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(b)(3), (b)6)

From: Amanda J. Schoch-DNI-

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 5:19 PM

To: (b)(3), (b)(6)
DNI_MI_NIC_CORONAVIRUS

Cc: Morgan Muir-DNI-; ()3), (0)6)

Subject: RE: Washington Examiner:Trump spy chief calls WHO dismissal of Wuhan lab leak
hypothesis 'disingenuous’

Signed By: (BX3)

Classification: “rer=—srerr/ | IIEIENGIESEE =<~ ESl

Thanks! This is all very helpful.

Let me know if anyone feels strongly otherwise. Appreciate having what we had cleared on hand for
if/when we need it. wouId discuss with the FO before responding.

The IC does not know exactly where, when, or how the COVID-19 virus—known as SARS-COV-2—was
transmitted initially to humans. We have not determined whether the outbreak began through contact with
infected animals or if it was the result of an accident at a laboratory in Wuhan.

The virus could have emerged naturally from human contact with infected animals, spreading in a consistent
pattern with a natural epidemic. Alternatively, a laboratory accident could resemble a natural outbreak if the
initial exposure included only a few individuals and was compounded by asymptomatic infection. Scientists in
China have researched animal-derived coronaviruses under conditions that increased the risk for accidental and
potentially unwitting exposure.

Sincerely,
Amanda

Amanda Schoch
ADNI for Strategic Communications

ODNI Strategic Communications
(b)(3)
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From: (0)(3), (b)(6)

Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 3:50 PM

To: (b)3), (b)(6)

DNI_MI_NIC_CORONAVIRUS ®)X3) Amanda J. Schoch-DNI-

(b)3)

Cc: Morgan Muir-DNI- (0)3), (b)(6)

Subject: RE: Washington Examiner:Trump spy chief calls WHO dismissal of Wuhan lab leak hypothesis 'disingenuous'

Classification: “FOP—SECRET/ (b)(3) / neror/ RN

Good afternoon,

(b)(1), (b)(3)

I’'m also attaching

Please see the attached

Let me know if you have any questions—thank you,

(b)(3), (b)(6)

Deputy NIO ©)X3)

National Intelligence Council

(b)(3), (b)(6)
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From: (b)(3), (b)(6)
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 3:34 PM
To: (b)(3). (b)E) DNI_MI_NIC_CORONAVIRUS

(0)(3) Amanda J. Schoch-DNI-
Cc: Morgan Muir-DNI- (0)3), (b)(6)

Subject: RE: Washington Examiner:Trump spy chief calls WHO dismissal of Wuhan lab leak hypothesis 'disingenuous'

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED jummaido-

(b)3), (b)(3), (b)(6)

is going to forward you

which has useful context.

We could re-use the IC’'s unclassified assessment — which did appear in the text of Pomeo’s statement — below if
commentary is necessary:

The IC does not know exactly where, when, or how the COVID-19 virus—known as SARS-COV-2—was
transmitted initially to humans. We have not determined whether the outbreak began through contact with
infected animals or if it was the result of an accident at a laboratory in Wuhan.

The virus could have emerged naturally from human contact with infected animals, spreading in a consistent
pattern with a natural epidemic. Alternatively, a laboratory accident could resemble a natural outbreak if the
initial exposure included only a few individuals and was compounded by asymptomatic infection. Scientists in
China have researched animal-derived coronaviruses under conditions that increased the risk for accidental and
potentially unwitting exposure.

Let us know if we need to prepare more robust TPs.

(b)(3),
(D)(6)

(b)(3), (b)(6)
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Acting NIO

National Intelligence Council

(b)(3) (b)(6)

(b)(3), (b)(6)

From:
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 3:06 PM

To: DNI_MI_NIC_coroNAVIRUS | /-2 ). Schoch-DNI-
(b)3)

(b)(3), (b)(6)

Cc: Morgan Muir-DNI-

|

Subject: FW: Washington Examiner:Trump spy chief calls WHO dismissal of Wuhan lab leak hypothesis ‘disingenuous’

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED/Aobdo—

Amanda,

do you need

just in case you need it?

(b)3),

From: Amanda J Schoch [ EEEEEECEI
Sent: Thursday, February 11, 2021 2:21 PM
(0)(3), (b)(6)

Morgan Muir

Cc: DNI-Media (b)3)
Subject: Washington Examiner:Trump spy chief calls WHO dismissal of Wuhan lab leak hypothesis ‘disingenuous’

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED
(b)(3) - Technical Data Related to Computer Networks; No Email Content
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(b)(3) - Technical Data Related to Computer Networks; No Email Content

by Jerry Dunleavy, Justice Department Reporter

| February 11, 2021 01:19 PM

The spy chief for former President Donald Trump criticized the “disingenuous”
World Health Organization’s findings

on the origins of the coronavirus, saying U.S. intelligence did not support
the WHO's dismissal of the hypothesis that COVID-19 leaked from a lab in Wuhan,
China.

Dr. Peter Ben Embarek, the head of the visiting WHO team in Wuhan, announced
at a press conference on Tuesday

that the WHO had considered four main hypotheses: direct transmission from an
animal species to humans, transmission through an intermediate species, a
“laboratory-related incident," or transmission through frozen foods — a theory
Chinese government authorities pushed for months.

He said a jump from an animal to another animal to humans was the most
likely, but that frozen foods were also possible, but claimed an accidental
release from a Wuhan lab was “extremely unlikely” and suggested there was no
need to investigate that option any further.

The WHO is ignoring evidence about the Wuhan Institute of Virology put out

in January by the Trump State Department, John Ratcliffe, the former director
of National Intelligence, said
Wednesday.

“I think what the WHO came out and said yesterday was disingenuous. Mike
Pompeo and I worked very hard to get some of our best intelligence out before
we left the office a few weeks ago so we could talk about what we knew about
China and COVID,” Ratcliffe said on Fox News.

He added: “And some of that intelligence is this. The Chinese military
ordered scientists at the Wuhan Institute of Virology to experiment with
coronaviruses starting as far back as 2017. Some of those viruses were 96.2%
genetically similar to the current COVID-19 virus, and further, some of those

—
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scientists working on the similar coronaviruses became sick with COVID-like
symptoms in the fall of 2019.”

Pompeo said

in January that “this raises questions about the credibility of WIV senior
researcher Shi Zhengli’s public claim that there was ‘zero infection’ among the
WIV’s staff and students of SARS-CoV-2 or SARS-related viruses.” He added that
“the WIV has not been transparent nor consistent about its work” with viruses
highly similar to COVID-19, “including possible ‘gain of function’ experiments
to enhance transmissibility or lethality.”

The Wuhan lab “has engaged in classified research, including laboratory
animal experiments, on behalf of the Chinese military," the State Department
fact sheet

contended.

Ratcliffe added: "What the World Health Organization would have you believe
is, after two weeks on the ground there, talking to scientists and the doctors
selected by the Chinese Communist Party under the supervision of the Chinese
Communist Party, ... none of that, what I just related to you about our
intelligence, is relevant to a potential lab accident at Wuhan. It’s really
just disingenuous.”

The former Trump spy chief also asked a number of rhetorical questions,
hinting at Chinese culpability, saying, “If this really was a naturally
occurring virus as the WHO intimated yesterday ... if no one was to blame for
this, why would Chinese officials suppress and silence doctors and scientists
and journalists from writing about it? If no one was to blame, why would
Chinese officials prevent the world’s best scientists and the doctors from
coming to Wuhan for more than a year?”

Ratcliffe argued that “what our intelligence says is ... it was originated
from Wuhan, and whether by accident or otherwise, Chinese officials were aware
they had a controllable outbreak, but they took action that resulted in this
transferring to the rest of the world — a worldwide pandemic that killed more
than 400,000 Americans.”

Matthew Pottinger, a former Trump deputy national security adviser, said

in December 2020 that “there is a growing body of evidence to say that a
laboratory leak or accident is very much a credible possibility." Of particular
concern was the biosafety level 4 lab in Wuhan. Pottinger dismissed the WHO
inquiry as a “Potemkin exercise.”

State Department spokesman Ned Price responded

to the WHO press conference on Tuesday by saying that “I wouldn't want to be
conclusive yet before we've seen the report" and that they would be drawing "on
information collected and analyzed by our own intelligence community.” He said

4
“The Chinese, at least heretofore, had not offered the requisite transparency

—
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that we need." The Biden official also said, “I don’t think there is any
reasonable person who would argue that the coronavirus originated elsewhere”
besides China.

“I think the most troubling thing .. is if we take the best intelligence on
this, our very best intelligence, human intelligence, signals intelligence, and
we take out the word ‘China’ and ‘President Xi’ and we insert the word ‘Russia’
and ‘Vladimir Putin’ — what would this administration be saying? What would
Democrats on Capitol Hill be saying? And what would the media be writing?”
Ratcliffe said.

U.S. Embassy officials in China raised concerns

in 2018 about biosecurity at the Wuhan Institute of Virology. One State
Department cable warned about a “serious shortage of appropriately trained
technicians and investigators needed to safely operate this high-containment
laboratory."

The cable also mentioned meeting with Zhengli, known as “batwoman” for her
research related to diseases in bats.

Zhengli originally “wondered if [the municipal health authority] got it
wrong,” she told

Scientific American.
She admitted asking herself, “Could they have come from our lab?” But the
magazine said she “breathed a sigh of relief when ... none of the sequences
matched those of the viruses her team had sampled from bat caves.” Zhengli told
Chinese
state television in August 2020 that “there could not possibly have been a lab
leak.” Viruses have escaped from Chinese labs in the past.
Peter Daszak, a member of the WHO’s coronavirus origins investigative team
who previously worked with the Wuhan Institute of Virology and helped steer
National Institutes of Health funding
to it for bat coronavirus research, celebrated the WHO's findings dismissing

the lab leak hypothesis, criticized the Biden administration for seeming
skeptical of the conclusions, and defended China to CCP-linked outlets.

(b)(3), (b)(6)
Public Affairs Officer

Office of the Director of National Intelligence (ODNI)

(b)(3), (b)(6)
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