-00480) 000003 – 000021.  ODNI considered the foreseeable harm standard as part of 
the review process and determined that certain information must be withheld pursuant to 
the following FOIA exemptions: 

 
• (b)(1), which applies to information that is currently and properly classified 

pursuant to Executive Order 13526, Section 1.4(c).  
  

• (b)(3), which applies to information exempt from disclosure by statute.  The 
relevant statute includes the National Security Act of 1947, as amended:  
 
o Section 102A(h)(1) (codified at 50 U.S.C. § 3024(h)(1)), which mandates the 

protection of intelligence sources and methods from unauthorized 
disclosure, and Section 102A(l) (codified at 50 U.S.C. § 3024 (l)), which 
protects the names and identifying information of ODNI personnel. 
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• (b)(5), which applies to information that concerns communications within or 
between agencies that are protected by legal privileges.  

 
• (b)(6), which applies to information, the release of which would clearly constitute 

an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 
 
The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) withheld information pursuant to FOIA 

exemptions (b)(1) in accordance with E.O. 13526, Section 1.4(c); and (b)(3).  The relevant 
(b)(3) statutes include: 

 
• The National Security Act of 1947, as amended, 50 U.S.C § 3024 (h)(1), Section 

102A (h)(1), and 
• The Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 U.S.C. § 3507, as amended, 

Section 6. 
 
 The Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and the National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency (NGA) withheld information pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(1) in 
accordance with E.O. 13526, Section 1.4(c).   
 
 The Department of Energy withheld information pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(1) 
in accordance with E.O. 13526, Section 1.4(a). 
 
 The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) withheld information pursuant to FOIA 
exemptions (b)(1) in accordance with E.O. 13526, Section 1.4(c); (b)(3); (b)(5); and (b)(6). 
The relevant (b)(3) statutes are 10 U.S.C. § 424 and 50 U.S.C. §3024 (h)(1).   
 
 The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) withheld information pursuant to FOIA 
exemptions (b)(1) in accordance with E.O. 13526, Section 1.4(c); (b)(3); (b)(6); and (b)(7)(C), 
(b)(7)(D) and (b)(7)(E).  The relevant (b)(3) statute is 50 U.S.C. § 3024 (h)(1). 
 
 The Department of State (DOS) a withheld information pursuant to FOIA exemptions 
(b)(1) in accordance with E.O. 13526, Section 1.4(c); and (b)(5).   
 

If you have questions, your attorney may contact Brian Levy of the Department  of 
Justice at Brian.Levy2@usdoj.gov. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

      
  

Louis P. DiNatale III 
Chief, Information Management Office 
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Enclosure  
Bates Pages 25-cv-02164 (DF-2025-00480) 000003 – 000021  
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