
From:   < @nara.gov>

Sent time:  07/10/2023 02:23:01 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Cc:  
Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/ASA/OCIO) < >; ; Laurence Brewer
<laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

BCc:  rm.communications@nara.gov; nara.gov

Subject:  Open - NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075

Attachments:  2023-07-10_UD-2023-0075_HHS-NIH_Open Letter_1301-1b.pdf     2023-06-29_UD20230075_RUD.pdf    
 

Dear Anthony Gibson,

The National Archives Records Administration (NARA) recently became aware of an allegation of unauthorized disposition of
agency records. Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government, Laurence Brewer, and an
associated attachment regarding this allegation referenced by case number UD-2023-0075. 

Please send the requested report to me via email by August 9, 2023. If you have any questions or concerns, don't hesitate to
get in touch with me.

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: @nara.gov 
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June 29, 2023 

Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
Senior Scientific Advisor 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
5601 Fishers Lane, MSC 9806 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Dear Dr. Morens: 

Documents in possession of the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 
(Select Subcommittee) suggest that you may have used your personal e-mail to avoid 
transparency and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), potentially intentionally deleted 
federal records, and acted in your official capacity to disparage your fellow scientists, including 
by encouraging litigation against them.  

Further, your e-mails also raise concerns that you may have knowledge or information 
suggesting Dr. Anthony Fauci, former Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID), wished to influence the COVID-19 origins narrative without his 
“fingerprints.” 

This is all very troubling and raises serious questions. As such, we are requesting 
documents and communications from your personal e-mail and cell phone that are responsive to 
the Select Subcommittee’s investigation. Additionally, pursuant to the Select Subcommittee’s 
February 13, 2023 letter, we request you sit for an in-person transcribed interview on August 2, 
2023.1  

I. You may have intentionally used your personal e-mail to avoid transparency and
FOIA and may have intentionally deleted federal records.

In one e-mail you write that you “always try to communicate over gmail because my NIH 
email is FOIA’d constantly.”2 You continue, “[d]on’t worry, just send to any of my addresses and 
I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.”3  

1 Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. on 
Oversight & Accountability, to Hon. Xavier Becerra, Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Servs. (Feb. 13, 2023). 
2 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to Peter 
Daszak, Ph.D., et. al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021).  
3 Id.  
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Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
June 29, 2023 
Page 5 

These e-mails raise additional serious concerns about your objectivity while stationed in 
the Office of the Director of NIAID—an agency that obligates billions of dollars annually. The 
Select Subcommittee has questions about whether you made or influenced any funding decisions 
based on your personal motives or biases towards scientists.  

III. You spoke with reporters regarding the origins of COVID-19 potentially because
Dr. Anthony Fauci wished to influence the COVID-19 origins narrative 
without his “fingerprints.”

Documents previously released by the Select Subcommittee established that, according to 
e-mails, Drs. Fauci and Francis Collins “prompted” the drafting of a paper to “disprove” the lab
leak theory.8 This paper turned into “The Proximal Origin of SARs-CoV-2” (Proximal Origin).9

After increased pressure from Dr. Collins, Dr. Fauci appeared to cite Proximal Origins from the
White House podium to downplay the lab leak theory.10 At the time, however, Dr. Fauci publicly
claimed to not remember the name of the paper or those who wrote it.11 Yet, in response to a
private follow-up question from a member of the press, Dr. Fauci cited Proximal Origins—the
paper he “prompted” a few months earlier—as proof COVID-19 was not the result of a lab
leak.12

New e-mails suggest that Dr. Fauci took additional efforts to tamp down the lab leak 
theory by requesting you speak with the press regarding the origins of COVID-19, because he 
did not want to directly influence the stories.13 On July 29, 2021, you wrote, “[b]ut today, to my 
total surprise, my boss tony [Fauci] actually ASKED me to speak to the National Geographic on 
the record about origins. I interpret this to mean that our government is lightening up[,] but that 
Tony doesn’t want his fingerprints on origin stories.”14  

8 Memorandum from Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic Staff to Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus 
Members (Mar. 5, 2023).  
9 Kristian Andersen, Ph.D., et. al., The Proximal Origin of SARS-CoV-2, NATURE MEDICINE (Mar 17, 2020).  
10 Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press 
Briefing, The White House (Apr. 17, 2020).  
11 Id.  
12 E-Mail from Anthony Fauci, M.D., Dir., Nat’l Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to Bill Gertz, Nat’l Sec. 
Correspondent, The Washington Times (Apr. 19, 2020).  
13 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat’l Inst. Of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to 
Jason Gale, Bloomberg (July 29, 2021).  
14 Id (emphasis added).  
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Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
June 29, 2023 
Page 7 

We may have seen that point already.”15 To be clear, investigating the source of a pandemic that 
has killed more than one million Americans is not “wasting time” or “being crazy.”16 This raises 
the question of whether this was the narrative Dr. Fauci approved you to say.  

**** 

To better assist the Select Subcommittee in its investigation of the origins of COVID-19 
and, in this case, any potential violations of federal record keeping laws, and considering your 
use of personal e-mail for official purposes specifically discussing these issues, we therefore 
request the following documents and information from any personal e-mail accounts, but 
primarily  and any personal cell phones, but primarily , 
as soon as possible but no later than July 13, 2023: 

1. All documents and communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical
reception of the following publications:

a. The Correspondence in The Lancet titled, “Statement in support of the scientists,
public health professionals, and medical professionals of China combatting
COVID-19.”

b. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, “The proximal origin of SARS-
CoV-2.”

c. The Letter in Science titled, “Investigate the origins of COVID-19.”

d. The Review in Cell Press titled, “The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review.”

e. The Publication in Science titled, “The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in
Wuhan was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic.”

f. The Publication in Science titled, “The molecular epidemiology of multiple
zoonotic origins of SARS-CoV-2.”

g. The Publication in The Lancet titled, “The Lancet Commission on lessons for the
future from the COVID-19 pandemic.”

h. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled,
“Pandemic origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention:
Solutions based on SARS-CoV-2 and other RNA viruses.”

15 Priyanka Runwal, Why it’s so tricky to trace the origin of COVID-19, NAT’L GEOGRAPHIC (Sept. 13, 2021).  
16 Jesse D. Bloom, et. al., Investigate the origins of COVID-19, SCIENCE (May 14, 2021); Jeffrey D. Sachs, et. al., 
The Lancet Commission on lessons learned for the future from the COVID-19 pandemic, THE LANCET (Sept. 14, 
2022).  
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Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
June 29, 2023 
Page 8 

i. The Report in Zenodo titled, “Genetic evidence of susceptible wildlife in SARS-
CoV-2 positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan:
Analysis and interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease
Control.”

j. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, “Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market.”

2. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan
Institute of Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between
November 1, 2019, and present between yourself and the following individuals or
regarding or referencing the following individuals:

a. Anthony Fauci
b. Francis Collins
c. Lawrence Tabak
d. Hugh Auchincloss
e. Cliff Lane
f. David Morens
g. Ping Chen
h. Ian Watson
i. Andrew Pope
j. Victor Dzau
k. Robert Redfield
l. Michael Lauer
m. David Christian Hassell
n. Jeremy Farrar
o. Robert Garry
p. Michael Farzan
q. Edward Holmes
r. W. Ian Lipkin
s. Andrew Rambaut
t. Peter Daszak
u. Aleksei Chmura
v. Kevin Olival
w. Christian Drosten
x. Ron Fouchier
y. Marion Koopmans
z. Michael Worobey
aa. Jonathan Pekar
bb. Florence Debarre
cc. Angela Rasmussen
dd. Ralph Baric
ee. James LeDuc
ff. Shi Zhengli
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Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
June 29, 2023 
Page 9 

gg. Ben Hu 
hh. Yu Ping 
ii. Yan Zhu
jj. Zhou Yusen
kk. Peter Hotez
ll. Richard Ebright

mm. Y. Alina Chan
nn. Jesse Bloom 
oo. David Relman

The Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic is authorized to investigate “the 
origins of the Coronavirus pandemic, including but not limited to the Federal Government’s 
funding of gain-of function research” and “executive branch policies, deliberations, decisions, 
activities, and internal and external communications related to the coronavirus pandemic” under 
H. Res. 5. To schedule the interview or ask any follow-up or related questions please contact
Select Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-5074.

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.  

Sincerely, 

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.  
Chairman  
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 

cc: The Honorable Raul Ruiz, Ranking Member 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic  

NARA-000010



Sent Via Email. No Hard Copy to Follow.

July 10, 2023

Anthony Gibson

Agency Records Officer

National Institutes of Health

6701 Rockledge Drive

Room 601 H

Rockville MD, 20892

Dear Anthony Gibson,

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has recently become aware of an

allegation of unauthorized disposition of National Institutes of Health (NIH) records. On June 29,

2023, the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic sent a

letter to NIH alleging that David Morens, a Senior Scientific Advisor, used a personal email

account in an apparent effort to evade the strictures of the Freedom of Information Act. The

letter included an email from Mr. Morens stating that:

As you know, I try to always communicate on gmail because my NIH email is

FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail gets to my phone, but not my NIH

computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, and I will delete

anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.

In accordance with 36 CFR 1230, NARA requests that the NIH investigate these allegations of

unauthorized disposition of NIH email records. Please provide a comprehensive report within 30

days detailing NIH’s findings. If an unauthorized disposition occurred, please ensure your report

includes a complete description of the records involved, including volume and dates of the

records, any salvage, recovery, or restoration efforts, and all safeguards that will be

implemented to prevent the future unauthorized disposition of agency records.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you wish to discuss further, please do not hesitate

to contact me at Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov.
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Sincerely,

LAURENCE BREWER

Chief Records Officer

for the U.S. Government

Enclosure

cc: Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson, Acting Department Records Officer

Cheryl Campbell, Assistant Secretary for Administration

NARA-000012



From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  07/10/2023 05:00:10 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Cc:  
Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA) < ; Laurence Brewer
<laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Open - NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075
 

Good afternoon, 
 
Receipt acknowledged.
 
Thank you,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 2:23 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA) <
Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Open ‐ NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Dear Anthony Gibson,
 
The National Archives Records Administration (NARA) recently became aware of an allegation of unauthorized
disposition of agency records. Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S.
Government, Laurence Brewer, and an associated attachment regarding this allegation referenced by case
number UD-2023-0075. 
 
Please send the requested report to me via email by August 9, 2023. If you have any questions or concerns,
don't hesitate to get in touch with me.
 
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  08/09/2023 05:09:56 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Cc:  
Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA) < ; Laurence
Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Open - NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075

Attachments:  
NIH Records Officer Response 2023-07-10_UD-2023-0075_HHS-NIH_Open Letter_1301-1b.pdf     2023-07-10_UD-2023-0075_HHS-
NIH_Open Letter_1301-1b.pdf     2023-06-29_UD20230075_RUD.pdf    

 

Good morning, 
 
The NIH appreciates the opportunity to report our findings, please see the attached.
 
Best regards,
 
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
301‐402‐8425
anthony.gibson@nih.gov
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 2:23 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA) <
Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Open ‐ NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Dear Anthony Gibson,
 
The National Archives Records Administration (NARA) recently became aware of an allegation of unauthorized
disposition of agency records. Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S.
Government, Laurence Brewer, and an associated attachment regarding this allegation referenced by case
number UD-2023-0075. 
 
Please send the requested report to me via email by August 9, 2023. If you have any questions or concerns,
don't hesitate to get in touch with me.
 
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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Sent Via Email. No Hard Copy to Follow.

July 10, 2023

Anthony Gibson

Agency Records Officer

National Institutes of Health

6701 Rockledge Drive

Room 601 H

Rockville MD, 20892

Dear Anthony Gibson,

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has recently become aware of an

allegation of unauthorized disposition of National Institutes of Health (NIH) records. On June 29,

2023, the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic sent a

letter to NIH alleging that David Morens, a Senior Scientific Advisor, used a personal email

account in an apparent effort to evade the strictures of the Freedom of Information Act. The

letter included an email from Mr. Morens stating that:

As you know, I try to always communicate on gmail because my NIH email is

FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail gets to my phone, but not my NIH

computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, and I will delete

anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.

In accordance with 36 CFR 1230, NARA requests that the NIH investigate these allegations of

unauthorized disposition of NIH email records. Please provide a comprehensive report within 30

days detailing NIH’s findings. If an unauthorized disposition occurred, please ensure your report

includes a complete description of the records involved, including volume and dates of the

records, any salvage, recovery, or restoration efforts, and all safeguards that will be

implemented to prevent the future unauthorized disposition of agency records.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you wish to discuss further, please do not hesitate

to contact me at Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov.
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Sincerely,

LAURENCE BREWER

Chief Records Officer

for the U.S. Government

Enclosure

cc: Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson, Acting Department Records Officer

Cheryl Campbell, Assistant Secretary for Administration

NARA-000016



June 29, 2023 

Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
Senior Scientific Advisor 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
5601 Fishers Lane, MSC 9806 
Bethesda, MD 20892 

Dear Dr. Morens: 

Documents in possession of the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 
(Select Subcommittee) suggest that you may have used your personal e-mail to avoid 
transparency and the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), potentially intentionally deleted 
federal records, and acted in your official capacity to disparage your fellow scientists, including 
by encouraging litigation against them.  

Further, your e-mails also raise concerns that you may have knowledge or information 
suggesting Dr. Anthony Fauci, former Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID), wished to influence the COVID-19 origins narrative without his 
“fingerprints.” 

This is all very troubling and raises serious questions. As such, we are requesting 
documents and communications from your personal e-mail and cell phone that are responsive to 
the Select Subcommittee’s investigation. Additionally, pursuant to the Select Subcommittee’s 
February 13, 2023 letter, we request you sit for an in-person transcribed interview on August 2, 
2023.1  

I. You may have intentionally used your personal e-mail to avoid transparency and
FOIA and may have intentionally deleted federal records.

In one e-mail you write that you “always try to communicate over gmail because my NIH 
email is FOIA’d constantly.”2 You continue, “[d]on’t worry, just send to any of my addresses and 
I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.”3  

1 Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. on 
Oversight & Accountability, to Hon. Xavier Becerra, Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Servs. (Feb. 13, 2023). 
2 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to Peter 
Daszak, Ph.D., et. al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021).  
3 Id.  

20
23

-0
6-

29
_U

D
20

23
00

75
_R

U
D

.p
df

20
23

-0
6-

29
_U

D
20

23
00

75
_R

U
D

.p
df

NARA-000017



20
23

-0
6-

29
_U

D
20

23
00

75
_R

U
D

.p
df

NARA-000018



20
23

-0
6-

29
_U

D
20

23
00

75
_R

U
D

.p
df

NARA-000019



20
23

-0
6-

29
_U

D
20

23
00

75
_R

U
D

.p
df

NARA-000020



Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
June 29, 2023 
Page 5 

These e-mails raise additional serious concerns about your objectivity while stationed in 
the Office of the Director of NIAID—an agency that obligates billions of dollars annually. The 
Select Subcommittee has questions about whether you made or influenced any funding decisions 
based on your personal motives or biases towards scientists.  

III. You spoke with reporters regarding the origins of COVID-19 potentially because
Dr. Anthony Fauci wished to influence the COVID-19 origins narrative 
without his “fingerprints.”

Documents previously released by the Select Subcommittee established that, according to 
e-mails, Drs. Fauci and Francis Collins “prompted” the drafting of a paper to “disprove” the lab
leak theory.8 This paper turned into “The Proximal Origin of SARs-CoV-2” (Proximal Origin).9

After increased pressure from Dr. Collins, Dr. Fauci appeared to cite Proximal Origins from the
White House podium to downplay the lab leak theory.10 At the time, however, Dr. Fauci publicly
claimed to not remember the name of the paper or those who wrote it.11 Yet, in response to a
private follow-up question from a member of the press, Dr. Fauci cited Proximal Origins—the
paper he “prompted” a few months earlier—as proof COVID-19 was not the result of a lab
leak.12

New e-mails suggest that Dr. Fauci took additional efforts to tamp down the lab leak 
theory by requesting you speak with the press regarding the origins of COVID-19, because he 
did not want to directly influence the stories.13 On July 29, 2021, you wrote, “[b]ut today, to my 
total surprise, my boss tony [Fauci] actually ASKED me to speak to the National Geographic on 
the record about origins. I interpret this to mean that our government is lightening up[,] but that 
Tony doesn’t want his fingerprints on origin stories.”14  

8 Memorandum from Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic Staff to Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus 
Members (Mar. 5, 2023).  
9 Kristian Andersen, Ph.D., et. al., The Proximal Origin of SARS-CoV-2, NATURE MEDICINE (Mar 17, 2020).  
10 Remarks by President Trump, Vice President Pence, and Members of the Coronavirus Task Force in Press 
Briefing, The White House (Apr. 17, 2020).  
11 Id.  
12 E-Mail from Anthony Fauci, M.D., Dir., Nat’l Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to Bill Gertz, Nat’l Sec. 
Correspondent, The Washington Times (Apr. 19, 2020).  
13 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat’l Inst. Of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, to 
Jason Gale, Bloomberg (July 29, 2021).  
14 Id (emphasis added).  
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Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
June 29, 2023 
Page 7 

We may have seen that point already.”15 To be clear, investigating the source of a pandemic that 
has killed more than one million Americans is not “wasting time” or “being crazy.”16 This raises 
the question of whether this was the narrative Dr. Fauci approved you to say.  

**** 

To better assist the Select Subcommittee in its investigation of the origins of COVID-19 
and, in this case, any potential violations of federal record keeping laws, and considering your 
use of personal e-mail for official purposes specifically discussing these issues, we therefore 
request the following documents and information from any personal e-mail accounts, but 
primarily  and any personal cell phones, but primarily , 
as soon as possible but no later than July 13, 2023: 

1. All documents and communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical
reception of the following publications:

a. The Correspondence in The Lancet titled, “Statement in support of the scientists,
public health professionals, and medical professionals of China combatting
COVID-19.”

b. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, “The proximal origin of SARS-
CoV-2.”

c. The Letter in Science titled, “Investigate the origins of COVID-19.”

d. The Review in Cell Press titled, “The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review.”

e. The Publication in Science titled, “The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in
Wuhan was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic.”

f. The Publication in Science titled, “The molecular epidemiology of multiple
zoonotic origins of SARS-CoV-2.”

g. The Publication in The Lancet titled, “The Lancet Commission on lessons for the
future from the COVID-19 pandemic.”

h. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled,
“Pandemic origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention:
Solutions based on SARS-CoV-2 and other RNA viruses.”

15 Priyanka Runwal, Why it’s so tricky to trace the origin of COVID-19, NAT’L GEOGRAPHIC (Sept. 13, 2021).  
16 Jesse D. Bloom, et. al., Investigate the origins of COVID-19, SCIENCE (May 14, 2021); Jeffrey D. Sachs, et. al., 
The Lancet Commission on lessons learned for the future from the COVID-19 pandemic, THE LANCET (Sept. 14, 
2022).  
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Page 8 

i. The Report in Zenodo titled, “Genetic evidence of susceptible wildlife in SARS-
CoV-2 positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan:
Analysis and interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease
Control.”

j. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, “Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market.”

2. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan
Institute of Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between
November 1, 2019, and present between yourself and the following individuals or
regarding or referencing the following individuals:

a. Anthony Fauci
b. Francis Collins
c. Lawrence Tabak
d. Hugh Auchincloss
e. Cliff Lane
f. David Morens
g. Ping Chen
h. Ian Watson
i. Andrew Pope
j. Victor Dzau
k. Robert Redfield
l. Michael Lauer
m. David Christian Hassell
n. Jeremy Farrar
o. Robert Garry
p. Michael Farzan
q. Edward Holmes
r. W. Ian Lipkin
s. Andrew Rambaut
t. Peter Daszak
u. Aleksei Chmura
v. Kevin Olival
w. Christian Drosten
x. Ron Fouchier
y. Marion Koopmans
z. Michael Worobey
aa. Jonathan Pekar
bb. Florence Debarre
cc. Angela Rasmussen
dd. Ralph Baric
ee. James LeDuc
ff. Shi Zhengli
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Mr. David Morens, M.D. 
June 29, 2023 
Page 9 

gg. Ben Hu 
hh. Yu Ping 
ii. Yan Zhu
jj. Zhou Yusen
kk. Peter Hotez
ll. Richard Ebright

mm. Y. Alina Chan
nn. Jesse Bloom 
oo. David Relman

The Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic is authorized to investigate “the 
origins of the Coronavirus pandemic, including but not limited to the Federal Government’s 
funding of gain-of function research” and “executive branch policies, deliberations, decisions, 
activities, and internal and external communications related to the coronavirus pandemic” under 
H. Res. 5. To schedule the interview or ask any follow-up or related questions please contact
Select Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-5074.

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.  

Sincerely, 

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.  
Chairman  
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 

cc: The Honorable Raul Ruiz, Ranking Member 
Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic  
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PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: 08/9/2023 
 
TO:  Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government 
   National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
 
CC:  Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
   Senior Agency Official for Records Management 
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
    
   Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson, Acting Department Records Officer  
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)  

 
     
  Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division 

   National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
    
FROM: Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
   Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management 
   Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
   Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
   anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 
 
SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE - National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) request 

for a response to allegations of unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health 
(NIH) records (UD-202-0075) 

 
DELIVERABLE: 
No later than August 9, 2023, the NIH Records Officer will submit as requested, information regarding 
NIH’s investigation into this allegation; including a description of the actions taken to investigate the 
matter and the relevant findings that led to NIH’s determination to:   

 Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) (via email) with a copy to U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) Senior 
Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM) and Departmental Records Officer (DRO). 
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RESPONSE (CERTIFICATION):  
 
NIH has completed an investigation of allegations of unauthorized disposition and certifies findings that 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), has no evidence that any federal records within 
their custody have been prematurely destroyed; as related to Dr. David Morens’ alleged use of personal 
email accounts to conduct NIH business; as outlined in a Letter received from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, 
Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on Oversight & 
Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 2023). 
 
All Agency/Institute records are managed in accordance with federal recordkeeping requirements as 
stipulated in 36 CFR 1222.22 (c).  
 
ISSUE:  
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Open Letter dated July 10, 
2023, from Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government. 
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), NARA requested the NIH investigate allegations of 
unauthorized disposition as outlined in a Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select 
Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on Oversight & Accountability, 
addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 2023), referencing the following: 
 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D.,  
et. al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021), stating: “As you know, I try to always 
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail 
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, 
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.”  

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and the following documents and information 
from any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones. 

3. All documents and communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical reception of 
the publications specified in the Select Subcommittee letter. 

4. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between November 1, 2019, and 
present between Dr. Morens and the individuals specified in the Select Subcommittee letter. 
 

SCOPE: Following is a listing of the actions taken to investigate the matter and the relevant findings 
that led to NIH’s determination and certification that there is no evidence that any federal records within  
their custody have been prematurely destroyed, as related to Dr. David Morens’ alleged use of personal 
email accounts to conduct NIH business: 
 
A. The Executive Officer, NIAID, conducted an interview with Dr. Morens; at which time he was 

formally made aware of the allegation as cited in the Select Subcommittee letter.  
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B. NIAID provided Dr. Morens with a Knowledge of Agreement (dated July 19, 2023) requesting he 

comply with the following actions, to be completed no later than Wednesday, July 26, 2023.  
 

1. Locate, mark for records hold, and provide to the Institute: 
• a copy of all records, documents, data, and information to include working drafts and 

peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or instant messages (“communications”) 
created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email addresses/devices using his 
Government or personal email accounts or any other associated accounts/mobile devices, 
whether Government-furnished or personal 

• all documents and communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical 
reception of the COVID related publications  

• a detailed list of any responsive communications that were deleted. 
  

2. Acknowledge the following: 
• Receipt of notification by way of the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the 

Coronavirus Pandemic that alleged you used a personal email account as a method of 
conducting official government business in an apparent effort to evade the strictures of 
the Freedom of Information Act, including the statement that you would delete any NIH 
or personal emails that you “don’t want to see in the New York Times”. 

• You understand that it is stipulated in the NIH Information Technology (IT) General 
Rules of Behavior that employees must: 

o Use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) to perform official duties 
or to connect to NIH IT resources. 

o Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, 
including but not limited to federal records [media neutral], and other NIH 
information from unauthorized access, use, modification, destruction, theft, 
disclosure, loss, damage, or abuse, and in accordance with NIH information 
handling policies. 

o Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 
o Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data 

without official approval. Using personal phones to take phone calls or attend 
remote meetings is permitted. 

o Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at 
NIH to internal and external sources. (Note: While teleworking, 
managers/coworkers are encouraged to use Skype, Microsoft Teams, and 
ZoomGov to communicate essential NIH business. Other messaging services such 
as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently approved.) 

• Unauthorized Records Destruction: You understand that Federal employees must not 
remove Federal records from Government custody without proper authorization. Under 
36 CFR 1222.24. 
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3. Transfer to your official NIH account all communications related to NIH work or sent with a 
NIH signature block from personal email accounts. 

 
C. Dr. Morens acknowledged the agreement (signed and submitted July 20, 2023). 
 
D. Dr. Morens stated (July 21, 2023) that he was not conducting NIH business on his personal email 

account. Nonetheless, he identified and began to forward materials to NIH by July 25, 2023, as 
requested. As of July 26, 2023, he provided notes as to the manner in which he searched his personal 
email account. He also reported that he had not delete any substantive communications. 
 

E. To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the Department of Health and Human 
Services issued to all staff a Notice regarding Records Retention Requirements. The notice 
addressed Rules of Behavior for General Users, 44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for 
Official Business Conducted Using Non-Official Electronic Messaging Accounts, HHS Policy for 
Implementing Electronic Mail (Email) Records Management, and NARA Bulletin 2015-05, 
Guidance on Managing Electronic Messages. 
 

In closing, the NIH appreciates the opportunity to report our findings and respectfully requests that 
NARA close this matter, certifying that a thorough investigation and response from Dr. Morens 
confirms finding that there was no unauthorized destruction of federal records. The NIH, an Operating 
Division of HHS, remains fully committed to effective governance and the continued preservation of all 
federal records.  
 
As the NIH Agency Records Officer, Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this               
coordinated response, as submitted: anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
Records Officer, NIH 
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REFERENCE: 
 
The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) was recently made aware of allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health (NIH) records, as outlined in a Letter from Hon. 
Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight & Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 
2023), referencing the following: 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. 
al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021) stating: “As you know, I try to always 
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail 
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, 
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.” 

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and specified documents and information from 
any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones. 

 
 

NARA-000030



From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  08/10/2023 07:06:35 AM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Cc:  
Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA) < ; Laurence Brewer
<laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] Open - NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075
 

Good morning Anthony,

Received. 

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 

On Wed, Aug 9, 2023 at 5:11 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, 

 

The NIH appreciates the opportunity to report our findings, please see the attached.

 

Best regards,

 

 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson

NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch

National Institutes of Health

Office of Management Assessment

Division of Compliance Management

6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)

Suite 601 (H)

Bethesda, MD 20892

301-402-8425

anthony.gibson@nih.gov

 

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 2:23 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
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Cc: Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA)
< ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Open - NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075

 

Dear Anthony Gibson,

 

The National Archives Records Administration (NARA) recently became aware of an allegation of
unauthorized disposition of agency records. Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the
U.S. Government, Laurence Brewer, and an associated attachment regarding this allegation referenced
by case number UD-2023-0075. 

 

Please send the requested report to me via email by August 9, 2023. If you have any questions or concerns,
don't hesitate to get in touch with me.

 

 

Best regards,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 

Email: nara.gov 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  08/23/2023 02:06:02 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Cc:  Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/ASA/OCIO) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

BCc:  margaret.hawkins@nara.gov

Subject:  NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
 

Good afternoon Anthony,

On August 17, 2023, NARA received a request from the staff of a minority member on the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee (HSGAC) for your report dated August 9, 2023, regarding allegations of personal email use by Dr. David Morens
(unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075). 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to the committee member.  If not, please
explain the basis for this decision.  Also, if sensitive portions need to be redacted, NARA can complete those redactions under your
direction or can pass on your redacted version to the committee. If the report cannot be released in full or in part, we will advise the
committee member to direct further requests to your office.

For NARA to reply to the request in a timely manner, please respond to this email within 5 business days. Thank you for your attention
to this matter.

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
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From:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Sent time:  08/23/2023 02:15:19 PM

To:  anthony.gibson@nih.gov

Subject:  Out of Office: RE: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
 

Thank you for your message. I am on leave this week, checking periodically, and will reply when I am back at work on
August 28.

If you require an immediate response, please contact Margaret Hawkins, Director, Records Management Operations at
Margaret.Hawkins@nara.gov.

-- 

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  08/23/2023 02:15:01 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Cc:  Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
 

Good afternoon, 
 
The NIH, has no objections to NARA releasing, the Agency’s response document for unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐
0075.
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
301‐402‐8425
 
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow‐up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good afternoon Anthony,
 
On August 17, 2023, NARA received a request from the staff of a minority member on the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC) for your report dated August 9, 2023, regarding
allegations of personal email use by Dr. David Morens (unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075). 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to the committee
member.  If not, please explain the basis for this decision.  Also, if sensitive portions need to be redacted, NARA
can complete those redactions under your direction or can pass on your redacted version to the committee. If the
report cannot be released in full or in part, we will advise the committee member to direct further requests to your
office.

For NARA to reply to the request in a timely manner, please respond to this email within 5 business days. Thank
you for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  08/23/2023 02:25:51 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Cc:  Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

BCc:  nara.gov

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
 

Hi Anthony,  Great, and thank you for the quick response. 

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 

On Wed, Aug 23, 2023 at 2:15 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon, 

 

The NIH, has no objections to NARA releasing, the Agency’s response document for unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-
0075.

 

Best regards,

 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson

NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch

National Institutes of Health

Office of Management Assessment

Division of Compliance Management

6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)

Suite 601 (H)

Bethesda, MD 20892

301-402-8425

 

 

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
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Good afternoon Anthony,

 

On August 17, 2023, NARA received a request from the staff of a minority member on the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC) for your report dated August 9, 2023, regarding
allegations of personal email use by Dr. David Morens (unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075). 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to the committee
member.  If not, please explain the basis for this decision.  Also, if sensitive portions need to be redacted, NARA
can complete those redactions under your direction or can pass on your redacted version to the committee. If the
report cannot be released in full or in part, we will advise the committee member to direct further requests to your
office.

For NARA to reply to the request in a timely manner, please respond to this email within 5 business days. Thank
you for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 

Email: nara.gov 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  08/24/2023 07:09:44 AM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
 

Good morning, 
 
Would you happen to know when NARA plans to forward the NIH’s response to the staff of a minority member on the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC)?
 
Thank you,
 
Anthony
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:26 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow‐up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Hi Anthony,  Great, and thank you for the quick response. 
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
 
 
On Wed, Aug 23, 2023 at 2:15 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon, 
 
The NIH, has no objections to NARA releasing, the Agency’s response document for unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐
0075.
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
301‐402‐8425
 
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow‐up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good afternoon Anthony,
 
On August 17, 2023, NARA received a request from the staff of a minority member on the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC) for your report dated August 9, 2023, regarding
allegations of personal email use by Dr. David Morens (unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075). 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to the committee
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member.  If not, please explain the basis for this decision.  Also, if sensitive portions need to be redacted, NARA
can complete those redactions under your direction or can pass on your redacted version to the committee. If
the report cannot be released in full or in part, we will advise the committee member to direct further requests to
your office.

For NARA to reply to the request in a timely manner, please respond to this email within 5 business days. Thank
you for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  08/24/2023 08:12:58 AM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
 

Good morning, Anthony,

I don't believe the report has been sent yet, but I am not sure when it will be sent because NARA's congressional affairs liaison will send
the report. Would you like to be copied on the email transmission of the report? 

And please feel free to address me by my first name,  

Thanks,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 

On Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 7:09 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, 

 

Would you happen to know when NARA plans to forward the NIH’s response to the staff of a minority member on the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC)?

 

Thank you,

 

Anthony

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:26 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075

 

Hi Anthony,  Great, and thank you for the quick response. 

 

Best regards,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 
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Email: nara.gov 

 

 

On Wed, Aug 23, 2023 at 2:15 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon, 

 

The NIH, has no objections to NARA releasing, the Agency’s response document for unauthorized disposition case UD-
2023-0075.

 

Best regards,

 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson

NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch

National Institutes of Health

Office of Management Assessment

Division of Compliance Management

6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)

Suite 601 (H)

Bethesda, MD 20892

301-402-8425

 

 

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075

 

Good afternoon Anthony,

 

On August 17, 2023, NARA received a request from the staff of a minority member on the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC) for your report dated August 9, 2023, regarding
allegations of personal email use by Dr. David Morens (unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075). 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to the
committee member.  If not, please explain the basis for this decision.  Also, if sensitive portions need to be
redacted, NARA can complete those redactions under your direction or can pass on your redacted version to
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the committee. If the report cannot be released in full or in part, we will advise the committee member to direct
further requests to your office.

For NARA to reply to the request in a timely manner, please respond to this email within 5 business days.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 

Email: nara.gov 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  08/24/2023 08:36:57 AM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow-up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075
 

Good morning, 
 
Thank you and yes, I would be most appreciative, if you all could copy me in on the transmission.
 
Have a wonderful day!
 
Anthony
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2023 8:13 AM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow‐up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good morning, Anthony,
 
I don't believe the report has been sent yet, but I am not sure when it will be sent because NARA's congressional
affairs liaison will send the report. Would you like to be copied on the email transmission of the report? 
 
And please feel free to address me by my first name,  
 
Thanks,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
 
 
On Thu, Aug 24, 2023 at 7:09 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, 
 
Would you happen to know when NARA plans to forward the NIH’s response to the staff of a minority member on the
Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC)?
 
Thank you,
 
Anthony
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:26 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow‐up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Hi Anthony,  Great, and thank you for the quick response. 
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
 
 
On Wed, Aug 23, 2023 at 2:15 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon,
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The NIH, has no objections to NARA releasing, the Agency’s response document for unauthorized disposition case UD‐
2023‐0075.
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892

 
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 2:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NARA follow‐up regarding unauthorized disposition case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good afternoon Anthony,
 
On August 17, 2023, NARA received a request from the staff of a minority member on the Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC) for your report dated August 9, 2023, regarding
allegations of personal email use by Dr. David Morens (unauthorized disposition case UD-2023-0075). 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to the
committee member.  If not, please explain the basis for this decision.  Also, if sensitive portions need to be
redacted, NARA can complete those redactions under your direction or can pass on your redacted version to
the committee. If the report cannot be released in full or in part, we will advise the committee member to direct
further requests to your office.

For NARA to reply to the request in a timely manner, please respond to this email within 5 business days.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and are confident the content is safe.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  08/25/2023 02:49:56 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Cc:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  Fwd: July 10 2023 Letter to NIH

Attachments:  2023-08-09_UD20230075_Rpt (1).pdf    
 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

NARA's Director of Congressional Affairs sent NIH's report to the HSGAC, and I did not see your name in the cc block of the email, so I
am sending it just in case you were not bcc'd. 

Thanks, and have a great weekend,

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: John Hamilton <john.hamilton@nara.gov>
Date: Fri, Aug 25, 2023 at 2:40 PM
Subject: Re: July 10 2023 Letter to NIH
To:  (HSGAC) <
Cc: <  <   (HSGAC)
<  <  <UnauthorizedDisposition@nara.gov>, Brewer,
Laurence <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>,  < nara.gov>

Hi   

I am responding on behalf of my colleague Laurence Brewer to your request for the report to NARA from the
NIH in regard to our inquiry about an unauthorized disposition of federal records matter.   That report from
the NIH is attached to this email. 

Let me know if you have any questions.

Best,
John

From:  (HSGAC) <
Date: Thu, Aug 17, 2023 at 3:27 PM
Subject: July 10 2023 Letter to NIH
To: laurence.brewer@nara.gov <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Cc:  (HSGAC) <   (HSGAC)
<   (HSGAC) <  
(HSGAC) <

Mr. Brewer,

We are aware of your letter to NIH regarding Dr. David Morens. Your office requested that NIH provide a report within 30 days.
Has NIH provided you a report? If so, our office is interested in reviewing that report. We’re happy to talk about this request.
Thank you. 

 

-- 
John O. Hamilton
Director of Congressional Affairs
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
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Washington, DC 20408-0001
PH: 202-357-6832
Cell: 

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov (b) (6)
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Privileged & Confidential Version 08 August 23, NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM)  

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

 
 
PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: 08/9/2023 
 
TO:  Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government 
   National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
 
CC:  Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
   Senior Agency Official for Records Management 
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
    
   Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson, Acting Department Records Officer  
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)  

 
     
  Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division 

   National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
    
FROM: Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
   Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management 
   Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
   Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
   anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 
 
SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE - National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) request 

for a response to allegations of unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health 
(NIH) records (UD-202-0075) 

 
DELIVERABLE: 
No later than August 9, 2023, the NIH Records Officer will submit as requested, information regarding 
NIH’s investigation into this allegation; including a description of the actions taken to investigate the 
matter and the relevant findings that led to NIH’s determination to:   

 Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) (via email) with a copy to U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) Senior 
Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM) and Departmental Records Officer (DRO). 
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Privileged & Confidential Version 08 August 23, NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM)  

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

RESPONSE (CERTIFICATION):  
 
NIH has completed an investigation of allegations of unauthorized disposition and certifies findings that 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), has no evidence that any federal records within 
their custody have been prematurely destroyed; as related to Dr. David Morens’ alleged use of personal 
email accounts to conduct NIH business; as outlined in a Letter received from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, 
Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on Oversight & 
Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 2023). 
 
All Agency/Institute records are managed in accordance with federal recordkeeping requirements as 
stipulated in 36 CFR 1222.22 (c).  
 
ISSUE:  
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Open Letter dated July 10, 
2023, from Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government. 
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), NARA requested the NIH investigate allegations of 
unauthorized disposition as outlined in a Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select 
Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on Oversight & Accountability, 
addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 2023), referencing the following: 
 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D.,  
et. al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021), stating: “As you know, I try to always 
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail 
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, 
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.”  

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and the following documents and information 
from any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones. 

3. All documents and communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical reception of 
the publications specified in the Select Subcommittee letter. 

4. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between November 1, 2019, and 
present between Dr. Morens and the individuals specified in the Select Subcommittee letter. 
 

SCOPE: Following is a listing of the actions taken to investigate the matter and the relevant findings 
that led to NIH’s determination and certification that there is no evidence that any federal records within  
their custody have been prematurely destroyed, as related to Dr. David Morens’ alleged use of personal 
email accounts to conduct NIH business: 
 
A. The Executive Officer, NIAID, conducted an interview with Dr. Morens; at which time he was 

formally made aware of the allegation as cited in the Select Subcommittee letter.  
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Privileged & Confidential Version 08 August 23, NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM)  

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

 
B. NIAID provided Dr. Morens with a Knowledge of Agreement (dated July 19, 2023) requesting he 

comply with the following actions, to be completed no later than Wednesday, July 26, 2023.  
 

1. Locate, mark for records hold, and provide to the Institute: 
• a copy of all records, documents, data, and information to include working drafts and 

peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or instant messages (“communications”) 
created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email addresses/devices using his 
Government or personal email accounts or any other associated accounts/mobile devices, 
whether Government-furnished or personal 

• all documents and communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical 
reception of the COVID related publications  

• a detailed list of any responsive communications that were deleted. 
  

2. Acknowledge the following: 
• Receipt of notification by way of the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the 

Coronavirus Pandemic that alleged you used a personal email account as a method of 
conducting official government business in an apparent effort to evade the strictures of 
the Freedom of Information Act, including the statement that you would delete any NIH 
or personal emails that you “don’t want to see in the New York Times”. 

• You understand that it is stipulated in the NIH Information Technology (IT) General 
Rules of Behavior that employees must: 

o Use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) to perform official duties 
or to connect to NIH IT resources. 

o Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, 
including but not limited to federal records [media neutral], and other NIH 
information from unauthorized access, use, modification, destruction, theft, 
disclosure, loss, damage, or abuse, and in accordance with NIH information 
handling policies. 

o Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 
o Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data 

without official approval. Using personal phones to take phone calls or attend 
remote meetings is permitted. 

o Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at 
NIH to internal and external sources. (Note: While teleworking, 
managers/coworkers are encouraged to use Skype, Microsoft Teams, and 
ZoomGov to communicate essential NIH business. Other messaging services such 
as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently approved.) 

• Unauthorized Records Destruction: You understand that Federal employees must not 
remove Federal records from Government custody without proper authorization. Under 
36 CFR 1222.24. 
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Privileged & Confidential Version 08 August 23, NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM)  

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

3. Transfer to your official NIH account all communications related to NIH work or sent with a 
NIH signature block from personal email accounts. 

 
C. Dr. Morens acknowledged the agreement (signed and submitted July 20, 2023). 
 
D. Dr. Morens stated (July 21, 2023) that he was not conducting NIH business on his personal email 

account. Nonetheless, he identified and began to forward materials to NIH by July 25, 2023, as 
requested. As of July 26, 2023, he provided notes as to the manner in which he searched his personal 
email account. He also reported that he had not delete any substantive communications. 
 

E. To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the Department of Health and Human 
Services issued to all staff a Notice regarding Records Retention Requirements. The notice 
addressed Rules of Behavior for General Users, 44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for 
Official Business Conducted Using Non-Official Electronic Messaging Accounts, HHS Policy for 
Implementing Electronic Mail (Email) Records Management, and NARA Bulletin 2015-05, 
Guidance on Managing Electronic Messages. 
 

In closing, the NIH appreciates the opportunity to report our findings and respectfully requests that 
NARA close this matter, certifying that a thorough investigation and response from Dr. Morens 
confirms finding that there was no unauthorized destruction of federal records. The NIH, an Operating 
Division of HHS, remains fully committed to effective governance and the continued preservation of all 
federal records.  
 
As the NIH Agency Records Officer, Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this               
coordinated response, as submitted: anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
Records Officer, NIH 
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Privileged & Confidential Version 08 August 23, NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM)  

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

REFERENCE: 
 
The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) was recently made aware of allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health (NIH) records, as outlined in a Letter from Hon. 
Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight & Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 
2023), referencing the following: 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. 
al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021) stating: “As you know, I try to always 
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail 
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, 
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.” 

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and specified documents and information from 
any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones. 
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  08/28/2023 07:47:20 AM

To:   < nara.gov>

Cc:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: July 10 2023 Letter to NIH
 

Good morning,
 
Thank you, wishing you a great week.
 
Best,
 
Anthony
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 25, 2023 2:50 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc:  < @nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: July 10 2023 Letter to NIH
 
 
Good afternoon, Anthony,
 
NARA's Director of Congressional Affairs sent NIH's report to the HSGAC, and I did not see your name in the cc
block of the email, so I am sending it just in case you were not bcc'd. 
 
Thanks, and have a great weekend,
 

 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: John Hamilton <john.hamilton@nara.gov>
Date: Fri, Aug 25, 2023 at 2:40 PM
Subject: Re: July 10 2023 Letter to NIH
To:  (HSGAC) <
Cc: <  <   (HSGAC)
<  <  <UnauthorizedDisposition@nara.gov>, Brewer,
Laurence <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>,  < nara.gov>
 

Hi   
 
I am responding on behalf of my colleague Laurence Brewer to your request for the report to NARA from the NIH in
regard to our inquiry about an unauthorized disposition of federal records matter.   That report from the NIH is
attached to this email. 
 
Let me know if you have any questions.
 
Best,
John
 
 
 
From:  (HSGAC) <
Date: Thu, Aug 17, 2023 at 3:27 PM
Subject: July 10 2023 Letter to NIH
To: laurence.brewer@nara.gov <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Cc:  (HSGAC) <   (HSGAC)
<   (HSGAC) <  
(HSGAC) <
 

Mr. Brewer,
 
We are aware of your letter to NIH regarding Dr. David Morens. Your office requested that NIH provide a report within 30 days.
Has NIH provided you a report? If so, our office is interested in reviewing that report. We’re happy to talk about this request.
Thank you. 
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‐‐
John O. Hamilton
Director of Congressional Affairs
National Archives and Records Administration
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20408‐0001
PH: 202‐357‐6832
Cell: 
 

Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  09/13/2023 10:05:07 AM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Subject:  Another request for UD-2023-0075 report
 

Good morning, Anthony,

I hope my email finds you well. NARA has received another request for NIH's UD-2023-0075 report. The request comes from
representatives at America First Legal (AFL), a non-profit entity in Washington, DC. 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to AFL. 

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  09/13/2023 10:09:48 AM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  Automatic reply: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD-2023-0075 report
 

Good day, I am currently Out of Office, (01 -  13, September), with limited connectivity. If you need immediate assistance during my
absence, please contact the Records Management Support Office @ nihrecordsmanagement@nih.gov, or call 301‐496‐4606.
Otherwise I will respond to your emails as soon as possible, upon my return.
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony D. Cawley Gibson
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  09/14/2023 08:20:31 AM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD-2023-0075 report
 

Good morning, 
 
Is this case considered closed as NARA, has accepted the NIH’s findings or is it still open pending further investigation and final
adjudication?
I have no objections to NARA sharing the NIH’s report with other federal agencies; however, I do have a concern with sharing
our response to outside entities for a case that has not yet been adjudicated.
 
Thank you,
 
Anthony
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 10:05 AM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD‐2023‐0075 report
 
Good morning, Anthony,
 
I hope my email finds you well. NARA has received another request for NIH's UD-2023-0075 report. The request
comes from representatives at America First Legal (AFL), a non-profit entity in Washington, DC. 
 
NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to AFL. 
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  09/14/2023 02:38:51 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

BCc:  nara.gov

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD-2023-0075 report
 

Good afternoon, Anthony.

Thanks for your response. Since sharing it with NARA senior management, Laurence has communicated that the case remains open as
the report is still with senior management and that NARA will refer all public requests for the report to NIH. I anticipate
receiving instructions on how they want to proceed on this case very soon. Thanks again, and have a great evening.

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 

On Thu, Sep 14, 2023 at 8:20 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, ,

 

Is this case considered closed as NARA, has accepted the NIH’s findings or is it still open pending further investigation and final
adjudication?

I have no objections to NARA sharing the NIH’s report with other federal agencies; however, I do have a concern with sharing
our response to outside entities for a case that has not yet been adjudicated.

 

Thank you,

 

Anthony

 

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 10:05 AM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD-2023-0075 report

 

Good morning, Anthony,

 

I hope my email finds you well. NARA has received another request for NIH's UD-2023-0075 report. The request
comes from representatives at America First Legal (AFL), a non-profit entity in Washington, DC. 

 

NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to AFL. 
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Best regards,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 

Email: nara.gov 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  09/14/2023 05:31:30 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD-2023-0075 report
 

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you very much for the update.
 
Best,
 
Anthony
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 14, 2023 2:39 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD‐2023‐0075 report
 
Good afternoon, Anthony.
 
Thanks for your response. Since sharing it with NARA senior management, Laurence has communicated that the
case remains open as the report is still with senior management and that NARA will refer all public requests for the
report to NIH. I anticipate receiving instructions on how they want to proceed on this case very soon. Thanks again,
and have a great evening.
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
 
 
On Thu, Sep 14, 2023 at 8:20 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, 
 
Is this case considered closed as NARA, has accepted the NIH’s findings or is it still open pending further investigation and
final adjudication?
I have no objections to NARA sharing the NIH’s report with other federal agencies; however, I do have a concern with sharing
our response to outside entities for a case that has not yet been adjudicated.
 
Thank you,
 
Anthony
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 10:05 AM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Another request for UD‐2023‐0075 report
 
Good morning, Anthony,
 
I hope my email finds you well. NARA has received another request for NIH's UD-2023-0075 report. The request
comes from representatives at America First Legal (AFL), a non-profit entity in Washington, DC. 
 
NARA would like to comply with this request. Please advise if the report can be released in full to AFL. 
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
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Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  09/15/2023 02:17:29 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Cc:  Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/ASA/OCIO) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

BCc:  nara.gov

Subject:  Follow-up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075

Attachments:  2023-09-15_UD-2023-0075_HHS_NIH_Follow-up Letter_1301-1b.pdf    
 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government, Laurence Brewer, regarding UD-2023-0075. Please
send the requested information to me via email by Friday, September 29, 2023. If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate
to contact me. Thanks, and have a great weekend.

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
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Sent Via Email. No Hard Copy to Follow.

September 15, 2023

Anthony Gibson
Agency Records Officer
National Institutes of Health
6701 Rockledge Drive
Room 601 H
Rockville MD, 20892

Dear Anthony Gibson,

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) received the National Institutes of
Health’s (NIH) report dated August 9, 2023, regarding allegations of unauthorized disposition of
agency records related to Dr. David Morens’ use of personal email to allegedly evade the
strictures of the Freedom of Information Act.

NARA understands that, as part of NIH’s investigation, Dr. David Morens was interviewed,
signed a Knowledge of Agreement, and was instructed to locate, mark for records hold, and
transfer located records from his personal email to NIH.

NARA requests that NIH provide copies of the signed Knowledge of Agreement, any notes Dr.
Morens provided as to the manner in which he searched his personal email account, a
description of the emails he forwarded to NIH as a result of his search, the number of emails
forwarded, and a description of the non-substantive communications he reported deleting from
his personal email account.

Please forward this information within ten business days of the date of this letter. I appreciate
your continued attention to this important matter. If you have any questions or wish to discuss
further, please contact me at Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov.

Sincerely,

LAURENCE BREWER
Chief Records Officer
for the U.S. Government
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cc: Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson
Acting Department Records Officer
(b) (6)
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  09/15/2023 02:23:46 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Cc:  Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Follow-up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075
 

Good afternoon, 
 
Receipt acknowledged.
 
Thank you,
 
Anthony
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2023 2:17 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Follow‐up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good afternoon, Anthony,
 
Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government, Laurence Brewer, regarding
UD-2023-0075. Please send the requested information to me via email by Friday, September 29, 2023. If you
have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. Thanks, and have a great weekend.
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  09/29/2023 08:34:41 AM

To:   < nara.gov>

Cc:  Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Follow-up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075

Attachments:  

2023-09-15_UD-2023-0075_HHS_NIH_Follow-up Letter_1301-1b.pdf     NIH Records Officer Follow up Response _NIAID_ Morens_NARA
Allegations of Unauthorized Records Destruction 20230929_Final.pdf     NIH Records Officer Notification_NIAID_NARA Allegations of
Unauthorized Records Destruction 10 July 2023 (002)fc.pdf     NIAID Notification to Morens-NARA Allegations of Unauthorized Records
Destruction 19 July 2023.pdf     07 26 2023 to jh Morens notes on searching for requeted covid materials.pdf    

 

Good morning, 
 
I hope this email finds you well. please see the attached, NIH’s response to NARA’s follow‐up request.

HHS, NIH, Follow‐up Letter
NIH Records Officer Follow – up Response
NIH Records Officer Notification NIAID
NIAID Notification and Acknowledgement Notification to Dr. Morens (Signed)
Dr. Morens’ Handwritten Notes Detailing His Search

 
Have a wonderful week.
 
Best,
 
Anthony
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2023 2:17 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Follow‐up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good afternoon, Anthony,
 
Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government, Laurence Brewer, regarding
UD-2023-0075. Please send the requested information to me via email by Friday, September 29, 2023. If you
have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. Thanks, and have a great weekend.
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: 19 July 2023  
 
TO: David Morens, Ph.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Disease 
(NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
 
CC: Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer  
Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management (DCM), 
Office of Management Assessment (OMA), Office of Management (OM), Office of the Director (OD)  
 
FROM: Jill R. Harper, Ph.D. Deputy Director for Science Management, NIAID, NIH  
 
SUBJECT: TIME SENSITIVE - In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) is requesting in an open letter a response to allegations of unauthorized disposition of 
NIH records to assist in its investigation of any potential violations of federal record keeping laws, regulations, 
or policies. 
 
Dear Dr. Morens, 
 
This memorandum requires your immediate action.  By close of business on July 26, I request that you:  
 

1. Locate, mark for litigation hold and provide a copy to me of all records, documents, data and 
information to include working drafts and peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or instant 
messages (“communications”) created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email 
addresses/devices using: 
• dmorens@niaid.nih.gov,  
• gmail.com, or 
• any other associated accounts/mobile devices government sponsored or personal.  

This is to include: 

a. All documents and Communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical reception of 
the following publications: 

i. The Correspondence in The Lancet titled, “Statement in support of the scientists, public 
health professionals, and medical professionals of China combatting COVID-19.” 

ii. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, “The proximal origin of SARS-CoV-2.” 
iii. The Letter in Science titled, “Investigate the origins of COVID-19.” 
iv. The Review in Cell Press titled, “The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review.” 
v. The Publication in Science titled, “The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan was 

the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
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vi. The Publication in Science titled, “The molecular epidemiology of multiple zoonotic 
origins of SARS-CoV-2.” 

vii. The Publication in The Lancet titled, “The Lancet Commission on lessons for the future 
from the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

viii. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled, “Pandemic 
origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention: Solutions based on 
SARS-CoV-2 and other RNA viruses.” 

ix. The Report in Zenodo titled, “Genetic evidence of susceptible wildlife in SARS-CoV-2 
positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan: Analysis and 
interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease Control.” 

x. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, “Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the 
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market. 
 

b. All documents and Communications regarding the Wuhan Institute of Virology, EcoHealth 
Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 from 1 November 2019, to present. 

 
2. Provide a detailed list to me of any Communications that were deleted  

Please ensure your report contains a complete description of the records involved, including volume and 
dates of the records, any salvage, recovery, or restoration efforts, and all safeguards that will be 
implemented to prevent the future unauthorized disposition of agency records. 
 

3. Acknowledge the following:  
a. NIH received notification by way of the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the 

Coronavirus Pandemic that alleged you used a personal email account ( gmail.com) as a 
method of conducting official government business in an apparent effort to evade the strictures of 
the Freedom of Information Act. Including the statement that you would delete any NIH or personal 
emails that you “don’t want to see in the New York Times”. 

b. You understand that it is stipulated in the NIH IT General Rules of Behavior that employees must: 
• Use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) to perform official duties or to 

connect to NIH IT resources (excluding NIH public websites and other public use systems). 
• Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, including but 

not limited to hardware, software, sensitive information, federal records [media neutral], and 
other NIH information from unauthorized access, use, modification, destruction, theft, 
disclosure, loss, damage, or abuse, and in accordance with NIH information handling 
policies. 

• Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 
• Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data without 

official approval. Using personal phones to take phone calls or attend remote meetings is 
permitted. 

• Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at NIH to 
internal and external sources. (Note: While teleworking, managers/coworkers are encouraged 
to use Skype, Microsoft Teams, and ZoomGov to communicate essential NIH business. 
Other messaging services such as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently approved.   

c. You understand that Federal employees must not remove Federal records from Government custody 
without proper authorization. Under 36 CFR 1222.24 

• Unauthorized Records Destruction: means disposal of an unscheduled or permanent record; 
disposal prior to the end of the NARA-approved retention period of a temporary record 
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(other than court-ordered disposal under § 1226.14(d) of this subchapter); and disposal of a 
record subject to a FOIA request, litigation hold, or any other hold requirement to retain the 
records. 

• The ICO must report promptly any unlawful or accidental removal, defacing, alteration, or
destruction of records in their custody to the NIH Records Officer. Title 36 / Chapter XII /
Subchapter B / Part 1230

• While it is prohibited for NIH employees to use personal email accounts to conduct official
agency business. In the event of an emergency situations when Federal accounts are not
accessible or when an employee is initially contacted through a personal account. In these
situations, agency employees must ensure that all Federal records sent or received on
personal email systems are captured and managed in accordance with agency
recordkeeping practices and procedures to ensure compliance with other statutes and
obligations, such as Litigation Hold, FOIA and discovery.

• The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 2911 as amended by Pub. L. 113-187): Electronic
messages created or received in a personal account under the conduct of official NIH
business must be forwarded to an official electronic messaging account within 20 days of
receipt and/or creation.

4. Agree to immediately transfer all communications related to your NIH work or sent with a NIH
signature block from your personal email accounts to your official NIH account.  This is to be completed
no later than Wednesday, July 26.

I, David Morens, acknowledge and agree to the above: 

Signature: 

Title: Senior Advisor to the Director, NIAID, NIH

Date: 20 July 2023
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Sent Via Email. No Hard Copy to Follow.

September 15, 2023

Anthony Gibson
Agency Records Officer
National Institutes of Health
6701 Rockledge Drive
Room 601 H
Rockville MD, 20892

Dear Anthony Gibson,

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) received the National Institutes of
Health’s (NIH) report dated August 9, 2023, regarding allegations of unauthorized disposition of
agency records related to Dr. David Morens’ use of personal email to allegedly evade the
strictures of the Freedom of Information Act.

NARA understands that, as part of NIH’s investigation, Dr. David Morens was interviewed,
signed a Knowledge of Agreement, and was instructed to locate, mark for records hold, and
transfer located records from his personal email to NIH.

NARA requests that NIH provide copies of the signed Knowledge of Agreement, any notes Dr.
Morens provided as to the manner in which he searched his personal email account, a
description of the emails he forwarded to NIH as a result of his search, the number of emails
forwarded, and a description of the non-substantive communications he reported deleting from
his personal email account.

Please forward this information within ten business days of the date of this letter. I appreciate
your continued attention to this important matter. If you have any questions or wish to discuss
further, please contact me at Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov.

Sincerely,

LAURENCE BREWER
Chief Records Officer
for the U.S. Government
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cc: Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson
Acting Department Records Officer
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PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 07/12/2023 

TO: Jill R. Harper, Ph.D. NIAID Deputy Director, Science Management 

CC: Colleen Boyd (NIAID) 

FROM: Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management 
Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 

SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE - National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) request 
for a response to allegations of unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health 
(NIH) records 

ISSUE: 
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Open Letter (10 July 2023), 
Allegations of Unauthorized Disposition (UAD) of National Institute of Health (NIH) records (Laurence 
Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government). 

In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), NARA is requesting that NIH investigate the 
allegations of unauthorized disposition related to: 

a. David Morens, Senior Scientific Advisor, use of personal email account (GMAIL) in an apparent
effort to evade the strictures of the Freedom of Information Act

b. as referenced by email (Gmail) dated 09 September 202, Subject: Here’s the latest line of attack
today…. 

c. to the following individuals: Peter Daszak, Robert F. Garry, Kristian G. Andersen, Edward
Holmes, Jason Gale, Rasmussen Angie, Robert Kessler, Stephen Goldstein.

DELIVERABLES: 

Privileged & Confidential Version 12 July 23 NIH Records Officer Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) Office of the 

Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
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Privileged & Confidential Version 12 July 23 NIH Records Officer Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) Office of the 

Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

1) No later than 04 August 2023, the National Institute of Allergy, and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)
shall provide a detailed report to the NIH Records Officer at anthony.gibson@nih.gov.

2) No later than 10 August 2023, the U.S. Health, and Human Services (HHS) Departmental Records
Officer will submit the NIH final report to NARA.

SCOPE: The full and final NIAID/NIH report to NARA must include: 

a. A complete description of the records allegedly destroyed, including volume and dates of the
records.

b. NARA approved disposition authority(s) that covers these records.

c. Details related to the destruction of the records.

d. Any efforts made to salvage, recover, or restore the destroyed records.

e. Safeguards that will be implemented to prevent future unauthorized disposition of agency records.

As the NIH Agency Records Officer, Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this 
coordinated response, anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 

The following has been identified as NIAID’s Records Management point of contact: 
• Colleen Boyd  or )

REFERENCE: 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has recently become aware of an 
allegation of unauthorized disposition of National Institutes of Health (NIH) records. On June 29, 
2023, the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic sent a 
letter to NIH alleging that David Morens, a Senior Scientific Advisor, used a personal email 
account in an apparent effort to evade the strictures of the Freedom of Information Act. The 
letter included an email from Mr. Morens stating that: 

As you know, I try to always communicate on gmail because my NIH email is 
FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail gets to my phone, but not my NIH 
computer. . .. Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, and I will delete anything I don’t 
want to see in the New York Times. 

(b) (6) (b) (6)

NARA-000072

mailto:anthony.gibson@nih.gov
mailto:anthony.gibson@nih.gov


07 26 2023 to jh M
orens notes on searching for requeted covid m
aterials.pdf

07 26 2023 to jh M
orens notes on searching for requeted covid m
aterials.pdf (b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
NARA-000073



07 26 2023 to jh M
orens notes on searching for requeted covid m
aterials.pdf

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

NARA-000074

(b) (6)



NARA-000075
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Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

 
 
PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: 09/29/2023 
 
TO:  Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government 
   National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
 
CC:  Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for Administration,  
   Senior Agency Official for Records Management  
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
  
    
   Jacqlyn Smith-Simpson, Acting Department Records Officer  
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)  

 
     
  Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division 

   National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
    
FROM: Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
   Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management 
   Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
   Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
   anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 
 
SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE - National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) request 

for a response to allegations of unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health 
(NIH) records (2023-09-15_UD-2023-0075) 

 
DELIVERABLE: 

No later than 29 September 2023, the NIH Records Officer will submit as requested, information 
regarding NIH’s investigation into this allegation; including a description of the actions taken to 
investigate the matter and the relevant findings that led to NIH’s determination to:  

 Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) (via email) with a copy to U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) 
Senior Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM) and Departmental Records Officer (DRO). 
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Privileged & Confidential Version 29 September 23, NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) Office of the 

Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

RESPONSE (CERTIFICATION):  

 
NIH has completed an investigation of allegations of unauthorized disposition and certifies findings that 
the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), has no evidence that any federal records within 
their custody have been prematurely destroyed; as related to Dr. David Morens’ alleged use of personal 
email accounts to conduct NIH business; as outlined in a Letter received from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, 
Chairman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. on Oversight & Accountability, 
to Hon. Xavier Becerra, Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Servs. (Feb. 13, 2023). 
 
All Agency/Institute records are managed in accordance with federal recordkeeping requirements as 
stipulated in 36 CFR 1222.22 (c).  
 
ISSUE:  
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) UD-2023-0075-HHS-NIH-
Follow-up Letter, 1301-1b (15 September 2023), Allegations of Unauthorized Disposition (UAD) of 
National Institute of Health (NIH) records (Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. 
Government). 
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), NARA requested the NIH investigate allegations of 
unauthorized disposition as outlined in a Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcomm. 
on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. on Oversight & Accountability, to Hon. Xavier Becerra, 
Sec’y, U.S. Dept of Health and Human Servs. (Feb. 13, 2023), referencing the following: 
 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID), to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. 
(Sept. 9, 2021), stating: “As you know, I try to always communicate on gmail because my NIH 
email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail gets to my phone, but not my NIH 
computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, and I will delete 
anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.” 
 
2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and the following documents and information 
from any personal e-mail accounts, but primarily gmail.com, and any personal cell 
phones, but primarily . All documents and communications regarding the 
drafting, publication, or critical reception of the following publications:  
 

a. The Correspondence in The Lancet titled, “Statement in support of the scientists, 
public health professionals, and medical professionals of China combatting COVID-19.” 
 
b. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, “The proximal origin of SARS-CoV-
2.” 
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 c. The Letter in Science titled, “Investigate the origins of COVID-19.” 
  
 d. The Review in Cell Press titled, “The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review.” 

 
e. The Publication in Science titled, “The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan 
was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
 
f. The Publication in Science titled, “The molecular epidemiology of multiple zoonotic 
origins of SARS-CoV-2.” 
 
g. The Publication in The Lancet titled, “The Lancet Commission on lessons for the 
future from the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
 
h. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled, 
“Pandemic origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention: Solutions 
based on SARS-CoV-2 and other RNA viruses.” 
 
i. The Report in Zenodo titled, “Genetic evidence of susceptible wildlife in SARS-CoV-2 
positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan: Analysis and 
interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease Control.” 
 
j. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, “Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the 
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market.” 
 

3. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan Institute 
of Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between November 1, 2019, 
and present between yourself and the following individuals or regarding or referencing the 
following individuals: 

 a. Anthony Fauci 

b. Francis Collins 

c. Lawrence Tabak 

d. Hugh Auchincloss 

e. Cliff Lane 

f. David Morens 

g. Ping Chen 

h. Ian Watson 

i. Andrew Pope 
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j. Victor Dzau 

k. Robert Redfield 

l. Michael Lauer 

m. David Christian Hassell 

n. Jeremy Farrar 

o. Robert Garry 

p. Michael Farzan 

q. Edward Holmes 

r. W. Ian Lipkin 

s. Andrew Rambaut 

t. Peter Daszak 

u. Aleksei Chmura 

v. Kevin Olival 

w. Christian Drosten 

x. Ron Fouchier 

y. Marion Koopmans 

z. Michael Worobey 

aa. Jonathan Pekar 

bb. Florence Debarre 

cc. Angela Rasmussen 

dd. Ralph Baric 

ee. James LeDuc 

ff. Shi Zhengli 

gg. Ben Hu 

hh. Yu Ping 

ii. Yan Zhu 

jj. Zhou Yusen 
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kk. Peter Hotez 

ll. Richard Ebright 

mm. Y. Alina Chan 

nn. Jesse Bloom 

oo. David Relman 

SCOPE: Following is a listing of the actions taken to investigate the matter and the relevant findings 
that led to NIH’s determination and certification that there is no evidence that any federal records within 
their custody have been prematurely destroyed, as related to Dr. David Morens’ alleged use of personal 
email accounts to conduct NIH business: 
 
A. The Executive Officer, National Institute of Allergy, and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) conducted an 

interview with Dr. Morens; at which time he was formally made aware of the allegation as cited in 
the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic letter (addressed to both Dr. Morens and the 
Office of the Director, NIAID).  

 
As a result of the interview: 
B.  NIAID provided Dr. Morens with a Knowledge of Agreement (dated July 19, 2023) requesting he 
comply with the following actions, to be completed no later than Wednesday, July 26, 2023.  
 
Dr. Morens acknowledged the agreement and fully complied with the following actions, signed, and 
submitted 20 July 2023, as follows:  
 
  1.   Locate, mark for litigation hold and provide to the Institute a copy of all records, documents, 
data, and information to include working drafts and peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or 
instant messages (“communications”) created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email 
addresses/devices using: 

a. dmorens@niaid.nih.gov, 
b. gmail.com, or 
c. any other associated accounts/mobile devices government sponsored or personal 

   
  2.  All documents and Communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical reception 
of the COVID related publications; 
 
  3.  Provide to the Institute a detailed list of any Communications that were deleted; and 
 
  4.  Acknowledge the following: 
    
 a. Receipt of notification by way of the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the 
Coronavirus Pandemic that alleged you used a personal email account ( gmail.com) as a 
method of conducting official government business in an apparent effort to evade the strictures of the 
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Freedom of Information Act. Including the statement that you would delete any NIH or personal emails 
that you “don’t want to see in the New York Times”. 
 
 b.  You understand that it is stipulated in the NIH Information Technology (IT) General Rules of 
Behavior that employees must: 

• Use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) to perform official duties or to 
connect to NIH IT resources. 
• Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, including 
but not limited to federal records [media neutral], and other NIH information from 
unauthorized access, use, modification, destruction, theft, disclosure, loss, damage, or 
abuse, and in accordance with NIH information handling policies. 
• Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 
• Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data without 
official approval. Using personal phones to take phone calls or attend remote meetings is 
permitted. 
• Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at NIH 
to internal and external sources. (Note: While teleworking, managers/coworkers are 
encouraged to use Skype, Microsoft Teams, and ZoomGov to communicate essential 
NIH business. Other messaging services such as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently 
approved. 
• Unauthorized Records Destruction: You understand that Federal employees must not 
remove Federal records from Government custody without proper authorization. Under 
36 CFR 1222.24. 
• Agree to immediately transfer all communications related to your NIH work or sent 
with a NIH signature block from your personal email accounts to your official NIH 
account. 
 

 C.  Statement from Dr. Morens, dated July 21, 2023: “I have never done nih business on my gmail 
account.  The misunderstanding of the subcommittee comes, I believe, from one facetious joking email I 
sent to a group of scientists-friends trying to support our colleagues (Daszak, Holmes, Rasmussen, and a 
few others, and by default Tony) who were being stalked and threatened with death by organized groups 
of people who believed scientists created the pandemic.  The goal of these networking emails was to 
support these scientists, who are my friends and who were living in literal terror.  However, since this 
wasn’t really government business, and contained a lot of dark humor, and I knew that my emails had 
been and would be foia’d, potentially allowing their private worries to become public, I kept repeatedly 
trying to get them to stop sending stuff to my govt email.” “These science "support group" friends were 
a core group of 7 people, occasionally one or more added for specific reasons, all but me 
nongovernment scientists.” 
 
  1.  July 25, 2023, Dr Morens identified and began to forward all subject materials he could find 
to his NIH email account, .pst drive titled COVID-19, subfolder “materials to JH (EO).   
 
  2.  “All of the files, through the date of 7 25 2023 are gmails forwarded to my email.  There are 
undoubtedly quite a few duplicates, in part because someone resent me a gmail of one I already had, 
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and because when I went back a second time to check to be sure my searches turn up the same results, I 
got doubles, i.e., not only the original gmails showed up on the searches, but the exact same gmails 
which had previously been sent to my email.”  
 
  3.  “July 26, 2023 are pdfs of: 
    1) hardcopy materials from my office and files I found and scanned,  

 2) materials related to my search approaches, including a 2-page handwritten log of 
what I did,  
3) lists of names I searched on, and  
4) all 19 of my publications on COVID-19, because many of these publications included 
coauthors on the SSCP list as well as ideas and conclusions at the time.” 

 
  4.  “My first search was as follows.  I got copies of all 10 publications identified by the SSCP, 
printed them out, and made a list of all coauthors who I either know of, or might have, or definitely did 
correspond with.  This amounted to 24 people, 8 of whom I have published papers with and three more 
with whom I might at some point long in the past published but couldn't immediately remember if/where.  
Five of these names are people with whom I published on the subject of COVID.  Searching on these 24 
names, I found 80 emails, not counting exact duplicates. 
                    

a) Of those 10 papers listed by the SSCP, I had no recollection of any communications about those 
papers specifically, and found no gmails about those publications;   

b) However, I did find gmails about other papers not listed by the SSCP, including some I co-wrote 
with them.  Looking through my hardcopy materials going back to 2019 I found that I had 
printed out and saved two of these papers, by Pekar and by Worobey. 

c) My second gmail search was from the additional list you sent me on 07 21.  I did searches on all 
of the names on that list that were not on the first list and turned up relatively little, I think one 
from Farzan, one from Lipkin, 3 from Olival, 2 from Drosten, 1 from Koopmans, 1 from 
Worobey and 2 from LeDuc, but none of those were related to communications asked for by the 
SSCP.  Few if any were actually FROM or TO those people, they are mostly emails sent to me 
that mention them, or in a few cases they and I were on a big distribution list. 

d) I have, as I expected, no correspondence with any author about the 10 papers specifically, 
although I have corresponded with some of those authors on other matters.” 

 
  5.  “Regarding, "Communications I deleted", I never deleted any specific thing from either my 
gmail or email other than my daily pruning of mail messages.  These are predominantly from my inbox 
and inbox subfolders, from sent mail, from deleted, and from junk mail.  When I receive a mail I need to 
keep for future purposes, I move it to the relevant pst folder related to the subject.  Aside from Greg's 
feeds, which are in the COVID pst, most of those are in the MSS pst.  I occasionally delete some of those 
when time permits, but I expect that most are still there in my email and, as mentioned above, some did 
show up in my gmail.” 
 
D. Furthermore, to ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the Department of Health 
and Human Services issued to all staff a Notice regarding Records Retention Requirements, Rules of 
Behavior for general Users, 44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted 
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Privileged & Confidential Version 29 September 23, NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) Office of the 

Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

Using Non-Official Electronic Messaging Accounts, HHS Policy for Implementing Electronic Mail 
(Email) Records Management and NARA Bulletin 2015-05, Guidance on Managing Electronic 
Messages. 
Additionally, to further mitigate the risk of an unauthorized destruction, the NIH identified 5 current 
and/or former employees named in the Chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus 
Pandemic’s correspondence and each of their Official NIH Email Accounts have been placed on 
Litigation hold, an estimated 357,826 items, 474.47 GB. 
 
In closing, the NIH appreciates the opportunity to report our findings and respectfully requests that 
NARA close this matter, certifying that a thorough investigation and response from Dr. Morens 
confirms finding that there was no unauthorized destruction of federal records. The NIH, an Operating 
Division of HHS, remains fully committed to effective governance and the continued preservation of all 
federal records.  
 
As the NIH Agency Records Officer, Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this               
coordinated response, as submitted: anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 
 
Respectfully, 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
Records Officer, NIH 
 
 
REFERENCE: 
 
The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) was recently made aware of allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health (NIH) records, as outlined in a Letter from Hon. 
Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. on Oversight & 
Accountability, to Hon. Xavier Becerra, Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Health and Human Servs. (Feb. 13, 2023), 
referencing the following: 
  1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & 
Infectious Diseases, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021). 
      stating: “As you know, I try to always communicate on gmail because my NIH email is 
FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail gets to my phone, but not my NIH 
computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, and I will delete 
anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.” 
 

2.  Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and the following documents and information 
from any personal e-mail accounts, but primarily gmail.com, and any personal cell phones, 
but primarily . 
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  10/02/2023 12:37:55 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Cc:  Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] Follow-up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075
 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

I was out sick on Friday. Just wanted to confirm receipt of the information you've provided. Thanks and I will be in touch soon. 

Best regards and have a great week,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 

On Fri, Sep 29, 2023 at 8:36 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, 

 

I hope this email finds you well. please see the attached, NIH’s response to NARA’s follow-up request.

HHS, NIH, Follow-up Letter
NIH Records Officer Follow – up Response
NIH Records Officer Notification NIAID
NIAID Notification and Acknowledgement Notification to Dr. Morens (Signed)
Dr. Morens’ Handwritten Notes Detailing His Search

 

Have a wonderful week.

 

Best,

 

Anthony

 

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2023 2:17 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith-Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) < ; Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Follow-up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075

 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

 

Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government, Laurence Brewer,
regarding UD-2023-0075. Please send the requested information to me via email by Friday, September 29,
2023. If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. Thanks, and have a great weekend.
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Best regards,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 

Email: nara.gov 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  10/02/2023 12:44:02 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Follow-up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD-2023-0075
 

Good afternoon, 
 
Thank you, so very glad to hear you are feeling better.
 
Best,
 
Anthony
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Monday, October 2, 2023 12:38 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Follow‐up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good afternoon, Anthony,
 
I was out sick on Friday. Just wanted to confirm receipt of the information you've provided. Thanks and I will be in
touch soon. 
 
Best regards and have a great week,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
 
 
On Fri, Sep 29, 2023 at 8:36 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, 
 
I hope this email finds you well. please see the attached, NIH’s response to NARA’s follow‐up request.

HHS, NIH, Follow‐up Letter
NIH Records Officer Follow – up Response
NIH Records Officer Notification NIAID
NIAID Notification and Acknowledgement Notification to Dr. Morens (Signed)
Dr. Morens’ Handwritten Notes Detailing His Search

 
Have a wonderful week.
 
Best,
 
Anthony
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2023 2:17 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Cc: Smith‐Simpson, Jacqlyn (OS/OCIO/OIS) <  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Follow‐up regarding NARA Unauthorized Disposition Case UD‐2023‐0075
 
Good afternoon, Anthony,
 
Attached is correspondence from the Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government, Laurence Brewer,
regarding UD-2023-0075. Please send the requested information to me via email by Friday, September 29,
2023. If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. Thanks, and have a great weekend.
 
Best regards,
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Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  10/17/2023 11:21:33 AM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Subject:  UD-2023-0075 status update and release of information request
 

Good morning, Anthony,

I hope my email finds you well. I am writing to update you on the status of UD-2023-0075 and to request permission
to release NIH's most recent, September 29, 2023, response with attachments to the Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC). 

. 

Previously, you asserted that you were comfortable with NARA releasing the initial report to any federal entities. I
just need confirmation that NIH is ok with NARA releasing what was transmitted on September 29th to HSGAC. 

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  10/17/2023 12:03:42 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] UD-2023-0075 status update and release of information request
 

Good afternoon, 
 
I’m well thank you and hope the same for you.
 
Thank you for the update; it is good news!
 
The NIH has no objection to NARA releasing the agency’s, 29, September 2023, response with attachments to the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC). 
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony
 
 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 11:22 AM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] UD‐2023‐0075 status update and release of information request
 
Good morning, Anthony,
 
I hope my email finds you well. I am writing to update you on the status of UD-2023-0075
and to request permission to release NIH's most recent, September 29, 2023, response with
attachments to the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC). 
 

 
 
Previously, you asserted that you were comfortable with NARA releasing the initial report to
any federal entities. I just need confirmation that NIH is ok with NARA releasing what was
transmitted on September 29th to HSGAC. 
 
Best regards,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  10/17/2023 12:08:37 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] UD-2023-0075 status update and release of information request
 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

I am thriving. Thanks for your speedy response. 

Best regards and have a great week,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 

On Tue, Oct 17, 2023 at 12:03 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good afternoon, 

 

I’m well thank you and hope the same for you.

 

Thank you for the update; it is good news!

 

The NIH has no objection to NARA releasing the agency’s, 29, September 2023, response with attachments to the Senate
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC). 

 

Best regards,

 

Anthony

 

 

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 11:22 AM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Subject: [EXTERNAL] UD-2023-0075 status update and release of information request

 

Good morning, Anthony,

 

I hope my email finds you well. I am writing to update you on the status of UD-2023-0075
and to request permission to release NIH's most recent, September 29, 2023, response with
attachments to the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee
(HSGAC). 
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Previously, you asserted that you were comfortable with NARA releasing the initial report to
any federal entities. I just need confirmation that NIH is ok with NARA releasing what was
transmitted on September 29th to HSGAC. 

 

Best regards,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 

Email: nara.gov 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  10/18/2023 12:35:04 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Subject:  UD-2023-0075 Follow-up
 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

It is my hope that you will be rid of me, regarding this case, very soon. In the meantime however, can you address the following
questions posed by NARA senior leadership.

Can NIH confirm whether or not the materials related to Dr. Morens' NIH work or sent with a NIH signature block from his personal email
accounts that he identified and forwarded to his official NIH email account were 1. not previously captured before the July 25, 2023,
transfer in an NIH recordkeeping system and 2. transitory, temporary or permanent federal records or nonrecords?

If yes, how many not previously captured materials transferred by Dr. Morens were transitory, temporary and or permanent federal
records?

If not, please quantify how many of the transferred materials were original or duplicative? And quantify and classify which of the
transferred materials were transitory, temporary and permanent federal records?

Please provide a response as soon as is reasonable.

Best regards and many thanks for your patience and cooperation,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  10/19/2023 08:46:57 AM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] UD-2023-0075 Follow-up
 

Good morning,
 
This made me chuckle , I hope this email finds you well.
Can NIH confirm whether or not the materials related to Dr. Morens' NIH work or sent with a NIH signature block from his
personal email accounts that he identified and forwarded to his official NIH email account were

1. not previously captured before the July 25, 2023 – The items were not previously captured prior to July 25.
2. transfer in an NIH recordkeeping system – Yes, the items have been transferred to an NIH recordkeeping system
3. transitory, temporary or permanent federal records or nonrecords – Due to the subject matter, all materials have been
classified as Permanent.

 
Thank you,
 
Anthony

 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 12:35 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] UD‐2023‐0075 Follow‐up
 
Good afternoon, Anthony,
 
It is my hope that you will be rid of me, regarding this case, very soon. In the meantime however, can you address
the following questions posed by NARA senior leadership.
 
Can NIH confirm whether or not the materials related to Dr. Morens' NIH work or sent with a NIH signature block
from his personal email accounts that he identified and forwarded to his official NIH email account were 1. not
previously captured before the July 25, 2023, transfer in an NIH recordkeeping system and 2. transitory, temporary
or permanent federal records or nonrecords?
 
If yes, how many not previously captured materials transferred by Dr. Morens were transitory, temporary and or
permanent federal records?
 
If not, please quantify how many of the transferred materials were original or duplicative? And quantify and classify
which of the transferred materials were transitory, temporary and permanent federal records?
 
Please provide a response as soon as is reasonable.
 
Best regards and many thanks for your patience and cooperation,
 

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Sent time:  10/19/2023 12:22:56 PM

To:   < nara.gov>

Subject:  Automatic reply: [EXTERNAL] UD-2023-0075 Follow-up
 

Good day, I am currently Offsite, (12, October), with limited connectivity. If you need immediate assistance during my absence, please
contact the Records Management Support Office @ nihrecordsmanagement@nih.gov, or call 301‐496‐4606.
Otherwise I will respond to your emails as soon as possible, upon my return.
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony D. Cawley Gibson
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From:   < nara.gov>

Sent time:  10/19/2023 12:22:11 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] UD-2023-0075 Follow-up
 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

Glad to know . Thanks for the prompt response. Stay tuned.

Best regards,

Oversight and Reporting Division
National Archives and Records Administration
Mb: 
Email: nara.gov 

On Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 8:47 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov> wrote:

Good morning, 

 

This made me chuckle , I hope this email finds you well.

Can NIH confirm whether or not the materials related to Dr. Morens' NIH work or sent with a NIH signature block from his
personal email accounts that he identified and forwarded to his official NIH email account were

1. not previously captured before the July 25, 2023 – The items were not previously captured prior to July 25.
2. transfer in an NIH recordkeeping system – Yes, the items have been transferred to an NIH recordkeeping system
3. transitory, temporary or permanent federal records or nonrecords – Due to the subject matter, all materials have been
classified as Permanent.

 

Thank you,

 

Anthony

 

 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 18, 2023 12:35 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Subject: [EXTERNAL] UD-2023-0075 Follow-up

 

Good afternoon, Anthony,

 

It is my hope that you will be rid of me, regarding this case, very soon. In the meantime however, can you address
the following questions posed by NARA senior leadership.

 

Can NIH confirm whether or not the materials related to Dr. Morens' NIH work or sent with a NIH signature block
from his personal email accounts that he identified and forwarded to his official NIH email account were 1. not
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previously captured before the July 25, 2023, transfer in an NIH recordkeeping system and 2. transitory,
temporary or permanent federal records or nonrecords?

 

If yes, how many not previously captured materials transferred by Dr. Morens were transitory, temporary and or
permanent federal records?

 

If not, please quantify how many of the transferred materials were original or duplicative? And quantify and
classify which of the transferred materials were transitory, temporary and permanent federal records?

 

Please provide a response as soon as is reasonable.

 

Best regards and many thanks for your patience and cooperation,

 

Oversight and Reporting Division

National Archives and Records Administration

Mb: 

Email: nara.gov 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:05:40 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Cc:  
 < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/Ops) < ;  <

@nara.gov>

Subject:  NIH Unauthorized Case

Attachments:  2024.05.28 BRW Letter to NARA re. Proton.pdf     2024.05.24 SSCP Letter to NARA Enclosure 2.pdf     2024.05.22 SSCP Staff Memo.pdf    
 

Good afternoon Anthony,

This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning Dr. Morens' email that his
committee received after issuing a subpoena. The email was from Gmail and Proton accounts.

The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails that Dr. Morens created or
received in these non-government accounts were returned or captured by NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that
using a personal account does not violate the FRA provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the
official account within 20 days.

Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related to the attached letter?

Thanks,
Laurence

-- 

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
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May 28, 2024 

 

The Honorable Colleen Shogan, Ph.D. 

Archivist of the United States 

National Archives and Records Administration 

700 Constitution Ave. NW 

Washington, DC 20004 

 

Dear Dr. Shogan:  

 

 The Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic (Select Subcommittee) writes to 

you regarding National Archives and Record Administration’s (NARA) investigation into Dr. 

David Morens’s use of a personal e-mail to avoid transparency, including the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA), and potential wrongful disposition of official records.1 Accordingly, it is 

the Select Subcommittee’s understanding that this investigation is still open and ongoing. Based 

on new evidence, we are concerned that the National Institutes of Health (NIH) was not able to 

conduct a fulsome or thorough investigation and that many government records have not been 

properly captured.  

 

 On April 16, 2024, the Select Subcommittee announced a subpoena for records in Dr. 

Morens’s personal custody and control that are pertinent to this investigation.2 After examining 

these documents, we have significant reason to believe the above allegations are substantiated 

(See e.g. Enclosure 1) and that Dr. Morens also has a Proton Mail—an e-mail service that uses 

end-to-end encryption—account in addition to Gmail. It is unclear if NIH had knowledge of this 

other account during its investigation.   

 

 Furthermore, according to evidence in possession of the Select Subcommittee, Dr. 

Morens enlisted Dr. Peter Daszak, President of EcoHealth Alliance, Inc.—an individual and 

organization that are now suspended and proposed for debarment—to help collect records 

potentially responsive to the ongoing NIH and NARA investigations (See e.g. Enclosure 2).  

 

 We request a staff-level briefing regarding the breadth and status of NARA’s open 

investigation into Dr. Morens’s alleged disposition of federal records. In order to assist NARA’s 

investigation, the Select Subcommittee is willing to share all documents in its possession.  

 

 
1 Letter from Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer, Nat’l Archives and Records Admin., to Nat’l Inst. of Health, 

(July 10, 2023).   
2 Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, D.P.M., Chairman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. 

on Oversight & Accountability, to David Morens, M.D. (Apr. 16, 2024). 
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The Honorable Colleen Shogan, Ph.D. 

May 28, 2024 

Page 2 

 

 

The Select Subcommittee is authorized to investigate “executive branch policies, 

deliberations, decisions, activities, and internal and external communications related to the 

coronavirus pandemic” and “cooperation by the executive branch and others with Congress, the 

Inspectors General, the Government Accountability Office, and others in connection with 

oversight of the preparedness for and response to the coronavirus pandemic” under H. Res. 5. To 

ask any follow-up or related questions please contact Committee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter.  

 

  Sincerely, 

 

 

 

     

Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.  

Chairman 

 

 

cc:  The Honorable Raul Ruiz, M.D., Ranking Member 

             Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic 

 

Enclosures (2) 
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STAFF MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic Republican Members  
 
FROM: Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic Republican Staff  
 
DATE: May 22, 2024 
 
RE:  Allegations of Wrongdoing and Illegal Activity by Dr. David Morens, Senior 

Advisor to National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases former-Director, 
Dr. Anthony Fauci  

 
 

Previous witness testimony and documents in the custody of the Select Subcommittee on 
the Coronavirus Pandemic (Select Subcommittee) raise serious questions regarding potential 
wrongdoing and illegal activity by Dr. David Morens, Senior Advisor to National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) former-Director, Dr. Anthony Fauci.   

 
I. Background  

 
On June 29, 2023, the Select Subcommittee sent Dr. Morens a request for documents 

pertinent to its investigations from his personal e-mail accounts.1 On November 20, 2023, in 
response to that letter, Dr. Morens produced approximately 2,000 pages of responsive 
documents to the Select Subcommittee. These documents mimicked what Dr. Morens produced 
to the National Institutes of Health (NIH) during its investigation into alleged wrongful 
disposition of federal records by Dr. Morens.  

 
On December 22, 2023 and January 18, 2024, Dr. Morens testified at transcribed 

interviews before the Select Subcommittee.2 At the interviews, Select Subcommittee counsel 
advised Dr. Morens that he was required pursuant to Title 18 Section 1001 of the United States 
Code to answer questions truthfully, including questions posed by Congressional staff in the 
interview, and that if he knowingly made false statements, he could be subject to criminal 
prosecution.3 Dr. Morens stated, on the record, that he understood the requirement and the 

 
1 Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, D.P.M., Chairman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. 
on Oversight & Accountability, to David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Dir., Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious 
Diseases (June 29, 2023).  
2 Transcribed Interview of David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Dir., Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases 
(Dec. 22, 2023); Transcribed Interview of David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Dir., Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & 
Infectious Diseases (Jan. 18, 2024).  
3 Id.  

BRAD R. WENSTRUP, D.P.M. 
CHAIRMAN ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS 

<!Congress of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
J!,}ouse of l\epresentattbes 

SELECT SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

2157 R AYBURN H OUSE O FFICE BUILDING 

W ASH INGTON, DC 20515--6143 

Majority (202) 225-507 4 
Minority (202) 225- 5051 

RAUL RUIZ, M.D. 
RANKING MEMBER 
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consequences of not complying with that requirement.4 
 

On April 16, 2024, the Select Subcommittee announced a subpoena to compel Dr. 
Morens to produce the remaining responsive documents from his personal e-mail accounts.5 On 
April 30, 2024, in response to the subpoena, Dr. Morens produced approximately 30,000 more 
pages of responsive documents.  

 
  

 
4 Id.  
5 Letter from Hon. Brad Wenstrup, D.P.M., Chairman, Select Subcomm. on the Coronavirus Pandemic, H. Comm. 
on Oversight & Accountability, to David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Dir., Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious 
Diseases (Apr. 16, 2024). 
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II. Dr. Fauci May Have Conducted Official Business Via Personal E-Mail. 

Evidence in possession of the Select Subcommittee suggests that Dr. Morens knowingly 
transmitted official records to Dr. Fauci via his personal e-mail. If hu e, this raises serious 
questions of whether Dr. Fauci took pali in a conspiracy amongst the highest levels ofNIAID to 
hide official records regarding the origins of COVID-19. 

Finding: Dr. Fauci may have conducted official business on his personal e-mail. 

Dr. Morens stated that he had access to Dr. Fauci 's personal e-mail and, in fact, would 
conduct official business via Dr. Fauci's personal e-mail. 

Exhibit 1: 

Exhibit 2: 

April 21, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens6 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 
Dot~, 
Attachments: 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT REQUESTED 

~ 
_.O.sz.S. 
Kersh: ('..-,rgkj I · ~ R?!>ee Kts+i .. A½ksel Chm r:r-, 
Re: Zoom meetin9 ~'1:ll Tony tomorrow 
Wtdnesdiy, Apr,1 21, 2021 12:59:02 PM 
Pmtrd fettets ta re Co1/ re-&cb iD Ct'r0rt r.& etr Mex 

PS, i forgot to say there is no wony about FOL<\s. I can either send stuff to Tony on his 
pri\·a1e ginail, or hand it 10 him at work or at his house. He is 100 smart to let colleagues send 
him stuff that could cause trouble. D 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, Nlli 

May 13, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens 7 

•--Original Message••-· 
From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [EJ••■@niaid.nih.gov > 
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 20215:17 PM 
To: Keusch, Gerald T @bu.edu>; Robeits, Rich- @neb.com> 
Cc: Peter Daszak ecoheal thalliance.org) 
- @ecohealt iance.org > 
Subject: RE: Early appearance of two distinct genomic lineages of SARS-CoV- 2 
in different Wuhan wildlife markets suggests SARS-CoV-2 has a natural 
origin • SARS·C0Y·2 coronavirus • Vi rological 

Thanks, Jerry, for speaking to him. I sent him the article you mentioned 
shortly after I saw it, and I have also been tal king 10 Arthur on background 
about this over recent months. 

Bravo for wha1 you said, which is pretty much what I have been saying to 
him. 

I suggested Anhur try to interview Tony directly and connected him to our 
"secret" back cl1annel. He emailecl Tony a few hours ago. 

6 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Na.t'l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Na.t' l Insts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Apr. 21, 2021) (BU02535). 
7 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Na.t'l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Na.t' l Insts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D., et. al. (May 13, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 014975). 
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Exhibit 3: April 22, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens8 

If i h;id ro ber, i would guess rhar benearh Tony's macho I-am-nor-worried reacrion he really is 
rnnrPmP<l. Anrl wllil tPVPr thP rn~P hP ~hn11lrl hf, vPry mnr PmP<l ahn111 whar happPnP<I In PPIPr, tn 

our research portfolio in an extremely imponani area, and rn scientific independence 

He did 11 01 know about either the Miller Commission or the letter from Rep Rogers which i emniled 
to him on gmail later 

I also commented that Lauer's letters to you Peter, and the Rogers leuer lo you, had alot of overlap 
and seemed co reflect input of at lcaSt one sciemist, whether or not one of our grantees. In ocher 
words. i feel that regarding those lellers someone or someones are working in cahoots with the 
politicians who wish to do harm to NIH He didn't seem particularly troubled by that. 

MORENS SUBPOENA 019654 - -

In the end he said thank_s for fi lling me in and asked me 10 call him on his private cell phone (which is 
what i normally do anyway) if i hear anything that might be important 

So, i am 001 sure where things stand. I absolurely DO feel that it would be a good thing if one of you 
luminaries were 10 approach him and try ro make sure he understood whac is going on om chere, and 
pt!rhc1ps llhcu:,:, what the ldrg~r wmmunity of S<.i~llli~b tan du tu luck arm~ i11 u11ity aull push IJ,Kk. 

David 

Sen1 from my iPhonc 
David M Morens 
OD, NlAID, NIH 

8 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l Insts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D., et. al. (Apr. 22, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 019654). 
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III. Dr. Morens Used Personal E-Mail Accounts To Avoid Accountability and 
Transparency. 

Evidence in possession of the Select Subcommittee suggests that Dr. Morens displayed a 
systemic and troubling pattern of avoiding transparency by routinely directing others to 
communicate with him via a personal e-mail address to avoid the Freedom of Infonnation Act 
(FOIA). Dr. Morens went so far as to explicitly instmct them to use his personal e-mail when 
"addressing the Daszak grant." 9 A grant awarded by NIAID and overseen by NIH. 

Additionally, Dr. Morens apparently took steps, with the assistance of NIH FOIA 
officers, to shield his official e-mails from public transparency. 

Fmther, Dr. Morens regularly fo1warded internal NIH and NIAID communications from 
his NIH email address to his personal Gmail address. He passed along this infonnation from his 
personal Gmail to other scientists, including Dr. Peter Daszak of EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. 
(EcoHealth). And Dr. Morens actively assisted Dr. Daszak in navigating and subve1ting the grant 
process to reinstate EcoHealth 's grant following its cancelation by Dr. Michael Lauer at NIH. 

Finding: Dr. Morens instmcted others to use his personal e-mail to avoid the Freedom of 
Info1mation Act (FOIA). 

Dr. Morens systemically instmcted others that he collllllunicated with, specifically 
sunounding NIH actions regarding EcoHealth or Dr. Daszak, to use his personal e-mail. 
Contra1y to Dr. Morens ' previous testimony, this instmction was not to discuss "personal 
matters" with Dr. Daszak but was to avoid transparency to the American people. 

Exhibit 1: November 19, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens10 

From: DavidMorens r@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, November 19, 20215:05 PM 
To: Keusch, Gerald T- @bu.edu > 
Subject: Re: Wpost: NIH director. 'Conspiracies are winning here' 

Good news, keep it up. 

I had a long off the record chat with PBS Newshours·s Nick Schl frin this morning. The craziness is receding at 
least a b it. 

I forgot to clarify in my email yesterday that BOTH my gmail and phone calls are now safe. Text is NOT, as it 
can be FOIA'd, as can my govt email. 

So you and Peter and others should be able to email me on gmail only, with the caveat that no other govt. 
employee is copied at a govt address, as all govt emails are potentially FOIA'able. 

MORENS SUBPOENA 023134 

9 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat'l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat'l Insts. of 
Health, to Phillip Rosenthal, M.D., et. al. (July 5, 2020) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 007355). 
10 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D. (Nov. 19, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 023134). 
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Exhibit 2: April 26, 2020 e-mail from Dr. Morens11 

Date: Sun, 26 Apr 2020 11:46:46 AM -0400 

Sent: Sun, 26 Apr 202011:46:45 AM -0400 

Subject : Re: PLEASE READ •· Re: Please read and acknowledge receipt •· Actions needed regard ing 2R01Al110964-06 

From: David Morens ■■■l@gmai l.com > 

To: Peter Daszak- @ecohealthalliance.org >;- @bu.edu; 

Jerry and Peter, 

111is is sent from my gmail account. Please send all replies here To gmail 

I have let Tony know but have not spoken to him directly. There are things I can't say except Tony is aware and 
I have learned that there are ongoing efforts within NIH to steer through this w ith minimal damage to you, 
Peter, and colleagues, and to nih and niaid. No guarantees, but let us hope. I imagine th is will be handled at the 
level of Francis and Tony, within nih, and I don't expect to be in the loop. 

I don't have any insight into what happened or how it happened, but the fact that your termination letter came 
from " Building 1", that is, the NIH directors office, and not from NIAID, is telling 

Whatever is going on, I very much doubt that Tony or any of our niaid leadership would willfully throw you 
under the bus, or any grantee, for that matter. Indeed, I expect we would do everything possible to protect you. 

I have reason to believe that there are already efforts going on to protect you 

Exhibit 3: May 12, 2020 e-mail from Dr. Morens12 

Date: Tue, 12 May 2020 6:38:18 PM -0400 

Sent: Tue, 12 May 2020 6:38:17 PM -0400 

Subject: Fwd: NIH termination of research grant 

From: David Morens ■■■l@gmai l.com > 

To: Gerald Keusch- @bu.edu>; 

Jerry, my private gmail account is where i sent this from, after forwarcling to myself from my nih account 

Please try to send only to my gmail, as we were doing a couple weeks ago. But i messed up a few times and 
sent from my nih acct, because on my phone the two are merged, and then when you respond by hitting reply it 
goes lO nih 

After some recent issues, i am going to try to strictly use only my gmail in these discussions, that is, 
@gmail.com 

TY, david 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 
Begin forwarded message: 

11 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Apr. 26, 2020) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 011613). 
12 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D., (May 12, 2020) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 008135). 

Page 6 of35 

20
24

.0
5.

22
 S

S
C

P
 S

ta
ff 

M
em

o.
pd

f

NARA-000123

PSpectre
Highlight

PSpectre
Highlight



Finding: Dr. Morens employed the NIH FOIA and Infonnation Technology offices to 
assist him in shielding official records from public transparency. 

In addition to using a personal e-mail to avoid FOIA, Dr. Morens also stated that the NIH 
FOIA office assisted in these attempts to shield official records from the American public. 

Exhibit 1: February 24, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens13 

On Feb 24, 2021, at 9:21 AM, David Morens l@gmail.com> wrote: 

You are right, i need to be more careful. However, as i mentioned once before, i learned from our foia lady here 
how to make emails disappear after i am foia'd bu t before the search sta11s, soi th ink we are all safe. Plus i deleted 
most of those earlier emails after sending them to gmail. D 

Sent lrom my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD. NIAID .. NIH 

Exhibit 2: November 18, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens14 

Date: Thu, 18 Nov 2021 5:06:31 PM -0500 

Subject: Re:OpinionforWaPo 

From: David Morens■lllllllllllll1@gmail.com> 
To: Keusch, Gerald T- @bu.edu>; 

Jerry, 

I am updating you on my computer and gag order si tuation. 

With the help of our IT folks, I went over the whole computer and 
phone situation. They loaded some ant-hacking software on my phone 
and discussed the situation with me. 

Basically, my gmaiJ is now safe from FOIA and hacking on all of my 
devices, including government computer and phone, and my private 
computer and iPad. 

Thus it should be sa fe to communicate safely with you, Peter, and 
others, as long as we use my private gmail. 

You may have noticed that I have intentionally forwarded you news 
clips I get daily, sent from my govt email, but that is ok as long as 
you don't reply to that email. I have done this because this should 
not show up in a FOIA, is innocuous as it's just forwarding a third 
party item already in the public domain, and because it saves me 
forwarding to my own gmail and then on to you. 

Please pass this on to Peter and I ask you both that NOTHING gets sent 
to me except to my gmail, and make sure that what gelS sent to my 
gmail doesn't have a cc to another government employee who could be 
FOIA'd. 

13 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D., et. al. (Feb. 24, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 0125 13). 
14 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D. (Nov. 18, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 000219). 
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Exhibit 3: November 11, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens15 

» On Thu, Nov 11, 2021 at 3:21 PM David Morens 
>> 
>> Jerry, thanks, I will take a look now, and get back to you. 
>> 

@gmail.com > wrote: 

>> On another subject I think I have the info and input from IT that I 

Exhibit 4: 

>> need to be able to communicate safely using ONLY gmail. More on that 
>> later. david David M. Morens, 

>> 
>> 
>> 
>> 

February 25, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens16 

·---Origlnal Message----
From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [EJ■■■l@gmail.com > 
Scm: Thursday, February 25, 2021 12:06 PM 
To: Keusd1, Ge1alil!T iJ@bu.edu> 
Cc: Peter Daszak ecohealthalliance.org) 
- '.@>ecoheal alliance.org > 
Subject: Re: Briefing Tony 

It's more in the Line o[ govt secret, but too comp;licated to explain in an 
email. But I leamecl the tricks last year from an old friend, Marg Moore, 
who heads ow· FOIA office and also hates FOIAs. 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_0l5237 

Incidemally, Tony and I and a few other people here all got a huge FOIA 
yesterday seeking any and all documents, emails, etc., that mention the 
words "WuJ1an Institute" or "WTV". Ilappears that this comes from fo lks 
tied to politics, who want ~pecifica lly to know about anything NIH has had 
to do with WIV, or any scientists working with WIV. The original request 
was I lhink far broader, but we negotiated it dov,rn to jUSt those two terms. 
You names will not show up in this FOIA, at least not from my info. d 

david ....... PS. I will be on Public Health Service deployment from 10 
December 2020 until 23 January 2021. During this time I will have limited 
access to email and phone contact. Ty, dmm 

15 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D., (Nov. 11, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 018901). 
16 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D., et. al. (Feb. 25, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 015237). 

Page 8 of35 

20
24

.0
5.

22
 S

S
C

P
 S

ta
ff 

M
em

o.
pd

f

NARA-000125

PSpectre
Highlight

PSpectre
Highlight

PSpectre
Highlight

PSpectre
Highlight



Finding: Dr. Morens provided Dr. Daszak, President of EcoHealth, with inside information 
regarding NIH operations. 

Dr. Morens, by virtue of his position of public tiust within the Office of the Director of 
NIAID, was privy to infonnation that the general public was not. This included infonnation 
regarding upcoming documents being released via FOIA, specifically smTounding the origins of 
COVID-19 and EcoHealth. Dr. Morens, to the benefit of Dr. Daszak, would fo1ward infonnation 
regarding internal NIAID FOIA processes-and the underlying documents themselves- to Dr. 
Daszak. This provided Dr. Daszak with inside info1mation that he would othe1w ise not have 
access to. 

Exhibit 1: April 28, 2020 e-mail and attachment marked FOUO (For Official Use Only) 
from Dr. Morens17 

Date: Tue, 28Apr2020 6:37:58 AM ·0400 

subject: Re: Politico story 

From: David Morens -i@gmail.com> 

To: Keusch, GeraldT- @bu.edu>; 

CC: Peter Daszak- @ecohealthalliance.org>; 1@dgtwo.com; Aleksei Chmura 
- @ecohealthalliance.org>; 

Attachments: NIAID COVID-19 Full Weekly Update 4.27.20.docx 

this and prior email, re new NIAID implementation plan, released last night d 
Let me know if you got these docs, am having trouble with home gmail david 
David M. Morens, MD 
Stonehall, No. 800 
8302 WoodmonL Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

IMPORTANT: My gmail frequently sends incoming messages to Trash, which is apparently not 
correctable. If you don't hear from me in a reasonable time, please try again, call, or use my NIH email 
address 

lMPORrANT: For US Government· related email, please also reply to my NIA.ID address 

17 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D., et. al. (Apr. 28, 2020) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 007254). 
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April 27, 2020 

NIAID SARS-CoV-2 Research Updates 
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Exhibit 2: September 5, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens18 

From: Morens, David (:'-l lH/NIAID) [El @gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, September 5, 20211:34 PM 
To: Poter Daszak @ecohcaltlialliancc.org "'; Robert Kcsslcr - ·@ccohc-althailiancc-.org >; Kcusch, Jerry< 
- (a2bu.edu> 
~ t: Re: FW: ASF •- foia 

But I think that's the iinpo11ant thing: since there is notl1ing to fi nd, there i s liule they can do w ith it. Maybe at some point 
tl1ese nutters will move on to another conspiracy.... d 

On 9/5/20211:19 PM. Peter Oasiak wrote: 

Thanks for the heads-up. The 900 pages of grant material I think is the stu ff we've been processing through with 
our lawyers. It includes the full proposal for our grant in China, repons etc. as well as our current UOL It's 
extremely upsetting that these will now be dragged through the mud, but the truth is, there's nothing unusual or 
embarrassing in there- everything i s completely nonnal and above board, and both were highly scored by 
reviewers. 

MORENS SUBPOENA 022156 - -

18 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Sept. 5, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 022157). 
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lnniy view, this SOl'I of stuff isn't going 10 get them the same level of in1eres1 1ha1 it did a11he beginning of summer. 
so hopefully this will be another non-event, but let's see what drama they can dream up from it. 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
Pre.~ident 

EcoHeahh All iance 
520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 
).lew York, NY 10018-6507 
USA 

Tel. ' 
Weos11e: www.eco11ea11hal1iance.org 
Twiuer: @PeierDasutk 

EcoHealrh Alliance cleve/ops sclwce•baserl solw/011s ro prevem pandemics ancl promore conservar/011 

From: Mot-ens, David (NII-VNIAID) [E. @gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, September S, 202.1 1:07 PM 
To: Peter Damk- @erob•alrb•lliaoce ore>: Rohen Kessler- @ecnb•ailballianc• ore>: Keusch. 
Jerry- @b~ 
Subjm:"Twu: FW: ASF •- foia 

PNcr, have a sliffdrink bofor(l you read. But do not wonJ, this is thd now nom1aJ and there will be no "the rt" 

there.... d 

---··• Forwarclt.'<l Message•-····· 
Su t,je<:r.: fW: ASF ••• fOiil 

Date: Sun, S Sep 2021 16:57:49 -0000 

From: Morens, David (NIM/NIAIO) [El 
To: David Morens ,@gmail.com) 

DavidM. Morens, M.0. 
CAPT, United State; Public Health Service 
Senior Aclvisor to ~ Director 
Office of the Director 
National Institute of A Liergy and lnfeaious Diseases 
).lat ional Institutes of Health 
Building 31. Room 7A-03 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MO 20692·2520 

I 
(assistant: Whitney Robinson) 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_022157 
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OiKl.-imn-: Tllil, 11:1t~ •Vh i:itf'111Sn:I tor llit r:+:dJ~vt 11~of tbr r1ti 11ifnt(s) 1111mtd.ilH)w. II mJYto11hin infoni,,llioudMlb, PRO-~CTEO, PRl \'ILEGEO,.mtVor 
CO.NJ'ID£N'l'l,\Lan,l i1 ~ho,il,l no,ibc-d~mi1MINl. cli,:1ribu11PCl.ortopiNl1opt>r,on,: llOI :11tlho:iri:,~-, rttor:i. C"<u-chit1for.-1-,1tOn,All "'""'iti,.~cloxunool'fl t,; Ru,<C bc­

pl'ep('rlylitbfltd briortdjss,,:l'li.nation ,;,1tmail.ll )'011 WtROllltt i.nttn<kdttcipitt1l.,lll)'di~01m.ltkn,distrib• 1)0(urc:op)'ingis ,uic:ll)'prohibittd, II tOU U\·t 

mtlvNllhb c:c.imunlc.ilio11io trror. pk~tr.tSie.tll c:opie.of iltt m~gt" .v:id ilS m.id!Ilt ntsand no(ifym l1.1111tdi11dy, 

From: Folkers, Greg (NIH/NIAIO) (t:.J- ia'niaid.nih.gov> 
Sent: Ftiday. September 3. 2021 9: 29 A, 
To: Nl1\ JO OD AM @niaid.nih.gov,: 
Subject: RE: ASF ••• tom 

Further on FOIA 

900 pages of EcoHealth Alliance grant materi al,s.are.go.iJlg 0111 (with redactions) today under a 
lawsuit with First Look Institute (The lntercep~.Jn OD. 

SE.-.Ldo oot think r ou.neecltoJook_auhi 

Also, as folks may be aware, and apropos of my email late last night, Congress does not have to go 
through the FOlA. So the tranche from last night was not In the usual NIH FOLi\ channel. 

From: Folkers, (jreg (NIH/NIAIOJ [I:.] 
Sent: Friday, September3, 202 J 12:09AM 
To: @niaid.nih.go, 
SnbJeCt: ASf -- (Ola 

@niaid.nih.gov > 

We have closely monitored foia document releases with an eye toward items that are new/different/potentially 
problematic in tcmu of people using them to cause u,ischicf. Nothingrccc.-11tly has fallen inlO those categories 

What.is new and willbeceleased.loon,.pemaps.tomorro 

Unredicted emails requested by minority members of House Conuniuee on Oversight and Reform 

lnOD, pleasesee 

HOGR m,nonty requested ema,ls 

Sf;..lahink it.would be.helpful fo, yot.1-to-")'ball all the-.-.dacU!demail< noW-beillg r.Jea•ed in un. Mdacted lo 
For instance. for this entry. look a1 al the top one 

't," NIH 21S7- 2161 

!- N tH21S7 • 2161ttdacted 

We have gone through these, and tl1e ones that might be wonh a fitst look are: 

9/U2Ql1 9:03 P\-1 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_022158 
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2157-2161 
2314-2324 
1114 and 15 

Disclaimer: Any th.ir d-pany mattrlal in this email has bten shared forimel'ual use under fair use p1'0vlsio1u of U.S. 
copyright law. without further verirication of its accuracy/veracity. It does not necessarily represent my views nor 
chose of NIAID, NIH, HHS, or the U.S. governrnent. 

Disclaimer 

Tiit• l.1fo1:U,Uiu11 I.UIIJIU1.'\l htT1ii.1,1,1mrn1uu •• 11!•1 rim:, 1b1,,• •,tm.l.1•1 h1,u11hl1,11l,1 It I\ ilm,1 MIid !olJh,iy h.11 l:!14•11y ti!\' U,'1.ipll'lll ,mJ01h•1~ ,l (hlJJi«c.l IU 110.,•h·t•U If 

:,ou ,)I(' 1))1 th(' (('t;ipien1. )Ot.if('~eby 11..uf,NthJI .oydi.Sl.:IOSUlf, l'Op)'tng, dhltlb\1111)11 Ort,dd~.xtlo)n lnr('}.,j(t(lll of thh(llll('Ol~or this lnforr..1,11loniSSlfllll) 

prohtb11\'d .ind ftl.lybt:-unla:,\ful 

lllistm,.1il l'k1Sbctt1 Sl.,)01X'dfo1 \·in.1Sb.udlllJM,11t . .indnko/ h.iw b«-u .i1•0,n.,11c;Jlly JJ;.hr.'td b) Mun('(.Ml.i!le.:.dcr ln<'lllJll)(."'t.:urily ,.Mdlyb..•ntst•C't\t.('. 

Mml'l..JSI 1Jl1(11tlt() (11'-!U <tfc-n-.o \\Uhl'l1,mdptOl.X1lUn. Sf'lwi{) J\\Jltn~ 11<1inlni;, \\c,b)l'lUrlt)'. (OJTTl)li,lUl(' JUd,JdH.'1'6~NitlJ. (JpJ)Ui lb. \llnl.'l<I~ !lei~ 

pt'4)1('(t l:◄ i:i<>:arl,.n,:alur8-)•b_1110v.fm1anuh.lo1.._., m,,n hun , r1Nr,11.~nd1..-tin.~ fol ir♦:.01\dMk>.-~ ,b~rU.t)v;mNt1 •1...,.udhluM.nB )l'l\1lr<'t,i)<lll1<>m 

"'tirld. To findc:,ut mo·--c-. vis1 Olir,1NN11~ 

Disdaimer 

Tiwirformau<:>.> ro,~1hm intht!icomnuni~ttion homth~wncltt i'>confidftTi,1I. II istm('f"d«l wlch· f.wuse~ th~•ccipi('flt anc:01hm.1uhor t«11ott'\ch·ei1. II you arc 
)l)t th. r«ip.cmt, ywJrt btlcb)'n.;M1f1tdd~1,myd.,;dosux-,~or,,u'lg.41 mlt11IOt'I «1 .. kl11i!,l1.1t~n i11t(\;)tion,1f1h~<ut,ttruoftb~mf0<n1-1tt(u !~!>111-1.d:,, P,\lhlb.hcd .. od m.ty 

be-unb"·ful. 

111lf- ( 1',UI IU'I. h,(_,,t,n ~.m11Ni lo, i,in~ ,n'ld 1:t.1.l\\·,11,?1, ,u)d n,1yhJ\.1l' bt'fil ,ndl!fll.llil,illy , 1rd11\"-'(I by \11111~.t-t, ,11 ... 1!1(11 ifUtll,1i1 ~ unly ,111dt:"bl'I ('l,,ihl•lk:(' \111~,l'I.I 

,lllt'gt,1t~ tlhtlildt'lc'll')(')h"iU brt1nd p-ol«1i.>n, ')e(t rity .\\'drtlX'» tt.iini.nf,;. \•-Cb~IJli1)'.(0f'l11:ti.aoct'JndOht'rO)('U(iJ(Cdp.tWiliO, ~1lnlt'i.d~ lxil)') prot«l l,.Ygt'<:lxl 

1. n.111 c,rgam:..ulons from1n.1bc1t)l;S .lnv1t)', Mnanerror md 1e,c.hooloi,v f.l!b,c-: ,1.nd10IC'"'thr roo,tt1i('nl 10>\.-rG l'l11klm1t,1 m«cr<'~i.1e111 \\1>11d. ro f1ndoo1 mort, \IS..I 

-..ir..,.,bs\JI'.' 

Tl11:lnlu11i1Jlivo .. un1.ih1lV h11J1hl\lllllJUli .. ,1llv1 f1v111l1H, "'-'11(1..-1 hlVlllNX1•J,II. ll hh:1 .. ,id1.'II ~ll'II h,11 u~ hy lbl; 1'-'ll lll;'ut,1 Klotlll\'l'.'1,1Ul1HJll.tt-d IU ll'\t.·h't.· I lf)'UU "''-' l ►ll lhl' 
rtXl()l('m. )Uu .lre-hc1e-t.yoo11hC'd 1h.l1 .lnydl-.clo•,urc. -..opymg, ,ILsmbuuon or1,1J...m; .l(. ionlnrc-L,uo~ of t.'li' (()Ill NU of :his ln.loml.l1,on l.!.~1n1.1lv ptoh1bi1cd Jrid nay liC'tml:t\\·h!1 

lll.b N'll,111 h.1-, bN'n ~Ullill'd 1(11 \.'lll.:SCS,J1)l f'l.lJI\\Jfl".,Hd lnil) h.l\t,l)f.'e'I' ,1.1{0.fl)J!l(Jl!y ,JJdU\('(l by \folll'\MI, ,J le\lde-1 Ul<'llt.11I s«.mty JOO '-)bl..-' 11'.'StltNll't. MUJl('W(I lll(~tlti.'\ 
C'flMil def(,:~ 1t1itl1 i>und 1>111te-c.t11J1>. Set.uit\ · """,Jf<'U.:'S) t1<.1illins.:,. vcbSl.'\urtv. romp i.uH.t JOdu1t~1 h!>U!liJl '-"OJbiL11ts, Mmn'(,1~1 be-I~ (>10ll'\t l;)Jit.i11jsuullOfJ,Mni.W1tQ1, 
frot:lfl>Jliuou~.Jlh\·il), lw.111J11t1m ,mdttt:hnobgy idilut<";•11dlt.l t.id1hrno"Oll'fll kl",udlluildiu~ J1>01l'11.'sl.il'Ut\o.Orl:I. le; fwdoutniort. ,C.tl our"d:)itt~ 
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Exhibit 3: May 28, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens19 

Date: Fri, 28 May 20216:37:33 PM -0400 

Se nt: Fri, 28 May 2021 6:33:51 PM-0400 

Subject: RE: FW: OGC has placed a temporary hold on all releases having to do with EcoHeatth Alliance/Wuhan 
Institute of Virology 

From: Peter Daszak- @ecohealthalliance.org > 

To: Morens, Dallid (NIH/NIAID) [EJliiiii■@gmail.com>; keusch, Jerry- @bu.edu>; Roberts, Rich 
@neb.com>; 

Attachments: image00l.gif; image002.jpg; image003.png 

Sounds l ike good news to me. On a cyn ical note, I suspect HHS is doing this because they feel that Tony Fauci & Francis Collins 
are under pressure, and they don't wam more mud to be slung around, even if it's mis-quoted, out-of-context garbage from our 
grants etc. 

Frankly, I think it was prob a mistake to allow anything ofEHAs to be FolA'd in the first place, given that these conspiracy folks 
are Just pulling things completely out of comext and feeding them 10 people like Rand Paul and other nm-jobs. Again, It's a case 
of HHS, NIH not stepping up in anyway at all t0 defend an organization they fund that was already u nder attack thanks to their 
aaions. 

The US Right to J<uow cliief was b,·aggiugou Twilte ,· ldSl week th•t they'd filed 70! ! FoJA requests ,elated to Wuh•n, 
EcoHealth. NIH etc. 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter DaS?.ak 
Presidcnc 

EcoHealth Alliance 
520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 
New York, NY 10018-6507 
USA 

Tel.: 
Website: """'w eeohealthal) iance.org 
Twitter: @PeterDaszak 

EcoHealth Alliancl! dt!vt!lops scil!ncl!-based solutions to prt!vMt pandt!mics and promotl! consenacion 

From: Morens, David(NIH/NIAJD) [El @gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 28, 2021 2:55 PM 
To: Peter Dasiak I ecohealthalliauce.org>; keusch, Jen,W@bu.edu>; Roberts, Rich j l~neb.com> 
Subject: Fwd: FW: OGC 1as placed a temporary hold on al l releases""liiwing todo with EcoHealth Al iance/Wuhan Institute of 
Virology 

From our FOIA office. Not clear what it means ..... d 

MORENS SUBPOENA 015820 - -

19 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (May 28, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 01 5820). 
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----· Forwarded Message --····· 
Subject: FW: OGC has placed a temporary hold on all releases having to do with Eco Health All iance/Wuhan Institute of 

Virology 
Date: Fri, 28 May 2021 18:52:24 +0000 

From: Morens, D avid (NIH/NIA ID) [El 
To: David Morens @gmail.com ) 

David M. Morens, M.D. 
CAPT, Unitecl States Public Health Service 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Office oflhe Director 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
National Institutes ofHea1111 
Building 31, Room 7A-03 
31 Cemer D rive, MSC 2520 
Bethesda, MD 20892-2520 :1 (assistants : Kimberly Barasch; Whitney Robinson) 

· - @nih .gov 

Oisdaintf'r: This message is; inttndtd for the exdu.sn·e u.seol the recipien1(s) named at,.o, -e. l111til)' coo rain infor11,1tion that is PROTECTED, PRIVILECEO. i nd/or CONFIDENTIAL, and 
it ~hould not bt diMtmi...rntc-d, (li5o•ibutNI, •t to~c-d tOpt1'5-0lb HOlilutlm ·U.c-d tO l'N.tiYC" ~ud1 i.1 fo1•111.u.ion. AllM11Silivt Jocu1))t'l11) mU5l bC' propo·ly l.1.btkd btfo,c- d i~11.i1)i.Ui G>1) .,,lat111ajL 

If f Ou Mt not the imended reci~itnt, any di5semstatio11, distribution, orcopyilg is strictly proltibittd. If )'Ctl ha,<t rectivtd this co1nm1111i<'ation in f"t'ror, pltasferaseaU copies of the 111essage 

and i ts auachoenu and n>lif y us in1111edia1tly. 

From: Folkers, Creg(NJH/NIAID) [E] ~niaid.nih.gov> 
Sen t: Friday, May 28, 202110:39 AM 
To: NlACD OD AM ,@niaid.nih.gov> 
Subject : FW: OCC has placed a temporary hold on all releases having to do with EcoHealth Alliance/Wuhan Institute of 
Virology 
importance: High 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_0l5821 
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From: Moore, Marg fNIH/NIAID) [EJ- @niaid.nih.gov > 
Sent: Fri day, May 28, 2021 10:38 AM 
To: NIA CD COGCORE @mail.nih.go, > 
Subject: FW: OGC has placed a temporary hold on all releases having to do with Eco Health Alliance/Wuhan Institute of 
Virology 
lmponance: High 

FYI 

Good morning all, 

We have just received word from HHS Oversight via OGC that we should not release anything having to do with EcoHealth 
Al liance/WIV. We don' t have any more information at the momem but hope 10 know more by Tuesday. Let me know if you 
have any questi ons. 

Thanks, 

K,m~n E. R. Ldmpe, Ph.D. 
Freedom of Information Office 
National Institutes of Health 
karen.lampe@nih.gov 

.,;. I GOT MY 
~ COVI0-19 V~CCINE 

Disclaimer 

Tl<'info1 mati0ncon1ai~ ill d1i'>communic.n1on from1h<' scndC'risconfidNllial. lt is:mcn-1cd ilOlel\' fo1 u~bv the ·ccipicmaododlc1-..,u11horiicdto1l'CC'ivt'it If \'011 are not tl:c 
1 cdpitnt. vou al'c x-1 cb~ noti tcd tlm an) disclo:,u1•c-.cop~ u1g. dist.I ibutiono, tal..iog actio11io rcbtion or tl1ccomcm:s of this dlfoonation is su ictlv prohibitcd and m,r,' bcunlJwf ul, 

J'hs email h.obc('O scam::-cl for vi:uses a:id mdware, and mav _1,;ivt Ix-en ,J11tomatic.:1Uy arc.hivedb)' ?,,li'Tiecast. J leader in cm.iii securit)' ,ind cy~r rfSilitnce. Mimccdst 1otegratc-s 
C'mail cltf c-n,r~ wilh hr,lltcl prac-ccion. scn1ri1y "'"c1rtne,~trc1inmg. wrb:,;c•rnrity.compli,mw ,mclotnere ....... rr,tial c.1pabilitir,. Mimt<:.t,t •c,J1')1;protc'<'t l<1'1<' .tml~m,1II organi,.ation, 
from m•licio11s.1cuvit~'. hum,lllcrror dlldtechrolog, failure; ,1Dd to lead the movemtlll cowud building a more r~ilient,\·orJd. Jo findoJt mae. vhit our,,etMite. 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_0l5822 
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IV. Dr. Morens Potentially Intentionally Deleted Official Records. 

Evidence in possession of the Select Subcommittee suggests that Dr. Morens, on 
numerous occasions, knowingly and willingly attempted to or actually deleted official records. 

Finding: Dr. Morens stated, on numerous occasions, that he intentionally deleted official 
records. 

Dr. Morens routinely expressed to others, especially Dr. Daszak, that he would delete any 
official records that may be sensitive-meaning ha1mful to Dr. Daszak. Fmther, Dr. Morens 
affnmatively stated that he did in fact delete records. 

In addition to Dr. Fauci 's possible personal e-mail use discussed above, Dr. Morens also 
implies that Dr. Fauci also deleted official records. Again, if hue, this raises serious questions of 
whether Dr. Fauci took pa1t in a conspiracy amongst the highest levels ofNIAID to destroy 
official records regarding the origins of COVID-19. 

Exhibit 1: October 5, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens20 

From: David Morens :@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 5, 20216:28 PM 
To: Peter Daszak - @ecohealthalliance.org > 
Subject: Re:Talking with Elizabeth Warren's staff 

Peter, iju~t got news thai a foia picked up an email i sent you saying that tony commentetl he was braindeatl, jokingly or course. 
However, Ron Johnson is all over itaml now after me. Tony will be pissed, rightly so. I tleletetl that email but i now learn that 
eve,y email i ever gol/se!IL since 1998 is captured and wi l I be turned over, whether or 1101 i i11sta11tly deleted it. 

Gmail, phone, text .... i need to scrupulously rely on those exclusively. d 

Sem from my iPhone 
David MMorens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 

Exhibit 2: June 16, 2020 e-mail from Dr. Morens 21 

Date: Tue. 16Jun 2020 2:22:55 PM -0400 

Sent: Tue, 16Jun 2020 2:22:54 PM -0400 

Subject: Re: Two reporters might contact you in the next couple of weeks. 

From: "Morens, David {NIHINIAID) IE]' :@gmail.com> 

To: 

CC: 

Peter Daszak- @ecOhealthalliance.019 >; 

Gerald Keusch- h@bu.edu>; Robert Kessler- @ecOhealthalliance.org >; Aleksei Chmura 
- @ecoliealtnalliance.org >; 

The FO!As are dreadful and paranoia- inducing. In the old days we had to do them ourselves, by hand. I mean 
finding and printing out thousands of emails coming in and going out. Now they sometimes FOIA text 
messages too. Many FOi As tum up thousands of pages of docs, and of course, most of meaningless. We are 
all smart enough to know to never have smoking guns. and i f we did we wouldn't put them in emails and if we 
found them we'd delete them. ln my 22 years at NIAID l have never seen a FOIA that turned up useful 
in formation d 

20 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., Pres., EcoHealth Alliance, hlc. (Oct. 5, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 011538). 
21 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (June 16, 2020) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 008588) . 
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Exhibit 3: June 28, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens22 

Ou Jtm 18, 2021, at -t: 10 ~1:. Morro.~, Da,-id (NIH!'NlAID) [iE)- @~l.roov v.-,nlfe: 

Sony! On 18 April 1,020. Prtc-r Daszak emailed me and Touy. coogJatuhting Tony on standing up fur 
scieocc. That email somdtow fell mto ~ kamis of~ Congressman. probably ,.-ia a FOIA of s=e 
wbo didn't dde'IC iL. as I did (delete all of Pdn-'s t'mails and ollu:n rda.ting lo Ofll!,in) when lh.e mil 

BU04541 

BOSTON UNIV,ERSITY CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT REQUESTED 

st-arted hrtt:ing the fan. 

Anyway die C oog:ressma.11 ~oi a copy of Peta D"s rn1.1il from somrone at~ and he now wmtsj ro get 
any reply Tony and I or anyone d~ may have sent back to Peter. Mine was era~ long ago ( I vmfied 
thal today) and l &d pn-tty sure T011)•'s wa.s too The ool way 10 avoid fOIA ha~lcs is to delcelc· all 
enaiib. '!.>ltro }'Oll learn a i.UbJect ,s gerti:11e camm·e In :iny t:alle, tl1ere 1s oottltmg here e,:ce:pt 
opportumtics to hassle, ham.», and b.nff ma puff .... 

d 

22 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Hotez, M.D., et. al. (June 28, 2021) (BU04541). 
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V. Dr. Morens Undermined NIH Efforts to Oversee EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. 

Evidence in possession of the Select Subcommittee suggests that Dr. Morens, while 
employed by NIAID and NIH acted as an agent on behalf of a federal grantee, EcoHealth. While 
acting as EcoHealth 's agent, Dr. Morens routinely advocated for EcoHealth to receive federal 
funding, assisted EcoHealth in responding to NIH compliance investigations, and was in direct 
communication with EcoHealth 's Board of Directors regarding the status of NIH funding. 

Finding: Dr. Morens assisted EcoHealth and Dr. Daszak in responding to active and 
ongoing NIH compliance effo1ts. 

Sho1t ly after April 24, 2020, when NIH first temlinated EcoHealth's grant, Dr. Morens began 
assisting Dr. Daszak in how to respond to NIH compliance effo1ts. Dr. Morens went so far as to edit both 
letters EcoHealth sent back to NIH and EcoHealth's press releases regarding the tennination. 
Additionally, as a NIAID employee, Dr. Morens advocated directly to EcoHealth's Board of Directors to 
reassure them that EcoHealth would have its funding restored. 

Finally, and concemingly, after EcoHealth was awarded a new grant in August of 2020, Dr. 
Morens emailed Dr. Daszak and asked for a kickback. 

Exhibit 1: March 29, 2021 e-mail f rom Dr. More11s 13 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [EJ @grnail.com> 
Sent: Monday, Marrh 29, 2021 l :08 PM 
To: Peter Daszak <a'ccohealthalliance.org>; Keusch,Jerl)'- (albu.edu>; RobertS, Rich l(alncb.com 
> 
Cc: Aleksei Chmura - (@ecoheahhalhance.org > 
Subject: Re: Response"'ioivllchael Lauer letters 

Perer, attached some edits for considera tion. In general I think ir makes the right points and presents a 
strong case. My comments are mostlly m inor w ord -smithing, plus clarifying and simpl i fying as much as 
possible, since this will probabl y be read by Lauer but w ill perhaps be leaked and read by many od1ers. 
david 

On3/29/2021 2:10 AM, Peter Daszak wrote: 

Hi Jerry, David, and Rich 

I can't remember which of you offered to review our draft response to Michael Lauer at NIH, but i t would be very 
hel1lful if one of you could. I 'm sending it to my pro bono lawyers as well, and they'll rip i nto it, but your advice 
and edits (using track changes) would be most helpful ... 

By the way, die WHO report comes om Tuesday morning our time(I think). 

1·11 have a fi nal draft version tomorrow that I' ll try to ge1 out lO you early. 

Cheers, 

Peter 

23 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Mar. 29, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 013382). 
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Exhibit 2: October 25, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens 14 

Date: Mon, 25 Oct 20216:37:lSAM -0400 

Sent: Mon, 25 Oct 20216:36:35 AM -0400 

Subject: RE: Short version of our response to NIH - bullets for sharing. 

From: Peter Daszak- @ecohealthalliance.org > 

To: David Morens■--!!!!!1■@gmail.com >; 

CC: Keusch, Gerald T- @bu.edu>; Aleksei Chmura■■ll@ecohealthalliance.org>; 

Thanks for the comments David - I 'II incorporate them today. 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
Presidenc 

EcoHealth Alliance 
520 Eighth Avenue, Su ite 1200 
New York, NY 10018-6507 
USA 

Tel.: 
Website: www.ecohealthalliance.org 
Twitter: @PeterDaszak 

EcoHealth Alliance develops science-based so/urions ro preveni pandemics and ,,romore conserlKltion 

From: David Morens • (a>gmail.com > 
Sent: Monday, October LS, 20216:31 AM 
To: Peter Daszak~ oheahhalliancc.org> 
Cc: Keusch, Gerald T- (@bu.edu>; Aleksei Chmura - @ecohealthalliance.org > 
Subject: Re: Shon version of our response to NIH• bullets l'orstiarliig. 

Peter, th is is an excellent draft. I will suggest some wordsm ithing tweets later today. d 

Sen1 from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD. NIAID. NIH 

On Oc125, 2021, a1 00:22, Peter Daszak - @ecohcalthalliance.org > wro1e: 

David, 

Attached isa single sheet with bullets explaining why Dr. Tabak was wrong and hopefully convincing folks at l\!H lO 

stop criticizing EHA's reporting compliance. 

Please don 't share the full letter yet- we'll edit that and get it to NIH by Tuesday hopefully. 

I'm also worried that folks a1 NIH might use it 10 furt her twist the knife so they can avoid looking like they ,nadea mistake 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_0l4241 

24 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Oct. 25, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 014241). 
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- which they did! 

Cheers. 

Peter 

P eter Oasz;ak 
President 

EcoHealth Alliance 
520 Eighth Avenue, Su ite 1200 
New York, NY 10018-6507 
USA 

Tel.: 
Website: www.ecoheaJthalliance.org 
Twitter: @PeterDaszak 

EcoHMlth Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent pandemics and promo1e conserva1ion 

D isclain1cr 

T hfinfonni!l1on cou.1ir.cd in tl-i-,commm ic:.1tu)f1 fromthesendtr i'>C:onf1dcn1i<1I. It 1sintcndec.l .';Olely foru:,e by d1frecipirnt ;,ndothersauthonzcd 1orecc1ve11. If yo;.i cm,? 

not ·he 1<'dp1cn1, vo.1,uc he1cbynot1f i<·d 1ho.1t ,10)' d1~do~m•,topving_.dbu ibutio1 01 t,1king•c1io, m reLl11on•)f th, con1enhof th,_., inf ormc11100 ,.,~t1ictly r,ro h1bit<'<i ,md ,my 

bcu11.,,.,.ru1. 

T hb email hJ:,b(>('nsc;.1noe<.1 f cx viru;e:, Jrd m ah\'drC'.dlld md'-' have [)(en automd·ic.:111\' arch ved bv J..timecd~t. J l(',;1der 111emdl soomt\' ,1nd C)·ber re-!iilience. M11necdsl 

int~rdt~ emdi I def t ll':i~ w ilh b:anc proloct1011 :;eCtwlly ,1w;irer~~:.tra1ning. web:;C'cm1ly. com1>l1dnt(' .ind odl<"re~enoal cc1~4b1liti('S. Mim('<.d':il 1el1>:. p1otect l;,trge.ind 

:;.indll o,ganrl.iltionsf n>m maliciou:;,c-t1vity, humd11(•rror c111d1ec 111ologyf,Llur(';dnd1ofe<1dthe 1nove1-ren1 towardbuikling d norere:.ili('nt ....,orld. To findoul more,v1sil 

our,\·e-~ile. 

Disclaimer 

T►c infonnatx>n cont.:ii~ in dli:; communicauon fromtht sender isconfide-mial. h is .mendrd solcly for use-by the ~ecipicmand othe~au1horized. lOf('(('iV<' it. If you arc nm d·e 
1f\·i11i?111, )Ou art> i>1 i.>h~ noti t1._>t l 1h-11 .tn} \li""li,,111 P, 1._0p) 1112, 1li-.t1 ihutirn101 1aki11i ,Y!ioni1111._ lat ion o f th.-c-rn11e111'\ of• hi, ,·1fo1 m,l! io11 i, ,11 i1._1lv 1:1 nhit~1ed ,l11d 111c1y hl"unlJ\\ fi1I. 

T►i, email h..-KbN•n scam:>tl forvi:u!>c>s.t11d m.J\\'.lrl', ,mdmdy 1dVl' been dlllOmdlic.11lyart'hivedb} M1 neC-d'il,d ~r1n em.1il se-rurity,mdcyberr~illtnc(I. Mimoc.i,t mtC'grales 
l'l !IJ1l dtf l'll~l·~ with ln .md 1nU!l'llh,111, :,t."ll!ltty .iw, n·11l~ll.iiua1g, wd,~c(.u1 ity ,(.0111pli.i11ll' ,mc.lu1.1crt.·~~c11tiJI UJ>Jbi!ilil' :i. Mi1rl'-"'ld':il •l·lp'!lprull'\.l IJl!,C ,md~n1,1 ll u 1gdniuciu11~ 
r1'()m m;1hdousJet1v1t}'· hum<111('rror .1ndtec:hrolog, fa1l l.-e: ,md to lt\.uJ lh~ movvnwnt t()wnd huildinga more 1~il1<-ntwor1cl To find 011 mtte), visit ourw<-b~ite 

MORE NS _SUBPOENA_ 014242 
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Exhibit 3: April 28, 2020 e-mail from Dr. More11s25 

Date: Tue, 28 Apr 2020 6:29:20 AM •0400 

Subject: Re: Broader statement 

From: David Morens■■■l@gmail.com> 

To: Keusch, Gerald T- @bu.edu>; 

CC: Peter oaszak- @ecohealthalliance.org >; Aleksei Chmura- @ecohealthalliance.org>: 

Guys, for some reason this Word doc won't allow me to save edits, so here are my comments. I like 
Jerry's edits, they add to the richness. Two minor things, in para 2, line 2 might say "ecologic niches 
" and in para 3, line 10, "Academies" .. david 
David M. Morens, MD 

gmail.com 
(work) 

  (cell) 

IMPORTANT: My gmail frequently sends incoming messages to Trash, which is apparently not 
correctable. If you don't hear from me in a reasonable time, please try again, call, or use my NIH email 
address 

IMPORTANT: For US Government-related email, please also reply to my NlAID address 

On Mon, Apr 27, 2020 at 10:40 PM Keusch, Gerald T- @bu.edu > wrote: 

I have made a number of suggestions to both avoid pejoratives and at the same time indicate why it 
is foolish to sever the ties with the Chinese you have. Maybe this is too much. Don't send it with 
my edits until others have a chance to reflect and see if it is measw-ed enough. I think it is very 
important 10 note why this is so counterproductive 10 our needs as a country co truly understand 
how this happened. 

Jerry 

From: Peter Daszak @ecohealthalliance.org > 
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2020 10:16 PM 
To: David Morens @grnail.com >; Keusch, Gerald T iiiiiiiiiiiiiii@bu.edu> 
Cc: Aleksei Chmura ecohealthalliance.or > 
Subject: Broader statement 
Importance: High 

Any chance you could look over this statement and suggest whether there is anything we should change? 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_007204 

25 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat'l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat'l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Apr. 28, 2020) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 007204). 
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Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 

President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

460 West 34th Street 

New York, NY 10001 

USA 

Tel.: 

Website: www.ecohedlthalliance.org 

Twitter: @PeterDaszak 

EcoHealth Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent pandemics and pmmote conservation 

MORE NS _SUBPOENA_ 007205 
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Exhibit 4: October 25, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens 26 

From: 
To: 
Cc:; 

Subj ect: 

Date: 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY CONFIDENTIA L TREATMENT REQUESTED 

Keusch, Gerald T 
Peter Oaszak 
A.lc ksci Chmura 

R.E: OraA: req>0m:e to Michael Lauer . plea~ r eview 

Monday, October 25, 2021 4:25:00 PM 

I j ust spent some t ime on t he phone w it h David. He is concerned about t he 

privacy of t ext and other messages from his cell phone to you and me because 
he has been using a government phone which permits personal conversations 

as well. So even things via gmail sent and received on his cell phone cou ld be 

FOIA'able. This came from Tony in their conversat ion this morning. 

David has mult iple t hings going on this week, including med ical appointments, 

closing on house, and the need to get himself a personal smart phone, and 

Tony has t old him not to be in touch with you and EHA for the t ime being. He 

will stay connected to me and via me to you . He wanted to reiterate a couple 

of t hings. First, on the t imeline to make it more specific w it h dat es and details. 

Getting in touch wit h Stern my is really important and being sure he is well 

informed, acknowledges the t ime line and the commun ications you ment ion, 

and is on board because he w ill certa inly be questioned. He also suggested 

that you discuss with him t he need for NIH to check t he records and t o confirm 

when documents were fi led and acknowledged. And that when you were 

aware that it was necessary to fi le the 5 year report t he system shut you out 

and you presumed t hat was normal process as you were t hen int o t he new 

grant year 1. 

Jerry 

From: David Morens @gmail.com> 

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 9:36 AM 

To: Peter Daszak- @ecohealthall iance.org> 

Cc: Keusch, Gerald T- @bu.edu>; Alekse1 Chmura- @ecohealthalhance.org> 
Subject: Re: Draft response to Michael Lauer · please review 

Peter, i will be meet ing w ith Tony about th is later on 

Does Stemmy know about this new t imeline and will he back you up, including t he problem with 
being shut out of t he electronic report system? d 

Sent from my iPhone 

BU10302 

26 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Oct. 25, 2021) (BU10302). 
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT REQUESTED 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Oct 25, 2021, at 06:37, Peter Daszak- @ecohealthalliance.org> wrote: 

Yes- I think you're r ight. I'm trying to walk the line in this letter between clearly stating 

that EcoHealth didn't breach reporting requirements, and not causing any damage to 

NIH, but I do have to respond if they're going to be out there with comments to t he 

press like Francis who is quoted in the Washington Post as saying there' ll be 

consequences for us for 'messing up': 

The grant to EcoHealth has been suspended, Collins said Thursday. 
"They messed up here. There's going to be some consequences for 
EcoHealth. ~ he said. But he also said that, had the e11.'Pe1imental result 
been reported earlier, "it would not ha Ye been a reason to sort of hit the 
panic button and say my god this is dangerous stuff." 

https· //www wasbiogtonpost com/hea!th/2021 /1 0121 /nih-ecohealtb-alliance­
coronayjrus / 

I get it tha t the consequences may not amount to much, but if the public is being told 

we did risky research and didn't monitor it well, t hey' ll not support us if NIH cancels all 

our fund ing. 

Please tell Francis, Tony, Dr. Tabak and all that my whole family is being affected when 

they read comments like this in the press. The toll is awful, and t he language they are 

using is j ust not fair. We' re a 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Oaszak 

President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 

a year non-profit - t hey represent NIH. 

BU10303 
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT REQUESTED 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Twitter: @PeterDaszak 

EcoHealth Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent pandemics and promote 

conservation 

From: David Morens @gmail com> 

Sent: Monday, October 25, 2021 6:27 AM 

To: Peter Daszak @eeohealtballiaoce org> 

Cc: Keusch, Gerald T >; Aleksei Chmura 

@ecohealtballiaoce org> 
Subject: Re: Draft response to Michael Lauer - please review 

Guys, i wi ll try to weigh in later today as i will be fully swamped until then 

Peter, from Tony's numerous recent comments to me, and from what Francis has been 

vocal about over the past 5 days, they are trying to protect you, w hich also protects 

their own reputations 

I hate to be too optimistic but maybe the t ide is turning? d 

Sent from my iPhone 

David M Morens 

OD, NIAID, NIH 

On Oct 24, 2021, at 23:56, Peter Daszak 

wrote: 

Hi Jerry and David, 

@ecohealthalliance.org> 

I know it's expecting a lot, but I'm t rying to rap idly respond to Michael 

Lauer's letter demanding IACUCs and all unpublished data, as well as to 

Tabak's public statement that EcoHealth failed to comply w ith reporting 

restrictions. 

Please have a look through this letter, and use track changes or comment 

boxes to suggest where the language needs to be stronger or more 

w impy. I'm t rying to walk the line between clearly refuting t he 

allegations, and not throwing NIAID program staff under the bus. 

BU10304 
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BOSTON UNIVERSITY CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT REQUESTED 

I'm hoping to submit this either Monday evening or Tuesday, ahead of the 

deadline, so we can remove ourselves from the press attacks quickly, and 

tell people publicly that we complied w ith reporting requirements. 

David - I'll send some bullets for you to pass on to Tony later on. 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Oaszak 

President 

EcoHealth Alliance 

520 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1200 

New York, NY 10018-6507 

USA 

Tel. : 

Website: www.ecohealthalliance.org 

Twitter : @PeterDaszak 

EcoHealth Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent pandemics 

and promote conservation 

Disclaimer 

The infonnation contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. 
It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. 
If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, 
copying, dist ribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this 
information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 

This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been 
automatically archived by Mimecast, a leader in email security and cyber 
resilience. Mimecast integrates email defenses with brand protection, security 
awareness training, web security, compliance and other essential capabilities. 
Mimecast helps protect large and small organizations from malicious activity, 
human error and technology failure; and to lead the movement toward building 
a more resilient world. To find out more, visit our website. 
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Exhibit 5: December 7, 2021 e-mail from Dr. More11s27 

Date: Tue, 7 Dec 2021 2:03:29 PM -osoo 
Sent: Tue, 7 Dec 2021 2:03:27 PM -0500 

Subject: Re: Peter Daszak and the Salem Witch Trials 

From: Nancye Green_ @dgtwo.com> 

To: David Morens s@gmail.com>; 

David, 
Yes! I do remember you. And I cannot thank you enough for this wonderful note. lam the EHA Board Chair, 
beginning this role about a year before the outbreak. Have been by Peter's side throughout, brainstorming first 
all of the accolades and then all of the crazies. 

Our board has been incredibly supportive of Peter and I have not heard a word otherwise since the craziness 
began. We have worked to keep them as well informed as we can, but no one has wavered. In od1er words, we 
know that Peter is a great scientist, a deeply honest man, and always docs what he believes is right. I work 
myself in biotech and know how unclear science is by its very nature - and how tl1e picture can change with 
more evidence. We are living in a world of polarities and it doesn't suit the scientific process very well. 

You are thoughtful and generous co have shared your valuable perspective. l appreciate it and, with your 
permission, would love to forward it to our boa.rd. If that doesn't work for you, no problem. You should know 
that we have no one FOIA-able on our board. We have made sure to only use personal addresses. And if you 
would like me to send your comments unattributed to you personally, that would work too. It never hurts to 
support Peter with so many untruths flying around. 

T hope to meet you again in the coming months and thank you so much for your thoughtful words. It means a lot 
to all of us. We are very proud of EHA and the incredjble work al I of our scientists do around the world - often 
at great risk to themselves. They are committed to the work as are we! 

All the best, 
Nancye 

Nancye Green 
Donovan/Green 

---www.donovangreen.com <http://www.donovangreen.com > 

EcoHealth Alliance Chair 
www.ecohealthalliance.org <http://www.ecohealthalliance.org > 

On 12/7/21, 1:43 PM, "David Morens" @gmail.com > wrote: 

Hi Nancye, you may not remember that we met a couple years ago, I 
can't exactly remember where, but I am writing you because I believe 
you are on the EcoHeallh Board, and wane to put in a word for Peter 
and the EcoHealch team, and all the great work they have been doing. 

I am a scientist at NJH but because of death threats and general 
harassment of me and more particularly my boss, Tony Fauci, we have to 
keep all communications like this on private email so that it can't be 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_0l9667 

27 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l Insts. of 
Health, to Nancye Green, Chaiiman, Board ofDit-ectors, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Dec. 7, 2021) 
(MO RENS_ SUBPOENA O 19667) 
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retrieved via a FOIA, as we have been FOIA's so many 1imes we've all 
lost count, and we have had 10 set up a special FOIA team just over 
the issue of Peter and related matters. 

I have known Peter for over 15 years, have published scientific papers 
wi Lh him, have published in the EcoHealth journal, and have even 
nomjnated him to the Cosmos Club. 

Peter is an exceptional scientist, literally the world's top expert in 
corooavirus emergences, and a scrupulously honest man. It is 
horrifying and heart-breaking to see all this unfold. 

What has been happening over the past year is pure evil politics: the 
charges against him and against EcoHealth are false. It is sad that 
many in the media have elevated political charges without merit into 
the realm of false equivalency (e.g., lab leaks and man-made 
Frankenstein viruses are given equal weight to the obvious natural 
origin of the SARS-CoV-2 virus), but this is the new world we live in. 
Guilty unti l proven innocent, even when the charges are false to the 
point of being crazy. 

The vast majority of us in the science communi ty know the truth but, 
sadly, most don't speak out for fear they will be attacked too. My 
boss Tony Fauci is covered by secret service 24-7, and when we go up 
onto the 7th floor of our building, all staff, people like me, arc met 
with armed police. Friends of mine are lying low because of threats 
to them and their families, and so many have told me they'd love to 
defend Peter but they are afrai9d the wrath of the conspiracy crazies 
will turn to them. What Peter has been experiencing is terrible but 
no longer unique. 

Which leads me to say: T hope the Board will support Peter through 
this. Remember that HE is the good guy in this story, and some day, 
when the history books are written about this, Peter and Eco Health 
wil l be the heroes, not the villains. Even though it's not apparent, 
there is much Juve and goodwill uut there in Lhe scienLlfit: community 
for Peter and EcoHealth. Please stand up for what is good and right, 
and suppo11 Peter until this ends. 

Thanks, david morens 

David M. Morens, MD 
Stonehall, No. 800 

mail.com 
(work) 
(cell) 

IMPORTANT: My gmail frequently sends incoming messages to Trash, which 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_0l9668 
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Exhibit 6: 

Date: 

Sent: 

August 27, 2020 e-mail from Dr. More11s28 

Thu, 27 Aug 2020 11:32:23 PM -0400 

Thu, 27 Aug 2020 11:32:20 PM -0400 

Subject: RE: STAT: NIH awards $7.5 million grant to EcoHealth Alliance, months after uproar over 
political interference 

From: Peter Daszak @ecohealthaJliance.org > 

To: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) [El @gmail.com >; Gerald Keusch - @bu.edu 
>; 

Attachments: image00l.jpg 
Very happy to see this announced today. Just hoping thattheerram scheisters on One America News Necwork don't start 
banging the drum so loud char the Orange Blob decides co decapitate this one also ... . 

Thanks for your kind words, anti of course there's a kick-back. Itstans with 5 more years of FolA requests (Jean Patterson told 
me they received a nasty phone cal l over a momh ago when it went up on NIHReporter.gov [rom the person who FolA'd our 
R0l). I just hope ic doesn't culminate in S years in Federal jail, or even Chinese 're-educa1ion camp' . . 

Cheers, 

Peter 

Peter Daszak 
Presidem 

EcoHealth Alliance 
520 Eigh~1 Avenue, Suite 1200 
New York, NY 10018-6507 
USA 

Tel. : 
Website: www.f'coh<'·1l tha11ian<'f'.org 
Twitter: @.Pel.er0aszak 

EcoHea/th Alliance develops science-based solutions to prevent pandemics and promote conservatiol! 

From: M orens, David (NHVN IAID) [El @niaid.nih.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, August 27, 2020 7:54 PM 
To: PetcrDaszak @ecohealthalliancc.org >; Gerald Kcusch- @bu.edu> 
Subject: Fwd: STAT: NIH awards $7.5 mill ion gram 10 Ec0Heal1h A ll iance, months after uproar over political inter ference 

Ahem .... do i get a kickback???? Too much fooking money! DO you deserve ital I? Let's discuss .... Seriously, this is great 
news. Well deserved ... , There isstilljusticein a Trump-infected universe .... d 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, NIAID, NIH 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Folkers, Greg(NIH/NIAID) IEl"- @niaid.nih.gov> 
Date: August 27, 2020 at 18:04:15 EDT 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_001152 

28 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Aug. 27, 2020) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 001152). 
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To: NTAID COGCORE ii>mail.nih. ov>, NIA ID OCGR Leg···••~@~m!!§.ai!.LJl.n@ih!Jl.g~ov>, NIA TD 
OD AM @niai .n· 1.gov > 
Subject : awards $7.5 million grant to EcoHealth /\lliance, months after uproar over political 
intufuence 

NIH awards $7.5 million grant to 
EcoHealth Alliance, months after 
uproar over political interference 
BvHELEN BRANSWELL @HP.IP.nBranswP.I: AUGUST 27. 2020 
Reprin!l? 

• 

MORE NS _SUBPOENA_ 001153 
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VI. Dr. Morens Acted Unbecoming of a Federal Employee.

Evidence in the possession of the Select Subcommittee suggests that Dr. Morens acted 
unbecoming of a federal employee. Being employed by the U.S. government is a privilege not a 

right. Dr. Morens abused his position and made inappropriate and misogynistic statements, some 
on his official e-mail account. These statements represent a disdain for the American public, 

whom Dr. Morens pmportedly serves, and establishes that he should not have a position of 

public tmst. 

Findin�: Dr. Morens made inappropriate, disrespectful, and misogynistic statements that 
am unbecoming of a representative of the United States government. 

Dr. Morens showed a concerning pattern of behavior that suggests he is not qualified to 
hold a position of public tiust. Dr. Morens made numerous misogynistic and sexist comments 
that are inappropriate for any workplace. It raises serious questions regarding the integrity of 
Dr. Fauci's office and if Dr. Fauci knew his own Senior Advisor was making these comments. 

Exhibit 1: November 18, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens29

You may be amLL';ed at the following aside that was a big surprise to me. He was asking my opinion about what 
is wrong with CDC and in the process said, out of the blue, that it was HE who got Rod1elle Wolensky her job 
as CDC director by lobbying for her to Ron Klain. 
Wei.I, she does wear a skirt.. .. I poured a little cold water on her 
but he was undcte1Ted in thinking she is the rnt's pi!jrun.:is .... 

His main interest at the moment is making ''universal" coronavirus vaccines, the COVID-19 end game, and 
things related to COVlD immunity. 
He's asked me co co-write with him 2 or 3 papers on these subjects, this being in the context of giving him ideas 
to communicate in his weekly WH press conferences and meeting with Biden's higher ups on a regular basis, 
plus being on TV. 

Please give my best wishes to you-know-who david David M. Morens, MD Stonehall 

@mail.com 
(work) 
(cell) 

IMPORTANT: My gmail frequently sends incoming messages to Trash, which is apparently not correctable. If 
you don't hear from me inn rensonnble time, plensc try again, call, or use my NIH email nddress 

IMPORTA T: F"or US Government- related email, please also reply to my NIAID aclclres 

29 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat'l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat'l Insts. of
Health, to Gerald Keusch, M.D. (Nov. 18, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOE A 014740).
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Exhibit 2: December 11, 2020 e-mail from Dr. Morens30 

From: Morens, David (NIH/ NIAJD) (E] I s@gmail.com > 
Sent: Friday, December 11, 2020 1:17 PM 
To: PeterDaszak - @ecohealthalliance.org>; Keusch, GeraldT- @bu.edu > 
Cc: Aleksei Chm~ @ecohealthalliance.org > 
Subject: Re: An amusing article for your Friday read ... 

Great story, great snark (snark is good!). Beverage is always good, and best delivered by a blonde 
nymphomaniac, if you can manage that. Actually, at my age I'll take a brunette. Even a red head. Any hair at 
all.. .. d 

Exhibit 3: July 22, 2020 e-mail from Dr. Morens 31 

1 am actually imbibing a double, or is it a triple???, martini at the momenL Not sure of the amount of EtOH because i just 
p011rt'tl unlil my d how got sore. But the olive al the bottom 1s hard to see. No hot tub in my contlo. J trieu to nNe~otiate 
a jacuLZi but they balkrd, ,rnd i caved. In any case now that I am divorced what good is a hoc tub or jacuzzi? Jf i am lucky 

enuui;h to fi ntl a ~irlfriend i will spring for a jac uv.i , up)lrade my wine cooler, geld m dllress that will t.ike more of a 
pounding, and stop working so bard. lo the meantime, i will work al my job of trying to make tl1e boss look good. D 

Sent from my iPhone 
David M Morens 
OD, :--llAlD, NIH 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_014495 

30 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (Dec. 11 , 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 005154). 
31 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Gerald Keusch, Ph.D., et. al. (July 22, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 014495). 
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Exhibit 4: July 25, 2021 e-mail from Dr. Morens32 

From: Morens, David (NIH/NIAID) (El @gmail.com > 
Sent: Sunday, July 25, 2021 3: 10 PM 
To: Peter Daszak- @ecohealthalliance.org>;Keusch, Gerald T 
llllllll@bu.edu~; Robercs, Rich- @neb.com>; Hotez, Peter 
Jay- @bc;m.edu.> 
Cc: Robert Kessler- @ecohealthalliance.org '.'.. 
Subject: Re: explicit language warning! 

He probably doesn't know how to F*%$ himself, as he 
claerly failed anatomy. And all tbe other med school 
subjects. d 

On 7/25/2021 3:20 PM, Peter Daszak wrote: 

Here's a story, not for the faint-hearted. 

It's a question for Senator (Dr.) Rand Paul., from a 
member of the public who called into one of his public 
Q&A sessions. 

Obviously, one doesn't condone this base level of 

MORENS_SUBPOENA_021282 

public discourse, but I found myself curiously buoyed 
by it after his months of continued attacks ... 

Here's a story: 

l11tps://goodwordoews.com!senator- rand-paul-said-to­
get-fucked-at-vinual-town-hall/ 

Here's the video on T\vitter: 

hups://twiuer.com/µhil lewis /status/14186762460038184967s- 10 

Cheers, 

Peter 

32 E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Nat' l hlst. of Allergy & hlfectious Diseases, Nat' l hlsts. of 
Health, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. al. (July 25, 2021) (MORENS_SUBPOENA 021282). 
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Page 35 of 35 
 

VII. Dr. Morens Likely Provided False Testimony To The Select Subcommittee.  
 

On December 22, 2023 and January 18, 2024, Dr. Morens testified at transcribed 
interviews before the Select Subcommittee.33 At the interviews, Select Subcommittee counsel 
advised Dr. Morens that he was required pursuant to Title 18 Section 1001 of the United States 
Code to answer questions truthfully, including questions posed by Congressional staff in the 
interview, and that if he knowingly made false statements, he could be subject to criminal 
prosecution.34 Dr. Morens stated, on the record, that he understood the requirement and the 
consequences of not complying with that requirement.35 

 
The evidence presented throughout this memorandum establishes that Dr. Morens likely 

provided false testimony to the Select Subcommittee.  
 

 
33 Transcribed Interview of David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Dir., Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & Infectious Diseases 
(Dec. 22, 2023); Transcribed Interview of David Morens, M.D., Senior Advisor, Dir., Nat’l Inst. of Allergy & 
Infectious Diseases (Jan. 18, 2024).  
34 Id.  
35 Id.  
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:17:12 PM

To:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Cc:  
 < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ;  <

@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 

Good afternoon, Laurence,
 
Yes, I am available for a discussion.
 
Best regards,
Anthony
 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <  
< @nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 
Good afternoon Anthony,
 
This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning Dr.
Morens' email that his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The email was from
Gmail and Proton accounts.
 
The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails that Dr.
Morens created or received in these non-government accounts were returned or captured by
NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that using a personal account does not violate the FRA
provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the official account within 20 days.
 
Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related to
the attached letter?
 
Thanks,
Laurence
 
 
 
‐‐
Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
 

    
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:28:00 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Cc:  
 < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ;  <

@nara.gov>

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 

2:00 work?

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:17 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good afternoon, Laurence,

 

Yes, I am available for a discussion.

 

Best regards,

Anthony

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

Good afternoon Anthony,

 

This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning
Dr. Morens' email that his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The email was from
Gmail and Proton accounts.

 

The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails that Dr.
Morens created or received in these non-government accounts were returned or captured by
NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that using a personal account does not violate the FRA
provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the official account within 20 days.

 

Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related to
the attached letter?

 

Thanks,

Laurence

 

 

 

--
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Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.

 

-- 

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:30:12 PM

To:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Cc:  
 < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ;  <

@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 

Yes
 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:28 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <  
< @nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 
2:00 work?
 
On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:17 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good afternoon, Laurence,
 
Yes, I am available for a discussion.
 
Best regards,
Anthony
 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <  

< @nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 
Good afternoon Anthony,
 
This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning
Dr. Morens' email that his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The email was from
Gmail and Proton accounts.
 
The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails that
Dr. Morens created or received in these non-government accounts were returned or captured
by NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that using a personal account does not violate the
FRA provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the official account within 20
days.
 
Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related to
the attached letter?
 
Thanks,
Laurence
 
 
 
‐‐
Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

 
‐‐
Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
 

    
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:31:02 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Cc:  
 < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ;  <

@nara.gov>

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 

Great, would you send a Teams invite?

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:30 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Yes

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:28 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

2:00 work?

 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:17 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good afternoon, Laurence,

 

Yes, I am available for a discussion.

 

Best regards,

Anthony

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

Good afternoon Anthony,

 

This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning
Dr. Morens' email that his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The email was
from Gmail and Proton accounts.

 

The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails that
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Dr. Morens created or received in these non-government accounts were returned or captured
by NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that using a personal account does not violate
the FRA provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the official account within
20 days.

 

Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related to
the attached letter?

 

Thanks,

Laurence

 

 

 

--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

 

--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

NARA-000159

mailto:Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
https://records-express.blogs.archives.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/usnationalarchives
https://twitter.com/usnatarchives
https://instagram.com/usnatarchives/
http://todaysdocument.tumblr.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/usnatarchives/
mailto:Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
https://records-express.blogs.archives.gov/


    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.

 

-- 

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:32:39 PM

To:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 

Sure, should I include everyone the CC line as well
 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:31 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <  
< @nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 
Great, would you send a Teams invite?
 
On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:30 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Yes
 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:28 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <  

 < @nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 
2:00 work?
 
On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:17 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good afternoon, Laurence,
 
Yes, I am available for a discussion.
 
Best regards,
Anthony
 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <  

 < @nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 
Good afternoon Anthony,
 
This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup
concerning Dr. Morens' email that his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The
email was from Gmail and Proton accounts.
 
The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails that
Dr. Morens created or received in these non-government accounts were returned or
captured by NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that using a personal account does not
violate the FRA provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the official
account within 20 days.
 
Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related
to the attached letter?
 
Thanks,
Laurence
 
 
 
‐‐
Laurence Brewer, CRM
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Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
 

    
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and are confident the content is safe.

 

 
‐‐
Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
 

    
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

 
‐‐
Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
 

    
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:45:07 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 

Yes, please do. 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:32 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Sure, should I include everyone the CC line as well

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:31 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

Great, would you send a Teams invite?

 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:30 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Yes

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:28 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

2:00 work?

 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:17 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good afternoon, Laurence,

 

Yes, I am available for a discussion.

 

Best regards,

Anthony

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:06 PM
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To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

Good afternoon Anthony,

 

This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup
concerning Dr. Morens' email that his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The
email was from Gmail and Proton accounts.

 

The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails that
Dr. Morens created or received in these non-government accounts were returned or
captured by NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that using a personal account does not
violate the FRA provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the official
account within 20 days.

 

Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related
to the attached letter?

 

Thanks,

Laurence

 

 

 

--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.
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--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

 

--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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-- 

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
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From:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Sent time:  05/28/2024 01:46:48 PM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Subject:  Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case
 

Anthony, please use this email address, too. Thanks!

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:45 PM Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> wrote:
Yes, please do. 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:32 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Sure, should I include everyone the CC line as well

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:31 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

Great, would you send a Teams invite?

 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:30 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Yes

 

From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:28 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

2:00 work?

 

On Tue, May 28, 2024 at 1:17 PM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good afternoon, Laurence,

 

Yes, I am available for a discussion.

 

Best regards,

Anthony
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From: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 1:06 PM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Cc:  < nara.gov>; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; 

 < nara.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIH Unauthorized Case

 

Good afternoon Anthony,

 

This morning the Archivist received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup
concerning Dr. Morens' email that his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The
email was from Gmail and Proton accounts.

 

The Archivist has asked me to reach out to see if NIH can confirm whether all emails
that Dr. Morens created or received in these non-government accounts were returned or
captured by NIH. I have explained to the Archivist that using a personal account does
not violate the FRA provided such emails are returned (forwarded/copied) to the official
account within 20 days.

 

Are you able to talk today, or perhaps send me an email with your understanding related
to the attached letter?

 

Thanks,

Laurence

 

 

 

--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and are confident the content is safe.
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--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and are confident the content is safe.

 

 

--

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government

National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539

Cell: 

Blog: Records Express

 

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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-- 

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express

    

-- 

Laurence Brewer, CRM
Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government
National Archives and Records Administration
Laurence.Brewer@nara.gov
Office: (301) 837-1539
Cell: 
Blog: Records Express
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From:  'Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA)' via ExecSec <ExecSec@nara.gov>

Sent time:  06/10/2024 05:27:57 PM

To:  William.bosanko@nara.gov

Cc:  Execsec@nara.gov; Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

BCc:  nara.gov

Subject:  HHS Federal Records Act Compliance Response

Attachments:  HHS Federal Records Act Compliance Response.pdf    
 

Good evening, Mr. Bosanko,
 
Please see the attached letter in response to your inquiries dated May 14, 2024, and June 4, 2024, regarding the Department of
Health and Human Services’ compliance with the Federal Records Act and allegations of the unauthorized disposition of agency
records by National Institutes of Health employee, Dr. David Morens. 
 
Thank you,
 
Cheryl R. Campbell
Assistant Secretary for Administration
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES                                   Office of the Secretary 
            

                        Assistant Secretary for Administration 
                                   Washington, DC  20201 

 

 
 

 
June 10, 2024 
 
Mr. William J. Bosanko 
Deputy Archivist of the United States     
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC  20408 
 
Dear Mr. Bosanko: 
 
This letter is in response to your inquiries dated May 14, 2024, and June 4, 2024, regarding the 
Department of Health and Human Services’ (HHS or Department) compliance with the Federal 
Records Act (FRA) and allegations of the unauthorized disposition of agency records by National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) employee, Dr. David Morens. HHS is also in receipt of Ms. Colleen 
Shogan’s inquiry dated June 5, 2024. 
 
On September 29, 2023, NIH provided a response to NARA confirming that the following corrective 
actions were taken to address the allegations of unauthorized disposition of records: 
 

• Provided HHS and NIH agency-specific records management training to Dr. Morens to 
ensure awareness and compliance of his records management responsibilities. 
 

• Conducted an interview between the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
(NIAID) Executive Officer and Dr. Morens at which time he was formally made aware of the 
allegation as cited in the House of Representatives Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus 
Pandemic (the subcommittee) letter (addressed to both Dr. Morens and the NIAID Office of 
the Director). 
 

• Provided a Knowledge of Agreement (dated July 19, 2023) to Dr. Morens, in which Dr. 
Morens certified that he understood his obligation to comply with the FRA and agreed to 
immediately transfer all communications related to his NIH work or sent with an NIH 
signature block from his personal email accounts to his official NIH account.   

 
It has since come to our attention through an email from NARA on May 28, 2024, and a subsequent 
meeting, that in addition to his personal Gmail account, Dr. Morens used an encrypted Proton Mail 
account. On June 4, 2024, NIH instructed Dr. Morens to locate, mark for litigation hold, and provide 
to NIH a copy of all records, documents, data, and information created and/or received using his 
official NIH email, his personal Gmail, and any other associated accounts by June 18, 2024.   Once 
any emails concerning NIH’s mission are forwarded from Dr. Morens’s personal accounts to Dr. 
Morens’s NIH account, the NIH Records Officer will provide second response describing any 
additional findings to NARA and HHS.  
 
HHS remains fully committed to records management compliance and takes seriously the 
Department’s responsibility to preserve all official records in accordance with applicable statutory 
and regulatory requirements.  To ensure all employees and contractors are educated and compliant 
with records management regulations and procedures, HHS has taken the following steps: 
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Mr. William J. Bosanko 
June 10, 2024 

Page 2 
 

 

• Updated the Department's records management policy on February 1, 2024. 
 

• Reissued a records retention policy for all HHS Capstone Officials on May 23, 2024. 
 

• Provided mandatory new employee and annual records management training to all HHS 
employees, contractors, interns, and fellows.  
 

• Provided executive records management briefings for incoming and departing Senior 
Officials, Political Appointees, and staff with records management responsibilities within 60 
days of arrival or departure. 

 
Furthermore, HHS will launch the Annual HHS Records Management Training to all HHS 
employees, contractors, interns, and fellows no later than September 4, 2024.  In the interim, HHS 
will issue a department-wide Records Management Training refresher to all employees. Additionally, 
any departing Political Appointees and Senior Officials will receive executive records management 
briefings upon departure through the Presidential Transition Team.   
 
Records management training and executive briefings include: 
 

• Protection of federal records against loss, unauthorized destruction or alteration, and illegal 
removal from HHS; 
 

• Appropriate identification and capturing of records from email, social media, or electronic 
messaging accounts, hard drives, and shared network drives; and  
 

• Procedures to ensure all documents in an employee’s custody that are responsive to a 
litigation hold are preserved prior to the employee’s departure. 
  

HHS respectfully confirms compliance with the FRA and remains fully committed to effective 
governance and the continued preservation of all federal records.  
 
Should you have any additional questions while we work on your request, please contact the HHS 
Departmental Records Officer, Susan Little, at  and/or the NIH Records 
Officer, Anthony Gibson, at   
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Cheryl R. Campbell 
      Assistant Secretary for Administration  
      Senior Agency Official for Records Management 
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Sent time:  06/11/2024 08:44:24 AM

To:  Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>

Cc:  Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ;  < nara.gov>

Subject:  Request Status - HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)

Attachments:  

NIH Records Officer Response Follow-up Assistant Secretary Campbell NARA Deputy Archivist Bosanko 06062024sf.pdf     Dr. David
Morens Records Management Information Security Awareness Training _ Annual Refresher Training Transcripts _ Certificates of
Completion.pdf     Federal Records Act Compliance.pdf     NIH Records Officer Notification Follow Up NIAID NARA Allegations of
Unauthorized Records Destruction 20240604 Proton.pdf    

 

Good morning, Laurence,
 
For your situational awareness, please see the attached and below for NIH’s response to the Deputy Archivist’s Inquiry (04 June
2024) to ASA Campbell.  The agency’s formal response has been submitted to the NIH’s Office of the Executive Secretariat for
processing.   
 
The focus of this response is to address Deputy Archivist’s concerns.
 
ISSUE:  
The National Institutes of Health acknowledges receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter
dated June 04, 2024, from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States.
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations (CFRs), NARA
requested the HHS/NIH respond to allegations of non‐compliance (Records Management Training) as indicated in recent
Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J.
Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following:
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised significant concerns about
compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by the National Institutes of Health and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network resource access) complete
records management training within 60 days of employment and that they must complete annual refresher training.

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, senior agency officials,
and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to six months of a presidential administration
change.

4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of corrective action to address
any shortcomings in your records management training program.

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others who create, receive,
access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, with a particular focus on managing both
permanent and temporary email records and the use of

personal email accounts.
 
SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records management and clarified the
definition of a record. General training requirements are outlined in related regulations, i.e., the 36 CFR 1220.34 and the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017‐01, which requires Federal agencies to provide annual
training to all agency personnel regarding their records management responsibilities.   
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant recipients, detailees,
interns, and other non‐government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of
the agency, must complete Information Security and Information Management training prior to network access as well as an
annual refresher course while in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources.
Furthermore, the agency has included in its response a training transcript to confirm Dr. Morens has completed this
requirement each year for which we legally bound to have records, 2019‐2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory
refresher training is in process). In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management
offers 17 additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special volunteers and/or
temporary employees.
 
Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, annually informs NIH personnel
of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and policy, and provides training specific to the practices and
policies of the organization.  Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction,
in addition to ICO specific trainings.
 
To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an annual notice regarding Records
Retention Requirements. The notice will address:
•      Rules of Behavior for General Users,
•      44 U.S.C. 2911‐Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non‐Official Electronic Messaging Accounts,
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and
•     NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms of communication i.e., Email,
Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.
 
Attachment 1: PDF – NIH’s Records Officer’s Response
Attachment 2: PDF – Dr. Morens’ Training Record
Attachment 3: PDF – Archivist of the United States Letter to Secretary Becerra (05 June 2024) and Deputy Archivist Bosanko’s
Letter to ASA Campbell (14 May & 04 June 2024)
 
 
Background: NIH Unauthorized Case UD‐2023‐0075 (Morens) 28 May 2024
 
The Archivist of the United States received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning Dr. Morens' email that his
committee received after issuing a subpoena. The emails were from Gmail and Proton accounts.
 
NARA has asked NIH to confirm whether all emails that Dr. Morens created or received in his non‐government accounts were
returned or captured by NIH.
To their point the SSCP has identified via subpoena an undisclosed email account (Proton, email).
 
The NIH cannot confirm, all emails created and/or received by Dr. Morens utilizing his non‐government accounts were returned
and/or captured by NIH.
 
The NIH has expanded its original search criteria for responsive documents to include Dr. Morens’ Proton and any other non‐
government / personal accounts.  (S: 18 June 2024)
 
Attachment: 1 PDF NIH Records Officer Follow‐up NIAID NARA Allegations of Unauthorized Records Destruction 20240604
 
 
Respectfully,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
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From: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E]
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E]
Subject: Request for documentation pertaining to Information Security Awareness Training / Annual Refresher Training

Transcripts / Certificates of Completion
Date: Thursday, June 6, 2024 9:40:47 AM

Hi Anthony,
 
I can confirm that Dr. David Morens has completed the initial New Hire training (see below):
 
INFORMATION SECURITY FOR NEW HIRES

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - NIH Information Security Program 08/31/2004  

2 - Sensitive Information 08/31/2004  

3 - Local and Remote Access 06/29/2005  

4 - Internet Safety 06/29/2005  

5 - Situational Awareness 06/29/2005  

6 - Rules of Behavior and Agreements 08/31/2004  

7 - Insider Threats 08/31/2004  

8 - Emergency Preparedness 07/11/2019 08/04/2023

Information Management for New Hires

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

Privacy Awareness 7/30/2008 7/30/2008

Records Management 8/28/2017 8/28/2017

 
And regarding the annual refresher trainings, he has completed this each year for which we have
records from 2019-2023 (2024 has not yet been completed). And note that for 2019-2021 the record
shows that the Insider Threats module has not been completed but this module did not yet exist by
that name until 2022, so the training has been fulfilled.
 
2023 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

2 - Insider Threats 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

3 - Privacy Awareness 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

4 - Records Management 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

5 - Emergency Preparedness 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

2022 Refresher record for
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  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

2 - Insider Threats 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

4 - Records Management 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

2021 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

4 - Records Management 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

5 - Emergency Preparedness 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

2020 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

4 - Records Management 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

2019 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

4 - Records Management 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

 
Please just let us know if we can provide any further information you may need.
 
Best,
 
Jonathan Milstein, M.Ed., CISSP, PMP, OD/OCIO/ISAO/GRC
NIH Information Security Program
Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO)
National Institutes of Health, HHS
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6555 Rock Spring, Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817
Email:  
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Federal Records Act Compliance.pdf Federal Records Act Compliance.pdf NARA-000179
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Privileged & Confidential Version: 11 June 24 NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch (IMB) 
Division of Compliance Management (DCM) Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

CC: 

FROM: 

06/11/2024 

William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
Senior Agency Official for Records Management 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

Alfred C. Johnson Ph.D., Senior Official Records Management (SAORM), 
Deputy Director for Management (DDM), Office of Management (OM),  
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)   

Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Susan Little, Department Records Officer  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

   
Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management, 
Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 

SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE - National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) request 
for a response dated June 04, 2024, to follow-up letter dated May 14, 2024 
Subject Federal Records Act and Related Regulations Compliance Concerns 
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Privileged & Confidential Version: 11 June 24 NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch (IMB) 

Division of Compliance Management (DCM) Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM)  
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 

 

DELIVERABLE: 
 
No later than June 11, 2024, the NIH Records Officer will submit as requested, information regarding 
NIH’s compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations; specifically Records 
Management Training; including a description of the actions taken and trainings completed by Dr. 
David Morens, as mentioned in Congressional testimony to: Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer 
for the U.S. Government, Deputy Archivist of the United States (via email) with a copy to U.S. Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Senior Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM), NIH Senior 
Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM) and Departmental Records Officer (DRO). 
 
RESPONSE (CERTIFICATION):  
 
The Federal Records Act (FRA) requires that government agencies create, maintain, and preserve 
records that document their activities and decisions, which is essential for ensuring transparency, 
accountability, and the rule of law. The NIH works diligently to provide safeguards against the unlawful 
or accidental removal, alteration, or destruction of records; furthermore, if a potential loss is identified 
the agency works hard with NARA to mitigate future risk. All Agency/Institute mandatory trainings are 
provided in accordance with the Federal Records Act and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations 
requirements as stipulated. Above these requirements, optional additional trainings have been developed 
by NIH and are available to all NIH staff to further mitigate potential risk. 
 
ISSUE:  
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter dated June 04, 2024, 
from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States. 
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFRs), NARA requested the NIH respond to allegations of non-compliance (Records 
Management Training) as indicated in recent Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 
May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of 
the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following: 
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised 
significant concerns about compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by 
the National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network 
resource access) complete records management training within 60 days of employment and that 
they must complete annual refresher training. 

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, 
senior agency officials, and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to 
six months of a presidential administration change. 
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Division of Compliance Management (DCM) Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM)  
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 

 

4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of 
corrective action to address any shortcomings in your records management training program. 

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others 
who create, receive, access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, 
with a particular focus on managing both permanent and temporary email records and the use of 
personal email accounts. 
 

SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records 
management and clarified the definition of a record as, “All recorded information, regardless of form or 
characteristics, made or received by a Federal Agency under Federal law or in connection with the 
transaction of public business.” In addition to the general training requirements outlined in 36 CFR 
1220.34, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017-01, specifically 
requires Federal agencies to provide annual training to all agency personnel regarding their records 
management responsibilities.     
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant 
recipients, detailees, interns, and other non-government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or 
Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of the agency, must complete Information Security and 
Information Management training prior to network access as well as an annual refresher course while 
in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources. 
 
The NIH mandatory training course covers five subject areas:  

• Information Security 
• Counterintelligence 
• Privacy Awareness 
• Records Management 
• Emergency Preparedness 

   
Following is a listing of NIH Records Management training completed by Dr. David Morens; 
 
A. Dr. David Morens (see attachment A, for training transcript) 

• Initial New Hire training 
• 1 - NIH Information Security Program (08/31/2004) 
• 2 - Sensitive Information (08/31/2004) 
• 3 - Local and Remote Access (06/29/2005) 
• 4 - Internet Safety (06/29/2005) 
• 5 - Situational Awareness (06/29/2005) 
• 6 - Rules of Behavior and Agreements (08/31/2004) 
• 7 - Insider Threats (08/31/2004) 
• 8 - Emergency Preparedness (07/11/2019 / 08/04/2023) 
• Information Management for New Hires 

o Privacy Awareness (7/30/2008) 
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o Records Management (8/28/2017) 
• Dr. Morens has completed this requirement each year for which we have records from 2019-

2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory refresher training is in process).  
Please note for 2019-2021 the record shows that the Insider Threats module has not been 
completed but this module did not yet exist by that name until 2022, so the training has been 
fulfilled. 

• Refresher Record (8/4/2023) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/8/2022) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (8/12/2021) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/20/2020) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/3/2019) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  
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B. In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management offers 
additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special 
volunteers and/or temporary employees, as follows:  
 
1. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Capstone Officials 

This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

2. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Non-Capstone Officials 
This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

3. NIH Records Management Essential Records Inventory (ERI) 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and catalog all emergency operating, legal 
and financial rights records. Submit the certified Inventory to the NIH Records Officer and 
review records inventory to ensure records are maintained and updated. 

4. NIH Records Management Transferring NIH Records to Federal Records Centers (FRC) 
This course is designed to assist NIH personnel assigned within Institutes, Centers, and Offices 
with transferring NIH Records to a Federal Records Center (FRC). 

5. HHS Records Management  
This course is designed to help HHS personnel (to include all Operating Divisions) know their 
basic responsibilities for managing federal records, including the laws, policies, and procedures 
that govern them. Individuals will learn how to determine if the information they work with is 
considered a federal record, how to manage federal records, and what resources they can consult 
to get more information about records management. 

6. Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals use the NIH’s records retention policies to identify 
which records must be retained, the different formats in which records may be stored, and 
common techniques for record disposal. 

7. Global Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and manage records properly, so they are 
able to access information when it is needed, keep potentially sensitive information secure, and 
comply with laws surrounding the handling and storage of data. 

8. NIH Records Management Notice of Eligibility for Disposal 
This course is designed to help individuals (primarily NIH Records Liaisons (RL) understand the 
automated process of their NARA issued quarterly disposal memos. 

9. NIH Records Management Fundamentals   
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic responsibilities for managing federal 
records, including the laws, policies, and procedures that govern them. Individuals will learn 
how to determine if the information they work with is considered a federal record, how to 
manage federal records, and what resources they can consult to get more information about 
records management. 

10. HHS Records Management Training for Departing Employees  
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U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

This course provides all government employees and contractors with information regarding their 
responsibilities for managing federal records when changing positions, departing, or transferring 
within the Department. 

11. Records Custodian Training
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic roles and responsibilities for
carrying out and supporting localized records management functions as a records custodian.
Individuals will learn how to determine if the information worked with is considered a federal
record, how to manage federal records and what resources they can consult to receive more
information about records management.

12. Message Records Management
This course investigates the technologies and tools for Message Records Management.

13. NIH Records Management RSS Records Custodian Training
This course is designed to help personnel; primarily Records Liaisons (RLs); navigate the NIH
Records Schedule System (RSS), search for, and find records Schedules, create, and manage file
plans and if applicable, assign user roles and responsibilities to record custodians.

14. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management
This course discusses following the NIH’s Record Retention Policies which support the
organization's internal documentation and accounting systems and addresses compliance
requirements in state and federal law.

15. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management 2
This course discusses the two-fold purpose of a records retention policy as well as types of
documents that are typically covered.

16. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
This course provides an overview of the FOIA and how to meet obligations for processing FOIA
requests, while also encouraging employees to become familiar with the particular guidelines
and resources held by the agency's FOIA Office.

17. HHS Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) Overview Training
This course provides an overview of the Unclassified Information (CUI) program.

C. Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, 
annually informs NIH personnel of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and 
policy, and provides training specific to the practices and policies of the organization.

D. Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction, in 
addition to ICO specific trainings.

E. To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an 
annual notice regarding Records Retention Requirements. The notice will address:
• Rules of Behavior for General Users,
• 44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non-Official 

Electronic Messaging Accounts, and
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• NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms
of communication i.e., Email, Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.

In closing, the NIH appreciates the opportunity to address your concerns and respectfully requests that 
NARA close this matter. The NIH, an Operating Division of HHS, remains fully committed to effective 
governance and the continued preservation of all federal records.  

As the NIH Agency Records Officer, Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this 
coordinated response, as submitted: anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 

Respectfully, 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
Records Officer, NIH 

REFERENCE: 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) was recently made aware of allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health (NIH) records, as outlined in a Letter from Hon. 
Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight & Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 
2023), referencing the following: 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et.
al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021) stating: “As you know, I try to always
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses,
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.”

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and specified documents and information from
any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones.

Privacy Act Notification for NIH Staff Only 
Collection of this information is authorized under 5 CFR 930.301. The primary use of the HHS ID number you 
provide to enter the training system is to allow the tracking system to record trainings (and associated 
agreements) you take to be eligible to receive and maintain an Active Directory (network) account, and/or be 
granted other authorized access such as privileged and remote access. If you do not provide your HHS ID 
number, NIH will not have the supporting training documentation to authorize your access to the NIH network. 
Privacy Act System of Records Notices that cover this information collection include OPM/GOVT-1; General 
Personnel Records ( https://dpcld.defense.gov/Privacy/SORNsIndex/DOD-wide-SORN-Article-
View/Article/570733/opmgovt-1/), and #09-25-0108 Personnel: Guest Researchers, Special Volunteers, and 
Scientists Emeriti ( https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/09/26/02-23965/privacy-act-of-1974-annual-
publication-of-systems-of-records#h-328). To view annual course offerings without authentication please use 
the public portal. Courses on the public portal do not count towards a user’s annual training requirements. 
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PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  04 June 2024 
 
TO:  David Morens, Ph.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
 
CC:   Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer  

Chief, Information Management Branch (IMB), Division of Compliance Management 
(DCM), Office of Management Assessment (OMA),  
Office of Management (OM), Office of the Director (OD), NIH, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS)  

 
FROM:  Jill R. Harper, Ph.D. Deputy Director for Science Management, NIAID, NIH  
 
SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE – MANDATORY ACTIONS REQUIRED BY YOU NO LATER 

THAN MONDAY, 06/18/24, 5:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time  
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) is requesting in an open letter a response to allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of NIH records to assist in its investigation of any potential 
violations of federal record keeping laws, regulations, or policies. 

 
Dr. Morens: 
 
On April 16, 2024, the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability, announced a subpoena for records in your personal custody and control 
that are pertinent to their investigation. Upon examining the received documents, the Select 
Subcommittee discovered that in addition to your personal Gmail account, there is evidence of your use 
of Proton Mail (an e-mail service that uses end-to-end encryption).  
 
As the NIH/NIAID was uninformed of this and any other potential accounts, this memorandum requires 
your immediate action and full compliance. 
 
By 5:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time, June 18, 2024, I request that you review all unidentified 
accounts for relevant documents/data/records and take action, as follows: 
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1. Locate, mark for litigation hold, and provide a copy to me of all records, documents, data, 
and information; to include working drafts and peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or 
instant messages (“communications”) created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email 
addresses/devices using: 
• dmorens@niaid.nih.gov,  
• gmail.com, or 
• any other associated accounts, i.e., Proton email, social media and/or mobile devices 

government sponsored or personal.  
As with our initial request, this is to include: 

a. All correspondence in which some variation of your NIH Signature Block and/or Job 
Title appears and/or is included.  

                            i.  David M. Morens, M.D.,  
                                CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
          Senior Advisor to the Director, Office of the Director  
          National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
          National Institutes of Health  
               ii.  David M Morens  
         OD, NIAID, NIH 
           

b. All documents and Communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical 
reception of the following publications: 

i. The Correspondence in The Lancet titled, “Statement in support of the scientists, 
public health professionals, and medical professionals of China combatting 
COVID-19.” 

ii. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, “The proximal origin of SARS-CoV-
2.” 

iii. The Letter in Science titled, “Investigate the origins of COVID-19.” 
iv. The Review in Cell Press titled, “The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review.” 
v. The Publication in Science titled, “The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan 

was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
vi. The Publication in Science titled, “The molecular epidemiology of multiple zoonotic 

origins of SARS-CoV-2.” 
vii. The Publication in The Lancet titled, “The Lancet Commission on lessons for the 

future from the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
viii. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled, 

“Pandemic origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention: 
Solutions based on SARS-CoV-2 and other RNA viruses.” 

ix. The Report in Zenodo titled, “Genetic evidence of susceptible wildlife in SARS-
CoV-2 positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan: Analysis 
and interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease Control.” 
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x. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, “Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the 
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market. 
 

c. 3. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between 
November 1, 2019, and present between yourself and the following individuals or 
regarding or referencing the following individuals:  
 
a. Anthony Fauci  
b. Francis Collins  
c. Lawrence Tabak  
d. Hugh Auchincloss  
e. Cliff Lane  
f. David Morens  
g. Ping Chen  
h. Ian Watson  
i. Andrew Pope  
j. Victor Dzau  
k. Robert Redfield  
l. Michael Lauer  
m. David Christian Hassell  
n. Jeremy Farrar  
o. Robert Garry  
p. Michael Farzan  
q. Edward Holmes  
r. W. Ian Lipkin  
s. Andrew Rambaut  
t. Peter Daszak  
u. Aleksei Chmura  
v. Kevin Olival  
w. Christian Drosten  
x. Ron Fouchier  
y. Marion Koopmans  
z. Michael Worobey  
aa. Jonathan Pekar  
bb. Florence Debarre  
cc. Angela Rasmussen  
dd. Ralph Baric  
ee. James LeDuc  
ff. Shi Zhengli  
gg. Ben Hu  
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hh. Yu Ping  
ii. Yan Zhu  
jj. Zhou Yusen  
kk. Peter Hotez  
ll. Richard Ebright  
mm. Y. Alina Chan  
nn. Jesse Bloom  
oo. David Relman 

 
2. Provide a detailed list to me of any communications that were deleted, using Microsoft 

Excel. 
Please ensure your deletion report contains a complete description of the records involved, 
including columns for volume and dates of the records, and if applicable, any salvage, recovery, 
or restoration efforts used for the premature destruction and/or deletion of government owned 
materials. 
 

3. Acknowledge the following, with your signature: 
a. You understand that it is stipulated in the NIH IT General Rules of Behavior that employees 

must: 
• Use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) to perform official duties or 

to connect to NIH IT resources (excluding NIH public websites and other public use 
systems). 

• Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, including 
but not limited to hardware, software, sensitive information, federal records [media 
neutral], and other NIH information from unauthorized access, use, modification, 
destruction, theft, disclosure, loss, damage, or abuse, and in accordance with NIH 
information handling policies. 

• Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 
• Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data 

without official approval. Using personal phones to take phone calls or attend remote 
meetings is permitted. 

• Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at NIH 
to internal and external sources. Note: While teleworking, managers/coworkers use 
Skype, Microsoft Teams, and ZoomGov to communicate essential NIH business. 
Other messaging services such as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently approved.   

b. You understand that Federal employees must not remove Federal records from Government 
custody without proper authorization (under 36 CFR 1222.24): 

• Unauthorized Records Destruction: means disposal of an unscheduled or permanent 
record; disposal prior to the end of the NARA-approved retention period of a 
temporary record (other than court-ordered disposal under § 1226.14(d) of this 
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subchapter); and disposal of a record subject to a FOIA request, litigation hold, or any 
other hold requirement to retain the records. 

• The NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) must report promptly any unlawful or 
accidental removal, defacing, alteration, or destruction of records in their custody to 
the NIH Records Officer (citation: Title 36 / Chapter XII / Subchapter B / Part 1230). 

• It is prohibited for NIH employees to use personal email accounts to conduct official 
agency business. In the event of an emergency situation, when Federal accounts are 
not accessible or when an employee is initially contacted through a personal account, 
all agency personnel must ensure that all Federal records sent or received on 
personal email systems are captured and managed in accordance with agency 
recordkeeping practices and procedures in order to ensure compliance with 
other statutes and obligations, such as Litigation Hold, Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) and discovery. 

• The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 2911 as amended by Pub. L. 113-187): 
Electronic messages created or received in a personal account under the conduct of 
official NIH business must be forwarded to an official electronic messaging account 
within 20 days of receipt and/or creation. 
 

4. Agree to immediately transfer all communications related to your NIH work or sent with a 
NIH signature block from your personal email accounts to your official NIH account. This 
action is to be completed no later than 5:00 PM EST, Monday, June 18, 2024. 

 

I, David Morens, acknowledge and agree to fully comply with all stipulated actions, as required by 
NIAID/NIH/HHS: 

 

Digital Signature: 

Title: 

Date: 
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Sent time:  06/11/2024 08:58:32 AM

To:  Lisa.Haralampus@nara.gov

Subject:  Request Status - HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)

Attachments:  

NIH Records Officer Response Follow-up Assistant Secretary Campbell NARA Deputy Archivist Bosanko 06062024sf.pdf     Dr. David
Morens Records Management Information Security Awareness Training _ Annual Refresher Training Transcripts _ Certificates of
Completion.pdf     Federal Records Act Compliance.pdf     NIH Records Officer Notification Follow Up NIAID NARA Allegations of
Unauthorized Records Destruction 20240604 Proton.pdf    

 

Good morning, Lisa,
 
I hope this email finds you well. Forwarding in Laurence’s absence.
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
 

From: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 8:44 AM
To: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Cc: Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <   < nara.gov>
Subject: Request Status ‐ HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)
Importance: High
 
Good morning, Laurence,
 
For your situational awareness, please see the attached and below for NIH’s response to the Deputy Archivist’s Inquiry (04 June
2024) to ASA Campbell.  The agency’s formal response has been submitted to the NIH’s Office of the Executive Secretariat for
processing.   
 
The focus of this response is to address Deputy Archivist’s concerns.
 
ISSUE:  
The National Institutes of Health acknowledges receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter
dated June 04, 2024, from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States.
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations (CFRs), NARA
requested the HHS/NIH respond to allegations of non‐compliance (Records Management Training) as indicated in recent
Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J.
Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following:
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised significant concerns about
compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by the National Institutes of Health and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network resource access) complete
records management training within 60 days of employment and that they must complete annual refresher training.

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, senior agency officials,
and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to six months of a presidential administration
change.

4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of corrective action to address
any shortcomings in your records management training program.

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others who create, receive,
access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, with a particular focus on managing both
permanent and temporary email records and the use of

personal email accounts.
 
SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records management and clarified the
definition of a record. General training requirements are outlined in related regulations, i.e., the 36 CFR 1220.34 and the

(b) (6)
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National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017‐01, which requires Federal agencies to provide annual
training to all agency personnel regarding their records management responsibilities.   
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant recipients, detailees,
interns, and other non‐government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of
the agency, must complete Information Security and Information Management training prior to network access as well as an
annual refresher course while in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources.
Furthermore, the agency has included in its response a training transcript to confirm Dr. Morens has completed this
requirement each year for which we legally bound to have records, 2019‐2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory
refresher training is in process). In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management
offers 17 additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special volunteers and/or
temporary employees.
 
Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, annually informs NIH personnel
of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and policy, and provides training specific to the practices and
policies of the organization.  Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction,
in addition to ICO specific trainings.
 
To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an annual notice regarding Records
Retention Requirements. The notice will address:
•      Rules of Behavior for General Users,
•      44 U.S.C. 2911‐Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non‐Official Electronic Messaging Accounts,
and
•     NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms of communication i.e., Email,
Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.
 
Attachment 1: PDF – NIH’s Records Officer’s Response
Attachment 2: PDF – Dr. Morens’ Training Record
Attachment 3: PDF – Archivist of the United States Letter to Secretary Becerra (05 June 2024) and Deputy Archivist Bosanko’s
Letter to ASA Campbell (14 May & 04 June 2024)
 
 
Background: NIH Unauthorized Case UD‐2023‐0075 (Morens) 28 May 2024
 
The Archivist of the United States received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning Dr. Morens' email that his
committee received after issuing a subpoena. The emails were from Gmail and Proton accounts.
 
NARA has asked NIH to confirm whether all emails that Dr. Morens created or received in his non‐government accounts were
returned or captured by NIH.
To their point the SSCP has identified via subpoena an undisclosed email account (Proton, email).
 
The NIH cannot confirm, all emails created and/or received by Dr. Morens utilizing his non‐government accounts were returned
and/or captured by NIH.
 
The NIH has expanded its original search criteria for responsive documents to include Dr. Morens’ Proton and any other non‐
government / personal accounts.  (S: 18 June 2024)
 
Attachment: 1 PDF NIH Records Officer Follow‐up NIAID NARA Allegations of Unauthorized Records Destruction 20240604
 
 
Respectfully,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
301‐402‐8425
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From: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E]
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E]
Subject: Request for documentation pertaining to Information Security Awareness Training / Annual Refresher Training

Transcripts / Certificates of Completion
Date: Thursday, June 6, 2024 9:40:47 AM

Hi Anthony,
 
I can confirm that Dr. David Morens has completed the initial New Hire training (see below):
 
INFORMATION SECURITY FOR NEW HIRES

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - NIH Information Security Program 08/31/2004  

2 - Sensitive Information 08/31/2004  

3 - Local and Remote Access 06/29/2005  

4 - Internet Safety 06/29/2005  

5 - Situational Awareness 06/29/2005  

6 - Rules of Behavior and Agreements 08/31/2004  

7 - Insider Threats 08/31/2004  

8 - Emergency Preparedness 07/11/2019 08/04/2023

Information Management for New Hires

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

Privacy Awareness 7/30/2008 7/30/2008

Records Management 8/28/2017 8/28/2017

 
And regarding the annual refresher trainings, he has completed this each year for which we have
records from 2019-2023 (2024 has not yet been completed). And note that for 2019-2021 the record
shows that the Insider Threats module has not been completed but this module did not yet exist by
that name until 2022, so the training has been fulfilled.
 
2023 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

2 - Insider Threats 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

3 - Privacy Awareness 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

4 - Records Management 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

5 - Emergency Preparedness 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

2022 Refresher record for
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  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

2 - Insider Threats 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

4 - Records Management 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

2021 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

4 - Records Management 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

5 - Emergency Preparedness 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

2020 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

4 - Records Management 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

2019 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

4 - Records Management 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

 
Please just let us know if we can provide any further information you may need.
 
Best,
 
Jonathan Milstein, M.Ed., CISSP, PMP, OD/OCIO/ISAO/GRC
NIH Information Security Program
Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO)
National Institutes of Health, HHS
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6555 Rock Spring, Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817
Email:  
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Privileged & Confidential Version: 11 June 24 NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch (IMB) 
Division of Compliance Management (DCM) Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

CC: 

FROM: 

06/11/2024 

William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
Senior Agency Official for Records Management 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

Alfred C. Johnson Ph.D., Senior Official Records Management (SAORM), 
Deputy Director for Management (DDM), Office of Management (OM),  
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)   

Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Susan Little, Department Records Officer  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

   
Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management, 
Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 

SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE - National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) request 
for a response dated June 04, 2024, to follow-up letter dated May 14, 2024 
Subject Federal Records Act and Related Regulations Compliance Concerns 
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DELIVERABLE: 
 
No later than June 11, 2024, the NIH Records Officer will submit as requested, information regarding 
NIH’s compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations; specifically Records 
Management Training; including a description of the actions taken and trainings completed by Dr. 
David Morens, as mentioned in Congressional testimony to: Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer 
for the U.S. Government, Deputy Archivist of the United States (via email) with a copy to U.S. Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Senior Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM), NIH Senior 
Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM) and Departmental Records Officer (DRO). 
 
RESPONSE (CERTIFICATION):  
 
The Federal Records Act (FRA) requires that government agencies create, maintain, and preserve 
records that document their activities and decisions, which is essential for ensuring transparency, 
accountability, and the rule of law. The NIH works diligently to provide safeguards against the unlawful 
or accidental removal, alteration, or destruction of records; furthermore, if a potential loss is identified 
the agency works hard with NARA to mitigate future risk. All Agency/Institute mandatory trainings are 
provided in accordance with the Federal Records Act and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations 
requirements as stipulated. Above these requirements, optional additional trainings have been developed 
by NIH and are available to all NIH staff to further mitigate potential risk. 
 
ISSUE:  
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter dated June 04, 2024, 
from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States. 
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFRs), NARA requested the NIH respond to allegations of non-compliance (Records 
Management Training) as indicated in recent Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 
May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of 
the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following: 
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised 
significant concerns about compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by 
the National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network 
resource access) complete records management training within 60 days of employment and that 
they must complete annual refresher training. 

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, 
senior agency officials, and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to 
six months of a presidential administration change. 
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4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of 
corrective action to address any shortcomings in your records management training program. 

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others 
who create, receive, access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, 
with a particular focus on managing both permanent and temporary email records and the use of 
personal email accounts. 
 

SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records 
management and clarified the definition of a record as, “All recorded information, regardless of form or 
characteristics, made or received by a Federal Agency under Federal law or in connection with the 
transaction of public business.” In addition to the general training requirements outlined in 36 CFR 
1220.34, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017-01, specifically 
requires Federal agencies to provide annual training to all agency personnel regarding their records 
management responsibilities.     
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant 
recipients, detailees, interns, and other non-government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or 
Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of the agency, must complete Information Security and 
Information Management training prior to network access as well as an annual refresher course while 
in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources. 
 
The NIH mandatory training course covers five subject areas:  

• Information Security 
• Counterintelligence 
• Privacy Awareness 
• Records Management 
• Emergency Preparedness 

   
Following is a listing of NIH Records Management training completed by Dr. David Morens; 
 
A. Dr. David Morens (see attachment A, for training transcript) 

• Initial New Hire training 
• 1 - NIH Information Security Program (08/31/2004) 
• 2 - Sensitive Information (08/31/2004) 
• 3 - Local and Remote Access (06/29/2005) 
• 4 - Internet Safety (06/29/2005) 
• 5 - Situational Awareness (06/29/2005) 
• 6 - Rules of Behavior and Agreements (08/31/2004) 
• 7 - Insider Threats (08/31/2004) 
• 8 - Emergency Preparedness (07/11/2019 / 08/04/2023) 
• Information Management for New Hires 

o Privacy Awareness (7/30/2008) 
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o Records Management (8/28/2017) 
• Dr. Morens has completed this requirement each year for which we have records from 2019-

2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory refresher training is in process).  
Please note for 2019-2021 the record shows that the Insider Threats module has not been 
completed but this module did not yet exist by that name until 2022, so the training has been 
fulfilled. 

• Refresher Record (8/4/2023) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/8/2022) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (8/12/2021) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/20/2020) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/3/2019) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  
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B. In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management offers 
additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special 
volunteers and/or temporary employees, as follows:  
 
1. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Capstone Officials 

This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

2. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Non-Capstone Officials 
This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

3. NIH Records Management Essential Records Inventory (ERI) 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and catalog all emergency operating, legal 
and financial rights records. Submit the certified Inventory to the NIH Records Officer and 
review records inventory to ensure records are maintained and updated. 

4. NIH Records Management Transferring NIH Records to Federal Records Centers (FRC) 
This course is designed to assist NIH personnel assigned within Institutes, Centers, and Offices 
with transferring NIH Records to a Federal Records Center (FRC). 

5. HHS Records Management  
This course is designed to help HHS personnel (to include all Operating Divisions) know their 
basic responsibilities for managing federal records, including the laws, policies, and procedures 
that govern them. Individuals will learn how to determine if the information they work with is 
considered a federal record, how to manage federal records, and what resources they can consult 
to get more information about records management. 

6. Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals use the NIH’s records retention policies to identify 
which records must be retained, the different formats in which records may be stored, and 
common techniques for record disposal. 

7. Global Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and manage records properly, so they are 
able to access information when it is needed, keep potentially sensitive information secure, and 
comply with laws surrounding the handling and storage of data. 

8. NIH Records Management Notice of Eligibility for Disposal 
This course is designed to help individuals (primarily NIH Records Liaisons (RL) understand the 
automated process of their NARA issued quarterly disposal memos. 

9. NIH Records Management Fundamentals   
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic responsibilities for managing federal 
records, including the laws, policies, and procedures that govern them. Individuals will learn 
how to determine if the information they work with is considered a federal record, how to 
manage federal records, and what resources they can consult to get more information about 
records management. 

10. HHS Records Management Training for Departing Employees  
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This course provides all government employees and contractors with information regarding their 
responsibilities for managing federal records when changing positions, departing, or transferring 
within the Department. 

11. Records Custodian Training
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic roles and responsibilities for
carrying out and supporting localized records management functions as a records custodian.
Individuals will learn how to determine if the information worked with is considered a federal
record, how to manage federal records and what resources they can consult to receive more
information about records management.

12. Message Records Management
This course investigates the technologies and tools for Message Records Management.

13. NIH Records Management RSS Records Custodian Training
This course is designed to help personnel; primarily Records Liaisons (RLs); navigate the NIH
Records Schedule System (RSS), search for, and find records Schedules, create, and manage file
plans and if applicable, assign user roles and responsibilities to record custodians.

14. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management
This course discusses following the NIH’s Record Retention Policies which support the
organization's internal documentation and accounting systems and addresses compliance
requirements in state and federal law.

15. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management 2
This course discusses the two-fold purpose of a records retention policy as well as types of
documents that are typically covered.

16. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
This course provides an overview of the FOIA and how to meet obligations for processing FOIA
requests, while also encouraging employees to become familiar with the particular guidelines
and resources held by the agency's FOIA Office.

17. HHS Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) Overview Training
This course provides an overview of the Unclassified Information (CUI) program.

C. Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, 
annually informs NIH personnel of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and 
policy, and provides training specific to the practices and policies of the organization.

D. Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction, in 
addition to ICO specific trainings.

E. To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an 
annual notice regarding Records Retention Requirements. The notice will address:
• Rules of Behavior for General Users,
• 44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non-Official 

Electronic Messaging Accounts, and
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• NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms
of communication i.e., Email, Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.

In closing, the NIH appreciates the opportunity to address your concerns and respectfully requests that 
NARA close this matter. The NIH, an Operating Division of HHS, remains fully committed to effective 
governance and the continued preservation of all federal records.  

As the NIH Agency Records Officer, Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this 
coordinated response, as submitted: anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 

Respectfully, 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
Records Officer, NIH 

REFERENCE: 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) was recently made aware of allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health (NIH) records, as outlined in a Letter from Hon. 
Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight & Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 
2023), referencing the following: 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et.
al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021) stating: “As you know, I try to always
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses,
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.”

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and specified documents and information from
any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones.

Privacy Act Notification for NIH Staff Only 
Collection of this information is authorized under 5 CFR 930.301. The primary use of the HHS ID number you 
provide to enter the training system is to allow the tracking system to record trainings (and associated 
agreements) you take to be eligible to receive and maintain an Active Directory (network) account, and/or be 
granted other authorized access such as privileged and remote access. If you do not provide your HHS ID 
number, NIH will not have the supporting training documentation to authorize your access to the NIH network. 
Privacy Act System of Records Notices that cover this information collection include OPM/GOVT-1; General 
Personnel Records ( https://dpcld.defense.gov/Privacy/SORNsIndex/DOD-wide-SORN-Article-
View/Article/570733/opmgovt-1/), and #09-25-0108 Personnel: Guest Researchers, Special Volunteers, and 
Scientists Emeriti ( https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/09/26/02-23965/privacy-act-of-1974-annual-
publication-of-systems-of-records#h-328). To view annual course offerings without authentication please use 
the public portal. Courses on the public portal do not count towards a user’s annual training requirements. 
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PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  04 June 2024 
 
TO:  David Morens, Ph.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
 
CC:   Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer  

Chief, Information Management Branch (IMB), Division of Compliance Management 
(DCM), Office of Management Assessment (OMA),  
Office of Management (OM), Office of the Director (OD), NIH, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS)  

 
FROM:  Jill R. Harper, Ph.D. Deputy Director for Science Management, NIAID, NIH  
 
SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE – MANDATORY ACTIONS REQUIRED BY YOU NO LATER 

THAN MONDAY, 06/18/24, 5:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time  
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) is requesting in an open letter a response to allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of NIH records to assist in its investigation of any potential 
violations of federal record keeping laws, regulations, or policies. 

 
Dr. Morens: 
 
On April 16, 2024, the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability, announced a subpoena for records in your personal custody and control 
that are pertinent to their investigation. Upon examining the received documents, the Select 
Subcommittee discovered that in addition to your personal Gmail account, there is evidence of your use 
of Proton Mail (an e-mail service that uses end-to-end encryption).  
 
As the NIH/NIAID was uninformed of this and any other potential accounts, this memorandum requires 
your immediate action and full compliance. 
 
By 5:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time, June 18, 2024, I request that you review all unidentified 
accounts for relevant documents/data/records and take action, as follows: 
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1. Locate, mark for litigation hold, and provide a copy to me of all records, documents, data, 
and information; to include working drafts and peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or 
instant messages (“communications”) created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email 
addresses/devices using: 
• dmorens@niaid.nih.gov,  
• gmail.com, or 
• any other associated accounts, i.e., Proton email, social media and/or mobile devices 

government sponsored or personal.  
As with our initial request, this is to include: 

a. All correspondence in which some variation of your NIH Signature Block and/or Job 
Title appears and/or is included.  

                            i.  David M. Morens, M.D.,  
                                CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
          Senior Advisor to the Director, Office of the Director  
          National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
          National Institutes of Health  
               ii.  David M Morens  
         OD, NIAID, NIH 
           

b. All documents and Communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical 
reception of the following publications: 

i. The Correspondence in The Lancet titled, “Statement in support of the scientists, 
public health professionals, and medical professionals of China combatting 
COVID-19.” 

ii. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, “The proximal origin of SARS-CoV-
2.” 

iii. The Letter in Science titled, “Investigate the origins of COVID-19.” 
iv. The Review in Cell Press titled, “The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review.” 
v. The Publication in Science titled, “The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan 

was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
vi. The Publication in Science titled, “The molecular epidemiology of multiple zoonotic 

origins of SARS-CoV-2.” 
vii. The Publication in The Lancet titled, “The Lancet Commission on lessons for the 

future from the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
viii. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled, 

“Pandemic origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention: 
Solutions based on SARS-CoV-2 and other RNA viruses.” 

ix. The Report in Zenodo titled, “Genetic evidence of susceptible wildlife in SARS-
CoV-2 positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan: Analysis 
and interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease Control.” 
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x. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, “Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the 
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market. 
 

c. 3. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between 
November 1, 2019, and present between yourself and the following individuals or 
regarding or referencing the following individuals:  
 
a. Anthony Fauci  
b. Francis Collins  
c. Lawrence Tabak  
d. Hugh Auchincloss  
e. Cliff Lane  
f. David Morens  
g. Ping Chen  
h. Ian Watson  
i. Andrew Pope  
j. Victor Dzau  
k. Robert Redfield  
l. Michael Lauer  
m. David Christian Hassell  
n. Jeremy Farrar  
o. Robert Garry  
p. Michael Farzan  
q. Edward Holmes  
r. W. Ian Lipkin  
s. Andrew Rambaut  
t. Peter Daszak  
u. Aleksei Chmura  
v. Kevin Olival  
w. Christian Drosten  
x. Ron Fouchier  
y. Marion Koopmans  
z. Michael Worobey  
aa. Jonathan Pekar  
bb. Florence Debarre  
cc. Angela Rasmussen  
dd. Ralph Baric  
ee. James LeDuc  
ff. Shi Zhengli  
gg. Ben Hu  
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Privileged & Confidential Version 04 June 2024 NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management, Office of Management Assessment (OMA), Office of Management (OM), 

 Office of the Director (OD), National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

hh. Yu Ping  
ii. Yan Zhu  
jj. Zhou Yusen  
kk. Peter Hotez  
ll. Richard Ebright  
mm. Y. Alina Chan  
nn. Jesse Bloom  
oo. David Relman 

 
2. Provide a detailed list to me of any communications that were deleted, using Microsoft 

Excel. 
Please ensure your deletion report contains a complete description of the records involved, 
including columns for volume and dates of the records, and if applicable, any salvage, recovery, 
or restoration efforts used for the premature destruction and/or deletion of government owned 
materials. 
 

3. Acknowledge the following, with your signature: 
a. You understand that it is stipulated in the NIH IT General Rules of Behavior that employees 

must: 
• Use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) to perform official duties or 

to connect to NIH IT resources (excluding NIH public websites and other public use 
systems). 

• Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, including 
but not limited to hardware, software, sensitive information, federal records [media 
neutral], and other NIH information from unauthorized access, use, modification, 
destruction, theft, disclosure, loss, damage, or abuse, and in accordance with NIH 
information handling policies. 

• Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 
• Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data 

without official approval. Using personal phones to take phone calls or attend remote 
meetings is permitted. 

• Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at NIH 
to internal and external sources. Note: While teleworking, managers/coworkers use 
Skype, Microsoft Teams, and ZoomGov to communicate essential NIH business. 
Other messaging services such as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently approved.   

b. You understand that Federal employees must not remove Federal records from Government 
custody without proper authorization (under 36 CFR 1222.24): 

• Unauthorized Records Destruction: means disposal of an unscheduled or permanent 
record; disposal prior to the end of the NARA-approved retention period of a 
temporary record (other than court-ordered disposal under § 1226.14(d) of this 
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Privileged & Confidential Version 04 June 2024 NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management, Office of Management Assessment (OMA), Office of Management (OM), 

 Office of the Director (OD), National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

subchapter); and disposal of a record subject to a FOIA request, litigation hold, or any 
other hold requirement to retain the records. 

• The NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) must report promptly any unlawful or 
accidental removal, defacing, alteration, or destruction of records in their custody to 
the NIH Records Officer (citation: Title 36 / Chapter XII / Subchapter B / Part 1230). 

• It is prohibited for NIH employees to use personal email accounts to conduct official 
agency business. In the event of an emergency situation, when Federal accounts are 
not accessible or when an employee is initially contacted through a personal account, 
all agency personnel must ensure that all Federal records sent or received on 
personal email systems are captured and managed in accordance with agency 
recordkeeping practices and procedures in order to ensure compliance with 
other statutes and obligations, such as Litigation Hold, Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) and discovery. 

• The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 2911 as amended by Pub. L. 113-187): 
Electronic messages created or received in a personal account under the conduct of 
official NIH business must be forwarded to an official electronic messaging account 
within 20 days of receipt and/or creation. 
 

4. Agree to immediately transfer all communications related to your NIH work or sent with a 
NIH signature block from your personal email accounts to your official NIH account. This 
action is to be completed no later than 5:00 PM EST, Monday, June 18, 2024. 

 

I, David Morens, acknowledge and agree to fully comply with all stipulated actions, as required by 
NIAID/NIH/HHS: 

 

Digital Signature: 

Title: 

Date: 
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From:  Lisa Haralampus <lisa.haralampus@nara.gov>

Sent time:  06/11/2024 09:04:24 AM

To:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Subject:  Re: Request Status - HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)
 

Hi Anthony,

Thank you for this response. I'll forward to the appropriate officials in NARA.  

- Lisa

On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:00 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good morning, Lisa,

 

I hope this email finds you well. Forwarding in Laurence’s absence.

 

Best regards,

 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson

NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch

National Institutes of Health

Office of Management Assessment

Division of Compliance Management

6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)

Suite 601 (H)

Bethesda, MD 20892

 

From: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 8:44 AM
To: Laurence Brewer <laurence.brewer@nara.gov>
Cc: Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ;  < nara.gov>
Subject: Request Status - HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)
Importance: High

 

Good morning, Laurence,

 

For your situational awareness, please see the attached and below for NIH’s response to the Deputy Archivist’s Inquiry (04 June
2024) to ASA Campbell.  The agency’s formal response has been submitted to the NIH’s Office of the Executive Secretariat for
processing.   

 

The focus of this response is to address Deputy Archivist’s concerns.

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)(b) (6) (b) (6)(b) (6)
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ISSUE:  

The National Institutes of Health acknowledges receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter
dated June 04, 2024, from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States.

 

In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations (CFRs), NARA
requested the HHS/NIH respond to allegations of non-compliance (Records Management Training) as indicated in recent
Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J.
Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following:

 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised significant concerns about
compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by the National Institutes of Health and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network resource access) complete
records management training within 60 days of employment and that they must complete annual refresher training.

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, senior agency officials, and
senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to six months of a presidential administration change.

4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of corrective action to address
any shortcomings in your records management training program.

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others who create, receive, access,
or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, with a particular focus on managing both permanent and
temporary email records and the use of

personal email accounts.

 

SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records management and clarified the
definition of a record. General training requirements are outlined in related regulations, i.e., the 36 CFR 1220.34 and the National
Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017-01, which requires Federal agencies to provide annual training to
all agency personnel regarding their records management responsibilities.   

 

To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant recipients, detailees,
interns, and other non-government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of
the agency, must complete Information Security and Information Management training prior to network access as well
as an annual refresher course while in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources.
Furthermore, the agency has included in its response a training transcript to confirm Dr. Morens has completed this requirement
each year for which we legally bound to have records, 2019-2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory refresher
training is in process). In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management offers 17
additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special volunteers and/or temporary
employees.

 

Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, annually informs NIH
personnel of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and policy, and provides training specific to the practices
and policies of the organization.  Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction,
in addition to ICO specific trainings.

 

To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an annual notice regarding Records
Retention Requirements. The notice will address:

•      Rules of Behavior for General Users,

NARA-000217



•      44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non-Official Electronic Messaging
Accounts, and

•     NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms of communication i.e., Email,
Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.

 

Attachment 1: PDF – NIH’s Records Officer’s Response

Attachment 2: PDF – Dr. Morens’ Training Record

Attachment 3: PDF – Archivist of the United States Letter to Secretary Becerra (05 June 2024) and Deputy Archivist Bosanko’s
Letter to ASA Campbell (14 May & 04 June 2024)

 

 

Background: NIH Unauthorized Case UD-2023-0075 (Morens) 28 May 2024

 

The Archivist of the United States received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning Dr. Morens' email that his
committee received after issuing a subpoena. The emails were from Gmail and Proton accounts.

 

NARA has asked NIH to confirm whether all emails that Dr. Morens created or received in his non-government accounts were
returned or captured by NIH.

To their point the SSCP has identified via subpoena an undisclosed email account (Proton, email).

 

The NIH cannot confirm, all emails created and/or received by Dr. Morens utilizing his non-government accounts were returned
and/or captured by NIH.

 

The NIH has expanded its original search criteria for responsive documents to include Dr. Morens’ Proton and any other non-
government / personal accounts.  (S: 18 June 2024)

 

Attachment: 1 PDF NIH Records Officer Follow-up NIAID NARA Allegations of Unauthorized Records Destruction
20240604

 

 

Respectfully,

 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson

NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch

National Institutes of Health

Office of Management Assessment

Division of Compliance Management
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6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)

Suite 601 (H)

Bethesda, MD 20892
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From:  Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <

Sent time:  06/11/2024 09:09:37 AM

To:  Lisa Haralampus <lisa.haralampus@nara.gov>

Subject:  RE: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request Status - HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)
 

You’re welcome and thank you.
 
‐ Anthony
 

From: Lisa Haralampus <lisa.haralampus@nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 9:04 AM
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request Status ‐ HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)
 
Hi Anthony,
 
Thank you for this response. I'll forward to the appropriate officials in NARA.  
 
- Lisa
 
On Tue, Jun 11, 2024 at 9:00 AM Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <  wrote:

Good morning, Lisa,
 
I hope this email finds you well. Forwarding in Laurence’s absence.
 
Best regards,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
 

From: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 8:44 AM
To: Laurence Brewer <
Cc: Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) <   < nara.gov>
Subject: Request Status ‐ HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)
Importance: High
 
Good morning, Laurence,
 
For your situational awareness, please see the attached and below for NIH’s response to the Deputy Archivist’s Inquiry (04
June 2024) to ASA Campbell.  The agency’s formal response has been submitted to the NIH’s Office of the Executive
Secretariat for processing.   
 
The focus of this response is to address Deputy Archivist’s concerns.
 
ISSUE:  
The National Institutes of Health acknowledges receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter
dated June 04, 2024, from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States.
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations (CFRs), NARA
requested the HHS/NIH respond to allegations of non‐compliance (Records Management Training) as indicated in recent
Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J.
Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following:
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised significant concerns about
compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by the National Institutes of Health and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

(b) (6) (b) (6)(b) (6)
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2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network resource access)
complete records management training within 60 days of employment and that they must complete annual refresher
training.

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, senior agency officials,
and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to six months of a presidential administration
change.

4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of corrective action to
address any shortcomings in your records management training program.

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others who create, receive,
access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, with a particular focus on managing both
permanent and temporary email records and the use of

personal email accounts.
 
SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records management and clarified the
definition of a record. General training requirements are outlined in related regulations, i.e., the 36 CFR 1220.34 and the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017‐01, which requires Federal agencies to provide annual
training to all agency personnel regarding their records management responsibilities.   
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant recipients,
detailees, interns, and other non‐government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) who capture data
on behalf of the agency, must complete Information Security and Information Management training prior to network access
as well as an annual refresher course while in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic
resources. Furthermore, the agency has included in its response a training transcript to confirm Dr. Morens has completed
this requirement each year for which we legally bound to have records, 2019‐2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as
mandatory refresher training is in process). In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records
Management offers 17 additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special
volunteers and/or temporary employees.
 
Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, annually informs NIH
personnel of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and policy, and provides training specific to the
practices and policies of the organization.  Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and
virtual instruction, in addition to ICO specific trainings.
 
To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an annual notice regarding
Records Retention Requirements. The notice will address:
•      Rules of Behavior for General Users,
•      44 U.S.C. 2911‐Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non‐Official Electronic Messaging
Accounts, and
•     NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms of communication i.e.,
Email, Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.
 
Attachment 1: PDF – NIH’s Records Officer’s Response
Attachment 2: PDF – Dr. Morens’ Training Record
Attachment 3: PDF – Archivist of the United States Letter to Secretary Becerra (05 June 2024) and Deputy Archivist Bosanko’s
Letter to ASA Campbell (14 May & 04 June 2024)
 
 
Background: NIH Unauthorized Case UD‐2023‐0075 (Morens) 28 May 2024
 
The Archivist of the United States received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning Dr. Morens' email that
his committee received after issuing a subpoena. The emails were from Gmail and Proton accounts.
 
NARA has asked NIH to confirm whether all emails that Dr. Morens created or received in his non‐government accounts were
returned or captured by NIH.
To their point the SSCP has identified via subpoena an undisclosed email account (Proton, email).
 
The NIH cannot confirm, all emails created and/or received by Dr. Morens utilizing his non‐government accounts were
returned and/or captured by NIH.
 
The NIH has expanded its original search criteria for responsive documents to include Dr. Morens’ Proton and any other non‐
government / personal accounts.  (S: 18 June 2024)
 
Attachment: 1 PDF NIH Records Officer Follow‐up NIAID NARA Allegations of Unauthorized Records Destruction 20240604
 
 
Respectfully,
 

NARA-000221



Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892

 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
are confident the content is safe.
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From:  'Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E]' via ExecSec <ExecSec@nara.gov>

Sent time:  06/11/2024 12:11:32 PM

To:  nara.gov; NARA Executive Secretariat <ExecSec@nara.gov>

Cc:  NIH Executive Secretariat <NIHExecSec@nih.gov>

BCc:  groups.archive7@nara.gov

Subject:  HHS Investigation Regarding Misuse of Agency Records)

Attachments:  

NIH Records Officer Response Follow-up Assistant Secretary Campbell NARA Deputy Archivist Bosanko 06062024sf.pdf     Dr. David
Morens Records Management Information Security Awareness Training _ Annual Refresher Training Transcripts _ Certificates of
Completion.pdf     Federal Records Act Compliance.pdf     NIH Records Officer Notification Follow Up NIAID NARA Allegations of
Unauthorized Records Destruction 20240604 Proton.pdf    

 

Good afternoon,
 
Please see the attached and below for NIH’s response to the Deputy Archivist’s Inquiry (04 June 2024) to ASA Campbell.
 
The focus of this response is to address Deputy Archivist’s concerns.
 
ISSUE:  
The National Institutes of Health acknowledges receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter
dated June 04, 2024, from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States.
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations (CFRs), NARA
requested the HHS/NIH respond to allegations of non‐compliance (Records Management Training) as indicated in recent
Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J.
Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following:
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised significant concerns about
compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by the National Institutes of Health and the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network resource access) complete
records management training within 60 days of employment and that they must complete annual refresher training.

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, senior agency officials,
and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to six months of a presidential administration
change.

4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of corrective action to address
any shortcomings in your records management training program.

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others who create, receive,
access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, with a particular focus on managing both
permanent and temporary email records and the use of

personal email accounts.
 
SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records management and clarified the
definition of a record. General training requirements are outlined in related regulations, i.e., the 36 CFR 1220.34 and the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017‐01, which requires Federal agencies to provide annual
training to all agency personnel regarding their records management responsibilities.   
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant recipients, detailees,
interns, and other non‐government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of
the agency, must complete Information Security and Information Management training prior to network access as well as an
annual refresher course while in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources.
Furthermore, the agency has included in its response a training transcript to confirm Dr. Morens has completed this
requirement each year for which we legally bound to have records, 2019‐2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory
refresher training is in process). In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management
offers 17 additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special volunteers and/or
temporary employees.
 
Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, annually informs NIH personnel
of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and policy, and provides training specific to the practices and
policies of the organization.  Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction,
in addition to ICO specific trainings.
 
To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an annual notice regarding Records
Retention Requirements. The notice will address:
•      Rules of Behavior for General Users,
•      44 U.S.C. 2911‐Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non‐Official Electronic Messaging Accounts,
and

(b) (6)
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•     NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms of communication i.e., Email,
Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.
 
Attachment 1: PDF – NIH’s Records Officer’s Response
Attachment 2: PDF – Dr. Morens’ Training Record
Attachment 3: PDF – Archivist of the United States Letter to Secretary Becerra (05 June 2024) and Deputy Archivist Bosanko’s
Letter to ASA Campbell (14 May & 04 June 2024)
 
 
Background: NIH Unauthorized Case UD‐2023‐0075 (Morens) 28 May 2024
 
The Archivist of the United States received the attached letter from Chairman Wenstrup concerning Dr. Morens' email that his
committee received after issuing a subpoena. The email was from Gmail and Proton accounts.
 
NARA has asked NIH to confirm whether all emails that Dr. Morens created or received in his non‐government accounts were
returned or captured by NIH.
To their point the SSCP has identified via subpoena an undisclosed email account (Proton, email).
 
The NIH cannot confirm, all emails created and/or received by Dr. Morens utilizing his non‐government accounts were returned
and/or captured by NIH.
 
The NIH has expanded its original search criteria for responsive documents to include Dr. Morens’ Proton and any other non‐
government / personal accounts.  
 
Attachment: 1 PDF NIH Records Officer Follow‐up NIAID NARA Allegations of Unauthorized Records Destruction 20240604
 
 
Respectfully,
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson
NIH Records Officer
Chief, Information Management Branch
National Institutes of Health
Office of Management Assessment
Division of Compliance Management
6705 Rockledge Dr (MSC7901)
Suite 601 (H)
Bethesda, MD 20892
301‐402‐8425

 
 

From:  < nara.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 6:34 PM
To: Brought, Nate (NIH/OD) [E] < >; NIH Executive Secretariat <NIHExecSec@nih.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Request Status of Investigation
 
Hello,
 
Please forward the attached time‐sensitive letter from Deputy Archivist, William Bosanko, to Mr. Anthony Gibson. This is Mr.
Bosanko's 2nd and final letter regarding this important matter. Please confirm receipt of this email, thank you.
 
Best regards,
 

 

Executive Secretariat 
National Archives
C: 

On Thu, May 23, 2024, 11:29 AM Executive Secretariat <execsec@nara.gov> wrote:

Good morning,

Our office wanted to confirm this letter sent on May 14th requesting status of investigation has been received by Anthony
Gibson.  If you could please provide confirmation that would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

(b) (6)
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Federal Records Act Compliance.pdf

(b) (6)
(b) (6)

NARA-000226



(b) (6)

NARA-000227



 

Privileged & Confidential Version 04 June 2024 NIH Records Officer, Chief, Information Management Branch,  
Division of Compliance Management, Office of Management Assessment (OMA), Office of Management (OM), 

 Office of the Director (OD), National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

 
 

 
 
PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  04 June 2024 
 
TO:  David Morens, Ph.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, National Institute of Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
 
CC:   Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer  

Chief, Information Management Branch (IMB), Division of Compliance Management 
(DCM), Office of Management Assessment (OMA),  
Office of Management (OM), Office of the Director (OD), NIH, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS)  

 
FROM:  Jill R. Harper, Ph.D. Deputy Director for Science Management, NIAID, NIH  
 
SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE – MANDATORY ACTIONS REQUIRED BY YOU NO LATER 

THAN MONDAY, 06/18/24, 5:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time  
 
In accordance with 36 CFR 1230.16(b), the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA) is requesting in an open letter a response to allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of NIH records to assist in its investigation of any potential 
violations of federal record keeping laws, regulations, or policies. 

 
Dr. Morens: 
 
On April 16, 2024, the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability, announced a subpoena for records in your personal custody and control 
that are pertinent to their investigation. Upon examining the received documents, the Select 
Subcommittee discovered that in addition to your personal Gmail account, there is evidence of your use 
of Proton Mail (an e-mail service that uses end-to-end encryption).  
 
As the NIH/NIAID was uninformed of this and any other potential accounts, this memorandum requires 
your immediate action and full compliance. 
 
By 5:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time, June 18, 2024, I request that you review all unidentified 
accounts for relevant documents/data/records and take action, as follows: 
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1. Locate, mark for litigation hold, and provide a copy to me of all records, documents, data, 
and information; to include working drafts and peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or 
instant messages (“communications”) created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email 
addresses/devices using: 
• dmorens@niaid.nih.gov,  
• gmail.com, or 
• any other associated accounts, i.e., Proton email, social media and/or mobile devices 

government sponsored or personal.  
As with our initial request, this is to include: 

a. All correspondence in which some variation of your NIH Signature Block and/or Job 
Title appears and/or is included.  

                            i.  David M. Morens, M.D.,  
                                CAPT, United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
          Senior Advisor to the Director, Office of the Director  
          National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
          National Institutes of Health  
               ii.  David M Morens  
         OD, NIAID, NIH 
           

b. All documents and Communications regarding the drafting, publication, or critical 
reception of the following publications: 

i. The Correspondence in The Lancet titled, “Statement in support of the scientists, 
public health professionals, and medical professionals of China combatting 
COVID-19.” 

ii. The Correspondence in Nature Medicine titled, “The proximal origin of SARS-CoV-
2.” 

iii. The Letter in Science titled, “Investigate the origins of COVID-19.” 
iv. The Review in Cell Press titled, “The origins of SARS-CoV-2: A critical review.” 
v. The Publication in Science titled, “The Hunan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan 

was the early epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
vi. The Publication in Science titled, “The molecular epidemiology of multiple zoonotic 

origins of SARS-CoV-2.” 
vii. The Publication in The Lancet titled, “The Lancet Commission on lessons for the 

future from the COVID-19 pandemic.” 
viii. The Perspective in The Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences titled, 

“Pandemic origins and a One Health approach to preparedness and prevention: 
Solutions based on SARS-CoV-2 and other RNA viruses.” 

ix. The Report in Zenodo titled, “Genetic evidence of susceptible wildlife in SARS-
CoV-2 positive samples at the Huanan Wholesale Seafood Market, Wuhan: Analysis 
and interpretation of data released by the Chinese Center for Disease Control.” 
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x. The Pre-Print Publication in Nature titled, “Surveillance of SARS-CoV-2 in the 
environment and animal samples of the Huanan Seafood Market. 
 

c. 3. All documents and communications, including text messages, regarding the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc., or the origins of COVID-19 between 
November 1, 2019, and present between yourself and the following individuals or 
regarding or referencing the following individuals:  
 
a. Anthony Fauci  
b. Francis Collins  
c. Lawrence Tabak  
d. Hugh Auchincloss  
e. Cliff Lane  
f. David Morens  
g. Ping Chen  
h. Ian Watson  
i. Andrew Pope  
j. Victor Dzau  
k. Robert Redfield  
l. Michael Lauer  
m. David Christian Hassell  
n. Jeremy Farrar  
o. Robert Garry  
p. Michael Farzan  
q. Edward Holmes  
r. W. Ian Lipkin  
s. Andrew Rambaut  
t. Peter Daszak  
u. Aleksei Chmura  
v. Kevin Olival  
w. Christian Drosten  
x. Ron Fouchier  
y. Marion Koopmans  
z. Michael Worobey  
aa. Jonathan Pekar  
bb. Florence Debarre  
cc. Angela Rasmussen  
dd. Ralph Baric  
ee. James LeDuc  
ff. Shi Zhengli  
gg. Ben Hu  
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hh. Yu Ping  
ii. Yan Zhu  
jj. Zhou Yusen  
kk. Peter Hotez  
ll. Richard Ebright  
mm. Y. Alina Chan  
nn. Jesse Bloom  
oo. David Relman 

 
2. Provide a detailed list to me of any communications that were deleted, using Microsoft 

Excel. 
Please ensure your deletion report contains a complete description of the records involved, 
including columns for volume and dates of the records, and if applicable, any salvage, recovery, 
or restoration efforts used for the premature destruction and/or deletion of government owned 
materials. 
 

3. Acknowledge the following, with your signature: 
a. You understand that it is stipulated in the NIH IT General Rules of Behavior that employees 

must: 
• Use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) to perform official duties or 

to connect to NIH IT resources (excluding NIH public websites and other public use 
systems). 

• Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, including 
but not limited to hardware, software, sensitive information, federal records [media 
neutral], and other NIH information from unauthorized access, use, modification, 
destruction, theft, disclosure, loss, damage, or abuse, and in accordance with NIH 
information handling policies. 

• Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 
• Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data 

without official approval. Using personal phones to take phone calls or attend remote 
meetings is permitted. 

• Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at NIH 
to internal and external sources. Note: While teleworking, managers/coworkers use 
Skype, Microsoft Teams, and ZoomGov to communicate essential NIH business. 
Other messaging services such as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently approved.   

b. You understand that Federal employees must not remove Federal records from Government 
custody without proper authorization (under 36 CFR 1222.24): 

• Unauthorized Records Destruction: means disposal of an unscheduled or permanent 
record; disposal prior to the end of the NARA-approved retention period of a 
temporary record (other than court-ordered disposal under § 1226.14(d) of this 
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subchapter); and disposal of a record subject to a FOIA request, litigation hold, or any 
other hold requirement to retain the records. 

• The NIH Institute, Center, or Office (ICO) must report promptly any unlawful or 
accidental removal, defacing, alteration, or destruction of records in their custody to 
the NIH Records Officer (citation: Title 36 / Chapter XII / Subchapter B / Part 1230). 

• It is prohibited for NIH employees to use personal email accounts to conduct official 
agency business. In the event of an emergency situation, when Federal accounts are 
not accessible or when an employee is initially contacted through a personal account, 
all agency personnel must ensure that all Federal records sent or received on 
personal email systems are captured and managed in accordance with agency 
recordkeeping practices and procedures in order to ensure compliance with 
other statutes and obligations, such as Litigation Hold, Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) and discovery. 

• The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 2911 as amended by Pub. L. 113-187): 
Electronic messages created or received in a personal account under the conduct of 
official NIH business must be forwarded to an official electronic messaging account 
within 20 days of receipt and/or creation. 
 

4. Agree to immediately transfer all communications related to your NIH work or sent with a 
NIH signature block from your personal email accounts to your official NIH account. This 
action is to be completed no later than 5:00 PM EST, Monday, June 18, 2024. 

 

I, David Morens, acknowledge and agree to fully comply with all stipulated actions, as required by 
NIAID/NIH/HHS: 

 

Digital Signature: 

Title: 

Date: 
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From: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E]
To: Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E]
Subject: Request for documentation pertaining to Information Security Awareness Training / Annual Refresher Training

Transcripts / Certificates of Completion
Date: Thursday, June 6, 2024 9:40:47 AM

Hi Anthony,
 
I can confirm that Dr. David Morens has completed the initial New Hire training (see below):
 
INFORMATION SECURITY FOR NEW HIRES

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - NIH Information Security Program 08/31/2004  

2 - Sensitive Information 08/31/2004  

3 - Local and Remote Access 06/29/2005  

4 - Internet Safety 06/29/2005  

5 - Situational Awareness 06/29/2005  

6 - Rules of Behavior and Agreements 08/31/2004  

7 - Insider Threats 08/31/2004  

8 - Emergency Preparedness 07/11/2019 08/04/2023

Information Management for New Hires

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

Privacy Awareness 7/30/2008 7/30/2008

Records Management 8/28/2017 8/28/2017

 
And regarding the annual refresher trainings, he has completed this each year for which we have
records from 2019-2023 (2024 has not yet been completed). And note that for 2019-2021 the record
shows that the Insider Threats module has not been completed but this module did not yet exist by
that name until 2022, so the training has been fulfilled.
 
2023 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

2 - Insider Threats 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

3 - Privacy Awareness 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

4 - Records Management 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

5 - Emergency Preparedness 8/4/2023 8/4/2023

2022 Refresher record for
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  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

2 - Insider Threats 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

4 - Records Management 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/28/2022 7/28/2022

2021 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

4 - Records Management 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

5 - Emergency Preparedness 8/12/2021 8/12/2021

2020 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

4 - Records Management 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/2/2020 7/2/2020

2019 Refresher record for

  CLOSE COURSE INFORMATION
  Module Date Completed Last Visited

1 - Information Security 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

2 - Insider Threats

3 - Privacy Awareness 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

4 - Records Management 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

5 - Emergency Preparedness 7/3/2019 7/3/2019

 
Please just let us know if we can provide any further information you may need.
 
Best,
 
Jonathan Milstein, M.Ed., CISSP, PMP, OD/OCIO/ISAO/GRC
NIH Information Security Program
Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO)
National Institutes of Health, HHS

D
r.

 D
av

id
 M

or
en

s 
R

ec
or

ds
 M

an
ag

em
en

t I
nf

or
m

at
io

n 
S

ec
ur

ity
 A

w
ar

en
es

s 
T

ra
in

in
g 

_ 
A

nn
ua

l R
ef

re
sh

er
 T

ra
in

in
g 

T
ra

ns
cr

ip
ts

 _
 C

er
tif

ic
a.

pd
f

NARA-000234



6555 Rock Spring, Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817
Email:  
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Division of Compliance Management (DCM) Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 

Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

CC: 

FROM: 

06/11/2024 

William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
Senior Agency Official for Records Management 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

Alfred C. Johnson Ph.D., Senior Official Records Management (SAORM), 
Deputy Director for Management (DDM), Office of Management (OM),  
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)   

Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer for the U.S. Government 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Susan Little, Department Records Officer  
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

   
Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management, 
Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 

SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE - National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) request 
for a response dated June 04, 2024, to follow-up letter dated May 14, 2024 
Subject Federal Records Act and Related Regulations Compliance Concerns 
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DELIVERABLE: 
 
No later than June 11, 2024, the NIH Records Officer will submit as requested, information regarding 
NIH’s compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations; specifically Records 
Management Training; including a description of the actions taken and trainings completed by Dr. 
David Morens, as mentioned in Congressional testimony to: Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer 
for the U.S. Government, Deputy Archivist of the United States (via email) with a copy to U.S. Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Senior Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM), NIH Senior 
Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM) and Departmental Records Officer (DRO). 
 
RESPONSE (CERTIFICATION):  
 
The Federal Records Act (FRA) requires that government agencies create, maintain, and preserve 
records that document their activities and decisions, which is essential for ensuring transparency, 
accountability, and the rule of law. The NIH works diligently to provide safeguards against the unlawful 
or accidental removal, alteration, or destruction of records; furthermore, if a potential loss is identified 
the agency works hard with NARA to mitigate future risk. All Agency/Institute mandatory trainings are 
provided in accordance with the Federal Records Act and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations 
requirements as stipulated. Above these requirements, optional additional trainings have been developed 
by NIH and are available to all NIH staff to further mitigate potential risk. 
 
ISSUE:  
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter dated June 04, 2024, 
from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States. 
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFRs), NARA requested the NIH respond to allegations of non-compliance (Records 
Management Training) as indicated in recent Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 
May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of 
the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following: 
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised 
significant concerns about compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by 
the National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network 
resource access) complete records management training within 60 days of employment and that 
they must complete annual refresher training. 

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, 
senior agency officials, and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to 
six months of a presidential administration change. 
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4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of 
corrective action to address any shortcomings in your records management training program. 

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others 
who create, receive, access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, 
with a particular focus on managing both permanent and temporary email records and the use of 
personal email accounts. 
 

SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records 
management and clarified the definition of a record as, “All recorded information, regardless of form or 
characteristics, made or received by a Federal Agency under Federal law or in connection with the 
transaction of public business.” In addition to the general training requirements outlined in 36 CFR 
1220.34, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017-01, specifically 
requires Federal agencies to provide annual training to all agency personnel regarding their records 
management responsibilities.     
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant 
recipients, detailees, interns, and other non-government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or 
Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of the agency, must complete Information Security and 
Information Management training prior to network access as well as an annual refresher course while 
in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources. 
 
The NIH mandatory training course covers five subject areas:  

• Information Security 
• Counterintelligence 
• Privacy Awareness 
• Records Management 
• Emergency Preparedness 

   
Following is a listing of NIH Records Management training completed by Dr. David Morens; 
 
A. Dr. David Morens (see attachment A, for training transcript) 

• Initial New Hire training 
• 1 - NIH Information Security Program (08/31/2004) 
• 2 - Sensitive Information (08/31/2004) 
• 3 - Local and Remote Access (06/29/2005) 
• 4 - Internet Safety (06/29/2005) 
• 5 - Situational Awareness (06/29/2005) 
• 6 - Rules of Behavior and Agreements (08/31/2004) 
• 7 - Insider Threats (08/31/2004) 
• 8 - Emergency Preparedness (07/11/2019 / 08/04/2023) 
• Information Management for New Hires 

o Privacy Awareness (7/30/2008) 
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o Records Management (8/28/2017) 
• Dr. Morens has completed this requirement each year for which we have records from 2019-

2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory refresher training is in process).  
Please note for 2019-2021 the record shows that the Insider Threats module has not been 
completed but this module did not yet exist by that name until 2022, so the training has been 
fulfilled. 

• Refresher Record (8/4/2023) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/8/2022) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (8/12/2021) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/20/2020) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/3/2019) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  
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B. In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management offers 
additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special 
volunteers and/or temporary employees, as follows:  
 
1. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Capstone Officials 

This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

2. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Non-Capstone Officials 
This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

3. NIH Records Management Essential Records Inventory (ERI) 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and catalog all emergency operating, legal 
and financial rights records. Submit the certified Inventory to the NIH Records Officer and 
review records inventory to ensure records are maintained and updated. 

4. NIH Records Management Transferring NIH Records to Federal Records Centers (FRC) 
This course is designed to assist NIH personnel assigned within Institutes, Centers, and Offices 
with transferring NIH Records to a Federal Records Center (FRC). 

5. HHS Records Management  
This course is designed to help HHS personnel (to include all Operating Divisions) know their 
basic responsibilities for managing federal records, including the laws, policies, and procedures 
that govern them. Individuals will learn how to determine if the information they work with is 
considered a federal record, how to manage federal records, and what resources they can consult 
to get more information about records management. 

6. Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals use the NIH’s records retention policies to identify 
which records must be retained, the different formats in which records may be stored, and 
common techniques for record disposal. 

7. Global Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and manage records properly, so they are 
able to access information when it is needed, keep potentially sensitive information secure, and 
comply with laws surrounding the handling and storage of data. 

8. NIH Records Management Notice of Eligibility for Disposal 
This course is designed to help individuals (primarily NIH Records Liaisons (RL) understand the 
automated process of their NARA issued quarterly disposal memos. 

9. NIH Records Management Fundamentals   
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic responsibilities for managing federal 
records, including the laws, policies, and procedures that govern them. Individuals will learn 
how to determine if the information they work with is considered a federal record, how to 
manage federal records, and what resources they can consult to get more information about 
records management. 

10. HHS Records Management Training for Departing Employees  
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This course provides all government employees and contractors with information regarding their 
responsibilities for managing federal records when changing positions, departing, or transferring 
within the Department. 

11. Records Custodian Training
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic roles and responsibilities for
carrying out and supporting localized records management functions as a records custodian.
Individuals will learn how to determine if the information worked with is considered a federal
record, how to manage federal records and what resources they can consult to receive more
information about records management.

12. Message Records Management
This course investigates the technologies and tools for Message Records Management.

13. NIH Records Management RSS Records Custodian Training
This course is designed to help personnel; primarily Records Liaisons (RLs); navigate the NIH
Records Schedule System (RSS), search for, and find records Schedules, create, and manage file
plans and if applicable, assign user roles and responsibilities to record custodians.

14. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management
This course discusses following the NIH’s Record Retention Policies which support the
organization's internal documentation and accounting systems and addresses compliance
requirements in state and federal law.

15. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management 2
This course discusses the two-fold purpose of a records retention policy as well as types of
documents that are typically covered.

16. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
This course provides an overview of the FOIA and how to meet obligations for processing FOIA
requests, while also encouraging employees to become familiar with the particular guidelines
and resources held by the agency's FOIA Office.

17. HHS Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) Overview Training
This course provides an overview of the Unclassified Information (CUI) program.

C. Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, 
annually informs NIH personnel of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and 
policy, and provides training specific to the practices and policies of the organization.

D. Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction, in 
addition to ICO specific trainings.

E. To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will issue to all staff an 
annual notice regarding Records Retention Requirements. The notice will address:
• Rules of Behavior for General Users,
• 44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non-Official 

Electronic Messaging Accounts, and
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• NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms
of communication i.e., Email, Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging.

In closing, the NIH appreciates the opportunity to address your concerns and respectfully requests that 
NARA close this matter. The NIH, an Operating Division of HHS, remains fully committed to effective 
governance and the continued preservation of all federal records.  

As the NIH Agency Records Officer, Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this 
coordinated response, as submitted: anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 

Respectfully, 

Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
Records Officer, NIH 

REFERENCE: 

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) was recently made aware of allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health (NIH) records, as outlined in a Letter from Hon. 
Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight & Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 
2023), referencing the following: 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et.
al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021) stating: “As you know, I try to always
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses,
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.”

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and specified documents and information from
any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones.

Privacy Act Notification for NIH Staff Only 
Collection of this information is authorized under 5 CFR 930.301. The primary use of the HHS ID number you 
provide to enter the training system is to allow the tracking system to record trainings (and associated 
agreements) you take to be eligible to receive and maintain an Active Directory (network) account, and/or be 
granted other authorized access such as privileged and remote access. If you do not provide your HHS ID 
number, NIH will not have the supporting training documentation to authorize your access to the NIH network. 
Privacy Act System of Records Notices that cover this information collection include OPM/GOVT-1; General 
Personnel Records ( https://dpcld.defense.gov/Privacy/SORNsIndex/DOD-wide-SORN-Article-
View/Article/570733/opmgovt-1/), and #09-25-0108 Personnel: Guest Researchers, Special Volunteers, and 
Scientists Emeriti ( https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/09/26/02-23965/privacy-act-of-1974-annual-
publication-of-systems-of-records#h-328). To view annual course offerings without authentication please use 
the public portal. Courses on the public portal do not count towards a user’s annual training requirements. 
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From:  William Bosanko <william.bosanko@nara.gov>

Sent time:  06/11/2024 12:27:31 PM

To:  Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA) <

Cc:  Little, Susan (OS/OCIO/OCDO) < ; Gibson, Anthony (NIH/OD) [E] <anthony.gibson@nih.gov>

Subject:  Re: HHS Federal Records Act Compliance Response
 

Thank you.  We will review and get back to you with any remaining questions.

Jay 

On Mon, Jun 10, 2024, 5:28 PM Campbell, Cheryl (OS/ASA) <  wrote:

Good evening, Mr. Bosanko,

 

Please see the attached letter in response to your inquiries dated May 14, 2024, and June 4, 2024, regarding the Department of
Health and Human Services’ compliance with the Federal Records Act and allegations of the unauthorized disposition of agency
records by National Institutes of Health employee, Dr. David Morens. 

 

Thank you,

 

Cheryl R. Campbell

Assistant Secretary for Administration

 

 

 

(b) (6)

(b) (6)

(b) (6)
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PRIVILEGED & CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: 12/05/2024 
 
TO:  William Fischer, Chief Records Officer for the United States Government (Acting) 
    
 
CC:  Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for Administration, 
   Senior Agency Official for Records Management 
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
 

Alfred C. Johnson Ph.D., Senior Official Records Management (SAORM),  
Deputy Director for Management (DDM), Office of Management (OM),  
Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH)   

 
  Susan Little, Department Records Officer  
  U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)  

 
  ,  
  Records Management Oversight and Reporting Division 

   National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) 
    
FROM: Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, NIH Records Officer 
   Chief, Information Management Branch, Division of Compliance Management, 
   Office of Management Assessment (OMA) Office of Management (OM) 
   Office of the Director (OD) National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
   U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
   anthony.gibson@nih.gov 301-402-8425 
 
SUBJECT:  TIME SENSITIVE – Investigatory Summation (UD-2023-0075), National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) request for a response dated June 04, 2024, to follow-
up letter dated May 14, 2024 

  Subject Federal Records Act and Related Regulations Compliance Concerns 
 
  

(b) (6)
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DELIVERABLE: 
 
No later than December 31, 2024, the NIH Records Officer will submit as requested, information 
regarding NIH’s compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations; specifically Records 
Management Training; including a description of the actions taken and trainings completed by Dr. 
David Morens, as mentioned in Congressional testimony to: Laurence Brewer, Chief Records Officer 
for the U.S. Government, Deputy Archivist of the United States (via email) with a copy to U.S. Health 
and Human Services (HHS) Senior Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM), NIH Senior 
Agency Official for Records Management (SAORM) and Departmental Records Officer (DRO). 
 
RESPONSE (CERTIFICATION):  
 
The Federal Records Act (FRA) requires that government agencies create, maintain, and preserve 
records that document their activities and decisions, which is essential for ensuring transparency, 
accountability, and the rule of law. The NIH works diligently to provide safeguards against the unlawful 
or accidental removal, alteration, or destruction of records; furthermore, if a potential loss is identified 
the agency works hard with NARA to mitigate future risk. All Agency/Institute mandatory trainings are 
provided in accordance with the Federal Records Act and corresponding Code of Federal Regulations 
requirements as stipulated. Above these requirements, optional additional trainings have been developed 
by NIH and are available to all NIH staff to further mitigate potential risk. 
 
ISSUE:  
Mr. Anthony D. Crawley Gibson, Agency Records Officer, National Institutes of Health, acknowledges 
receipt of the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA) Letter dated June 04, 2024, 
from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of the United States. 
 
In accordance with The Federal Records Act (44 U.S.C. 31) and corresponding Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFRs), NARA requested the NIH respond to allegations of non-compliance (Records 
Management Training) as indicated in recent Congressional testimony (Dr. David Morens) dated 22 
May 2024 and as outlined in a letter dated 04 June 2024 from William J. Bosanko, Deputy Archivist of 
the United States, addressed to Cheryl Campbell, Deputy Secretary, Assistant Secretary for 
Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), referencing the following: 
 

1. The additional information provided in the context of Congressional testimony has raised 
significant concerns about compliance with the Federal Records Act and related regulations by 
the National Institutes of Health and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

2. It is a requirement that all HHS employees and contractors with email accounts (or IT network 
resource access) complete records management training within 60 days of employment and that 
they must complete annual refresher training. 

3. HHS is also required to provide targeted records management training to political appointees, 
senior agency officials, and senior executives upon their arrival and departure and within three to 
six months of a presidential administration change. 
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4. I request that you provide the National Archives and Records Administration with a plan of 
corrective action to address any shortcomings in your records management training program. 

5. I also request that you provide refresher training to all HHS employees, contractors, or others 
who create, receive, access, or use Federal records on behalf of HHS within the next 90 days, 
with a particular focus on managing both permanent and temporary email records and the use of 
personal email accounts. 
 

SCOPE: The Presidential and Federal Records Act Amendments of 2014 modernized records 
management and clarified the definition of a record as, “All recorded information, regardless of form or 
characteristics, made or received by a Federal Agency under Federal law or in connection with the 
transaction of public business.” In addition to the general training requirements outlined in 36 CFR 
1220.34, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Bulletin 2017-01, specifically 
requires Federal agencies to provide annual training to all agency personnel regarding their records 
management responsibilities.     
 
To meet this mandatory training requirement, all NIH personnel (employees, contractor personnel, grant 
recipients, detailees, interns, and other non-government persons) supporting an NIH Institute, Center, or 
Office (ICO) who capture data on behalf of the agency, must complete Information Security and 
Information Management training prior to network access as well as an annual refresher course while 
in service. Successful completion is required in order to access NIH electronic resources. 
 
The NIH mandatory training course covers five subject areas:  

• Information Security 
• Counterintelligence 
• Privacy Awareness 
• Records Management 
• Emergency Preparedness 

   
Following is a listing of NIH Records Management training completed by Dr. David Morens; 
 
A. Dr. David Morens (see attachment A, for training transcript) 

• Initial New Hire training 
• 1 - NIH Information Security Program (08/31/2004) 
• 2 - Sensitive Information (08/31/2004) 
• 3 - Local and Remote Access (06/29/2005) 
• 4 - Internet Safety (06/29/2005) 
• 5 - Situational Awareness (06/29/2005) 
• 6 - Rules of Behavior and Agreements (08/31/2004) 
• 7 - Insider Threats (08/31/2004) 
• 8 - Emergency Preparedness (07/11/2019 / 08/04/2023) 
• Information Management for New Hires 

o Privacy Awareness (7/30/2008) 
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o Records Management (8/28/2017) 
• Dr. Morens has completed this requirement each year for which we have records from 2019-

2023 (2024 has not yet been completed as mandatory refresher training is in process).  
Please note for 2019-2021 the record shows that the Insider Threats module has not been 
completed but this module did not yet exist by that name until 2022, so the training has been 
fulfilled. 

• Refresher Record (8/4/2023) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/8/2022) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (8/12/2021) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/20/2020) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  

• Refresher Record (7/3/2019) 
o 1 - Information Security  
o 2 - Insider Threats  
o 3 - Privacy Awareness   
o 4 - Records Management  
o 5 - Emergency Preparedness  
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B. In addition to mandatory onboarding and annual refresher training, NIH Records Management offers 
additional training to all employees, contractors, members of the Public Health Service, special 
volunteers and/or temporary employees, as follows:  
 
1. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Capstone Officials 

This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

2. NIH Records Management Managing NIH Email: Guidance for Non-Capstone Officials 
This course is designed to help individuals know their roles and responsibilities for carrying out 
and supporting the management of email. 

3. NIH Records Management Essential Records Inventory (ERI) 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and catalog all emergency operating, legal 
and financial rights records. Submit the certified Inventory to the NIH Records Officer and 
review records inventory to ensure records are maintained and updated. 

4. NIH Records Management Transferring NIH Records to Federal Records Centers (FRC) 
This course is designed to assist NIH personnel assigned within Institutes, Centers, and Offices 
with transferring NIH Records to a Federal Records Center (FRC). 

5. HHS Records Management  
This course is designed to help HHS personnel (to include all Operating Divisions) know their 
basic responsibilities for managing federal records, including the laws, policies, and procedures 
that govern them. Individuals will learn how to determine if the information they work with is 
considered a federal record, how to manage federal records, and what resources they can consult 
to get more information about records management. 

6. Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals use the NIH’s records retention policies to identify 
which records must be retained, the different formats in which records may be stored, and 
common techniques for record disposal. 

7. Global Record Retention 
This course is designed to help individuals identify and manage records properly, so they are 
able to access information when it is needed, keep potentially sensitive information secure, and 
comply with laws surrounding the handling and storage of data. 

8. NIH Records Management Notice of Eligibility for Disposal 
This course is designed to help individuals (primarily NIH Records Liaisons (RL) understand the 
automated process of their NARA issued quarterly disposal memos. 

9. NIH Records Management Fundamentals   
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic responsibilities for managing federal 
records, including the laws, policies, and procedures that govern them. Individuals will learn 
how to determine if the information they work with is considered a federal record, how to 
manage federal records, and what resources they can consult to get more information about 
records management. 

10. HHS Records Management Training for Departing Employees  
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This course provides all government employees and contractors with information regarding their 
responsibilities for managing federal records when changing positions, departing, or transferring 
within the Department. 

11. Records Custodian Training  
This course is designed to help individuals know their basic roles and responsibilities for 
carrying out and supporting localized records management functions as a records custodian. 
Individuals will learn how to determine if the information worked with is considered a federal 
record, how to manage federal records and what resources they can consult to receive more 
information about records management. 

12. Message Records Management 
This course investigates the technologies and tools for Message Records Management. 

13. NIH Records Management RSS Records Custodian Training  
This course is designed to help personnel; primarily Records Liaisons (RLs); navigate the NIH 
Records Schedule System (RSS), search for, and find Records Schedules, create, and manage file 
plans and if applicable, assign user roles and responsibilities to record custodians. 

14. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management 
This course discusses following the NIH’s Record Retention Policies which support the 
organization's internal documentation and accounting systems and addresses compliance 
requirements in state and federal law. 

15. COMPLIANCE SHORT: Records Management 2 
This course discusses the two-fold purpose of a records retention policy as well as types of 
documents that are typically covered. 

16. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
This course provides an overview of the FOIA and how to meet obligations for processing FOIA 
requests, while also encouraging employees to become familiar with the particular guidelines 
and resources held by the agency's FOIA Office. 

17. HHS Controlled Unclassified Information (CUI) Overview Training 
This course provides an overview of the Unclassified Information (CUI) program. 

 
C. Each NIH ICO Records Management Official, in coordination with the Agency’s Records Officer, 

annually informs NIH personnel of their records management responsibilities in law, regulation, and 
policy, and provides training specific to the practices and policies of the organization.   

 
D. Training requirements are achieved by utilizing online modules, in person and virtual instruction, in 

addition to ICO specific trainings. 
 

E. To ensure the continued preservation of all federal records, the agency will continue to issue to all 
staff an annual notice regarding Records Retention Requirements. The notice will address: 
• Rules of Behavior for General Users,  
• 44 U.S.C. 2911-Disclosure Requirements for Official Business Conducted Using Non-Official 

Electronic Messaging Accounts, and  
• NIH Policy for utilizing and preserving records created and/or received using electronic forms 

of communication i.e., Email, Texting, and/or Instant Chat messaging. 
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F. NIH has completed a follow-on investigation of allegations of unauthorized disposition and certifies 
findings that the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID), National Institutes of 
Health (NIH), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), has no evidence that any federal 
records within their custody have been prematurely destroyed; as related to Dr. David Morens’ alleged 
use of personal email accounts to conduct NIH business; as outlined in a Letter received from Hon. Brad 
Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight & Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 
2023). 
 

The investigation of allegations of unauthorized disposition reveals that while operating within the 
Agency Records Officer’s limited scope and authoritative powers there is no evidence to support 
premature destruction of government owned records / materials contained within the NIH’s electronic 
eco-system. In this case, email communications to include attachments sent and/or received including 
items cc’d and/or bcc’d will be retained permanently as a Special Collection. Due to the limited powers 
of authority, the Investigator / Records Officer is restricted from assessing an individual’s personal 
accounts, i.e., email, chat, mobile texting, social media, etc. The agency is solely reliant on an 
individual’s compliance in identifying and forwarding the requested materials to their government issued 
accounts, as the agency does not have the authority to assess any of the aforesaid personal 
communication platforms.   

During its investigation, the Subcommittee’s investigative prowess and subpoena authorities revealed an 
undisclosed personal/private email account. Upon notification, the agency notified Dr. Morens via 
official correspondence (see attachment A) requesting he take immediate action and full compliance.  

Dr. Morens:  

On April 16, 2024, the Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability, announced a subpoena for records in your personal custody and control 
that are pertinent to their investigation. Upon examining the received documents, the Select 
Subcommittee discovered that in addition to your personal Gmail account, there is evidence of your use 
of Proton Mail (an e-mail service that uses end-to-end encryption).  

As the NIH/NIAID was uninformed of this and any other potential accounts, this memorandum requires 
your immediate action and full compliance.  

By 5:00 PM, Eastern Standard Time, June 18, 2024, I request that you review all unidentified 
accounts for relevant documents/data/records and take action, as follows:  

1. Locate, mark for litigation hold, and provide a copy to me of all records, documents, data, and 
information; to include working drafts and peer reviewed correspondence, emails, texts, or instant 
messages (“communications”) created and/or received by NIAID personnel at NIH email 
addresses/devices using:  
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• dmorens@niaid.nih.gov,  
• , or  
• any other associated accounts, i.e., Proton email, social media and/or mobile devices government 
sponsored or personal.  

As with our initial request, this is to include:  

All correspondence in which some variation of your NIH Signature Block and/or Job Title appears 
and/or is included. 

 i. David M. Morens, M.D., CAPT., United States Public Health Service (ret.) 
 Senior Advisor to the Director, Office of the Director 
 National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
 National Institutes of Health 
 ii. David M Morens, OD, NIAID, NIH 

Acknowledge and agree to immediately transfer all communications related to your NIH work or sent 
with a NIH signature block from your personal email accounts to your official NIH account.  

The NIH can confirm the receipt of 6.1 GB (55,599 pages) of email correspondence and 6,656 PDF Text 
message documents.  

While the agency at this time cannot confirm the unauthorized destruction of Federal records utilizing 
Dr. Morens’ personal accounts, we do however acknowledge the following are in violation of NIH IT 
General Rules of Behavior: 

1. In the performance of official duties, use only Government Issued Federal Equipment (GFE) and/or 
connect to NIH IT resources. 

2. Take all necessary precautions to protect NIH information and IT resources, including but not limited 
to federal records [media neutral], and other NIH information from unauthorized access, use, 
modification, destruction, theft, disclosure, loss, damage, or abuse, and in accordance with NIH 
information handling policies. 

3. Not use personal email and storage/service accounts to conduct NIH business. 

4. Never use personal devices to conduct NIH business or store/transmit NIH data without official 
approval. With exception, the use of personal phones to take phone calls or attend remote meetings is 
permitted. 

5. Only disseminate authorized NIH information related to official job and duties at NIH to internal and 
external sources. (Note: While teleworking, managers/coworkers are encouraged to use authorized 
applications (Microsoft Teams, and ZoomGov) to communicate essential NIH business. Other 
messaging services such as WhatsApp and WeChat are not currently approved.) 

(b) (6)
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6. Unauthorized Removal of Federal Records: Federal employees must not remove Federal records from 
Government custody without proper authorization. Under 36 CFR 1222.24. 

7. Failure to transfer within 20 business days to your official NIH account all communications related to 
NIH work or sent with a NIH signature block from personal email accounts. 

8. Using an Official Title and/or Signature Block to conduct non-agency related business  

G. Risk Mitigation  

1. The NIH currently has a Records Management Disposition Review in place for analog records and is 
expanding it to cover electronic media.  This process within the broader field of records management 
involves evaluating and determining what should be done with records when they are no longer needed 
for daily operations or regulatory purposes. The goal is to ensure that records are managed in 
compliance with legal, regulatory, and organizational requirements. Additionally, prior to destruction all 
records eligible for destruction are documented, verified and concurrence is required from both ICO 
Senior Leadership (Executive Officer EO or above) and the Agency's Records Officer.  The process 
includes: 

a. Review of Retention Schedules,  
b. Legal and regulatory Considerations,  
c. Assessment of Active vs. Inactive Records,  
d. Secure Destruction of Records, and  
e. Documentation and Audit Trail. 

2. To prevent the use of personal email accounts for official business, the NIH has taken a proactive 
approach by implementing clear policies, technological solutions, and employee training. The agency's 
strategies include:  

a. A comprehensive email usage policy that specifies the expectation of using NIH issued email 
accounts for official business; which explicitly states, personal email accounts (such as 
Gmail, Yahoo, etc.) should not be used for NIH-related communication unless in emergent 
situations where an individual is unable to access their official account. Messages are to be 
forwarded to the official account within 20 days from creation and/or receipt,  

b. Employee Training & Awareness,  

c. Email Encryption,  

d. Encouraging the use of Authorized Collaboration Tools,  

e. Mobile Device Management,  

f. Email Archiving and Auditing.   
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3. To further mitigate the risks of using personal email accounts for official business, the Records 
Management Program, in coordination with the NIH Center for Information Technology, will assess the 
following additional measures:  

a. Restricted Access, restrictions on accessing personal email accounts from NIH issued 
devices and within the agency's network,  

b. Email Monitoring: Set up monitoring systems to detect and flag messages sent from NIH 
devices using personal email accounts,  

c. Logging: Ensuring that all business / official communications are logged through the 
NIH's official email system, which will make it easier to audit and track, and  

d. The Use of Data Loss Prevention (DLP) Tools.   

4. To safeguard against the unauthorized deletion or alteration of agency records, the NIH has 
implemented a combination of policies, technical solutions, and access controls. These measures help 
protect the integrity of records and ensure compliance with regulatory and legal requirements, 
particularly for sensitive information. The agency's approach consists of the following:  

a. Establish and maintain clear policies that outline the acceptable use, handling, retention, and 
destruction of records. The policies specifically prohibit the unauthorized deletion or 
alteration of records and provide clear consequences for non-compliance,  

b. Use NIH Specific Retention Schedules, which specify how long records must be kept and 
when they can be archived or destroyed,  

c. Continue to use: 

1. Role-based access controls to include  permissions which restrict who can access, modify, 
or delete records,  

2. Version Control,  

3. Document Locking, and  

4. Data Back-up. 

In closing, the NIH appreciates the opportunity to address your concerns and respectfully requests that 
NARA close this matter. The NIH, an Operating Division of HHS, remains fully committed to effective 
governance and the continued preservation of all federal records. As the NIH Agency Records Officer, 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson is the Point of Contact for this coordinated response, as submitted: 
anthony.gibson@nih.gov or 301-402-8425. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Anthony D. Crawley Gibson 
Records Officer, NIH 
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REFERENCE: 
 
The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) was recently made aware of allegations of 
unauthorized disposition of National Institute of Health (NIH) records, as outlined in a Letter from Hon. 
Brad Wenstrup, Chairman, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic, House Committee on 
Oversight & Accountability, addressed to David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor (June 29, 
2023), referencing the following: 

1. E-Mail from David Morens, M.D., Senior Scientific Advisor, NIAID, to Peter Daszak, Ph.D., et. 
al., President, EcoHealth Alliance, Inc. (Sept. 9, 2021) stating: “As you know, I try to always 
communicate on gmail because my NIH email is FOIA’d constantly. . .. Stuff sent to my gmail 
gets to my phone, but not my NIH computer. . . . Don’t worry, just send to any of my addresses, 
and I will delete anything I don’t want to see in the New York Times.” 

2. Documents related to the origins of COVID-19 and specified documents and information from 
any personal e-mail accounts and any personal cell phones. 

 
Privacy Act Notification for NIH Staff Only  
Collection of this information is authorized under 5 CFR 930.301. The primary use of the HHS ID number you 
provide to enter the training system is to allow the tracking system to record trainings (and associated 
agreements) you take to be eligible to receive and maintain an Active Directory (network) account, and/or be 
granted other authorized access such as privileged and remote access. If you do not provide your HHS ID 
number, NIH will not have the supporting training documentation to authorize your access to the NIH network. 
Privacy Act System of Records Notices that cover this information collection include OPM/GOVT-1; General 
Personnel Records ( https://dpcld.defense.gov/Privacy/SORNsIndex/DOD-wide-SORN-Article-
View/Article/570733/opmgovt-1/), and #09-25-0108 Personnel: Guest Researchers, Special Volunteers, and 
Scientists Emeriti ( https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2002/09/26/02-23965/privacy-act-of-1974-annual-
publication-of-systems-of-records#h-328). To view annual course offerings without authentication please use 
the public portal. Courses on the public portal do not count towards a user’s annual training requirements.  
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