
 

 

 

 
 
August 31, 2023 
 
Case No. FL-2022-00076 
 

 
Mr. Sainath Suryanarayanan, PhD 
U.S. Right to Know 
4096 Piedmont Ave. #963 
Oakland, CA 94611 
 
Dear Mr. Suryanarayanan: 
 
As noted in our letter dated July 30, 2023, we are processing your request 
under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552.  Thus far, the 
Department of State (“Department”) has located an additional 31 
responsive records subject to the FOIA.  Upon review, we have determined 
all 31 records may be released in part. 
 
An enclosure explains the FOIA exemptions and other grounds for 
withholding material.  Where we have made redactions, the applicable FOIA 
exemptions are marked on each record.  Where applicable, the Department 
has considered the foreseeable harm standard when reviewing these 
records and applying FOIA exemptions.  All non-exempt material that is 
reasonably segregable from the exempt material has been released and is 
enclosed. 
 
 
 
 
 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D. C. 20520 
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We will keep you informed as your case progresses.  If you have any 
questions, your attorney may contact Savith Iyengar, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney, at savith.iyengar@usdoj.gov.  Please refer to the case number, FL-
2022-00076, and the civil action number, 22-cv-04359, in all correspondence 
about this case. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Diamonece Hickson 
Chief, Litigation and Appeals Branch 
Office of Information Programs and Services 

 
Enclosures:  As stated. 
 
 

mailto:savith.iyengar@usdoj.gov


The Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552) 

FOlA Exemptions 

(b)(J) Information specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the followjng 
classification categories: 

l.4(a) Military plans, systems, or operations 
l.4(b) Foreign government information 
L4(c) Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology 
l .4(d) Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources 
I.4(e) Scientific, technological, or economic matters relating to national security, 

including defense against transnational terrorism 
1.4(f) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities 
I .4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilipes of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects, 

plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense 
against transnational terrorism 

I.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction 

(b )(2) Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency 

(bX3) Specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than 5 USC 552), for example: 

ARMSEXP 
CIA PERS/ORG 
EXPORT CONTROL 
FSACT 
INA 
IRAN 

Arms Export Control Act, 50a USC 241 l(c) 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g) 
Export Administration Act of 1979, 50 USC App. Sec. 241 l(c) 
Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004 
Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(f), Sec. 222(t) 
Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505 

(b X 4) Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information 

(bX5) lnteragency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deliberative process, 
attomcy-dient privilege, or attorney work product 

(bX6) Personal privacy information 

(bX7) Law enforcement information whose disclosure would: 
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings 
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial 
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy 
(D) disclose confidential sources 
(E) disclose investigation techniques 
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual 

(bX8) Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising financial institutions 

(bX9) Geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells 

Other Grounds for Withholding 

NR Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised with the agreement of the requester 
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From: "Stilwell, David R" l(b)(6) l§lstate.gov> 
;::::::::::::::::::::==~ 

T . Buangan, Richard ~(b)(6) ~state.gov>; 
0

• l<b )(6) FJ)state.gov> 

CC: Ortagus, Morgan D fb )(6) kilstate.gov>; 
Yu, Miles l(b)(6) l@state.gov> 

Subject: RE: SPOX Tweet Suggestions 

Date: Mon, 6 Apr 2020 19:20:05 +0000 

This is the line I took with the Bullpen just now as well. l(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

vb)(5) I That s "'-'-'-'---------------------------------' what cooperation looks like. 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Buangan, Richard L.-fb-)(_6_) ----.~state.gov> 

Sent: Monday, Apri l 6, 2020 3:07 PM 
To¥b)(6) bstate.gov> 
Cc: Stilwell, David R l(b)(6) @state.gov>; Ortagus, Morgan Djr ~h~)~fn~' -~l@state.gov>; Yu, Miles 
<l(b )(6) ~state .gov> 
Subject: RE: SPOX Tweet Suggestions 

This is fantastic. 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: J(b)(6) !@state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 3:03 PM 

To: Bu a nga n, Rich a r,.:::d~b~6~-___J==te:..:·a:o~v> 
Cc: Stilwell, David R (b)(6) ov>; Ortagus, Morgan D l(b)(6) 
kb)(6) l@state.gov> 

!@state.gov>;Yu, Miles 

Subject : RE: SPOX Tweet Suggestions 

Richard, see belowj(b)(5) I as we discussed on the call, so 
we can set up the Secretary for tomorrow. Can you please have a look at the wording below. 
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SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Buangan, Richard L {b)(6) ~ state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 6, 2020 1:53 PM 
To¥b)(6) @state.gov> 

Cc: Stilwell, David R!(b)(6) @state.gov>;Ortagus, Morgan D ,j(i.:..b....:..)(.:....6..:....) __ ,-~~st~a_te~.g~o~v> 
Subject : SPOX Tweet Suggestions 

l(b )(6) 

Sorry for the delay. Here are EAP's two tweets as cleared by A/5 Stilwell. We can have a tweet graphic 

that GPA would designing for Tweet #2 if you like that one to move forward. 

Richard 

Tweet #1 

@StateSpox: (b)(5) ~----------------------------~ 
Kb)(5) I Here's their original story, despite already knowing that human-to-human 
transmission had occurred. 

~ World Health Organization (WHO) 
□@WHO□ 

Preliminary investigations conducted by the Chinese autho 
have found no clear evidence of human-to-human transmis 
the novel #coronavirus (2019-nCoV) identified in #Wuhan, 
#ChinacN. pic.twitter.com/Fnl5P877VG 
1/14/20, 06:18 

Tweet #2 

@StateSpox: (b)(5) 

b)(5) #Transparency Now 

Graphic: Timeline of Li Wenliang, Ai Fen, the other doctors, the three citizen journalists, the 
Shanghai lab that shared the genome. 
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SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

Sender: "Stilwell, David R" l(b)(5) l@state.gov> 

,..,.;B:....:u=-=a:;.,;,ng:.;a=-n;!.,, ..:...;R:....:ic:;.,;,ha::.;.r..::.d--=L=lrh='=r r::.=' =::::.--'l@state.gov >; 
R . . t !rb )(5) p)state.gov>; 

ecipien : Ortagus, Morgan DVh)f!')) plstate.gov>; 
Yu, Miles Kb )(5) k:ustate.gov> 
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From: l(b)(6) @state.gov> 

To: Park, Christopher J (T)l(b )(6) l@state.gov>; 
ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 

CC: T _SpecAssts <T _SpecAssts@state.gov> 

Subject: RE: Press guidance on China/ COVID investigation 

Date: Tue, 26 Jan 202117:09:09 +0000 

Will do. Thanks. 

From: Park, Christopher J (T) Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 202112:03 PM 
To: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
Cc: T _SpecAssts <T _SpecAssts@state.gov> 
Subject: Re: Press guidance on China/ COVID investigation 

b)(S) 

From:l(b)(6) l@state.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 202111:49 AM 
To: Park, Christopher J (T)Kb)(6) @state.gov> 

Cc: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
Subject: FW: Press guidance on China/ COVID investigat ion 

Chris -l(b)(S) 

From*b)(6) !@state.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 202111:26 AM 
To: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
Subject: Press guidance on China/ COVID investigation 

FYI 

In response to: 

[08/31/2023] 
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From: ,.,_l(b--'-).,_(6_,_) __________ -"l@_ st_a_te~.g~o_v> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 202111:17 AM 
To!fh ) fn) @state.gov>;._l(b_)_(6_) _________ _,~_s_ta_t_e~.g~ov> 

Subject: Ch ina COVID PG Tasking List for January 25, 2021 

China/COVID press guidance FYSA. 

l(b )(6) 

From:kb)(6) l@state.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2021 8:22 AM 

To:!(b)(6) ~ state.gov> 
Cc: ISN-CPA-DL <ISN-CPA-DL@state.gov> 

Subject: Re: Tasking List for January 25, 2021 

Morning~~b_)(_6)_~ 

Attached are the two PG's you requested as pulled from Content Commons. 

Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau oflntemational Security & Nonproliferation 

E-mail:l(b)(6) µ?state.gov 

From:l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 4:19 PM 

To: Kb )(6) ~ state.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tasking List for January 25, 2021 

Thankfb)(6) 

Froml(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 3:46 PM 

To: kb)(6) e)state.gov> 

Subject: Re: Tasking List for January 25, 2021 
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Helld'b)(6) 

I am still waiting on the lines you requested but wanted to let you know I still have yet to 
receive them. I know it's really late but I am still working on it. 

Thanks, 

Kb)(6) I 

Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau oflntemational Security & Nonproliferation 

E-mail: l(b)(6) @state.gov 

From:kb)(6) l@state.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 8:07 AM 

To: Kb)(6) ~state.gov>; ISN-lran-DL <ISN-lran-DL@state.gov>; ISN-TF231-DL <ISN-

TF231-DL@state.gov>; ISN-CATR-DL <ISN-CATR-DL@state.gov>; ISN-MNSA-DL <ISN-MNSA

DL@state.gov>; ISN-PC-DL <ISN-PC-DL@state.gov>; ISN-RA-East Asia Team-DL <ISN-RA-EastAsiaTeam

DL@state.gov>; ISN-PC-East Asia Team-DL <ISN-PC-EastAsiaTeam-DL@state.gov>; ISN-RA-DL <ISN-RA

DL@state.gov> 
Cc: ISN-CPA-DL <ISN-CPA-DL@state.gov> 

Subject: RE: Tasking List for January 25, 2021 

would like to see this item: 

I also see this item under the EAP subject line in the original email. Is it possible to see this item 
as well? 

Best, 

l(b )(6) 

Fromj(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 8:00 AM 

To: ISN-lran-DL <ISN-lran-DL@state.gov>; ISN-TF231-DL <ISN-TF231-DL@state.gov>; ISN-CATR-DL <ISN-
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CATR-DL@state.gov>; ISN-MNSA-DL <ISN- MNSA-DL@state.gov>; ISN-PC-DL <ISN-PC-DL@state.gov>; 

ISN-RA-East Asia Team-DL <ISN-RA-EastAsiaTeam-DL@state.gov>; ISN-PC-East Asia Team-DL <ISN-PC

EastAsiaTeam-DL@state.gov>; ISN-RA-DL <ISN-RA-DL@state.gov> 

Cc: ISN-CPA-DL <ISN-CPA-DL@state.gov> 

Subject: Fw: Tasking List for January 25, 2021 

Morning everyone, 

Please see the items of interest below. Please let me know if you would like to see, clear, and/or 
offer points: 

Kb)(5) 

(b)(5) 

lb)(5) 

[ b)(5) 

l(b)(5) 

Thank you, 

l(b )(6)1 

kb)(6) 

Public Affairs Specialist, Bureau of International Security & Nonproliferation 

E-mail: Kb)(6) !@state.gov 

I 

I 

I 
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From: l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 25, 2021 7:01 AM 
To: PAO Group <PA0Group2@state.gov> 
Subject: Tasking List for January 25, 2021 

Good Morning, 

Flag - Taskings highlighted in yellow are in addition to the weekend Tasking List sent . .. 

There will be not be a Department Press Briefing (DPB) today. Please note changes to the Guidance 
Collection scheduling process below. 

Spokesperson Ned Price will hold Guidance Collection via Google Meet: 

Google Meet Instructions: 
Meeting ID - meet.google.com/wfo-rjha-inp 
Phone Numbers -l(b)(6) I 
P!N:285 383 652# 

IMPORTANT: The purpose of Guidance Collection is to prepare the spokesperson for the DPB or ifno 
DPB scheduled, to prepare the spokesperson to respond to press issues of the day. If you would like to 
brief the Spokesperson at Guidance Collection and do not have a tasking below, please email 
PAPressDuty@state.gov NL T 9:00am to secure a briefing time slot. All bureaus with taskings will 
automatically be assigned a briefing time slot during today's Guidance Collection. The Guidance 
Collection schedule will be released o/a 9:30am. 

Please note, we will use the E-Book process. Press Guidance for review during Guidance Collection 
must be submitted as a Word doc (.docx format) to GuidanceCollection@state.gov NLT 10:00am in 
order to be uploaded into the E-Book. For further guidance, please follow the process outlined in the 
PAO Checklist. (Note: guidance should NOT be submitted to this distro outside of SPOX guidance 
collection. Final guidance should be sent separately to PAPressDuty@state.gov for inclusion in the day's 
package on Content Commons.) 

Format: The template for guidance is on our GPA Sharepoint site 
at https://usdos.sharepoint.com/sites/GPA/SitePages/PressTemplates.aspx. Guidance has two parts. 
For the Spokesperson 's Book, guidance should not exceed two pages and should include relevant official 
quotes and topline points. For the Final Package, press guidance should follow the standard template -
including quotes, topline points, as well as Q&A, and background as needed. 

Font size: Please use Times New Roman 20 point and 1.5 spacing when submitting guidance for the E
Book. Reduce to 14 point when sending electronic guidance for inclusion in the Final Package, and 
please submit as a Word attachment (.docx format) in either case. 

Final guidance: The Press Office will publish a Final Guidance package on Content Commons every 
business day. Final guidance for inclusion in the package should be submitted 
to PAPressDuty@state.gov by 4:00pm each day. Late submissions can be submitted for publication until 
8:00pm, when the package closes. 

Thanks, 

l(b )(6) 
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(b )(5) 

Sender: ~l(b_)(_
6
_) ------.-_________ -_,~~state.gov> 

Park, Christopher J (T) !<b)(6) !@state.gov>; 
Recipient: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV>; 

T _SpecAssts <T _SpecAssts@state.gov> 
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From: "Park, Christopher J" Kb)(6) !@state.gov> 

To: 
~b)(6) tgistate.gov>; 
b )(6) l@state.gov>; 
ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 

Subject: RE: For Clearance by Noon Tomorrow 6/3: Hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith HFAC 
Hearing 

Date: Fri, 4 Jun 202115:11:33 +0000 

Thank you. The below look fine to me. 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From:~!(b~)(~6~) -------~l@state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, June 4, 2021 9:25 AM 

To:Kb)(6) ~state.gov>; ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
Subject : RE: For Clearance by Noon Tomorrow 6/3: Hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith HFAC Hearing 

Thanks, Kb)(61We need Chris's eyes on the COVID19 ones related to the DOS fact sheet and internal 
debates (by Noon). I think they're ok (though they're kind of non-answers),and copied them here for 
ease (and link is in the thread for direct editing) 

b)(5) 
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(b)(5) 

l(b )(6) I 
Foreign Affairs/ Science Officer 

Biological Policy Staff I Bureau of International Security and Nonproliferation 

U.S. Department of State 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

Fromj(b)(6) !@state.gov> 

Sent : Friday, June 4, 2021 7:05 AM 

To: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 

[08/31/2023] 

Subject: Re: For Clearance by Noon Tomorrow 6/3: Hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith HFAC Hearing 

Thanks! 
V/R, 

~b)(6) I 

~b)(6) 

Office of the Biological Policy Staff I Bureau of International Security and Nonproliferation 
U.S. Department of State I CORTEK Contract Support 

O:Kb)(6) ! M j(b)(6) ! 
l(b)(6) l@state.gov 

From:kb)(6) kPstate.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 8:22 PM 

To:Kb)(6) l@state.gov> 

Cc: BEP <BEP@state.gov>; ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 

Subject: Re: For Clearance by Noon Tomorrow 6/3: Hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith HFAC Hearing 

~b)(6) 

Thanks for tagging us in. I've cleared for ISN/CTR equities and defer to BPS on the COVTD origins 
question that l(b)(6) pagged for ISN's review. 

Cheers, 
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From:l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 7:16 PM 
To: b)(6) state. ov>; l(b)(6) @state.gov>; b)(6) 
b)(6) l@state.gov>; b)(6) state. ov>; 

kb)(6) @state.gov>;l(b)(6) l@state.gov>fb)(6) 
Kb)(6) l@state.gov>; l(b)(6) R@state.gov>; l(b)(6) I 
fb)(6) l@state.gov>; kb)(6) (@state.gov>; l(b)(6) I 
kb)(6) @state.gov>;i(b)(6) @state.gov>J(b)(6) I 
Kb)(6) l@state.gov>; l(b)(6) l@state.gov>:l<b)(6) @state.gov>; 
Kb)(6) @state.gov>;R Clearances <R Clearances@state.gov>; GPA Clearances 
<GPA Cleara nces@state.gov> ~(b )(6) l@state.gov>; Kb )(6) 

Kb)(6) @state.gov>; l(b)(6) 1@state.gov>;l(b)(6) I 
VhVR) @state.gov>;kb)(6) ~state.gov>;Kb)(6) l@state.gov>; 
l(b)(6) >· b)(6) tate.gov>; 

b )(6) ·::::::::::::::::::::::============~ --:--:-- ~ ~~----, 
b)(6) state. ov>; Kb)(6) 

'-;==========~ 
kb)(6) !@state.gov>;kb)(S) ~state.gov>; b)(6) 
Vh)fR) !@state.gov>; GEC-Russia Team <GEC-RussiaTeam@state.gov>; (b)(6) 
Kb)(6) ki?state.gov>; WHA-EPSC-lnternal <WHA-EPSC-lnternal@st'-a-te- .-go_v_>_; .... (b- )-(6_)_.__ __ ---, 

Kb)(6) 1@state.gov>;l(b)(6) ~state.gov>;Kb)(6) I 
kb)(6) l@state.gov>;l(b)(6) @state.gov>; l(b)(6) 
kb)(6) @state.gov>;ACSHealth <ACSHealth@state.gov>; M_Clearan~c~e~<~M- C-le_a_r-an_c_e~@state.gov> 

Cc: OES-IHB-DG <OES-IHB-DG@state.gov>; 10-EDA-HEALTH-DL <IO-EDA-HEALTH-DL@state.gov>; E 

Clearances <E Clearances@state.gov>; Kb)(6) @state.gov>;SCRHS_Clearance 
<SCRHS Clearance@state.gov> 
Subject : Re: For Clearance by Noon Tomorrow 6/3: Hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith HFAC Hearing 

Looping in a couple other colleagues thanks to helpful suggestions from others. Please let us know if you 
have any questions. 

@]oA Smith HFAC.docx 

From:l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 6:09 PM 

To:Kb)(6) @state.gov>;kb)(6) 
kb)(S) @state.gov>;l(b)(6) @state.gov>; b)(6) state. ov>; 

l@state.gov>; b)(6) 

~state.gov>;l(b)(6) l@state.gov>; Kb)(6) 
kb)(6) @state.gov>;l(b)(6) l@state.gov>;!{b)(6) I 
kb)(6) 

J.=Kb=)(=6=) ====l@::;----c-st=a~te'"".g"""o~v>; ';:::Kb=)(=6=) =======fu~s=ta;""-'t~e'-'-'.g~ov>;Kb)(6) I 
i.:...K b..:..;)(~6):...._ _ _J-'"l@~s_ta_te~.g-o_v> ;Kb )(6) ~ state .go"--v-'-> ,'.. l(=b=)(6=)====--~ 
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kb)(6) @state.gov>; (b)(6) state. ov>; kb)(6) @state.gov>; 
b)(6) state. ov>; R_Clearances <R Clearances@state.gov>; GPA Clearances 

<GPA Clearances@state.gov>; l(b)(6) !@state.gov>;Kb)(6) I 
fb)(6) l@state.gov>; !fh)fR) @state.gov>Jb)(6) I 

Kb )(6) @state.gov>; Kb )(6) @state.gov>; l<b )(6) l@state.gov>; 

kb)(6) i@state.gov>;fb)(6) !@state.gov>; 
b)(6) state. ov>; fo)(6) @state.gov>; l(b)(6) 
(b)(6) ov>;Vh)fR) t@state.gov>; Kb)(6) ~"""st"""'aa.;.te.;....g_o_v_>;_. 

fh)fR) @state.gov>; !(b)(6) 1@state.gov>;!(b)(6) I 
l(b)(6) @state.gov>;Kb)(6) ~state.gov>.,; K;=b==)(==6)======;-'I 

Kb)(6) @state.gov>; GEC-Russia Team <GEC-RussiaTeam@state.gov>;l(b)(6) L.:....:..:........,..----;====-=======------, 
(b)(6) state. ov>; WHA-EPSC-lnternal <WHA-EPSC-lnterna l@state.gov>; (b)(6) 

b)(6) state. ov>; l<b)(6) t@state.gov>; b)(6) "'-'-'-',------........... 
kb)(6) @state.gov>; !(b)(6) kg>state.gov>; ,_(b_)(_6_) ___ _, 
kb)(6) @state.gov> 
Cc: OES-IHB-DG <OES-IHB-DG@state.gov>; 10-EDA-HEALTH-DL <IO-EDA-HEALTH-DL@state.gov>; E 
Clearances <E Clearances@state.gov>;kb)(6) tg)state.gov> 
Subject : Re: For Clearance by Noon Tomorrow 6/3: Hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith HFAC Hearing 

+ some additional colleagues who may want to review. 

Sent: Thursday, June 3, 2021 5:38 PM 
To:fb)(6) @state.gov>; b)(6) 

Kb)(6) l@state.gov>; l(b)(6) @state.gov>;l<b)(6) 
b)(6) state. ov>; Kb)(6) @state.gov>; Kb)(6) I 

kb)(6) g>state.gov>; l(b)(6) ~state.gov>;l(b)(6) @state.gov>; 
Kb)(6) ~state.gov>; R Clearances <R Clearances@state.gov>; GPA Clearances 
<GPA Clearances@state.gov>; l(b)(6) ~state.gov>;kb)(6) I 
Kb)(6) l@state.gov>; kb)(6) @state.gov>;kb)(6) I 
Kb )(6) g> state .gov>; kb )(6) @state.gov>;!<b )(6) !@state.gov>; 
Vh)fn) p>state.gov>; kb)(6) !@state.gov>; 

Kb )(6) ~state.gov>; ~kh~,r~~~, :;-:--------:=========' ®:::::::::st=a=te~.g~o~v> ;f~h~,r~R~' ---~ 
fb)(6) ~state.gov>; (b)(6) state. ov>;l(b)(6) l@state.gov>; 
b)(6) state. ov>; l(b)(6) @state.gov>;(b)(6) 
~(b)(6) @)state.gov>;kb)(6) @state.gov>""'; ,..(b-)(_6_) ___ ---1 

Kb)(6) @state.gov>; GEC-Russia Team <GEC-RussiaTeam@state.gov>; "-(b....:.).;...(6-=--) ____ _. 
Kb)(6) @state.gov>;WHA-EPSC-lnternal <WHA-EPSC-lnternal@state.gov> 
Cc: OES-IHB-DG <OES-IHB-DG@state.gov>; 10-EDA-HEALTH-DL <10-EDA-HEALTH-DL@state.gov>; E 
Clearances <E Clearances@state.gov>; Kb)(6) @state.gov> 
Subject : For Clearance by Noon Tomorrow 6/3: Hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith HFAC Hearing 

Hi all, 



FL-2022-00076 A-0000057 44 73 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

Please find linked below for your clearance a set of hard Q&As for Coordinator Smith's hearing before 
HFAC. We would greatly appreciate your review no later than noon tomorrow, June 3. Much of this is 
pre-cleared language that needs updating. Please do not worry about formatting, as we will get 
everything in the right place before the document is finalized. 

@]QA Smith HFAC.docx 

Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Many thanks, 

Kb)(6) I 
~b)(6) 

Foreign Affairs Officer 
Office of International Health and Biodefense 
Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs 
U.S. Department of State 
Mobile: kh)fn) I 

l(b)(6) ~state.gov 

ll ==-== I 

Sender: "Park, Christopher J" l(b )(6) @state.gov> 

l(b)(6) !§)state.gov>; 
Recipient: [(b )(6) @state.gov>; 

ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
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From: (b)(6) @state.gov> 

To: Park, Christopher J (b)(6) state.gov> 

Subject: RE: China nixed meeting on biowarfare concerns as coronavirus queries increased 

Date: Mon, 26 Apr 2021 15:26:40 +0000 

I would let it ride but will ask!(b)(6 !and let you know 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Park, Christopher J !rh \/R\ l§>state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 26, 202110:34 AM 
To:!(h )(n) l@state.gov> 
Subject: RE: China nixed meeting on biowarfare concerns as coronavirus queries increased 

..... l(b_)_(5_) ____________ __.l or just going to let it ride? 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: i(b )(6 ) f h )(n) !@state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 26, 202110:18 AM 
To: Park, Christopher J irh\(R\ tj)state.gov> 
Subject: RE: China nixed meeting on biowarfare concerns as coronavirus queries increased 

Billingslea 

BTW, I'll attend the bio sub-I PC with l<b)(6~rom 5959, otherwise I would have joined you up in T space -
or you more than welcome to join us in our conference room and can also discuss this in more details. 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Park, Christopher J l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2021 9:59 AM 
To:l(b )(6) !@state.gov>; !rh )(n) ~; ISN-BPS-DL 
<ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
Cc:lrh )(n) g?state.gov>; T SpecAssts <T SpecAssts@state.gov>;kb )(6) 

l(b)(6) @state.gov>;fo)(6) ~state.gov>; i{h)(n) I i..:........a._;___;_ ___ ...., 

lrh)(n) l@state.gov>; kh)(n) @state.gov> 
Subject: RE: China nixed meeting on biowarfare concerns as coronavirus queries increased 

Well, that's clear as mud: 

"The Washington Times quoted a senior Trump administration official in May alleging that China 
is engaged in a covert biological weapons program that includes building arms capable of 
attacking ethnic groups with pathogens. 
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'We are looking at potential biological experiments on ethnic minorities,' the official said on t he 
cond it ion of anonymity." 

From:l(b )(6) W state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, Apri l 26, 2021 9:53 AM 

To: Park, Christopher J kb)(6) !@state.gov>;kb)(6) l lSN-BPS-DL 
<ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
Cc: (b)(6) state. ov>; T_SpecAssts <T SpecAssts@state.gov>;Kb)(6) 
(h)(n) state. ov> (h)(n) state. ov>; l(b)(6) I ~---~ 
lrb)(6) l@state.gov>;!(h)(n) @state.gov> 
Subject: RE: China nixed meeting on biowarfare concerns as coronavirus queries increased 

I think Gertz is referring to th is report , where an "official" spoke on the condition of anonymity: 

https ://www. wash i ngto nt i mes. com/ n ews/2 02 0/j u n/2 3 /china-conducting-cove rt-bi o I ogi ca I-wea pons
resea rc/ 

Foreign Affairs/ Science Officer 
Biological Policy Staff I Bureau of International Security and Nonproliferation 
U.S. Department of State 

From: Park, Christopher Jkh)(n) l@state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, Apri l 26, 2021 9:41 AM 
To: fo)(6) I ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 

,,.:C:..:c-"': -:=bcu...::6'-L.-____ ---..-___ ___.,,,,.s=t=at=e=. =o=v,_>!....; T.;..=;_SpecAssts <T SpecAssts@state.gov>;l(b)(6 ) 

r.-(b7)7=(67")-----r....J>--==.:....:.;....~~------,-____J~st=at=e=. =..:.ov>Kb )(6) I ~--~ 
b)(6) 

Subject: RE: China nixed meeting on biowarfare concerns as coronavirus queries increased 

Sigh. Not too surprising, but a massive and unhelpful distortion. Does anybody know what "senior State 
Department officia l" made allegations about genetically selective ethnic weapons? 

From: l(b)(6) 
Sent: Monday, Apri l 26, 2021 9:09 AM 
To: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 

Cc: kb)(6) !@state.gov> 
Subject: Fw: China nixed meeting on biowarfare concerns as coronavirus queries increased 

In case you haven't seen it. 
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China nixed meeting on biowarfare 
■ ■ concerns as coronav1rus queries 

increased 
Print 

By Bill Gertz -The Washington Times - Sunday, April 
25,2021 
China canceled an online meeting with American officials last year to discuss 
mounting concerns regarding secret Chinese biological weapons work in 
possible violation of an international treaty, according to a new report. 
The meeting between State Department arms control officials and their Chinese 
counterparts was planned as a video conference rather than in person because of 
COVID-19 travel curbs. Chinese officials, citing unspecified technical problems, 
failed to show for the session, according to an account published this month in 
the State Department's annual report on compliance with arms agreements. 
It was the first time in four years that Beijing refused to meet with U.S. officials to 
discuss suspected Chinese violations of the 1975 Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention, known as the BWC, fueling concerns that Beijing is working on 
weapons that kill with microbes or toxins. 

The latest arms compliance report also contains a slight but significant change in 
wording from last year's report, suggesting U.S. intelligence agencies have 
clarified some questions about China's covert biological warfare work. The 2020 
report said China had engaged in activities with potential military applications. 
The 2021 report omits the word "potential," indicating that the finding is based on 
new intelligence regarding the research. 

One possible source for the new information is a People's Liberation Army doctor 
who defected to a European nation last year with details on Beijing's biowarfare 
program. The Washington Times reported the defection in September. 

China's cancellation of the biological warfare meeting was revealed as the 
COVID-19 pandemic raised new questions about whether the virus behind the 
disease leaked from a Wuhan laboratory linked to secret Chinese military 
research. 

The annual compliance report examines the records of the U.S. and a number of 
other states complying with international agreements on nuclear proliferation, 
chemical and biological weapons, and missile testing. This year's report had 
critical remarks on China, Iran, North Korea, Syria, Russia and other countries. 
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A virus lab leak is one of two theories about the origin of the coronavirus that 
causes COVID-19, Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines told Congress 
this month. The second is a leap of the virus from a bat to a host animal and then 
to humans, although no animal host has been identified so far. 

Many scientists have ruled out the idea that the virus was engineered as a 
biological weapon, but other scientists and some American officials say that 
prospect should not be dismissed, based on mounting evidence of a covert 
Chinese military biological warfare program. 

Retired Israeli Lt. Col. Dany Shoham, an expert on China's biological warfare 
program, stated in an article published in December that the probability of human 
intervention in creating the coronavirus in a lab is higher than a naturally 
occurring, spontaneous evolutionary virus adaptation. 

A Chinese Embassy spokesman did not return an email seeking comment, 
though Beijing has long rejected the idea that the Wuhan lab could have been the 
source of the virus behind the global pandemic. 

The compliance report said China appears to be engaged in secret work on germ 
weapons while keeping details of the work secret. 

According to the report, the Chinese military carried out biological activities with 
dual-use, military-civilian applications. The activities "raise concerns regarding 
[China's] compliance with Article I of the [Biological Weapons Convention]," the 
report said. 

Article 1 of the convention binds signatories to " never in any circumstances" 
produce microbial or biological agents that are not for peaceful use. It also 
prohibits signatories from making weapons or delivery systems for biological 
agents or toxins. 

China signed the convention in 1984 and under its terms was to disclose all 
current and past germ weapons efforts. 

"The United States has compliance concerns with respect to Chinese military 
medical institutions' toxin research and development because of the dual-use 
applications and their potential as a biological threat," the report states. 

China has more than 40 military research institutes run by the People's Liberation 
Army that are said to be engaged in covert biological weapons work. 

A senior State Department official disclosed last year that secret Chinese 
biological warfare work includes engineered weapons designed to attack specific 
ethnic groups with pathogens. "We are looking at potential biological 
experiments on ethnic minorities," the official said in May. 

'Genetic attacks' 
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Statements by Chinese military officials have backed the intelligence on ethnic 
biological warfare weapons. 

Retired Chinese Gen. Zhang Shibo wrote in a 2017 book that biotechnology 
progress had increased the danger of the use of offensive bioweapons, including 
those capable of "specific ethnic genetic attacks." 

At a United Nations conference in 2011, a Chinese official made a formal 
submission for the first time revealing Beijing's concerns about population
specific bioweapons capable of attacking ethnic groups. The concerns were laid 
out in a U.N. guidebook based on a 12-nation conference on the BWC in 2011. 

U.S. government analysts also do not believe that China has totally eliminated its 
biological warfare program as required by the convention, the report said. 
China's offensive biological weapons program began in the 1950s and continued 
through the 1980s. Beijing, critics contend, has failed to disclose details as 
required by the convention. 

"As part of its historical BW program, China had probably weaponized ricin, 
botulinum toxins and the causative agents of anthrax, cholera, plague and 
tularemia," said the report, noting continued biotechnology infrastructure and 
cooperation with unspecified " countries of concern." 

U.S. intelligence analysts contend that the Chinese activities may run counter to 
the convention's restrictions that prohibit development, production or stockpiling 
of biological agents or toxins that are not for peaceful purposes. The canceled 
online meeting would have clarified some of the questions. The U.S. had been 
holding annual meetings with the Chinese on the topic from 2017 to 2019. 

The State Department in January provided the first public information about 
Chinese military biological weapons research. 

It included a fact sheet on the Wuhan Institute of Virology, a complex with secure 
laboratories that is known to be engaged in research on bat coronaviruses like 
the one that causes COVID-19. According to the fact sheet, China's "deadly 
obsession with secrecy and control comes at the expense of public health in 
China and around the world." 

The fact sheet revealed for the first time that several researchers at the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology became sick in the autumn of 2019 with COVID-like 
symptoms. 

"This raises questions about the credibility of WIV senior researcher Shi 
Zhengli's public claim that there was 'zero infection' among the WIV's staff and 
students of SARS-CoV-2 or SARS-related viruses," the fact sheet said. 
"Accidental infections in labs have caused several previous virus outbreaks in 
China and elsewhere, including a 2004 SARS outbreak in Beijing that infected 
nine people, killing one." 
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The report also revealed that Chinese researchers at the WIV had been carrying 
out experiments on a virus called RaTG13, a bat coronavirus that is highly similar 
to the COVID-19 virus, since 2016. 

"The WIV has a published record of conducting 'gain-of-function' research to 
engineer chimeric viruses," the report said. "But the WIV has not been 
transparent or consistent about its record of studying viruses most similar to the 
COVID-19 virus, including RaTG13, which it sampled from a cave in Yunnan 
Province in 2013 after several miners died of SARS-like illness." 

A World Health Organization-Chinese government investigation into the origin of 
the COVID-19 virus did not mention the State Department facts in its final report. 
It concluded that the lab leak theory was "highly unlikely" and not worth further 
scientific study for now. 

Thorough accounting 

China has consistently and ardently denied that the virus came from a Wuhan 
laboratory. Critics say China is spreading disinformation about the virus' origin. 
Chinese officials have suggested that the virus originated in a U.S. laboratory and 
was brought to China by vis iting American military troops. Beiiing also has 
claimed the virus entered China on frozen food packaging, something experts 
dismissed as unlikely. 

The State Department report said a thorough inquiry into the virus must include a 
full accounting of why the Wuhan lab apparently altered and removed on line 
records of work on RaTG13 and other viruses. The fact sheet also contended that 
significant secret military research was being carried out at the Wuhan facility, 
including laboratory animal experiments on behalf of the Chinese military since at 
least 2017. 

"Secrecy and non-disclosure are standard practice for Beijing." the report said. 
"For many years the United States has publicly raised concerns about China's 
past biological weapons work, which Beijing has neither documented nor 
demonstrably eliminated, despite its clear obligations under the Biological 
Weapons Convention." 

The National Institutes of Health in 2015 provided over $3 million in funding to the 
WIV through the New York-based EcoHealth Alliance. The Trump administration 
cut off the funding in April 2020. 

The State Department said the United States and other donors that have funded 
or collaborated with WIV research "have a right and obligation to determine 
whether any of our research funding was diverted to secret Chinese military 
projects at the WIV." 

The report said the disclosures about the institute "just scratch the surface of 
what is still hidden about COVID-19's origin in China." 
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The compliance report also dealt with other arms control issues and said China 
continued stepped up work at its Lop Nur nuclear weapons test site in western 
China. The activities raise concerns that Beijing is secretly conducting nuclear 
weapons tests contrary to a non-testing moratorium. 

" In recent years, China's possible preparation to operate its Lop Nur test site 
year-round and lack of transparency on its nuclear testing activities have raised 
concerns regarding its adherence to the U.S. zero-yield standard," the report 
said. "China continued work at its Lop Nur nuclear weapons test site throughout 
2020." 

China, the report said, also continued to sell missiles and related technology 
contrary to the 1987 Missile Technology Control Regime, an informal anti
proliferation accord, and failed to adhere to a 2000 commitment made to the 
United States not to assist any country in developing ballistic missiles capable of 
delivering nuclear weapons by selling missiles and equipment to Iran in 2020. 

Few details were provided. 

"Although the United States has asked that China investigate and put a stop to 
such activities, most of these cases remain unresolved," the report said. 

Sanctions were imposed last year on eight Chinese companies under the Iran, 
North Korea, and Syria Nonproliferation Act for transferring missile technology to 
Iran. 

A United Nations panel of experts reported several years ago that China provided 
North Korea with trucks that were converted into transporter-erector launchers 
for Pyongyang's long-range nuclear missiles. North Korea's mobile 
intercontinental ballistic missiles have been showcased in military parades 
carried on Chinese-designed road-mobile launchers. 

Sender: kb)(6) ~state.gov> 

Recipient: Park, Christopher J !(b)(6) @state.gov> 
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From: j(b)(5) @state.gov> 

To: DiNanno, Thomas G l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

CC: ._l(b_)(5_) ______ __,twstate.gov> 

Subject: RE: 

Date: Tue, 8 Dec 2020 21:21:45 +0000 

As discussed 

Senior Advisor 
AVC Bureau 

Department of State 

From: DiNanno, Thomas G l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 8, 2020 3:23 PM 
To: l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Subject: 

With my comments 

Thomas DiNanno 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of Arms Control, Verification & Compliance 
U.S. Department of State 
Washington D.C. 
l(b)(6) 

"UNCLASSIFIED" 

Sender: l(b)(5) ~state.gov> 
'-=o=-=-iN:-:-a_n_n_o---=T::--h-om- as----=G:--;:(==b):::::(6=) =----,_state.gov>; 

Recipient: rt.:(b:t)(;,;6)~~~~~ ~~"--7::::--:~ 
state.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 
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(b )(5) 
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From: Kb)(6) @state.gov> 

To: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 

Subject: FW: ARTICLE: US Should Lead on Biosecurity 

Date: Wed, 17 Mar 2021 20:02:14 +0000 

+ rest of BPS 

"UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

A couple inaccuracies and a return to "new negotiations" or high level summit focused on deliberate BW 
seems highly unlikely. Surely, there are other meaningful things we can do somewhere in the in

between space of BW-specific summits and new negotiations vs. status quo with high level U.S. 
leadership. 

From:l(b)(6) l @state.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 17, 202112:50 PM 
TofhVR\ l@state.gov>; b)(6) @state.gov>; 

Kb)(6) ~state.gov>; Par~k,-:::C::--'hr7is7to-p7h-er--:-J-;:(T::;-)~b~)~(6~) --,::::--:st ..... ate.gov>;Kb)(6) I 
Kb)(6) ~stat e.gov> 
Subject: ARTICLE: US Should Lead on Biosecurity 

In case you hadn't seen: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2021-03-
16/pathogens-have-worlds-attention 

Pathogens Have the 
World's Attention 
The United States Should Lead a New Push 
Against Bioweapons 

By Nathan Levine and Chris Li 
March 16, 2021 

The novel coronavirus has demonstrated just how devastating 
a transmissible pathogen can be-and just how difficult to 
contain. After a year of pandemic spread, COVID-19, the 
disease the virus causes, has killed more than 2.5 million 
people, ravaged the global economy, and set off a cascade of 



FL-2022-00076 A-00000574471 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

social and political consequences that the world is only 
beginning to apprehend. 

But the sobering truth is that, as deadly diseases go, the world 
got lucky. The global case fatality rate of COVID-19 is around 
two percent. One need only compare this to SARS (ten 
percent), smallpox (30 percent), pulmonary anthrax (80 
percent), or Ebola (90 percent) to consider that the 
coronavirus could easily have been much, much worse. What's 
more, these are all natural pathogens. The toll from a virus 
genetically engineered to increase transmissibility and 
lethality as a bioweapon could be almost inconceivable. 

U.S. President Joe Eiden has spoken frequently of restoring 
the United States' credibility as a global leader. That task, 
which comes at a moment of global crisis, will require the 
United States to recommit to multilateral diplomacy, even 
while managing a dangerously deteriorating relationship with 
China. By acting on biosecurity-a neglected priority hiding in 
plain sight-Eiden can make progress on all of these goals. 
Washington has an opportunity to lead in an era of 
heightened great-power competition, address the need for 
arms control measures that reduce the risk of biological 
weapons, and potentially even push China to cooperate to that 
end. 

AN UNAVOIDABLE CONVERSATION 

There can be little doubt as to the destructive capacity of 
bioweapons. Indeed, the release of one, whether intentional or 
unintentional, could have an effect wholly comparable to that 
of a nuclear weapon. And a weaponized pathogen is nowhere 
near as difficult to produce as even the crudest nuclear device: 
the World Health Organization concluded in 2015 that the 
virus responsible for smallpox could be re-created in three 
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months through synthetic biology, using publicly available 
genomes, in a process most lab technicians or undergraduate 
students could manage. 

U.S. President Richard Nixon recognized this catastrophic 
potential in 1969 when he ordered the termination of the 
United States' offensive biological weapons program that 
year, declaring that "mankind already carries in its own hands 
too many of the seeds of its own destruction." His decision 
paved the way for the signing in 1972 of the landmark 
Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), which bans the 
development, production, or stockpiling of biological agents 
that have no peaceful use. Today, a total of 183 countries (all 
but ten UN member states) are signatories. 

Nonetheless, after the Cold War, attention to the issue 
languished. The BWC was always an unfinished project, in 
that it lacked any legally binding mechanism to verify 
compliance. Starting in 1994, member states worked together 
to draw up a protocol to supply such a mechanism. But in 
2001, the administration of U.S. President George W. Bush 
not only rejected the proposal as not in the national interest 
but, through the efforts of then Undersecretary of State John 
Bolton, successfully killed the proposed protocol and blocked 
further negotiation. 

Now, however, the American public-and the entire world-is 
acutely aware of humankind's deep, interconnected 
vulnerability to biological threats. As the COVID-19 pandemic 
demonstrates, viruses carry no passports and respect no 
borders. Pathogens that emerge from any corner of the world 
can impose severe costs on the rest of the globe. Thus the 
present moment provides an opportunity for extraordinary 
unity behind a new round of multilateral negotiations on 
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biosecurity. Indeed, publics are likely to demand this from 
their governments. 

In fact, the conversation is likely unavoidable. By coincidence 
or providence, the Review Conference of the BWC, a meeting 
held every five years to assess the performance of the 
convention, is scheduled for November 2021. The run-up to 
the conference over the course of this year, including a 
preparatory meeting in April, is certain to become a focal 
point for global debate on what should be done to increase 
biosecurity and biosaf ety. 

CALLING CHINA'S BLUFF 

The Eiden administration has an opportunity to restore the 
United States' leadership role on bioweapons-but doing so 
will require navigating the strained U.S. relationship with 
China. Beijing and Washington spent much of 2020 

squabbling about biosecurity and the origin of the 
coronavirus. The administration of U.S. President Donald 
Trump alleged that the virus could have escaped from the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology and even reinforced this charge 
in a January 2021 State Department report that accused the 
lab of having conducted "secret projects with China's 
military." Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying retorted that the United States "should open [its] 
biological lab at Fort Detrick .. . [and] invite WHO experts to 
conduct origin-tracing in the United States," echoing a 
conspiracy theory that the U.S. military introduced the virus 
to China. 

China has already prepared to take a leading role on 
biosecurity. Last October, at the UN, it committed to 
"strengthen[ing] global biosecurity governance" and to 
"deal[ing] with the ... threats posed by biological warfare and 



FL-2022-00076 A-00000574471 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

bio-terrorism." Moreover, it has tried to portray the United 
States as the only country opposing cooperation on 
biosecurity. At the UN, China declared that it "urge[s] the U.S. 
side to stop standing in the way of negotiations on a BWC 
verification protocol." Beijing has even used the United States' 
alleged opposition as an excuse for not engaging on arms 
control generally. For instance, in 
2020, Washington invited Beijing to join bilateral talks 
addressing nuclear-testing concerns. But Beijing refused, 
declaring Washington's call "absurd" because "the United 
States stood singly in the way of negotiations for a [BWC] 
protocol that includes a verification regime." 

The Eiden administration should move to preemptively call 
China's bluff. It should rally global cooperation on 
biosecurity-before Beijing can hijack the BWC review process 
to entrench its own narrative of being the so-called 
responsible power. The United States should extend an offer 
to engage in new negotiations-one that China will have a 
hard time justifying turning away. 

The United States and China have more to gain from 
cooperating on biosecurity than they do from allowing their 
disputes to thwart progress. The symbolic optics of engaging 
productively on this issue would redound to both countries' 
benefit, in portraying both as leaders within the international 
order. And such cooperation could, in a small way, help to 
stabilize the U.S.-Chinese relationship. With relations 
arguably at their lowest point since normalization four 
decades ago, both Washington and Beijing have an interest in 
finding some remaining areas for cooperation on issues of 
genuine shared interest. Biosecurity cries out as one such 
area. Moreover, cooperating on biological weapons may help 
supply a foundation for future dialogue on other, more 
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complex and controversial arms control concerns, such as 
nuclear weapons, hypersonic missiles, and autonomous 
weapons. 

A NEW ARCHITECTURE 

The United States should demonstrate its commitment to a 
renewed biosecurity effort by announcing a series of summits, 
modeled on the summits that the administration of U.S. 
President Barack Obama held on nuclear security in 
Washington, Seoul, and The Hague. The Biden administration 
should not automatically foreclose the possibility that Beijing 
might host one of these summits, contingent on Beijing's 
willingness to take initial steps, such as no longer blaming 
Washington for allegedly introducing the novel coronavirus to 
Wuhan. 

The summits would allow for a multilateral discussion of 
emerging biological threats that were not on the horizon when 
the BWC was drafted almost a half century ago. Among these 
concerns are novel scientific tools with potential military 
applications, such as synthetic biology and gene editing. 
Summit attendees could also work toward developing a much
needed verification mechanism for the BWC. Currently, the 
only way to address noncompliance is for one signatory state 
to request that the UN Security Council formally investigate 
another-but making such a request is a highly 
confrontational act, so states do not use it. 

The BWC could urgently update its other administrative 
architecture as well, even before tackling a verification 
mechanism. Creating and funding a standing body with 
greater authority and capacity to oversee the BWC should be a 
summit priority. At present, the convention depends for its 
administrative needs on the tiny Implementation Support 
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Unit, an office housed within the Geneva branch of the UN 
Office for Disarmament Affairs, and has a very limited 
mandate and a grand total of three full-time staff members. 
The ISU is funded not from the UN budget but by 
contributions from member countries, many of which have 
consistently failed to pay. If China or the United States wants 
to demonstrate leadership on biosecurity, either can start by 
significantly increasing financial contributions to the ISU and 
pushing other states to pay what they owe. 

Most important-even more than the details of the Biden 
administration's efforts to revitalize global biosecurity 
cooperation-will be that Washington visibly take leadership 
on an issue whose urgency has never been clearer. The 
symbolism of doing so will be as significant as the practical 
impact. Leadership on biosecurity is low-hanging fruit, and 
the Biden administration would be wise to seize it quickly. 

l(b)(6) I 
Foreign Affairs Officer I Office of Conservation and Water (ECW) 

Department of State I Bureau of Oceans, Environment, and Scientific Affairs 

(OES) 

f b)(6) ~ State.gov 

Sender: l(b)(6) lcnstate.gov> 
Recipient: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@STATE.GOV> 
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From: b)(6) state.gov> 

To: DiNanno, Thomas G (b)(6) state.gov> 

Subject: Fw: Alina Chan's findings as summarized by Joseph Mercola 

Date: Mon, 14 Dec 2020 17:52:01 +0000 

From:Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 10:35 AM 

[08/31 /2023] 

To: Kb)(6) ~state.gov>;,....l(b_)(_6_) -------.@state.gov>;l(b)(6) 
Kb)(6) t§)state.gov>; l(b)(6) !§>state.gov> ._ ___ _, 

Subject: RE: Alina Chan's findings as summarized by Joseph Mercola 

Chan, Quay, and I believe others, have noted the fact that SARS-CoV-2 did not act like a new zoonotic 
spillover virus because we have not seen: 

1. Any significant mutations since the earliest cases (in other words it was already evolved for 
human hosts) 

2. No evidence of the virus in pre-outbreak samples as has been seen in previously known natural 
outbreaks 

From: Kb)(6) l@state.gov> 
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 10:25 AM 
To b 6 state.gov>=b...,..)(=6.,....) --------,_ state.gov>; l(b)(6) 
(b)(6) state.gov>; b)(6) state.gov> ~----~ 

Cc:Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 
Subject: Alina Chan 's findings as summarized by Joseph Mercola 

• According to Alina Chan, a molecular PostDoc biologist at the Broad Institute of 
Harvard and MIT, SARS-CoV-2 did not evolve in a manner you'd expect, had it 
jumped from an animal to a human. It sprang into action fully evolved for human 
transmission 

• It appears Nature, a top medical journal, has allowed some authors to secretly 
alter data sets in their papers without publishing notices of correction 

• Chan's investigation reveals authors have renamed samples, failed to attribute 
them properly, and produced a genomic profile that doesn't match the 
samples in their paper. Others are missing data 

• RaTG13 -the coronavirus that most resembles SARS-CoV-2, being 96% identical 
- is actually btCoV-4991 , a virus found in samples collected in 2013 and published 
in 2016 

• If SARS-CoV-2, the virus responsible for COVID-19 and the subsequent response to 
it, came from a lab, then we need to reassess the future of gain-of-function 
research that allows for the weaponization of viruses 

Sender: l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

Recipient: DiNanno, Thomas G ~(b)(6) @state.gov> 
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From: "Palladino, Robert J" j(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

To: 

CC: 

llli}@ludni.gov <{b)(6) ~; 
l(b)(6) ~hhs.gov 1(b)(6) 

~-=====,--------' 
Biegun, Stephen E tb)(6) @state.gov>; 

l(b)(6) ~dni.gov trh)fn) r§)dni.gov> 

Subject: From Deputy Secretary Steve Biegun, re: Wuhan Institute of Virology statement & 
fact sheet 

Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2021 15:27:40 +0000 

Sirs: 

Deputy Secretary Biegun requests that you personally review the attached Statement from the 
Secretary of State and its accompanying Fact Sheet. 

Both discuss the Wuhan Institute of Virology. 

Please let me know if you approve the content or have any concerns as soon as possible. 

With best regards, 
Robert 

Robert Pa lladino 
Chief of Staff to the Deputy Secretary of State 
o: b)(6) c: kb)(6) I 
(b)(6) state. ov 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

Sender: "Palladino, Robert J" b)(6) state.gov> 

Recipient: 

(b )(6 b )(6) 

(b) .':"":"":;:: : ==~~:~==-=@hhs.gov>; 
Bie ·...i:,;;;.:.:.;;.:....,,,---,-Ji-:- state.gov>; 
(b)(6) dni.gov ........ ~- OV> 
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From: """K b..;..)(.;...6.;...) ____ r::---:-:- -::-:--__ __,_@-,state.gov> 

Stilwell, David R b) state.gov>; 
Feith, David b)(6) v>; 
Ortagus, Morgan D state.gov>; 

To: 

b)(6) state.gov> 

b )(6) state.gov>; 
CC: (b)(6) state.gov>; 

Yu, Miles b)(6) state.gov> 

Subject: Freedom of speech and~l(b- )-(5-)---~ 

Date: Mon, 6 Jul 2020 13:54:37 +0000 

Indeed. There's the unmistakeable pattern. Just some of the updates over the weekend on the 
recurring theme of freedom of information and freedom of speech: 
1 WHO never got CCP notification about the outbreak 
2 CCP arrested Xu Zhangnm over his criticism of Xi and the virus 
3 arresting protestors in Hong Kong and driving people to self censorship on social media 
4 news below that Facebook ausin the surrender of user data to Hon Kon overnment. 
Perhap (b)(5) 

[<b )(6) I 
Facebook Suspending Review of Hong Kong Requests for User Data 
Facebook's WhatsApp messaging service is also pausing reviews 'pending further assessment' 
of China's national-security law for territory 
By Newley Purnell 
July 6, 2020 
Breaking news 
* Facebook suspending review of government requests for user data from Hong Kong: 
Spokeswoman 
* Facebook cites need to assess China's new-security law and do human rights due diligence 
*Facebook move follows earlier decision by its WhatsApp messaging service 
l(b)(6) ~E/STAS) 
The Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
From: Stilwell, David R ~~b-)(_6_) -~l@state.gov> 

Sent: Monday, July 6, 2020 8:29:01 AM 
To: Feith, David !(b)(6) Pstate.gov>; Ortagus, Morgan Dl(b)(6) @state.gov>;l(b)(6) 
Kb)(6) k§)state.gov>; !fh)fn) @state.gov> ,...._ ___ ____, 

Cc:!(b)(6) I (OAG) fb)(6) pusdoj.gov>; kb)(6) l@state.gov>; 
kb)(6) !Geneva) fb)(6) e)state.gov> 
Subject: RE: More COVID coverup reporting 

There should be Kb)(5) 
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(b)(5) 
(b)(5) Beijing has repeatedly been given credit for short term claims 

of virtue, yet we've never followed up to check compliance . 

.... Kb_.)_,_(5_,)"---------------'~specially as the WHO is supposed to t ravel to China this week 
to invest igate COVID origins. 

From: Feith, David Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 8:49 PM 

To: Ortagus, Morgan DKb)(5) @state .gov>;~l(b_)(_6_) -----~~state.gov>; 1,__(b_)(_6) ___ __, 
(b)(6) state.gov> 
Cc: b)(6) OAG) (b)(6) ~usdoj.gov>; ~b)(6) ~state.gov>; 
Stilwell, David Rl(b)(6) ~state.gov> ~--------~ 

Subject: Re: More COVID coverup reporting 

l(b )(6) lwho I think has already asked fo1~(b_)_(5_) _______ ~ 

David Feith 
Senior Advisor 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs (EAP) 
U.S. Department of State 

f b)(6) !~1 
Kb)(6) ~state.gov 

On July 5, 2020 at 8:46:39 PM EDT, Ortagus, Morgan D fb)(6) 
We go to the podium every Wednesday Gang! 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Feith, David l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2020 8:25:50 PM 
To: b)(6) 

~state.gov> wrote: 

Cc: (b)(6) OAG) ov>;,..._(b..,,,)(=6)===---------i....;==:::c.!. 
Ortagus, Morgan D b)(6) , , avid R_(b __ ) __ (6 __ ) _ ___._,-.:a..;st=a=te=·=o;;..;..v> 

Subject: Re: More COVID coverup reporting 

Amen. And our colleagues in Geneva who work the WHO are providing details so when needed we can 
deploy precisely. 



FL-2022-00076 

David Feith 
Senior Advisor 

A-0000057 4626 

Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs (EAP) 
U.S. Department of State 

f b)(6) I~~; 
JTiill6I}@state.gov 

"UNCLASSIFIED" 

On July 5, 2020 at 8:20:25 PM EDT, J(b)(6) ~state.gov> wrote: 

Hopefully this important revelation gets ..... rb_)(_S_) ______ _. 

..,_Kb-'--',)(_,,6) __ _.IE/ST AS) 
The Science and Technology Adviser to the Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 

Sent: Thursday, July , 
To: EAP-FO-Principals-DL <EAP-FO-Principals-DL@state.gov>; DL NSC Asia l(b)(6) 

[08/31/2023] 

Kb)(6) I Matthew Pottingeri(b)(6) ll(b)(6) IS) 
Kb)(6) l'§)state.gov>; Ortagus, Morgan D (b)(6) state. ov>; Yu, Miles l(b)(6) @state.gov>; 
i(b)(6) !@state.gov>; b)(6) Geneva)Kb)(6) 1@state.gov>; 
[{b)(6) I (b)(6) Bangkok) 

(b)(6) state. ov>; (b)(6) 

(b)(6) state. ov>· state. ov>; .,._b--'-)(.,_6-'-)--------=-=-=-=-c.. 
Eckels-Currie, Kelley (b)(6) state. ov> 
Subject: RE: More COVID coverup reporting 

Amazing: 

WHO admits China never reported the existence of coronavirus outbreak 

The Washington Examiner [7/2/2020 4:31 PM, Jerry Dunleavy, Neutral] reports that the World 
Health Organization backtracked on its assertion that the Chinese government alerted the 
United Nations agency about the coronavirus outbreak. The WHO quietly updated its "Timeline 
of WHO's response to COVID-19" on Tuesday following the House Foreign Affairs Committee 
Republicans' mid-June Interim Report on Origins of COVID-19 Pandemic (led by ranking 
member and China task force Chairman Rep. Michael Mccaul of Texas). which concluded that 
"despite public reporting to the contrary ... China never notified the WHO about the outbreak in 
Wuhan." 'Tm glad to see the WHO and the Chinese Communist Party have both read my 
interim report on the origins of the pandemic and are finally admitting to the world the truth - the 
CCP never reported the virus outbreak to the WHO in violation of WHO regulations," Mccaul 
said in a statement to the Washington Examiner. "The question now is whether the CCP will 
continue their false propaganda campaign that continues to claim they warned the world or 



FL-2022-00076 A-0000057 4626 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

whether they will come clean and begin to work with the world health community to get to the 
bottom of this deadly pandemic." 

The Washington Free Beacon [7/2/2020 12:38 PM, Adam Kredo, Neutral] reports that the quiet 
admission from the international health organization flies in the face of claims from some of its 
top officials, including WHO director general Tedros Adhanom, who maintained for months that 
China had informed his organization about the emerging sickness. China and its allies at the 
WHO insisted in multiple interviews and press conferences that China came to the health 
organization with information about the virus. This is now known to be false. The WHO's 
backtracking lends credibility to a recent congressional investigation that determined China 
concealed information about the virus and did not initially inform the WHO, as it was required to 
do. The WHO's updated timeline, posted online this week, now states that officials first learned 
about the virus on Dec. 31 , 2019, through information posted on a U.S. website by doctors 
working in Wuhan, where the virus first emerged. This contradicts the agency's initial timeline, 
which said that China first presented this information at that date. That initial timeline stated that 
the "Wuhan Municipal Health Commission, China, reported a cluster of cases of pneumonia in 
Wuhan, Hubei Province" on Dec. 31. Chinese officials and state-controlled media also claimed 
for months that the communist regime informed the WHO on or around Dec. 31. In recent days, 
however, Chinese officials have dropped that talking point. 

From: Feith, David 
Sent: Tuesday, June 2, 2020 10:35 PM 
To: EAP-FO-Principals-DL <EAP-FO-Principals-DL@state.gov>; DL NSC Asia fb)(6) 

,...:_.!==::=::::::::::::::===,----' 
h)fn) Matthew Pottinger (b)(6) b)(6) 
b)(6) state. ov>; Ortagus, Morgan D (b)(6) state. ov>; YL-u-,-M-i-le_s_...,.,....,....,..,.-, 

Kb)(6) ~ state.gov>;Kb)(6) !(Geneva) L..b...:....)(...:....6);__ ___ ~~ 
Wh)fn) ll(b)(6) ~angkok) 
l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Subject: More COVID coverup reporting 

Lest we forget. Highlights of particularly notable bits, including on the Jan. 3 order to destroy samples, 
Professor Zhang Yongzhen releasing the genome sequence before the government, early Wall Street 
Journal reporting that angered officials, the coverup complicating the first foreign case in Bangkok, etc. 

https://a pnews.com/3c061794970661042 b18d5aeaaed9fae? 

China delayed releasing coronavirus info, frustrating WHO 
By The Associated Press 
June 2, 2020 



FL-2022-00076 A-0000057 4626 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

Throughout January, the World Health Organization publicly praised China for what it called a speedy 
response to the new coronavirus. It repeatedly thanked the Chinese government for sharing the genetic 
map of the virus "immediately," and said its work and commitment to transparency were "very 
impressive, and beyond words." 

But behind the scenes, it was a much different story, one of significant delays by China and considerable 
frustration among WHO officials over not getting the information they needed to fight the spread of the 
deadly virus, The Associated Press has found. 

Despite the plaudits, China in fact sat on releasing the genetic map, or genome, of the virus for more 
than a week after three different government labs had fully decoded the information. Tight controls on 
information and competition within the Chinese public health system were to blame, according to 
dozens of interviews and internal documents. 

Chinese government labs only released the genome after another lab published it ahead of authorities 
on a virologist website on Jan. 11. Even then, China stalled for at least two weeks more on providing 
WHO with detailed data on patients and cases, according to recordings of internal meetings held by the 
U.N. health agency through January - all at a time when the outbreak arguably might have been 
dramatically slowed. 

WHO officials were lauding China in public because they wanted to coax more information out of the 
government, the recordings obtained by the AP suggest. Privately, they complained in meetings the 
week of Jan. 6 that China was not sharing enough data to assess how effectively the virus spread 
between people or what risk it posed to the rest of the world, costing valuable time. 

"We're going on very minimal information," said American epidemiologist Maria Van Kerkhove, now 
WHO's technical lead for COVID-19, in one internal meeting. "It's clearly not enough for you to do 
proper planning." 

"We're currently at the stage where yes, they're giving it to us 15 minutes before it appears on CCTV," 
said WHO's top official in China, Dr. Gauden Galea, referring to the state-owned China Central 
Television, in another meeting. 

The story behind the early response to the virus comes at a time when the U.N. health agency is under 
siege, and has agreed to an independent probe of how the pandemic was handled globally. After 
repeatedly praising the Chinese response early on, U.S. President Donald Trump has blasted WHO in 
recent weeks for allegedly colluding with China to hide the extent of the coronavirus crisis. He cut ties 
with the organization on Friday, jeopardizing the approximately $450 million the U.S. gives every year as 
WHO's biggest single donor. 

In the meantime, Chinese President Xi Jinping has vowed to pitch in $2 billion over the next two years to 
fight the coronavirus, saying China has always provided information to WHO and the world "in a most 
timely fashion." 

The new information does not support the narrative of either the U.S. or China, but instead port rays an 
agency now stuck in the middle that was urgently trying to solicit more data despite limits to its own 
authority. Although international law obliges countries to report information to WHO that could have an 
impact on public health, the U.N. agency has no enforcement powers and cannot independently 
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investigate epidemics within countries. Instead, it must rely on the cooperation of member states. 

The recordings suggest that rather than colluding with China, as Trump declared, WHO was kept in the 
dark as China gave it the minimal information required by law. However, the agency did try to portray 
China in the best light, l ikely as a means to secure more information. And WHO experts genuinely 
thought Chinese scientists had done "a very good job" in detecting and decoding the virus, despite the 
lack of transparency from Chinese officials. 

WHO staffers debated how to press China for gene sequences and detailed patient data without 
angering authorities, worried about losing access and getting Chinese scientists into trouble. Under 
international law, WHO is required to quickly share information and alerts with member countries about 
an evolving crisis. Galea noted WHO could not indulge China's wish to sign off on information before 
telling other countries because "that is not respectful of our responsibilities." 

In the second week of January, WHO's chief of emergencies, Dr. Michael Ryan, told colleagues it was 
time to "shift gears" and apply more pressure on China, fearing a repeat of the outbreak of Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome that started in China in 2002 and killed nearly 800 people worldwide. 

"This is exactly the same scenario, endlessly trying to get updates from China about what was going on," 
he said. "WHO barely got out of that one with its neck intact given the issues that arose around 
transparency in southern China." 

Ryan said the best way to "protect China" was for WHO to do its own independent analysis with data 
from the Chinese government, because otherwise the spread ofthe virus between people would be in 
question and "other countries will take action accordingly." Ryan also noted that China was not 
cooperating in the same way some other countries had in the past. 

"This would not happen in Congo and did not happen in Congo and other places," he said, probably 
referring to the Ebola outbreak that began there in 2018. "We need to see the data ..... lt's absolutely 
important at this point." 

The delay in the release of the genome stalled the recognition of its spread to other countries, along 
with the global development of tests, drugs and vaccines. The lack of detailed patient data also made it 
harder to determine how quickly the virus was spreading - a critical question in stopping it. 

Between the day the full genome was first decoded by a government lab on Jan. 2 and the day WHO 
declared a global emergency on Jan. 30, the outbreak spread by a factor of 100 to 200 times, according 
to retrospective infection data from the Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention. The virus 
has now infected over 6 million people worldwide and killed more than 375,000. 

"It's obvious that we could have saved more lives and avoided many, many deaths if China and the WHO 
had acted faster," said Ali Mokdad, a professor at the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation at the 
University of Washington. 

However, Mokdad and other experts also noted that if WHO had been more confrontational with China, 
it could have triggered a far worse situation of not getting any information at all. 

If WHO had pushed too hard, it could even have been kicked out of China, said Adam Kamradt-Scott, a 
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global health professor at the University of Sydney. But he added that a delay of just a few days in 
releasing genetic sequences can be critical in an outbreak. And he noted that as Beijing's lack of 
transparency becomes even clearer, WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus's continued 
defense of China is problematic. 

"It's definitely damaged WHO's credibility," said Kamradt-Scott. "Did he go too far? I think the evidence 
on that is clear .... it has led to so many questions about the relationship between China and WHO. It is 
perhaps a cautionary tale." 

WHO and its officials named in this story declined to answer questions asked by The Associated Press 
without audio or written transcripts of the recorded meetings, which the AP was unable to supply to 
protect its sources. 

"Our leadership and staff have worked night and day in compliance with the organization's rules and 
regulations to support and share information with all Member States equally, and engage in frank and 
forthright conversations with governments at all levels," a WHO statement said. 

China's National Health Commission and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had no comment. But in the past 
few months, China has repeatedly defended its actions, and many other countries - including the U.S. 
- have responded to t he virus with even longer delays of weeks and even months. 

"Since the beginning of the outbreak, we have been continuously sharing information on the epidemic 
with the WHO and the international community in an open, transparent and responsible manner," said 
Liu Mingzhu, an official with the National Health Commission's International Department, at a press 
conference on May 15. 

The race to find the genetic map of the virus started in late December, according to the story that 
unfolds in interviews, documents and the WHO recordings. That's when doctors in Wuhan noticed 
mysterious clusters of patients with fevers and breathing problems who weren't improving with 
standard flu treatment. Seeking answers, they sent test samples from patients to commercial labs. 

By Dec. 27, one lab, Vision Medicals, had pieced together most of the genome of a new coronavirus with 
striking similarities to SARS. Vision Medicals shared its data with Wuhan officials and the Chinese 
Academy of Medical Sciences, as reported first by Chinese finance publication Caixin and independently 
confirmed by the AP. 

On Dec. 30, Wuhan health officials issued internal notices warning of the unusual pneumonia, which 
leaked on social media. That evening, Shi Zhengli, a coronavirus expert at the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology who is famous for having traced the SARS virus to a bat cave, was alerted to the new disease, 
according to an interview with Scientific American. Shi took the first train from a conference in Shanghai 
back to Wuhan. 

The next day, Chinese CDC director Gao Fu dispatched a team of experts to Wuhan. Also on Dec. 31, 
WHO first learned about the cases from an open-source platform that scouts for intelligence on 
outbreaks, emergencies chief Ryan has said. 

WHO officially requested more information on Jan. 1. Under international law, members have 24 to 48 
hours to respond, and China reported two days later that there were 44 cases and no deaths. 
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By Jan. 2, Shi had decoded the entire genome of the virus, according to a notice later posted on her 
institute's website. 

Scientists agree that Chinese scientists detected and sequenced the then-unknown pathogen with 
astonishing speed, in a testimony to China's vastly improved technical capabilities since SARS, during 
which a WHO-led group of scientists took months to identify the virus. This time, Chinese virologists 
proved within days that it was a never-before-seen coronavirus. Tedros would later say Beijing set "a 
new standard for outbreak response." 

But when it came to sharing the information with the world, things began to go awry. 

On Jan. 3, the National Health Commission issued a confidential notice ordering labs with the virus to 
either destroy their samples or send them to designated institutes for safekeeping. The notice, first 
reported by Caixin and seen by the AP, forbade labs from publishing about the virus without 
government authorization. The order barred Shi's lab from publishing the genetic sequence or warning 
of the potential danger. 

Chinese law states that research institutes cannot conduct experiments on potentially dangerous new 
viruses without approval from top health authorities. Although the law is intended to keep experiments 
safe, it gives top health officials wide-ranging powers over what lower-level labs can or cannot do. 

"If the virologist community had operated with more autonomy .... the public would have been informed 
of the lethal risk of the new virus much earlier," said Edward Gu, a professor at Zhejiang University, and 
Li Lantian, a PhD student at Northwestern University, in a paper published in March analyzing the 
outbreak. 

Commission officials later repeated that they were trying to ensure lab safety, and had tasked four 
separate government labs with identifying the genome at the same time to get accurate, consistent 
results. 

By Jan. 3, the Chinese CDC had independently sequenced the virus, according to internal data seen by 
the Associated Press. And by just after midnight on Jan. 5, a third designated government lab, the 
Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, had decoded the sequence and submitted a report - pulling all
nighters to get results in record time, according to a state media interview. Yet even with full sequences 
decoded by three state labs independently, Chinese health officials remained silent. The WHO reported 
on Twitter that investigations were under way into an unusual cluster of pneumonia cases with no 
deaths in Wuhan, and said it would share "more details as we have them." 

Meanwhile, at the Chinese CDC, gaps in coronavirus expertise proved a problem. 

For nearly two weeks, Wuhan reported no new infections, as officials censored doctors who warned of 
suspicious cases. Meanwhile, researchers found the new coronavirus used a distinct spike protein to 
bind itself to human cells. The unusual protein and the lack of new cases lulled some Chinese CDC 
researchers into thinking the virus didn't easily spread between humans - like the coronavirus that 
causes Middle East respiratory syndrome, or MERS, according to an employee who declined to be 
identified out of fear of retribution. 
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Li, the coronavirus expert, said he immediately suspected the pathogen was infectious when he spotted 
a leaked copy of a sequencing report in a group chat on a SARS-like coronavirus. But the Chinese CDC 
team that sequenced the virus lacked specialists in the molecular structure of coronaviruses and failed 
to consult with outside scientists, Li said. Chinese health authorities rebuffed offers of assistance from 
foreign experts, including Hong Kong scientists barred from a fact-finding mission to Wuhan and an 
American professor at a university in China. 

On Jan. 5, the Shanghai Public Clinical Health Center, led by famed virologist Zhang Yongzhen, was the 
latest to sequence the virus. He submitted it to the Gen Bank database, where it sat awaiting review, and 
notified the National Health Commission. He warned them that the new virus was similar to SARS and 
likely infectious. 

"It should be contagious through respiratory passages," the center said in an internal notice seen by the 
AP. "We recommend taking preventative measures in public areas." 

On the same day, WHO said that based on preliminary information from China, there was no evidence 
of significant transmission between humans, and did not recommend any specific measures for 
travelers. 

The next day, the Chinese CDC raised its emergency level to the second highest. Staffers proceeded to 
isolate the virus, draft lab testing guidelines, and design test kits. But the agency did not have the 
authority to issue public warnings, and the heightened emergency level was kept secret even from many 
of its own staff. 

By Jan. 7, another team at Wuhan University had sequenced the pathogen and found it matched Shi's, 
making Shi certain they had identified a novel coronavirus. But Chinese CDC experts said they didn't 
trust Sh i's findings and needed to verify her data before she could publish, according to three people 
familiar with the matter. Both the National Health Commission and the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, which oversees Shi's lab, declined to make Shi available for an interview. 

A major factor behind the gag order, some say, was that Chinese CDC researchers wanted to publish 
their papers first. "They wanted to take all the credit," said Li Yize, a coronavirus researcher at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Internally, the leadership of the Chinese CDC is plagued with fierce competition, six people familiar with 
the system explained. They said the agency has long promoted staff based on how many papers they 
can publish in prestigious journals, making scientists reluctant to share data. 

As the days went by, even some of the Chinese CDC's own staff began to wonder why it was taking so 
long for authorities to identify the pathogen. 

"We were getting suspicious, since within one or two days you would get a sequencing result," a lab 
technician said, declining to be identified for fear of retribution. 

On Jan. 8, the Wall Street Journal reported t hat scientists had identified a new coronavirus in samples 
from pneumonia patients in Wuhan, pre-empting and embarrassing Chinese officials. The lab technician 
told the AP they first learned about the discovery of the virus from the Journal. 
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The article also embarrassed WHO officials. Dr. Tom Grein, chief of WHO's acute events management 
team, said the agency looked "doubly, incredibly stupid." Van Kerkhove, the American expert, 
acknowledged WHO was "already late" in announcing the new virus and told colleagues that it was 
critical to push China. 

Ryan, WHO's chief of emergencies, was also upset at the dearth of information. 

"The fact is, we're two to three weeks into an event, we don't have a laboratory diagnosis, we don't 
have an age, sex or geographic distribution, we don't have an epi curve," he complained, referring to the 
standard graphic of outbreaks scientists use to show how an epidemic is progressing. 

After the article, state media officially announced the discovery of the new coronavirus. But even then, 
Chinese health authorities did not release the genome, diagnostic tests, or detailed patient data t hat 
could hint at how infect ious the disease was. 

By that time, suspicious cases were already appearing across the region. 

On Jan. 8, Thai airport officers pulled aside a woman from Wuhan with a runny nose, sore throat, and 
high temperature. Chulalongkorn University professor Supaporn Wacharapluesadee's team found the 
woman was infected with a new coronavirus, much like what Chinese officials had described. Supaporn 
partially figured out the genet ic sequence by Jan. 9, reported it to the Thai government and spent the 
next day searching for matching sequences. 

But because Chinese authorities hadn't published any sequences, she found nothing. She could not 
prove t he Thai virus was the same pathogen sickening people in Wuhan. 

"It was kind of wait and see, when China will release t he data, then we can compare," said Su pa porn. 

On Jan. 9, a 61-year-old man with the virus passed away in Wuhan - the first known death. The death 
wasn't made public until Jan. 11. 

WHO officials complained in internal meetings that they were making repeated requests for more data, 
especially to find out if the virus could spread efficiently between humans, but to no avai l. 

"We have informally and formally been requesting more epidemiological information," WHO's China 
representative Galea said. "But when asked for specifics, we could get nothing." 

Emergencies chief Ryan grumbled that since China was providing the minimal informat ion required by 
international law, t here was little WHO could do. But he also noted that last September, WHO had 
issued an unusual public rebuke of Tanzania for not providing enough details about a worr isome Ebola 
outbreak. 

"We have to be consistent," Ryan said. "The danger now is that despite our good intent...especially if 
something does happen, there will be a lot of finger-pointing at WHO." 

Ryan noted that China could make a "huge contribution" to the world by sharing the genetic material 
immediately, because otherwise "other countries will have to reinvent the wheel over the coming days." 
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On Jan. 11, a team led by Zhang, from the Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center, finally published a 
sequence on virological.org, used by researchers to swap tips on pathogens. The move angered Chinese 
CDC officials, three people familiar with the matter said, and the next day, his laboratory was 
temporarily shuttered by health authorities. 

Zhang referred a request for comment to the Chinese CDC. The National Health Commission, which 
oversees the Chinese CDC, declined multiple times to make its officials available for interviews and did 
not answer questions about Zhang. 

Supaporn compared her sequence with Zhang's and found it was a 100% match, confirming that the 
Thai patient was ill with the same virus detected in Wuhan. Another Thai lab got the same results. That 
day, Thailand informed the WHO, said Tanarak Plipat, deputy director-general of the Department of 
Disease Control at Thailand's Ministry of Public Health. 

After Zhang released the genome, the Chinese CDC, the Wuhan Institute of Virology and the Chinese 
Academy of Medical Sciences raced to publish t heir sequences, working overnight to review them, 
gather patient data, and send them to the National Health Commission for approval, according to 
documentation obtained by the AP. On Jan. 12, the three labs together finally published the sequences 
on GISAID, a platform for scientists to share genomic data. 

By t hen, more than two weeks had passed since Vision Medicals decoded a partial sequence, and more 
than a week since the three government labs had all obtained full sequences. Around 600 people were 
infected in that week, a roughly three-fold increase. 

Some scientists say the wait was not unreasonable considering the difficulties in sequencing unknown 
pathogens, given accuracy is as important as speed. They point to the SARS outbreak in 2003 when 
some Chinese scientists initially - and wrongly - believed the source of the epidemic was chlamydia. 

"The pressure is intense in an outbreak to make sure you're right," said Peter Daszak, president of the 
EcoHealthAlliance in New York. " It's actually worse to go out to go to the public with a story that's 
wrong because the public completely lose confidence in the public health response." 

Still, others quietly question what happened behind the scenes. 

Infectious diseases expert John Mackenzie, who served on a WHO emergency committee during the 
outbreak, praised the speed of Chinese researchers in sequencing the virus. But he said once central 
authorities got involved, detailed data trickled to a crawl. 

"There certainly was a kind of blank period," Mackenzie said. "There had to be human to human 
transmission. You know, it's staring at you in the face ... I would have thought they would have been 
much more open at that stage." 

On Jan. 13, WHO announced that Thailand had a confirmed case of the virus, jolting Chinese officials. 

The next day, in a confidential teleconference, China's top health official ordered the country to prepare 
for a pandemic, calling the outbreak the "most severe challenge since SARS in 2003", as the AP 
previously reported. Chinese CDC staff across the country began screening, isolating, and testing for 
cases, turning up hundreds across the country. 
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Yet even as the Chinese CDC internally declared a level one emergency, the highest level possible, 
Chinese officials still said the chance of sustained transmission between humans was low. 

WHO went back and forth. Van Kerkhove said in a press briefing that "it is certainly possible there is 
limited human-to-human transmission." But hours later, WHO seemed to backtrack, and tweeted that 
"preliminary investigations conducted by the Chinese authorities have found no clear evidence of 
human-to-human transmission" - a statement that later became fodder for critics. 

A high-ranking official in WHO's Asia office, Dr. Liu Yunguo, who attended medical school in Wuhan, flew 
to Beijing to make direct, informal contacts with Chinese officials, recordings show. Liu's former 
classmate, a Wuhan doctor, had alerted him that pneumonia patients were flooding the city's hospita ls, 
and Liu pushed for more experts to visit Wuhan, according to a public health expert familiar with the 
matter. 

On Jan. 20, the leader of an expert team returning from Wuhan, renowned government infectious 
diseases doctor Zhong Nanshan, declared publicly for the first time t hat the new virus was spreading 
between people. Chinese President Xi Jinping called for the "timely publication of epidemic information 
and deepening of international cooperation." 

Despite that directive, WHO staff still struggled to obtain enough detailed patient data from China about 
the rapidly evolving outbreak. That same day, the U.N. health agency dispatched a small team to Wuhan 
for two days, including Galea, the WHO representative in China. 

They were told about a worrying cluster of cases among more than a dozen doctors and nurses. But they 
did not have "t ransmission trees" detailing how the cases were connected, nor a full understanding of 
how widely the virus was spreading and who was at risk. 

In an internal meeting, Galea said their Chinese counterparts were "talking openly and consistently" 
about human-to-human transmission, and that there was a debate about whether or not this was 
sustained. Galea reported to colleagues in Geneva and Manila that China's key request to WHO was for 
help "in communicating this to the public, without causing panic." 

On Jan. 22, WHO convened an independent committee to determine whether to declare a global health 
emergency. After two inconclusive meetings where experts were split, they decided against it - even as 
Chinese officials ordered Wuhan sealed in the biggest quarantine in history. The next day, WHO chief 
Tedros publicly described the spread of the new coronavirus in China as "limited." 

For days, China didn't release much detailed data, even as its case count exploded. Beijing city officials 
were alarmed enough to consider locking down the capital, according to a medical expert with direct 
knowledge of the matter. 

On Jan. 28, Tedros and top experts, including Ryan, made an extraordinary trip to Beijing to meet 
President Xi and other senior Chinese officials. It is highly unusual for WHO's director-general to directly 
intervene in the practicalities of outbreak investigations. Tedros' staffers had prepared a list of requests 
for information. 

"It could all happen and the floodgates open, or there's no communication," Grein said in an internal 
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meeting while his boss was in Beijing. "We'll see." 

At the end ofTedros' trip, WHO announced China had agreed to accept an international team of 

experts. In a press briefing on Jan. 29, Tedros heaped praise on China, calling its level of commitment 

"incredible." 

The next day, WHO finally declared an international health emergency. Once again, Tedros thanked 

China, saying nothing about the earlier lack of cooperation. 

"We should have actually expressed our respect and gratitude to China for what it's doing," Tedros said. 

"It has already done incredible things to limit the transmission of the virus to other countries." 
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Consideration about Improving the Planning of High-level 
Biosafety Laboratory System in China 

Yang Xu1 a, Liang Huigang2, Xu Ping1, Shen Yi3, Yuan Zhiming4 A a 

Abstract: With the outbreak of avian flu, tuberculosis, Ebola and other epidemics, more and more global 
medical workers and researchers are engaging in dangerous pathogen related activities in recent years. 
These activities include diagnostics, testing, research, development, production and teaching. All of these 
activities must be carried out in the high-level biosafety laboratories. We compared the development status 
and characteristics of the international and domestic high-level biosafety laboratory and analyzed the 
problems of high-level biosafety laboratory system in China, such as the general layout, the fund input, the 
building of the management and the supporting system. We made several suggestions that China should 
promote the building of its high-level biosafety laboratory system to support the emerging infectious disease 
response, such us improving the overall layout of the laboratory, increasing investment, strengthening the 
management and the supporting system, strengthening information and resource sharing. 
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4. https:// www. nature. com/news/inside-the-chi nese-1 ab-poised-to-study-
wo rld-s-most-d a nge rous-pat hogen s-1. 21487 

NATURE I NEWS 

Inside the Chinese lab poised to study world's most 
dangerous pathogens 
Maximum-security biolab is part of plan to build network of BSL-4 facilities across China. 

Editors' note, January 2020: Many stories have promoted an unverified theory that the Wuhan 
lab discussed in this article played a role in the coronavirus outbreak that began in December 
2019. Nature knows of no evidence that this is true; scientists believe the most likely source of 
the coronavirus to be an animal market. 

• David Cyranoski 
22 February 2017 Updated: 

23 February 2017 

WUHAN, CHINA 

U 1thcm Virology ln'\lillff< 

Hazard suits hang at the National Bio-safety Laboratory, Wuhan, the first lab on the Chinese mainland equipped for 

the highest level of biocontainment. 
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A laboratory in Wuhan is on the cusp of being cleared to work with the world's most dangerous 
pathogens. The move is part of a plan to build between five and seven biosafety level-4 (BSL-4) 
labs across the Chinese mainland by 2025, and has generated much excitement, as well as some 
concerns. 

Some scientists outside China worry about pathogens escaping, and the addition of a biological 
dimension to geopolitical tensions between China and other nations. But Chinese microbiologists 
are celebrating their entrance to the elite cadre empowered to wrestle with the world's greatest 
biological threats. 

" It will offer more opportunities for Chinese researchers, and our contribution on the BSL-4-
level pathogens will benefit the world," says George Gao, director of the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences Key Laboratory of Pathogenic Microbiology and Immunology in Beijing. There are 
already two BSL-4 labs in Taiwan, but the National Bio-safety Laboratory, Wuhan, would be the 
first on the Chinese mainland. 

The lab was certified as meeting the standards and criteria of BSL-4 by the China National 
Accreditation Service for Conformity Assessment (CNAS) in January. The CNAS examined the 
lab' s infrastructure, equipment and management, says a CNAS representative, paving the way 
for the Ministry of Health to give its approval. A representative from the ministry says it will 
move slowly and cautiously; if the assessment goes smoothly, it could approve the laboratory by 
the end of June. 

BSL-4 is the highest level of biocontainment: its criteria include filtering air and treating water 
and waste before they leave the laboratory, and stipulating that researchers change clothes and 
shower before and after using lab facilities. Such labs are often controversial. The first BSL-4 lab 
in Japan was built in 1981, but operated with lower-risk pathogens until 2015, when safety 
concerns were finally overcome. 

The expansion ofBSL-4-lab networks in the United States and Europe over the past 15 years -
with more than a dozen now in operation or under construction in each region - also met with 
resistance, including questions about the need for so many facilities. 

"Viruses don't know borders." 
The Wuhan lab cost 300 million yuan (US$44 million), and to allay safety concerns it was built 
far above the flood plain and with the capacity to withstand a magnitude-7 earthquake, although 
the area has no history of strong earthquakes. It will focus on the control of emerging diseases, 
store purified viruses and act as a World Health Organization 'reference laboratory' linked to 
similar labs around the world. " It will be a key node in the global biosafety-lab network," says 
lab director Yuan Zhirning. 

The Chinese Academy of Sciences approved the construction of a BSL-4 laboratory in 2003, and 
the epidemic of SARS ( severe acute respiratory syndrome) around the same time lent the project 
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momentum. The lab was designed and constructed with French assistance as part of a 2004 
cooperative agreement on the prevention and control of emerging infectious diseases. But the 
complexity of the project, China's lack of experience, difficulty in maintaining funding and long 
government approval procedures meant that construction wasn't finished until the end of 2014. 

The lab's first project will be to study the BSL-3 pathogen that causes Crimean-Congo 
haemorrhagic fever: a deadly tick-borne virus that affects livestock across the world, including in 
northwest China, and that can jump to people. 

Future plans include studying the pathogen that causes SARS, which also doesn't require a BSL-
4 lab, before moving on to Ebola and the West African Lassa virus, which do. Some one million 
Chinese people work in Africa; the country needs to be ready for any eventuality, says Yuan. 
"Viruses don't know borders." 

Gao travelled to Sierra Leone during the recent Ebola outbreak, allowing his team to report the 
speed with which the virus mutated into new strains1. The Wuhan lab will give his group a 
chance to study how such viruses cause disease, and to develop treatments based on antibodies 
and small molecules, he says. 

,\luri Xiao fi,r \a1111·e 

The central monitor room at China's National Bio-safety Laboratory. 
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The opportunities for international collaboration, meanwhile, will aid the genetic analysis and 
epidemiology of emergent diseases. "The world is facing more new emerging viruses, and we 
need more contribution from China," says Gao. In pa1ticular, the emergence of zoonotic viruses 
- those that jump to humans from animals, such as SARS or Ebola - is a concern, says Bruno 
Lina, director of the VirPath virology lab in Lyon, France. 

Many staff from the Wuhan lab have been training at a BSL-4 lab in Lyon, which some scientists 
find reassuring. And the facility has already carried out a test-run using a low-risk virus. 

But worries smrnund the Chinese lab, too. The SARS virus has escaped from high-level 
containment facilities in Beijing multiple times, notes Richard Ebright, a molecular biologist at 
Rutgers University in Piscataway, New Jersey. Tim Trevan, founder of CHROME Biosafety and 
Biosecurity Consulting in Damascus, Maryland, says that an open culture is important to keeping 
BSL-4 labs safe, and he questions how easy this will be in China, where society emphasizes 
hierarchy. "Diversity of viewpoint, flat structures where everyone feels free to speak up and 
openness of information are important," he says. 

Yuan says that he has worked to address this issue with staff. "We tell them the most important 
thing is that they report what they have or haven't done," he says. And the lab's international 
collaborations will increase openness. "Transparency is the basis of the lab," he adds. 

The plan to expand into a network heightens such concerns. One BSL-4 lab in Harbin is already 
awaiting accreditation; the next two are expected to be in Beijing and Kunming, the latter 
focused on using monkey models to study disease. 

Lina says that China's size justifies this scale, and that the opportunity to combine BSL-4 
research with an abundance of research monkeys - Chinese researchers face less red tape than 
those in the West when it comes to research on primates - could be powerful. "If you want to 
test vaccines or antivirals, you need a non-human primate model," says Lina. 

But Ebright is not convinced of the need for more than one BSL-4 lab in mainland China. He 
suspects that the expansion there is a reaction to the networks in the United States and Europe, 
which he says are also unwarranted. He adds that governments will assume that such excess 
capacity is for the potential development of bioweapons. 

"These facilities are inherently dual use," he says. The prospect of ramping up opportunities to 
inject monkeys with pathogens also worries, rather than excites, him: "They can run, they can 
scratch, they can bite." 
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Trevan says China's investment in a BSL-4 lab may, above all, be a way to prove to the world 
that the nation is competitive. " It is a big status symbol in biology," he says, "whether it's a need 
or not." 
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wu han-ce-laboratoire-q ui-suscite-tant-de-fa ntasmes-et-specu lations-
1587126690 

Societe 

Dossier : Coronavirus 

ENQUETE RADIO FRANCE - Le P4 de 
Wuhan, ce laboratoire qui suscite tant de 
fantasmes et speculations 
Vendredi 17 avril 2020 a 14:49 -

Par France Bleu, France Bleu 

Voulu et construit avec 1' aide de la France, le laboratoire de virologie P4 
de Wuhan qui fait aujourd'hui l'objet de beaucoup de speculations a peu 
a peu echappe au controle des scientifiques fran9ais. Selon la cellule 
investigation Radio France, un vaccin contre le Covid-19 y a recemment 
ete teste. 

laboratoire P4 de Wuhan (Chine centrale). © AFP - Hector RETAMAL 

Avec ses 11 millions d'habitants, on dit de Wuhan que c'est la plus fran<;aise 

des villes de Chine. On y trouve un musee de l'Urbanisme franc;ais et une 

25 



gare TGV dont le toit evoque un oiseau migrateur. Anne isabelle Sigros, qui 

etait cheffe de chantier pour l'agence d'architecture AREP, s'en souvient: "On 

etait dans des marais et des champs. On a plante la gare-la, et aujourd'hui la 

ville /'a rejointe." Sur la rive Nord, on trouve encore des traces de la 

concession franc;aise, non loin du desormais celebre marche couvert aux 

poissons de Huanan. Sur l'autre rive, les avenues rectilignes, qui filent vers 

l'aeroport, aboutissent a une zone industrielle ou prosperent une centaine 

d'entreprises franc;aises, parmi lesquelles Peugeot-Dongfeng, Renault, 

Eurocopter, Schneider Electric, L'Oreal ou encore Pernod-Ricard ... 

Une cooperation prometteuse 
Dans les annees 2000, la cooperation franco-chinoise a Wuhan se poursuit 

dans le domaine medical. En 2003, le SRAS, le syndrome respiratoire aigu 

severe frappe la Chine. Le pays a besoin d'aide. Le president Jiang Zemin, 

dont le mandat s'acheve, est un ami du Docteur Chen Zhu. Ce Shanghaien 

francophile a ete forme a l'Hopital Saint-Louis, dans les services d'un proche 

de Jacques Chirac, le professeur Degas. Lorsque Hu Jin Tao succede a Jiang 

Zemin, Jean-Pierre Raffarin va rencontrer le medecin. Puis, en octobre 2004, 

lors d'un voyage a Pekin, Jacques Chirac scelle une alliance avec son 

homologue chinois. 

Les deux pays decident de s'associer pour lutter contre les maladies 

infectieuses emergentes. Ce partenariat semble d'autant plus necessaire 

qu'un autre virus, celui de la grippe aviaire, le H5N1, vient trapper la Chine. 

L'idee du P4 prend forme 
De la va naitre l'idee de construire a Wuhan, en collaboration avec la France, 

un laboratoire de type P4. Autrement dit, de tres haute securite biologique 

pour l'etude de virus pathogenes inconnus pour lesquels on n'a pas de vaccin. 

II existe une trentaine de ces structures dans le monde, dont certaines sont 

labelisees par !'Organisation Mondiale de la Sante. Mais le projet provoque 

des resistances. D'abord, des experts franc;ais en guerre bacteriologiques se 
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montrent reticents. Nous sommes dans l'apres 11 septembre. Le SGDSN 

(Secretariat general a la defense et a la securite nationale) redoute qu'un P4 

puisse se transformer en arsenal biologique. 

A cela s'ajoute un autre grief de la part de la France. La Chine refuse de lui 

preciser ce que sont devenus les laboratoires mobiles de biologie P3 qui 

avaient ete finances par le gouvernement Raffarin apres l'epidemie de 

SRAS. "Les Fram;ais ont ete un peu refroidis par le manque de transparence 

des Chinois" explique Antoine lzambard, auteur du livre « Les liaisons 

dangereuses ». "Leurs explications sont restees opaques sur /'utilisation qu'ils 

pouvaient faire de ces P3. Certains dans /'administration fran9aise pensaient 

done que la Chine ferait surement un usage similaire du P4. Ce/a suscitait 

enormement de craintes." 

Les travaux demarrent 
Mais peu a peu, ces reserves vont etre levees. Et en 2004, un accord signe 

par Michel Barnier, ministre la Sante de Jacques Chirac, lance le projet du P4 

chinois. II reste a trouver un lieu. Puisque Shanghai est trap peuplee, ce 

laboratoire sera installe en peripherie de Wuhan. En 2008, un comite de 

pilotage est cree. II sera dirige par un Franc;ais, le Lyonnais Alain Merieux, et 

le docteur Chen Zhu. En 2010, !'administration Sarkozy an nonce a l'OMS que 

les travaux commencent. 

Une quinzaine de PME franc;aises tres specialisees pretent alors leur 

concours pour construire le laboratoire. "Ces Jabos P4 c'est vraiment de la 

technologie de top niveau, comparables a celle des sous-marins nuc/eaires 

fran9ais pour ce qui est de l'etancheite de certaines pieces" precise encore 

Antoine lzambard. Mais ce seront des entreprises chinoises qui assureront 

l'essentiel de la construction, ce qui n'est pas toujours du gout des Franc;ais. 

Technip par exemple, refusera de certifier le batiment. 
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Le 31 janvier 2015 le chantier se termine enfin. Dans son livre, Antoine 

lzambard decrit un endroit austere. ''Au bout d'une route a 6 voies", ecrit-il, on 

trouve "un immense immeuble en briques rouges en construction, (destine a 
accueillir 250 chercheurs en residence), un autre hautement securise que /'on 

prendrait pour une prison (un bunker de 4 etages avec 4 labos etanches), et 

un dernier blanc et rectangulaire sur lequel est ecrit « Wuhan Institute of 

Virology. " 

Les Chinois reprennent le controle 
En 2015, Alain Merieux quitte la copresidence de la Commission mixte qui 

supervisait le projet. A l'epoque, ii raconte au micro de Radio France a 
Pekin : "J'abandonne la copresidence du P4 qui est un outil tres chinois. 11 /eur 

appartient, meme s 'il a ete developpe avec /'assistance technique de la 

France." Mais ii ne s'agit pas pour autant de couper taus liens. "Entre le P4 de 

Lyon et le P4 de Wuhan" precise-t-il, "nous voulons etablir une cooperation 

etroite. En Chine, ii ya beaucoup d'animaux, l'aviculture, Jes problemes de 

cochons, qui eux-memes sont des transporteurs de virus. II est impensable 

que la Chine n 'ait pas un laboratoire de haute securite pour isoler des germes 

nouveaux dont beaucoup sont d'etiologie inconnue. " 

Une collaboration en trompe l'reil 
Le 23 fevrier 2017, l'ex premier ministre Bernard Cazeneuve et la ministre de 

la Sante Marisol Touraine, annoncent que 50 chercheurs franc;ais viendront 

en residence au P4 de Wuhan pendant 5 ans. La France s'engage alors a lui 

apporter une expertise technique, ainsi que des formations pour ameliorer le 

niveau de biosecurite du laboratoire, et a lancer un programme de recherche 

corn mun. Mais les chercheurs franc;ais ne viendront jamais. Pour Marisol 

Touraine, "c'est dommage dans la mesure ou on avait lance le projet avec 

l'espoir qu'il apporterait de la connaissance partagee. On ne pouvait pas 

evidemment anticiper l'epidemie actuelle. Mais en fevrier 2017, on misait sur 

/es espoirs de cette cooperation." 
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Quoi qu'il en soit, la mise en exploitation du labo a lieu en janvier 2018. Elle 

co'i'ncide avec la premiere visite d'Etat d'Emmanuel Macron a Pekin. 

Mais des le debut un doute s'installe sur sa fiabilite. Selan le Washington 

Post, en janvier 2018, des membres de l'ambassade americaine visitent les 

locaux et alertent Washington de l'insuffisance des mesures de securite 

prises dans un lieu ou l'on etudie les coronavirus issus de chauves-souris. 

Autre deconvenue : la cooperation franco-chinoise esperee entre le P4 Jean 

Merieux-lnserm de Lyon Bron et celui de Wuhan ne demarrera jamais 

vraiment. Alain Merieux lui-meme le confirme a la cellule investigation de 

Radio France : "On peut dire sans devoiler un secret d'Etat que, depuis 2016, 

ii n'y a pas eu de reunion du Comite franco-chinois sur Jes maladies 

infectieuses", reconnait-il. Contrairement aux promesses initiales, les Chinois 

travaillent done sans regard exterieur de chercheurs franc;ais. "Le laboratoire 

est loin de tourner a plein regime", precise encore Antoine lzambard. "/Is ont 

construit un immense immeuble qui doit accueillir 250 chercheurs, mais ils ne 

sont pas encore la. En temps normal, ii n'y a que que/ques chercheurs chinois 

de l'lnstitut de virologie de Wuhan qui menent des recherches sur des 

animaux en lien avec trois maladies, Ebola , la fievre hemorragique Congo 

Crimee, et le NIPAH" (un virus vehicule par les pores et les chauves-souris). 

Une nouvelle occasion manquee 
Avant la crise du Covid-19, une autre collaboration a semble vouloir prendre 

forme. En 2019, le President chinois Xi Jinping demande a l'un des vice

presidents du comite permanent de l'Assemblee populaire, d'imaginer ce que 

pourrait etre un bouclier sanitaire pour la province du Yunnan. La-bas, de 

nombreux hommes cotoient les animaux sauvages. De cette promiscuite nait 

un risque d'apparition de nouveaux virus transmissibles a l'homme. "C'est un 

grand pays qui a pas ma/ bouleverse ses ecosystemes avec cultures et 

elevages gigantesques" confirme Gilles Salvat, docteur veterinaire et directeur 

general de la recherche a l'ANSES. "C'est vrai que c'est une source de virus a 
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cause des interactions animaux sauvages et domestiques sur un pays 

continent avec taus /es climats." 

Creer un centre de surveillance sur la grande region pourrait done permettre 

de prevenir le developpement de nouveaux virus, de type coronavirus par 

exemple. Une fois de plus, c'est le Docteur Chen Zhu qui porte ce projet. II en 

parle a son ami Alain Merieux. Ce dernier l'evoque avec Philippe Etienne qui 

est alors conseiller diplomatique du President Macron. Selon un media chinois 

en ligne, China-info.com, un projet prend forme. II consiste a creer un reseau 

sentinelle qui reunirait les lnstituts Pasteur France, avec des antennes de la 

fondation Merieux au Laos, au Cambodge, et au Bangladesh. Mais une fois 

de plus, l'enthousiasme sera de courte duree. Le 24 mars, Xi Xinping, 

Emmanuel Macron et leurs epouses dinent a la Villa KERYLOS, sur la cote 

d'Azur. Le lendemain le communique final ne fait aucune mention de ce 

projet. II ne sera pas non plus evoque lors du voyage officiel en Chine 

d'Emmanuel Macron en novembre 2019. II est vrai qu'un autre sujet sensible 

focalise !'attention. La peste porcine est arrivee en France, et les eleveurs font 

pression pour pouvoir continuer a exporter en Chine. Le bouclier sanitaire 

sera done remise a plus tard ... 

Un essai de vaccin sur des humains 
Le P4 de Wuhan ne sera cependant pas reste inactif lors de !'apparition du 

Covid-19. C'est la que, selon deux sources fiables, bien que non confirmees 

par les autorites chinoises, a la fin decembre 2019, le professeur Shi Zhengli 

a identifie le nouveau coronavirus a partir d'echantillons preleves sur cinq 

malades des hopitaux municipaux de Wuhan. Le 3 janvier, le sequenc;age 

complet de son genome commence dans un autre laboratoire, le P3 de la 

Clinique Centrale de sante publique de Shanghai, qui le partagera ensuite 

avec d'autres pays. Dans le meme temps, le P4 de Wuhan travaille sur un 

singe cobaye infecte, dans le but d'obtenir un serum. "Les Chinois sont de 

bans candidats pour produire un vaccin" estime Gilles Salvat. "/Is ant des 

etudiants dans le monde entier. /Is ant 40 chercheurs sur un sujet quand nous 
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on en a deux. Leur puissance de feu est redoutable en matiere d'innovation et 

de biologie." 

Officiellement le P4 ferme le 23 janvier, lorsque le confinement est prononce a 
Wuhan. Mais selon plusieurs sources frangaises et chinoises contactees par 

la cellule investigation de Radio France, a la mi-mars, un essai de vaccin a eu 

lieu en partenariat avec une societe de biotechnologie chinoise. Selon nos 

informations, un virus a d'abord ete inocule a des singes, avant d'etre inactive 

puis injecte a des personnels volontaires de l'institut dont depend le 

laboratoire. "Les premiers inocules sont des volontaires et 9a s'est bien 

passe" nous a confirme le Docteur Zhao YAN qui codirige l'Hopital Zhongnan 

de Wuhan : "//ya des medecins qui participent. Je sais qu'il ya eu une 

premiere serie d'un petit nombre, et une deuxieme serie d'essais est en cours 

sur un nombre relativement important." Selon Frederic Tangy de l'institut 

pasteur, cependant, pour ce type de vaccin a virus inactive, "ii ya un risque 

d'exacerbation de la maladie. C'est une catastrophe. C'est la pire des choses 

a faire." 

Le P4 dans la course mondiale 
Le P4 est done engage dans une course au vaccin, tout comme le sont 

d'autres pays. Le 16 mars la societe americaine Moderna de Cambridge 

dirigee par le Frangais Stephane Bancel, annonce elle aussi qu'elle a 

commence un essai clinique a Seattle sur 45 patients sains. Sanofi travaille 

egalement avec une equipe militaire americaine. Quant a l'institut pasteur, ii 

doit demarrer en juillet un essai clinique sur des volontaires avec un vaccin 

derive de celui de la rougeole. Mais la encore, la prudence doit rester de 

mise, puisqu'il faut trois phases d'essais concluants, avec un pourcentage 

important de guerisons sur plus de 60 a 70% de patients d'origine et d'ages 

differents, avant d'approuver un vaccin. 

Une enquete de Philippe Reltien, cel/ule investigation de Radio France. 
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7. https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/04/14/state
depa rtme nt-ca bl es-wa rned-saf ety-issues-wuha n-1 ab-studying-bat
coro navi ruses/ 

Global Opinions 

State Department cables warned of 
safety issues at Wuhan lab studying 
bat coronaviruses 

woman wearing a protective suit at a hospital in Wuhan, China. (Aly Song/Reuters) 

By Josh Rogin 

Columnist 

April 14, 2020 at 6:00 a.m. EDT 

Two years before the novel coronavirus pandemic upended the world, U.S. Embassy 
officials visited a Chinese research facility in the city of Wuhan several times and sent 
two official warnings back to Washington about inadequate safety at the lab, which was 
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conducting risky studies on coronaviruses from bats. The cables have fueled discussions 
inside the U.S. government about whether this or another Wuhan lab was the source of 
the virus - even though conclusive proof has yet to emerge. 
In January 2018, the U.S. Embassy in Beijing took the unusual step of repeatedly 
sending U.S. science diplomats to the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV), which had in 
2015 become China's first laboratory to achieve the highest level of international 
bioresearch safety (known as BSL-4). WIV issued a news release in English about the 
last of these visits, which occurred on March 27, 2018. The U.S. delegation was led by 
Jamison Fouss, the consul general in Wuhan, and Rick Switzer, the embassy's counselor 
of environment, science, technology and health. Last week, WIV erased that statement 
from its website, though it remains archived on the Internet. 
Full coverage of the coronavirus pandemic 

What the U.S. officials learned during their visits concerned them so much that they 
dispatched two diplomatic cables categorized as Sensitive But Unclassified back to 
Washington. The cables warned about safety and management weaknesses at the WIV 
lab and proposed more attention and help. The first cable, which I obtained, also warns 
that the lab's work on bat coronaviruses and their potential human transmission 
represented a risk of a new SARS-like pandemic. 

"During interactions with scientists at the WIV laboratory, they noted the new lab has a 
serious shortage of appropriately trained technicians and investigators needed to safely 
operate this high-containment laboratory," states the Jan. 19, 2018, cable, which was 
drafted by two officials from the embassy's environment, science and health sections 
who met with the WIV scientists. (The State Department declined to comment on this 
and other details of the story.) 

The Chinese researchers at WIV were receiving assistance from the Galveston National 
Laboratory at the University of Texas Medical Branch and other U.S. organizations, but 
the Chinese requested additional help. The cables argued that the United States should 
give the Wuhan lab further support, mainly because its research on bat coronaviruses 
was important but also dangerous. 
As the cable noted, the U.S. visitors met with Shi Zhengli, the head of the research 
project, who had been publishing studies related to bat coronaviruses for many years. In 
November 2017, just before the U.S. officials' visit, Shi's team had published 
research showing that horseshoe bats they had collected from a cave in Yunnan province 
were very likely from the same bat population that spawned the SARS coronavirus in 
2003. 

"Most importantly," the cable states, "the researchers also showed that various SARS
like coronaviruses can interact with ACE2, the human receptor identified for SARS
coronavirus. This finding strongly suggests that SARS-like coronaviruses from bats can 
be transmitted to humans to cause SARS-like diseases. From a public health 
perspective, this makes the continued surveillance of SARS-like coronaviruses in bats 
and study of the animal-human interface critical to future emerging coronavirus 
outbreak prediction and prevention." 
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The research was designed to prevent the next SARS-like pandemic by anticipating how 
it might emerge. But even in 2015, other scientists quest ioned whether Shi's team was 
taking unnecessary risks. In October 2014, the U.S. government had imposed a 
moratorium on funding of any research that makes a virus more deadly or contagious, 
known as "gain-of-function" experiments. 
As many have pointed out, there is no evidence that the virus now plaguing the world 
was engineered; scientists largely agree it came from animals. But that is not the same 
as saying it didn't come from the lab, which spent years testing bat coronaviruses in 
animals, said Xiao Qiang, a research scientist at the School of Information at the 
University of California at Berkeley. 
"The cable tells us that there have long been concerns about the possibility of the threat 
to public health that came from this lab's research, if it was not being adequately 
conducted and protected," he said. 
There are similar concerns about the nearby Wuhan Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention lab, which operates at biosecurity level 2, a level significantly less secure 
than the level-4 standard claimed by the Wuhan Insititute of Virology lab, Xiao said. 
That's important because the Chinese government still refuses to answer basic questions 
about the origin of the novel coronavirus while suppressing any attempts to examine 
whether either lab was involved. 
Sources familiar with the cables said they were meant to sound an alarm about the grave 
safety concerns at the WIV lab, especially regarding its work with bat coronaviruses. The 
embassy officials were calling for more U.S. attention to this lab and more support for it, 
to help it fix its problems. 

"The cable was a warning shot," one U.S. official said. "They were begging people to pay 
attention to what was going on." 
No extra assistance to the labs was provided by the U.S. government in response to 
these cables. The cables began to circulate again inside the administration over the past 
two months as officials debated whether the lab could be the origin of the pandemic and 
what the implications would be for the U.S. pandemic response and relations with 
China. 
Inside the Trump administration, many national security officials have long suspected 
either the WIV or the Wuhan Center for Disease Control and Prevention lab was the 
source of the novel coronavirus outbreak. According to the New York Times, the 
intelligence community has provided no evidence to confirm this. But one senior 
administration official told me that the cables provide one more piece of evidence to 
support the possibility that the pandemic is the result of a lab accident in Wuhan. 

"The idea that it was just a totally natural occurrence is circumstantial. The evidence it 
leaked from the lab is circumstantial. Right now, the ledger on the side of it leaking from 
the lab is packed with bullet points and there's almost nothing on the other side," the 
official said. 
As my colleague David Ignatius noted, the Chinese government's original story - that 
the virus emerged from a seafood market in Wuhan - is shaky. Research by Chinese 
experts published in the Lancet in January showed the first known patient, identified on 
Dec. 1, had no connection to the market, nor did more than one-third of the cases in the 
first large cluster. Also, the market didn't sell bats. 
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The Opinions section is looking for stories of how the coronavirus has affected people 
of all walks oflife. Write to us. 

Shi and other WIV researchers have categorically denied this lab was the origin for the 
novel coronavirus. On Feb. 3, her team was the first to publicly report the virus known 
as 2019-nCoV was a bat-derived coronavirus. 

The Chinese government, meanwhile, has put a total lockdown on information related to 
the virus origins. Beijing has yet to provide U.S. experts with samples of the novel 
coronavirus collected from the earliest cases. The Shanghai lab that published the novel 
coronavirus genome on Jan. 11 was quickly shut down by authorities for "rectification." 
Several of the doctors and journalists who reported on the spread early on have 
disappeared. 
On Feb. 14, Chinese President Xi Jin ping called for a new biosecurity law to be 
accelerated. On Wednesday, CNN reported the Chinese government has placed severe 
restrictions requiring approval before any research institution publishes anything on the 
origin of the novel coronavirus. 
The origin story is not just about blame. It's crucial to understanding how the novel 
coronavirus pandemic started because that informs how to prevent the next one. The 
Chinese government must be transparent and answer the questions about the Wuhan 
labs because they are vital to our scientific understanding of the virus, said Xiao. 

We don't know whether the novel coronavirus originated in the Wuhan lab, but the 
cable pointed to the danger there and increases the impetus to find out, he said. 
"I don't think it's a conspiracy theory. I think it's a legitimate question that needs to be 
investigated and answered," he said. "To understand exactly how this originated is 
critical knowledge for preventing this from happening in the future." 
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U.S. Diplomats Warned about 
Safety Risks in Wuhan Labs 
Studying Bats Two Years before 
Coronavirus Outbreak 
By TOBIAS HOONHOUT 

April 14, 2020 9:25 AM 

A scientist works in a lab researching coronavirus antibodies for in Beijing, 
China, March 30, 2020. (Thomas Peter/Reuters) 

U.S. officials warned in January 2018 that the Wuhan Institute of Virology's 
work on "SARS-like coronaviruses in bats," combined with "a serious 
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shortage" of proper safety procedures, could result in human transmission and 
the possibility of a "future emerging coronavirus outbreak." 

In a series of diplomatic cables, one of which was obtained by The Washington 
Post's Josh Rogin, U.S. Embassy officials warned their superiors that the lab, 
which they had visited several times, posed a serious health risk that 
warranted U.S. intervention. The officials were concerned enough about their 
findings to categorize the communications as "Sensitive But Unclassified," in 
order to keep them out of the public eye. 

"During interactions with scientists at the WIV laboratory, they noted the new 
lab has a serious shortage of appropriately trained technicians and 
investigators needed to safely operate this high-containment laboratory," the 
cable reads. 

"The cable was a warning shot," one U.S. official told Rogin. "They were 
begging people to pay attention to what was going on." 

While China has stated the virus emerged from a seafood market in Wuhan, 
U.S. officials are skeptical of the claim, with NATIONAL R EVIEW detailing how 
the Wuhan Institute of Virology posted jobs in November and December of 
last year to show how they had been working on "long-term research on the 
pathogenic biology of bats carrying important viruses," which had "confirmed 
the origin of bats of major new human and livestock infectious diseases" in 
December. 

"The idea that is was just a totally natural occurrence is circumstantial. The 
evidence it leaked from the lab is circumstantial. Right now, the ledger on the 
side of it leaking from the lab is packed with bullet points and there's almost 
nothing on the other side," a U.S. official told Rogin. 

The Wuhan Institute of Virology is China's first laboratory to achieve the 
highest level of international bioresearch safety, known as BSL-4. But its work 
on bats - led by Shi Zhengli, the Chinese virologist nicknamed "Bat Woman" 
for her work with that species - is conducted at the lower protection level of 
BSL-2. 

The 2018 cable confirms that Shi - whose team published research in 
November 2017 revealing that horseshoe bats they had collected from a cave 
in Yunnan province were very likely from the same bat population that 
spawned the SARS outbreak of 2002-2003 - was then working on "SARS-like 
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coronaviruses." Shi's team was also the first to reveal in February that the new 
outbreak was a bat-derived coronavirus. 

"Most importantly, the researchers also showed that various SARS-like 
coronaviruses can interact with ACE2, the human receptor identified for 
SARS-coronavirus. This finding strongly suggests that SARS-like 
coronaviruses from bats can be transmitted to humans to cause SARS-like 
diseases," the cable states. "From a public health perspective, this makes the 
continued surveillance of SARS-like coronaviruses in bats and study of the 
animal-human interface critical to future emerging coronavirus outbreak 
prediction and prevention." 

Multiple reports have detailed how China is blocking U.S. researchers from 
information about the virus, including live samples of the virus needed to 
develop a vaccine. 

"They didn't make the virus available to anyone," former FDA Commissioner 
Dr. Scott Gottlieb told NATIONAL REVIEW editor Rich Lowry. " ... They didn't 
make the live virus available. The United States eventually got the live virus, 
but they got it weeks later than they otherwise could have, and that delayed 
development of diagnostic tests." 

On Monday, Beijing issued a new set of guidelines about Chinese reporting on 
the origins of the coronavirus outbreak, stating that "academic papers about 
tracing the origin of the virus must be strictly and tightly managed." 
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10. https://www.scmp.com/news/china/military/article/3064677 /meet-major

general-chinas-coronavirus-scientific-front-line 

Meet the major general on China's 
corona virus scientific front line 

• Chen Wei is leading an effort to understand the previously unknown pathogen in the 
epicentre of the epidemic 

• The 54-year-old virologist is building on the knowledge and skills she gained fighting 
Sars and Ebola 

Minnie Chan and William Zheng 

Published: 6:00am, 3 Mar, 2020 
Why you can trust SCMP 

Major General Chen Wei says the battle against viruses must begin before they are even born. 
Source: Handout 

For Chen Wei, the Chinese military's top epidemiologist and virologist, the scientific battle 
against an epidemic must be waged even before the pathogen is born. 
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"Prevention and control of an epidemic can never wait until the disease has happened," Chen 
said in an interview with China Science Daily, a newspaper under the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, China top research institution. 

"What we need is to build ... a powerful 'lead scientists' system so that they can spend their life 
studying and researching certain types of viruses and germs ... independent of whether this 
coronavirus is going away or not. 

"It would mean that whenever an epidemic occurs we will have the best and most authoritative 
team available and it will not be like what's happened now when the coronavirus came, and 
nobody is doing much." 

The 54-year-old major general is China's best known biochemical expert and is spearheading an 
effort in the central Chinese city of Wuhan, in Hubei province, to understand a previously 
unknown virus that has sickened tens of thousands of people with a pneumonia-like illness. 

According to a military insider, Chen is leading the effort from the Wuhan Institute of Virology, 
a laboratory with the highest biosafety classification. 

She arrived in the city at the heart of the epidemic in mid-January with a team of top military 
scientists. 

In the early days of the crisis, Chen and her team worked from a makeshift laboratory where 
they looked for treatment for patients and took the lead in developing the plasma therapy that 
has since been accepted as one of the officially recognised treatment methods. 

In the report, Chen said that a number of medical workers in Wuhan had also used a nasal spray 
developed by her team during the 2002-03 outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome (Sars) 
to help prevent them from contracting the coronavirus. 

She said the spray had shown "relatively good results on virus containment and effects in 
immunity improvement" but could not be mass produced due to "technical difficulties". 

Two military sources said that high costs and side effects were however the main reasons why 
the spray was not widely used to help prevent infections among the medical teams. 

"It's a costly formula. The most effective and pragmatic way is to develop a vaccine, which can 
be used for everyone," one of the sources said. 

Chen is widely credited for her contribution in the Sars outbreak but she has also been 
recognised for the role she played in relief efforts for the 2008 Sichuan earthquake and the 2014-
16 Ebola outbreak in West Africa. 

A military insider in Beijing said Chen stood out as the most capable "old virus hand" to lead 
China's fight against the coronavirus given her vast experience in past epidemics. 
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"Compared with other leading epidemiologists like Zhong Nanshan, who is 84, and Li Lanjuan, 
72, Chen is much younger. She is also a capable coordinator who can handle the relationship 
between the military medical personnel who have been sent to Wuhan [to help fight the 
epidemic] and the local medical teams," the insider said. 

Born in the small city of Lanxi in eastern Zhejiang province, Chen graduated with a degree in 
chemistry from Zhejiang University in 1988 and was admitted to Tsinghua University the next 
year for graduate studies. In 1989, she met her future husband Ma Yiming, who was then a 
technician at a winery in Qingdao, on a train from Beijing to the eastern seaport. 

Three years later, she joined the People's Liberation Army and became a virologist at the 
Academy of Military Medical Sciences. 

To support Chen's research, Ma took over their household duties, according to an earlier report 
by state broadcaster CCTV. 

In the CCTV report, Ma said that when Chen and her team were in isolation developing the nasal 
spray in 2003, their four-year-old son did not see his mother for months. 

"During that time, we could only see her on CCTV ... My son jumped up and kissed the TV 
screen when he saw his mother in the programme," Ma said. 

"I don't want her to do housework, it would be a waste of her talents. She should do something 
more meaningful instead." 

In 2013, Chen became a National People's Congress delegate representing the PLA. Two years 
later, she was promoted to major general. 

In 2018, Chen was chosen as a member of the Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference, the country's top political advisory body. 

Additional reporting by William Zheng 
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Monkey kingdom 
China is positioning itself as a world leader in primate research. 

• David Cyranoski 
20 April 2016 Corrected: 

11/u.,tratum h\ .Jonm l1 an 

An hour's drive from Kunming in southwestern China, past red clay embankments and sprawling 
forests, lies an unusual zoo. Inside the gated compound is a quiet, idyllic campus; a series of 
grey, cement animal houses stack up on the lush hillside, each with a clear plastic roof to let in 
the light. This is the Yunnan Key Laboratory of Primate Biomedical Research, and its inhabitants 
are some 1,500 monkeys, all bred for research. 

The serenity of the facility belies the bustle of activity within. Since it opened in 201 1, this place 
has quickly become a Mecca for cutting-edge primate research, producing valuable disease 
models and seminal publications that have made its director, Ji Weizhi, a sought-after 
collaborator. Its campus houses a collection of gene-edited monkeys that serve as models of 
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Duchenne muscular dystrophy, autism and Parkinson's disease. Ji plans to double the number of 
group leaders working there from 10 to 20 in the next 3 years, and to seek more international 
collaborations - he already works with scientists in Europe and the United States. " In terms of a 
technology platform, Ji is just way ahead," says one collaborator, cardiologist Kenneth Chien at 
the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm. 

Ji is not alone in his ambitions for monkey research. With support from central and local 
governments, high-tech primate facilities have sprung up in Shenzhen, Hangzhou, Suzhou and 
Guangzhou over the past decade. Last month, the science ministry approved the launch of a 
facility at the Kunming Institute of Zoology that is expected to cost millions of dollars to build. 
These centres can provide scientists with monkeys in large numbers, and offer high-quality 
animal care and cutting-edge equipment with little red tape. A major brain project, expected to 
be announced in China soon, will focus much of its efforts on using monkeys to study disease. 

The enthusiasm stands in stark contrast to the climate in the West, where non-human-primate 
research is increasingly stymied by a tangle of regulatory hurdles, financial constraints and 
bioethical opposition. Between 2008 and 2011, the number of monkeys used in research in 
Europe declined by 28%, and some researchers have stopped trying to do such work in the West. 

Many have since sought refuge for their experiments in China by securing collaborators or 
setting up their own laboratories there. Some of the Chinese centres are even advertising 
themselves as primate-research hubs where scientists can fly in to take advantage of the latest 
tools, such as gene editing and advanced imaging. "It could be like CERN in Switzerland, where 
they set up a large facility and then people come from all over the world to get data," says Stefan 
Treue, a neuroscientist who heads the German Primate Center in Gottingen, Germany. 

"China will become the place where all therapeutic strategies have to be validated." 
With China fas t becoming a global centre for primate research, some scientists fear that it could 
hasten the atrophy of such science in the West and lead to a near monopoly, in which researchers 
become over-reliant on one country for essential disease research and drug testing. 
"Governments and politicians don't see this, but we face a huge risk," says Erwan Bezard, who is 
director of the Institute ofNeurodegenerative Diseases at the University of Bordeaux in France, 
and has set up his own primate-research company, Motac, in Beijing. Europe and the United 
States still have the lead in primate research, he says, but this could change as expertise migrates 
eastwards. "China will become the place where all therapeutic strategies will have to be 
validated. Do we want that? Or do we want to stay in control?" 

Simian similarities 

For decades, researchers have relied on monkeys to shed light on brain function and brain 
disease because of their similarity to humans. Growth in neuroscience research has increased 
demand, and although high costs and long reproductive cycles have limited the use of these 
animals in the past, new reproductive technologies and genetic-engineering techniques such 
as CRISPR-Cas9 are helping researchers to overcome these drawbacks, making monkeys a more 
efficient experimental tool. 
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China has an abundance of macaques - the mainstay of non-human-primate scientific research. 
Although the population of wild rhesus macaques (Macaca mulatta) has declined, the number of 
farmed animals has risen. According to data from the Chinese State Forestry Administration, the 
number of businesses breeding macaques for laboratory use rose from 10 to 34 between 2004 
and 2013, and the quota of animals that those companies could sell in China or overseas jumped 
from 9,868 to 35,385 over that time. Farm populations of marmosets, another popular research 
animal, are also on the rise. 

Most monkeys are shipped to pharmaceutical companies or researchers elsewhere in the world, 
but the growing appreciation among scientists of monkey models has prompted investment by 
local governments and private companies in dedicated research colonies. The country's 201 1 
five-year plan singled out primate disease models as a national goal; the science ministry 
followed up by pumping 25 million yuan (US$3.9 million) into the endeavour in 2014. 

Scientists visiting China are generally pleased with the care given to animals in these facilities, 
most of which have, or are trying to get, the gold-standard recognition of animal care -
accreditation by AAALAC International. 

Ji's Yum1an Key Laboratory is the most active primate facility, but others are giving it 
competition. The new monkey facility at the Kunming Institute of Zoology was funded as part of 
the national development scheme for big science equipment that includes telescopes and 
supercomputers. The money will help the institute to double its colony of 2,500 cynomolgus 
monkeys (Macacafascicularis) and rhesus macaques. 

Zhao Xudong, who runs the primate-research facility, says that the plan is to "set it up like a 
hospital, with separate departments for surgery, genetics and imaging", and a conveyer belt to 
move monkeys between departments. There will be systems for measuring body temperature, 
heart rate and other physiological data, all to analyse the characteristics, or 'phenotypes', of 
animals, many of which will have had genes altered. "We are calling it the 'genotype versus 
phenotype analyser'," says Zhao. It will take ten years to finish, but he hopes to begin building 
this year and to start research within three. Other facilities, although smaller, are also expanding 
and diversifying. The Institute of Neuroscience in Shanghai plans to increase its population of 
600 Old World monkeys to 800 next year and expand its 300-strong marmoset colony. 

A question of cost 

Outside China, the numbers are heading in the opposite direction. Harvard Medical School 
closed its affiliated primate facility in May 2015 for 'strategic' reasons. Last December, the US 
National Institutes of Health decided to phase out non-human-primate experiments at one of its 
labs and subsequently announced that it would review all non-human-primate research that it 
funds. In Europe, researchers say, the climate is also growing colder for such research. 

Costs are a major disincentive. In 2008, Li Xiao-Jiang, a geneticist at Emory University in 
Atlanta, Georgia, helped to create the world's first transgenic monkey model of Huntington's 
disease' with colleagues at Yerkes National Primate Research Centre. But Li says that it costs 
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$6,000 to buy a monkey in the United States, and $20 per day to keep it, whereas the 
corresponding figures in China are $1,000 and $5 per day. "Because the cost is higher, you have 
to write a bigger grant, and then the bar will be higher when they judge it," says Li. Funding 
agencies "really do not encourage large-animal research". 

For Li, the solution was simple: go to China. He now has a joint position at the Institute of 
Genetics and Developmental Biology in Beijing, where he has access to around 3,000 
cynomolgus monkeys at a farm in Guangzhou and some 400 rhesus monkeys at the Chinese 
Academy of Medical Sciences' monkey facility in Beijing. He has churned out a series of 
publications on monkeys with modified versions of the genes involved in Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy2 and Parkinson's diseasei. 

Neuroscientist Anna Wang Roe says that red tape drove her to China. Roe's team at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, Tennessee, is attempting to work out how modules in the brain are 
connected, and she estimates that she and her colleagues have spent 25% of their time and a good 
deal of cash documenting the dosage and delivery-method for each drug they administered to 
their monkeys, as required by regulations. "We record something every 15 minutes," she says. 
"It's not that it's wrong. It's just eno1mously time-consuming." 

In 2013, impressed by the collaborative atmosphere at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou, she 
proposed that it build a neuroscience institute. The next day the university agreed, and she soon 
had a $25-million, 5-year budget. "Once the decision is made, you can start writing cheques," 
she says. She is now closing her US laboratory to be the director of the Zhejiang 
Interdisciplinary Institute of Neuroscience and Technology, where she hopes to open a suite of 
the latest brain-analysis tools, including a powerful new 7-tesla functional magnetic resonance 
imaging device that she says will give images of the primate brain at unprecedented resolution. 

"This place just makes things happen quickly." 
Bob Desimone was similarly impressed with the speed at which China moves. As a 
neuroscientist who heads the McGovern Institute for Brain Research at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in Cambridge, in January 2014, he had a 'meet and greet' with the mayor 
of Shenzhen. In March, the mayor donated a building on the Shenzhen Institute of Advanced 
Technology campus for a monkey-research facility, and the centre's soon-to-be director, Liping 
Wang, promised that it would be ready by summer. Thinking that impossible, Desimone bet two 
bottles of China's prized mind-numbing liquor, maotai, that it wouldn't be done in time. He lost. 
The group raised most of the $10 million needed from city development grants, along with a 
small input from McGovern, and soon the first animals were being installed in the Brain 
Cognition and Brain Disorder Research Institute. "This place just makes things happen quickly," 
Desimone says. 

But money and monkeys alone are not enough to lead to discovery. Researchers say that China is 
short on talented scientists to take advantage of the opportunities provided by animal research. 
That's why the organizers of the country's new primate centres hope to attract an influx of 
foreigners to pennanent posts or as collaborators. So far, many of those moving to China have 
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been Chinese or foreigners with a previous connection to the country, but others are expressing 
interest, says neuroscientist Guoping Feng, also at the McGovern Institute. Already, the 
Shenzhen primate centre has recruited from Europe and the United States, and Desimone says 
that it will be "an open technology base. Anyone who wants to work with monkeys can come." 

Edited monkeys 

The rapid spread of CRISPR- Cas9 and T ALEN gene-editing tools is likely to accelerate demand 
for monkey research: they are turning the genetic modification of monkeys from a laborious and 
expensive task into a relatively quick, straightforward one. Unlike engineered mice, which can 
be bred and sent around the world, "monkeys are difficult to send, so it will be easier for the PI 
or postdoc to go there", says Treue. 

Already, competition is fierce as researchers are racing for the low-hanging fruit - engineering 
genes with established roles in human disease or development. Almost all reports of gene-edited 
monkeys produced with these techniques have come from China. Desimone predicts that the 
pursuit of monkey disease models "could give China a unique niche to occupy in neuroscience". 

The cages of Ji's facility are already full of the products of gene editing. One troop of animals 
has had a mutation genetically engineered into the MECP2 gene, which has been identified as the 
culprit in humans with Rett's syndrome, an autism spectrum disorder. An animal sits listless and 
unresponsive, holding tight to the bars of the cage as her normal twin sister crawls all over her. 
In another cage, a monkey with the mutation pumps its arm, reminiscent of repetitive behaviour 
seen in the human disorder. Some incessantly suck their thumbs. " I've never seen that in a 
monkey before - never so constant," says Ji. 

Among the range of other disease models in Ji's menagerie are monkey versions of 
cardiovascular disease, which he is working on in collaboration with the Karolinska Institute. 
And last year, Ji made the world's first chimeric monkeys using emb1yonic stem cells'!, an 
advance that could make the production of genetically modified animals even easier. The 
question now is whether these genetically modified monkeys will propel understanding of human 
brain function and dysfunction to a higher level. "You can't just knock out one gene and be sure 
you'll have human-like disease phenotype," says Ji. 

Researchers see an opportunity to understand human evolution as well as disease. Su Bing, a 
geneticist at the Kunming Institute of Zoology, is working with Ji to engineer monkeys that carry 
the human version of a gene called SR GAP 2, which is thought to endow the human brain with 
processing power by allowing the growth of connections between neurons. Su also plans to use 
CRISPR-Cas9 to introduce human versions of MCPHJ, a gene related to brain size, and the 
human FOXP2 gene, which is thought to give humans unique language ability. "I don't think the 
monkey will all of a sudden start speaking, but will have some behavioural change," predicts Su. 

International divide 

Although the opportunities are great, there are still obstacles for scientists who choose to locate 
their animal research in China. Trying to keep a foot in two places can be challenging, says 
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Gregoire Courtine, a spinal-cord-injury researcher based at the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Technology in Lausanne, who travels almost monthly to China to pursue his monkey research at 
Motac. He has even flown to Beijing, done a couple of operations on his experimental monkeys, 
then returned that night. "I'm 40 years old, I have energy in my body. But you need to really will 
it," he says. 

Another downside, says Li, is that policies can change suddenly in China. "There is uncertainty. 
That makes us hesitate to commit," says Li, who has retained his post at Emory University. And 
the immunity that China's primate researchers have had to animal-rights activism could start to 
erode, warns Deborah Cao, who researches law at Griffith University in Brisbane, Australia, and 
last year published a book on the use of animals in China~. People are starting to use Chinese 
social-media sites to voice outrage at the abuse of animals, Cao says. 

China has competition in its bid to dominate primate research, too. Japan has launched its own 
brain project focused on the marmoset as a model: the animal reaches sexual maturity in a year 
and a half, less than half the time it takes a macaque. Some research facilities in China are now 
building marmoset research colonies - but Japan is considered to be several years ahead. 

And some researchers want to ensure that such work continues outside Asia. Courtine says that 
he's "fighting to keep alive" a monkey-research programme he has at Fribourg, Switzerland, 
because he thinks it's important to have a division of labour. "Research that requires quantity, I'll 
do in China. I would like to do sophisticated work in Fribourg," he says. 

Back at his primate centre in Yunnan, Ji is sure that such work is already taking place. His 
dream, he says is "to have an animal like a tool" for biomedical discovery. He knows there is a 
lot of competition in this field, especially in China. But he feels confident: "The field is wide, 
and there are many, many projects we can do." 
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Main 

The emergence of SARS-Co V heralded a new era in the cross-species transmission of severe 
respiratory illness with globalization leading to rapid spread around the world and massive 
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economic impacfl..1. Since then, several strains-including influenza A strains HSN 1, H 1 N 1 
and H7N9 and MERS-Co V-have emerged from animal populations, causing considerable 
disease, mortality and economic hardship for the afflicted regions2.. Although public health 
measures were able to stop the SARS-Co V outbreak~, recent metagenomics studies have 
identified sequences of closely related SARS-like viruses circulating in Chinese bat 
populations that may pose a future threatM. However, sequence data alone provides minimal 
insights to identify and prepare for future prepandemic viruses. Therefore, to examine the 
emergence potential (that is, the potential to infect humans) of circulating bat Co Vs, we built 
a chimeric virus encoding a novel, zoonotic CoV spike protein-from the RsSHC014-CoV 
sequence that was isolated from Chinese horseshoe bats1--in the context of the SARS-Co V 
mouse-adapted backbone. The hybrid virus allowed us to evaluate the ability of the novel 
spike protein to cause disease independently of other necessary adaptive mutations in its 
natural backbone. Using this approach, we characterized CoV infection mediated by the 
SHCO 14 spike protein in primary human airway cells and in vivo, and tested the efficacy of 
available immune therapeutics against SHCO 14-Co V. Together, the strategy translates 
metagenomics data to help predict and prepare for future emergent viruses. 

The sequences of SHC014 and the related RsWIVl-CoV show that these Co Vs are the 
closest relatives to the epidemic SARS-CoV strains (Fig. la,b); however, there are important 
differences in the 14 residues that bind human ACE2, the receptor for SARS-CoV, including 
the five that are critical for host range: Y442, L472, N479, T487 and Y491 (ref. ]j . In WIVl, 
three of these residues vary from the epidemic SARS-Co V Urbani strain, but they were not 
expected to alter binding to ACE2 (Supplementary Fig. la,b and Supplementary Table 1). 
This fact is confirmed by both pseudotyping experiments that measured the ability of 
lentiviruses encoding WIVl spike proteins to enter cells expressing human ACE2 
(Supplementary Fig. 1) and by in vitro replication assays of WIVl-CoV (ref. 1). In contrast, 
7 of 14 ACE2-interaction residues in SHC014 are different from those in SARS-CoV, 
including all five residues critical for host range (Supplementary Fig. le and Supplementary 
Table 1 ). These changes, coupled with the failure of pseudotyped lentiviruses expressing the 
SHC014 spike to enter cells (Supplementary Fig. ld), suggested that the SHC014 spike is 
unable to bind human ACE2. However, similar changes in related SARS-Co V strains had 
been reported to allow ACE2 bindingL~, suggesting that additional functional testing was 
required for verification. Therefore, we synthesized the SHC0 14 spike in the context of the 
replication-competent, mouse-adapted SARS-Co V backbone (we hereafter refer to the 
chimeric CoV as SHC014-MA15) to maximize the opportunity for pathogenesis and vaccine 
studies in mice (Supplementary Fig. 2a). Despite predictions from both structure-based 
modeling and pseudotyping experiments, SHC014-MA15 was viable and replicated to high 
titers in Vero cells (Supplementary Fig. 2b). Similarly to SARS, SHC014-MA15 also 
required a functional ACE2 molecule for entry and could use human, civet and bat ACE2 
orthologs (Supplementary Fig. 2c,d). To test the ability of the SHC014 spike to mediate 
infection of the human airway, we examined the sensitivity of the human epithelial airway 
cell line Calu-3 2B4 (ref. 2) to infection and found robust SHC014-MA15 replication, 
comparable to that of SARS-CoV Urbani (Fig. le). To extend these findings, primary human 
airway epithelial (HAE) cultures were infected and showed robust replication of both viruses 
(Fig. 1 d). Together, the data confirm the ability of viruses with the SHC0 14 spike to infect 

72 



human airway cells and underscore the potential threat of cross-species transmission of 
SHC014-CoV. 
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SARS-like viruses replicate in human airway cells and produce in vivo pathogenesis. 
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(a) The full-length genome sequences ofrepresentative Co Vs were aligned and phylogenetically 
mapped as described in the Online Methods. The scale bar represents nucleotide substitutions, with 
only bootstrap support above 70% being labeled. The tree shows Co Vs divided into three distinct 
phylogenetic groups, defined as a-Co Vs, P-CoVs and y-CoVs. Classical subgroup clusters are 
marked as 2a, 2b, 2c and 2d for the P-Co Vs and as 1 a and 1 b for the a-Co Vs. (b) Amino acid 
sequences of the Sl domains of the spikes ofrepresentative P-CoVs of the 2b group, including 
SARS-CoV, were aligned and phylogenetically mapped. The scale bar represents amino acid 
substitutions. (c,d) Viral replication of SARS-CoV Urbani (black) and SHC014-MA15 (green) after 
infection of Calu-3 2B4 cells (c) or well-differentiated, primary air-liquid interface HAE cell cultures 
(d) at a multiplicity of infection (MOI) of0.01 for both cell types. Samples were collected at 
individual time points with biological replicates (n = 3) for both Calu-3 and HAE experiments. (e,f) 
Weight loss (n = 9 for SARS-CoV MAIS; n = 16 for SHC014-MA15) (e) and viral replication in the 
lungs (n = 3 for SARS-CoV MA15; n = 4 for SHC014-MA15) (t) of 10-week-old BALB/c mice 
infected with 1 x 104 p.f.u. of mouse-adapted SARS-CoV MAIS (black) or SHC014-MA15 (green) 
via the intranasal (i.n.) route. (g,h) Representative images of lung sections stained for SARS-CoV N 
antigen from mice infected with SARS-CoV MAIS (n = 3 mice) (g) or SHC014-MA 15 (n = 4 mice) 
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(h) are shown. For each graph, the center value represents the group mean, and the error bars define 
the s.e.m. Scale bars, 1 mm. 

To evaluate the role of the SHC014 spike in mediating infection in vivo, we infected 10-
week-old BALB/c mice with 104 plaque-forming units (p.f.u.) of either SARS-MA15 or 
SHC014-MA15 (Fig. le- h). Animals infected with SARS-MA15 experienced rapid weight 
loss and lethality by 4 d post infection (d.p.i.); in contrast, SHC014-MA15 infection 
produced substantial weight loss ( 10%) but no lethality in mice (Eig. 1 e ). Examination of 
viral replication revealed nearly equivalent viral titers from the lungs of mice infected with 
SARS-MA15 or SHC014-MA15 (Fig. lf). Whereas lungs from the SARS-MA15-infected 
mice showed robust staining in both the terminal bronchioles and the lung parenchyma 2 
d.p.i. (Fig. 1 g), those of SHCO 14-MA 15-infected mice showed reduced airway antigen 
staining (Fig. 1 h); in contrast, no deficit in antigen staining was observed in the parenchyma 
or in the overall histology scoring, suggesting differential infection oflung tissue for 
SHC014-MA15 (Supplementary Table 2). We next analyzed infection in more susceptible, 
aged (12-month-old) animals. SARS-MA15- infected animals rapidly lost weight and 
succumbed to infection (Supplementary Fig. 3a,b). SHC014-MA15 infection induced robust 
and sustained weight loss, but had minimal lethality. Trends in the histology and antigen 
staining patterns that we observed in young mice were conserved in the older animals 
(Supplementary Table 3). We excluded the possibility that SHC014-MA15 was mediating 
infection through an alternative receptor on the basis of experiments using Ace2-1- mice, 
which did not show weight loss or antigen staining after SHCO 14-MA 15 infection 
(Supplementary Fig. 4a,b and Supplementary Table 2). Together, the data indicate that 
viruses with the SHCO 14 spike are capable of inducing weight loss in mice in the context of 
a virulent Co V backbone. 

Given the preclinical efficacy of Ebola monoclonal antibody therapies, such as ZMApplQ, we 
next sought to determine the efficacy of SARS-Co V monoclonal antibodies against infection 
with SHC014-MA15. Four broadly neutralizing human monoclonal antibodies targeting 
SARS-Co V spike protein had been previously reported and are probable reagents for 
immunotherapyllJl.U. We examined the effect of these antibodies on viral replication 
( expressed as percentage inhibition of viral replication) and found that whereas wild-type 
SARS-CoV Urbani was strongly neutralized by all four antibodies at relatively low antibody 
concentrations (Eig. 2a---d), neutralization varied for SH CO 14-MA 15. Fm 6, an antibody 
generated by phage display and escape mutants11.11, achieved only background levels of 
inhibition of SHC014-MA15 replication (Fig. 2a). Similarly, antibodies 230.15 and 227.14, 
which were derived from memory B cells of SARS-CoV-infected patientsu , also failed to 
block SHC014-MA15 replication (Fig. 2b,c). For all three antibodies, differences between 
the SARS and SHC014 spike amino acid sequences corresponded to direct or adjacent 
residue changes found in SARS-CoY escape mutants (fm6 N479R; 230.15 L443V; 227.14 
K390Q/E), which probably explains the absence of the antibodies' neutralizing activity 
against SHC014. Finally, monoclonal antibody 109.8 was able to achieve 50% neutralization 
of SHC014-MA15, but only at high concentrations (10 µg/ml) (Fig. 2d). Together, the results 
demonstrate that broadly neutralizing antibodies against SARS-Co V may only have marginal 
efficacy against emergent SARS-like CoY strains such as SHC014. 
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Figure 2 

SARS-CoV monoclonal antibodies have marginal efficacy against SARS-like CoVs. 

(a- d) Neutralization assays evaluating efficacy (measured as reduction in the number of plaques) of 
a panel of monoclonal antibodies, which were all originally generated against epidemic SARS-CoV, 
against infection of Yero cells with SARS-CoY Urbani (black) or SHC0l4-MA15 (green). The 
antibodies tested were fm6 (n = 3 for Urbani; n = 5 for SHC014-MA15)li..!l (a), 230.15 (n = 3 for 
Urbani; n = 2 for SHC014-MA15) (b), 227.15 (n = 3 for Urbani; n = 5 for SHC014-MA15) (c) and 
109.8 (n = 3 for Urbani; n = 2 for SHC014-MA15}!1 (d). Each data point represents the group mean 
and error bars define the s.e.m. Note that the error bars in SARS-CoV Urbani-infected Vero cells 
in b,c are overlapped by the symbols and are not visible. 
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To evaluate the efficacy of existing vaccines against infection with SHC014-MA15, we 
vaccinated aged mice with double-inactivated whole SARS-CoV (DIV). Previous work 
showed that DIV could neutralize and protect young mice from challenge with a homologous 
virusH; however, the vaccine failed to protect aged animals in which augmented immune 
pathology was also observed, indicating the possibility of the animals being harmed because 
of the vaccinationu . Here we found that DIV did not provide protection from challenge with 
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SHC014-MA15 with regards to weight loss or viral titer (Supplementary Fig. 5a,b). 
Consistent with a previous report with other heterologous group 2b Covsu , serum from 
DIV-vaccinated, aged mice also failed to neutralize SHC014-MA15 (Supplementary Fig. 
5c). Notably, DIV vaccination resulted in robust immune pathology (Supplementary Table 4) 
and eosinophilia (Supplementary Fig. 5d- f). Together, these results confirm that the DIV 
vaccine would not be protective against infection with SHC014 and could possibly augment 
disease in the aged vaccinated group. 

In contrast to vaccination of mice with DIV, the use of SHC014-MA15 as a live, attenuated 
vaccine showed potential cross-protection against challenge with SARS-CoV, but the results 
have important caveats. We infected young mice with 104 p.f.u. of SHC014-MA15 and 
observed them for 28 d. We then challenged the mice with SARS-MA15 at day 29 
(Supplementary Fig. 6a). The prior infection of the mice with the high dose of SHC014-
MA15 conferred protection against challenge with a lethal dose of SARS-MA15, although 
there was only a minimal SARS-Co V neutralization response from the antisera elicited 28 d 
after SHC014-MA15 infection (Supplementary Fig. 6b, 1:200). In the absence of a secondary 
antigen boost, 28 d.p.i. represents the expected peak of antibody titers and implies that there 
will be diminished protection against SARS-Co V over timelii,11. Similar results showing 
protection against challenge with a lethal dose of SARS-Co V were observed in aged BALB/c 
mice with respect to weight loss and viral replication (Supplementary Fig. 6c,d). However, 
the SHC0 14-MAl 5 infection dose of 104 p.f.u. induced > 10% weight loss and lethality in 
some aged animals (Fig. 1 and Supplementary Fig. 3). We found that vaccination with a 
lower dose of SHC014-MA15 (100 p.f.u.), did not induce weight loss, but it also failed to 
protect aged animals from a SARS-MA15 lethal dose challenge (Supplementary Fig. 6e,:f). 
Together, the data suggest that SHC014-MA15 challenge may confer cross-protection 
against SARS-Co V through conserved epitopes, but the required dose induces pathogenesis 
and precludes use as an attenuated vaccine. 

Having established that the SHC0 14 spike has the ability to mediate infection of human cells 
and cause disease in mice, we next synthesized a full-length SHC0 14-Co V infectious clone 
based on the approach used for SARS-CoV (Fig. 3a)i. Replication in Vero cells revealed no 
deficit for SHC014-CoV relative to that for SARS-CoV (Fig. 3b); however, SHC014-CoV 
was significantly (P < 0.01) attenuated in primary HAE cultures at both 24 and 48 h after 
infection (Fig. 3c). Jn vivo infection of mice demonstrated no significant weight loss but 
showed reduced viral replication in lungs of full-length SHC014-CoV infection, as compared 
to SARS-CoV Urbani (Fig. 3d,e). Together, the results establish the viability of full-length 
SHC014-CoV, but suggest that further adaptation is required for its replication to be 
equivalent to that of epidemic SARS-Co V in human respiratory cells and in mice. 
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Full-length SHC014-CoV replicates in human airways but lacks the virulence of epidemic SARS

CoV. 

(a) Schematic of the SHC0 14-CoV molecular clone, which was synthesized as six contiguous 
cDNAs (designated SHC014A, SHC014B, SHC014C, SHC014D, SHC014E and SHC014F) flanked 
by unique Bgll sites that allowed for directed assembly of the full-length cDNA expressing open 
reading frames (for la, lb, spike, 3, envelope, matrix, 6-8 and nucleocapsid). Underlined nucleotides 
represent the overhang sequences formed after restriction enzyme cleavage. (b,c) Viral replication of 
SARS-CoV Urbani (black) or SHC014-CoV (green) after infection of Vero cells (b) or well
differentiated, primary air-liquid interface HAE cell cultures (c) at an MOI of 0.01. Samples were 
collected at individual time points with biological replicates (n = 3) for each group. Data represent 
one experiment for both Vero and HAE cells. (d,e) Weight loss (n = 3 for SARS-CoV MAIS, n = 7 
for SHC0l4-CoV; n = 6 for SARS-Urbani) (d) and viral replication in the lungs (n = 3 for SARS
Urbani and SHC014-CoV) (e) of 10-week-old BALB/c mice infected with 1 x 105 p.f.u. of SARS
CoV MA 15 (gray), SHC014-CoV (green) or SARS-CoV Urbani (black) via the i.n. route. Each data 
point represents the group mean, and error bars define the s.e.m. **P < 0.01 and ***P < 0.001 using 
two-tailed Student's !-test of individual time points. 

During the SARS-Co V epidemic, links were quickly established between palm civets and the 
Co V strains that were detected in humans". Building on this finding, the common emergence 
paradigm argues that epidemic SARS-Co V originated as a bat virus, jumped to civets and 
incorporated changes within the receptor-binding domain (RBD) to improve binding to civet 
Ace2 (ref. .l.B.). Subsequent exposure to people in live-animal markets pennitted human 
infection with the civet strain, which, in tum, adapted to become the epidemic strain (Fig. 
4a). However, phylogenetic analysis suggests that early human SARS strains appear more 
closely related to bat strains than to civet strainslR. Therefore, a second paradigm argues that 
direct bat-human transmission initiated SARS-CoV emergence and that palm civets served as 
a secondary host and reservoir for continued infection (Fig. 4b).!2. For both paradigms, spike 
adaptation in a secondary host is seen as a necessity, with most mutations expected to occur 
within the RBD, thereby facilitating improved infection. Both theories imply that pools of 
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bat Co Vs are limited and that host-range mutations are both random and rare, reducing the 
likelihood of future emergence events in humans. 
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Emergence paradigms for coronaviruses. 
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Coronavirus strains arc maintained in quasi-species pools circulating in bat populations. (a,b) 
Traditional SARS-Co V emergence theories posit that host-range mutants (red circle) represent 
random and rare occurrences that pennit infection of alternative hosts. The secondary-host paradigm 
(a) argues that a nonhuman host is infected by a bat progenitor virus and, through adaptation, 
facilitates transmission to humans; subsequent replication in humans leads to the epidemic viral 
strain. The direct paradigm (b) suggests that transmission occurs between bats and humans without 
the requirement of an intermediate host; selection then occurs in the human population with closely 
related viruses replicating in a secondary host, permitting continued viral persistence and adaptation 
in both. ( c) The data from chimeric SARS-like viruses argue that the quasi-species pools maintain 
multiple viruses capable of infecting human cells without the need for mutations (red circles). 
Although adaptations in secondary or human hosts may be required for epidemic emergence, if 
SHC0I4 spike-containing viruses recombined with virulent CoV backbones (circles with green 

78 



outlines), then epidemic disease may be the result in humans. Existing data support elements of al l 
three paradigms. 

Although our study does not invalidate the other emergence routes, it does argue for a third 
paradigm in which circulating bat Co V pools maintain 'poised' spike proteins that are capable 
of infecting humans without mutation or adaptation (Fig. 4c ). This hypothesis is illustrated 
by the ability of a chin1eric virus containing the SHC0 14 spike in a SARS-Co V backbone to 
cause robust infection in both human airway cultures and in mice without RBD adaptation. 
Coupled with the observation of previously identified pathogenic Co V backbones.1~, our 
results suggest that the starting materials required for SARS-like emergent strains are 
currently circulating in animal reservoirs. Notably, although full-length SHC014-CoV 
probably requires additional backbone adaption to mediate human disease, the documented 
high-frequency recombination events in Co V families underscores the possibility of future 
emergence and the need for further preparation. 

To date, genomics screens of animal populations have primarily been used to identify novel 
viruses in outbreak settingsll. The approach here extends these data sets to examine questions 
of viral emergence and therapeutic efficacy. We consider viruses with the SHC014 spike a 
potential threat owing to their ability to replicate in primary human airway cultures, the best 
available model for human disease. In addition, the observed pathogenesis in mice indicates 
a capacity for SHC014-containing viruses to cause disease in mammalian models, without 
RBD adaptation. Notably, differential tropism in the lung as compared to that with SARS
MA 15 and attenuation of full-length SHC014-CoV in HAE cultures relative to SARS-CoV 
Urbani suggest that factors beyond ACE2 binding-including spike processivity, receptor 
bio-availability or antagonism of the host immune responses-may contribute to emergence. 
However, further testing in nonhuman primates is required to translate these finding into 
pathogenic potential in humans. Importantly, the failure of available therapeutics defines a 
critical need for further study and for the development of treatments. With this knowledge, 
surveillance programs, diagnostic reagents and effective treatments can be produced that are 
protective against the emergence of group 2b-specific Co Vs, such as SHC014, and these can 
be applied to other Co V branches that maintain similarly heterogeneous pools. 

In addition to offering preparation against future emerging viruses, this approach must be 
considered in the context of the US government- mandated pause on gain-of-function (GOF) 
studiesll. On the basis of previous models of emergence (Fig. 4a,b ), the creation of chimeric 
viruses such as SHC014-MA15 was not expected to increase pathogenicity. Although 
SHC014-MA15 is attenuated relative to its parental mouse-adapted SARS-CoV, similar 
studies examining the pathogenicity of Co Vs with the wild-type Urbani spike within the 
MA15 backbone showed no weight loss in mice and reduced viral replicationn . Thus, 
relative to the Urbani spike-MA15 CoV, SHC014-MA15 shows a gain in pathogenesis (Fig. 
l ). On the basis of these findings, scientific review panels may deem similar studies building 
chimeric viruses based on circulating strains too risky to pursue, as increased pathogenicity 
in mammalian models cannot be excluded. Coupled with restrictions on mouse-adapted 
strains and the development of monoclonal antibodies using escape mutants, research into 
CoV emergence and therapeutic efficacy may be severely limited moving forward. Together, 
these data and restrictions represent a crossroads of GOF research concerns; the potential to 
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prepare for and mitigate future outbreaks must be weighed against the risk of creating more 
dangerous pathogens. In developing policies moving forward, it is important to consider the 
value of the data generated by these studies and whether these types of chimeric virus studies 
warrant further investigation versus the inherent risks involved. 

Overall, our approach has used metagenomics data to identify a potential threat posed by the 
circulating bat SARS-like Co V SHC0 14. Because of the ability of chimeric SHC0 14 viruses 
to replicate in human airway cultures, cause pathogenesis in vivo and escape current 
therapeutics, there is a need for both surveillance and improved therapeutics against 
circulating SARS-like viruses. Our approach also unlocks the use of metagenomics data to 
predict viral emergence and to apply this knowledge in preparing to treat future emerging 
virus infections. 

Goto: 

Methods 

Viruses, cells, in vitro infection and plaque assays. 

Wild-type SARS-CoV (Urbani), mouse-adapted SARS-CoV (MAIS) and chimeric SARS
like Co Vs were cultured on Vero E6 cells (obtained from United States Army Medical 
Research Institute oflnfectious Diseases), grown in Dulbecco's modified Eagle's medium 
(DMEM) (Gibco, CA) and 5% fetal clone serum (FCS) (Hyclone, South Logan, UT) along 
with antibiotic/antimycotic (Gibco, Carlsbad, CA). DBT cells (Barie laboratory, source 
unknown) expressing A CE2 orthologs have been previously described for both human and 
civet; bat Ace2 sequence was based on that from Rhinolophus leschenaulti, and DBT cells 
expressing bat Ace2 were established as described previously~. Pseudotyping experiments 
were similar to those using an HIV-based pseudovirus, prepared as previously described.!..Q, 
and examined on HeLa cells (Wuhan Institute of Virology) that expressed ACE2 orthologs. 
HeLa cells were grown in minimal essential medium (MEM) (Gibco, CA) supplemented 
with 10% FCS (Gibco, CA) as previously described~. Growth curves in Vero E6, DBT, 
Calu-3 2B4 and primary human airway epithelial cells were performed as previously 
describedR-~. None of the working cell line stocks were authenticated or tested for 
mycoplasma recently, although the original seed stocks used to create the working stocks are 
free from contamination. Human lungs for HAE cultures were procured under University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill Institutional Review Board-approved protocols. HAE cultures 
represent highly differentiated human airway epithelium containing ciliated and non-ciliated 
epithelial cells as well as goblet cells. The cultures are also grown on an air-liquid interface 
for several weeks before use, as previously described~ . Briefly, cells were washed with PBS 
and inoculated with virus or mock-diluted in PBS for 40 min at 37 °C. After inoculation, 
cells were washed three times and fresh medium was added to signify time '0'. Three or more 
biological replicates were harvested at each described time point. No blinding was used in 
any sample collections nor were samples randomized. All virus cultivation was performed in 
a biosafety level (BSL) 3 laboratory with redundant fans in the biosafety cabinets, as 
described previously by our groupi. All personnel wore powered air purifying respirators 
(Breathe Easy, 3M) with Tyvek suits, aprons and booties and were double-gloved. 
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Sequence clustering and structural modeling. 

The full-length genomic sequences and the amino acid sequences of the Sl domains of the 
spike of representative Co Vs were downloaded from Gen bank or Pathosystems Resource 
Integration Center (PATRIC), aligned with ClustalX and phylogenetically compared by 
using maximum likelihood estimation using 100 bootstraps or by using the PhyML 
(https://code.google.com/p/phyml/) package, respectively. The tree was generated using 
maximum likelihood with the PhyML package. The scale bar represents nucleotide 
substitutions. Only nodes with bootstrap support above 70% are labeled. The tree shows that 
Co Vs are divided into three distinct phylogenetic groups defined as a-Co Vs, P-CoVs and y
CoVs. Classical subgroup clusters are marked as 2a, 2b, 2c and 2d for P-CoVs, and la and lb 
for the a-Co Vs. Structural models were generated using Modeller (Max Planck Institute 
Bioinformatics Toolkit) to generate homology models for SHC014 and Rs3367 of the SARS 
RBD in complex with ACE2 based on crystal structure 2AJF (Protein Data Bank). 
Homology models were visualized and manipulated in MacPyMol (version 1.3). 

Construction of SARS-like chimeric viruses. 

Both wild-type and chimeric viruses were derived from either SARS-CoV Urbani or the 
corresponding mouse-adapted (SARS-CoV MA15) infectious clone (ic) as previously 
describedll. Plasmids containing spike sequences for SHCO 14 were extracted by restriction 
digest and ligated into the E and F plasmid of the MA 15 infectious clone. The clone was 
designed and purchased from Bio Basic as six contiguous cDNAs using published sequences 
flanked by unique class II restriction endonuclease sites (Bgll). Thereafter, plasmids 
containing wild-type, chimeric SARS-CoV and SHC014-CoV genome fragments were 
amplified, excised, ligated and purified. In vitro transcription reactions were then preformed 
to synthesize full-length genomic RNA, which was transfected into Vero E6 cells as 
previously describedi . The medium from transfected cells was harvested and served as seed 
stocks for subsequent experiments. Chimeric and full-length viruses were confirmed by 
sequence analysis before use in these studies. Synthetic construction of chimeric mutant and 
full-length SHC014-CoV was approved by the University ofNorth Carolina Institutional 
Biosafety Committee and the Dual Use Research of Concern committee. 

Ethics statement. 

This study was carried out in accordance with the recommendations for the care and use of 
animals by the Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW), NIH. The Institutional 
Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) of The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill (UNC, Permit Number A-3410-01) approved the animal study protocol (IACUC #13-
033) used in these studies. 

Mice and in vivo infection. 

Female, 10-week-old and 12-month-old BALB/cAnNHsD mice were ordered from Harlan 
Laboratories. Mouse infections were done as previously described£fl. Briefly, animals were 
brought into a BSL3 laboratory and allowed to acclimate for 1 week before infection. For 

81 



infection and live-attenuated virus vaccination, mice were anesthetized with a mixture of 
ketamine and xylazine and infected intranasally, when challenged, with 50 µl of phosphate
buffered saline (PBS) or diluted virus with three or four mice per time point, per infection 
group per dose as described in the figure legends. For individual mice, notations for infection 
including failure to inhale the entire dose, bubbling of inoculum from the nose, or infection 
through the mouth may have led to exclusion of mouse data at the discretion of the 
researcher; post-infection, no other pre-established exclusion or inclusion criteria are defined. 
No blinding was used in any animal experiments, and animals were not randomized. For 
vaccination, young and aged mice were vaccinated by footpad injection with a 20-µ1 volume 
of either 0.2 µg of double-inactivated SARS-Co V vaccine with alum or mock PBS; mice 
were then boosted with the same regimen 22 d later and challenged 21 d thereafter. For all 
groups, as per protocol, animals were monitored daily for clinical signs of disease (hunching, 
ruffled fur and reduced activity) for the duration of the experiment. Weight loss was 
monitored daily for the first 7 d, after which weight monitoring continued until the animals 
recovered to their initial starting weight or displayed weight gain continuously for 3 d. All 
mice that lost greater than 20% of their starting body weight were ground-fed and further 
monitored multiple times per day as long as they were under the 20% cutoff. Mice that lost 
greater than 30% of their starting body weight were immediately sacrificed as per protocol. 
Any mouse deemed to be moribund or unlikely to recover was also humanely sacrificed at 
the discretion of the researcher. Euthanasia was performed using an isoflurane overdose and 
death was confirmed by cervical dislocation. All mouse studies were performed at the 
University ofNorth Carolina (Animal Welfare Assurance #A3410-01) using protocols 
approved by the UNC Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC). 

Histological analysis. 

The left lung was removed and submerged in 10% buffered formalin (Fisher) without 
inflation for 1 week. Tissues were embedded in paraffin and 5-µm sections were prepared by 
the UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer Center histopathology core facility. To 
determine the extent of antigen staining, sections were stained for viral antigen using a 
commercially available polyclonal SARS-Co V anti-nucleocapsid antibody (Imgenex) and 
scored in a blinded manner by for staining of the airway and parenchyma as previously 
described~. Images were captured using an Olympus BX41 microscope with an Olympus 
DP71 camera. 

Virus neutralization assays. 

Plaque reduction neutralization titer assays were performed with previously characterized 
antibodies against SARS-Co V, as previously describedti,12.,.U_ Briefly, neutralizing antibodies 
or serum was serially diluted twofold and incubated with 100 p.f.u. of the different infectious 
clone SARS-CoV strains for 1 hat 37 °C. The virus and antibodies were then added to a 6-
well plate with 5 x 105 Vero E6 cells/well with multiple replicates (n 2: 2). After a 1-h 
incubation at 37 °C, cells were overlaid with 3 ml of 0.8% agarose in medium. Plates were 
incubated for 2 d at 3 7 °C, stained with neutral red for 3 h and plaques were counted. The 
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percentage of plaque reduction was calculated as ( 1 - (no. of plaques with antibody/no. of 
plaques without antibody)) x 100. 

Statistical analysis. 

All experiments were conducted contrasting two experimental groups ( either two viruses, or 
vaccinated and unvaccinated cohorts). Therefore, significant differences in viral titer and 
histology scoring were determined by a two-tailed Student's t-test at individual time points. 
Data was normally distributed in each group being compared and had similar variance. 

Biosafety and biosecurity. 

Reported studies were initiated after the University of North Carolina Institutional Biosafety 
Committee approved the experimental protocol (Project Title: Generating infectious clones 
of bat SARS-like CoVs; Lab Safety Plan ID: 20145741 ; Schedule G ID: 12279). These 
studies were initiated before the US Government Deliberative Process Research Funding 
Pause on Selected Gain-of-Function Research Involving Influenza, MERS and SARS 
Viruses (http://www.phe.gov/s3/dualuse/Documents/gain-of-function.pdf). This paper has 
been reviewed by the funding agency, the NIH. Continuation of these studies was requested, 
and this has been approved by the NIH. 

SARS-Co V is a select agent. All work for these studies was performed with approved 
standard operating procedures (SOPs) and safety conditions for SARS-CoV, MERs-CoV and 
other related Co Vs. Our institutional Co V BSL3 facilities have been designed to conform to 
the safety requirements that are recommended in the Biosafety in Microbiological and 
Biomedical Laboratories (BMBL), the US Department of Health and Human Services, the 
Public Health Service, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the NIH. Laboratory 
safety plans were submitted to, and the facility has been approved for use by, the UNC 
Department of Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) and the CDC. Electronic card access 
is required for entry into the facility. All workers have been trained by EHS to safely use 
powered air purifying respirators (PAP Rs), and appropriate work habits in a BSL3 facility 
and active medical surveillance plans are in place. Our Co V BSL3 facilities contain 
redundant fans, emergency power to fans and biological safety cabinets and freezers, and our 
facilities can accommodate SealSafe mouse racks. Materials classified as BSL3 agents 
consist of SARS-CoV, bat CoV precursor strains, MERS-CoV and mutants derived from 
these pathogens. Within the BSL3 facilities, experimentation with infectious virus is 
performed in a certified Class II Biosafety Cabinet (BSC). All members of the staff wear 
scrubs, Tyvek suits and aprons, PAP Rs and shoe covers, and their hands are double-gloved. 
BSL3 users are subject to a medical surveillance plan monitored by the University Employee 
Occupational Health Clinic (UEOHC), which includes a yearly physical, annual influenza 
vaccination and mandatory reporting of any symptoms associated with Co V infection during 
periods when working in the BSL3. All BSL3 users are trained in exposure management and 
reporting protocols, are prepared to self-quarantine and have been trained for safe delivery to 
a local infectious disease management department in an emergency situation. All potential 
exposure events are reported and investigated by EHS and UEOHC, with reports filed to 
both the CDC and the NIH. 
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Not possible novel coronavirus engineered in lab: experts 

Source:Global Times Published: 2020/2/3 18:38:41 

o The claim that the novel coronavirus was engineered in a Jab has been refuted 

o Virologists say that humans are not able to create such virus, and the a/legation 
suggesting otherwise is groundless 

o People should think twice when faced with conspiracy theories at the moment, 
experts suggest 

Photo: VCG 
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An article published by scientists in India implying the novel coronavirus possibly 
originates from the Wuhan Institute of Virology has received widespread criticism. 

Research fellow Shi Zhengli, whose team was involved in analyzing the virus, said on 
her WeChat on Sunday afternoon "the 2019 novel coronavirus is a punishment by 
nature to humans' unsanitary life style. I promise with my life that the virus has nothing 
to do with the lab." 

Ahead of Shi's reply, the Indian scientists had decided to withdraw the article. 

This is not the first article implying the coronavirus is "not from the nature." A 2015 
article on the website of the Scientist magazine has also been mentioned again. Some 
net users use the article, titled "Lab-Made Coronavirus Triggers Debate," to suggest the 
2019 coronavirus might be engineered by humans. 

However, such a thesis is groundless, according to experts. 

"With current technology, scientists cannot create a new virus from nothing. Even if the 
genomic sequence of the novel coronavirus is 80 percent similar to the SARS', humans 
could not make the novel coronavirus out of SARS virus with design," Yi Xiao 
(pseudonym), a virologist from a Chinese university, told the Global Times on Sunday. 

"In front of conspiracy theory, we should all think twice and think about ourselves, 
instead of blaming others," Yang Gonghuan, a former vice director of the Chinese 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention, told the Global Times. 

Study with loopholes 

The academic analysis by nine researchers from the India Institute of Technology was 
published on January 31 on bioRxiv titled "Uncanny similarity of unique inserts in the 
2019-nCoV spike protein to HIV-1 gp120 and Gag." 

Meanwhile, the article has been withdrawn as of press time. The website bioRxiv wrote 
on its page that "these are preliminary reports that have not been peer-reviewed. They 
should not be regarded as conclusive, guide clinical practice/health-related behavior, or 
be reported in news media as established information." 

According to the article, Indian scientists found "amino acid residues in the 4 insertions 
in the spike glycoprotein (S) which are unique to the 2019-nCoV have identity or 
similarity to those in the HIV-1 gp120 or HIV-1 Gag." Therefore, they suspect the novel 
coronavirus is man-made. 
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However, Yi, the virologist, said the research is garbling. "The article said that the four 
insertions are unique in the novel coronavirus. However, several viruses like SARS 
have these loci." 

The inserts the scientists used to compare with the ones in HIV also exist in many other 
viruses. "But the article picked HIV to draw public attention. It's like a table and a horse 
both have four legs, but you could not say they are connected." 

David Liu, a Harvard chemist whose lab originally developed CRISPR base editing 
technology, said that the research of the Indian scientists is like looking for a key only 
under a street lamp. 

Two questions 

An unknown virus "was made" by people and "leaked" from the lab, leading to a tragic 
plague - such a plot can be seen in many movies. They have been borrowed by 
someone to support their conspiracy theories of the outbreak of the novel coronavirus. 

Some individuals spread articles on their social media accounts, claiming some viruses, 
including SARS and the current novel coronavirus evolved too fast in recent years, 
suggesting they may have been made in labs or were part of a bio-attack. 

"No evidence could prove that the novel coronavirus has muted more quickly," Yi told 
the Global Times, noting that the rate of mutation of the base group has a rigid 
computing method. 

For example, there are three patients each from yesterday, today and tomorrow. The 
second patient was infected by the first one and the third one was infected by the 
second one. During the transmission of the virus, there might be a mutation of the virus. 
We have the viruses from the three patients tested and then compare the changes of 
base group in these viruses. Based on the data, we may estimate the rate of the 
mutation of the virus in a year. 

"Now someone claimed viruses have quickly evolved, and what is the data to support 
the claim?" Yi asked. 

Yi said three reasons to explain why people feel there are more infectious diseases or 
viruses in recent years - people have more interactions with wild animals which adds 
the chances of being infected by viruses; more new viruses have been found thanks to 
quickly developed technologies; people-to-people exchanges have increased, which 
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means people living in every corner of the world may be infected by someone else who 
travels globally. 

The Huanan Seafood Market in Wuhan, capital of Central China's Hubei Province and the 
epiccenter of the novel coronavirues, is believed to be the origin of the virus. Photos: CNS photo 

In response to the "sudden disappearance of SARS," Yang said authorities have taken 
great efforts to stop people from eating the civet cat which helped reduce the 
transmission of SARS. 

SARS coronavirus, which was identified in 2003, is thought to be an animal virus from a 
not-yet-certain animal reservoir, perhaps bats, that spread to other animals, including 
civet cats and infected humans in Guangdong Province in 2002, according to an article 
from the WHO website. 

As to the current outbreak of the novel coronavirus, Shi once warned in a speech in 
2018 that "even though SARS did not come back over the past few years, there are 
viruses similar to SARS still existing in nature. If we human beings do not keep alert, it 
is still possible to be infected by these viruses or be infected via other animals." 

Not 'made' by people 

Can viruses be made by human beings with the current technologies? An article 
published by the US-based Nature Medicine magazine in November 2015 was 
frequently cited by some people to support their claims that "the novel coronavirus might 
not be from nature." 

The Nature Medicine article introduces the team of Ralph Barie from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill who examined the disease potential of a SARS-like virus, 
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SHC014-CoV. The results indicate that group 2b viruses encoding the SHC014 spike in 
a wild-type backbone can efficiently use multiple orthologs of the SARS receptor human 
angiotensin converting enzyme II (ACE2), replicate efficiently in primary human airway 
cells and achieve in vitro titers equivalent to epidemic strains of SARS-CoV. 

"In term of the current technologies, there is no difficulty in editing and compounding 
virus. But limited by our knowledge, it is impossible to make a virus that does not exist 
in nature," Yi said, noting that the novel coronavirus could not be "made" by people. 

How "novel" is this novel coronavirus? By analyzing the virus on genomic research, 
researchers found the novel coronavirus is 79 percent similar to SARS and 50 percent 
similar to MERS. The virus might be a close "relative" to SARS, but has different 
characteristics and it is not a mutation of SARS. 

Yi told the Global Times that even the novel coronavirus has 80 percent similarity to 
SARS on genomic sequence, human beings cannot edit SARS into the novel 
coronavirus. 

Wang Wei, head of Hubei Provincial Science and Techonology Department, told a 
press conference on Sunday that researches showed the novel coronavirus has 96 
percent of consistency with a coronavirus found in a kind of bat. 

"The novel coronavirus is so novel and even top scientists and their groups on bat 
coronavirus could only get the genomic sequence tested, not to mention isolate of the 
virus or even cultivate the virus," Yi said. 

Conspiracy theories 

China is not alone in the prevalence of conspiracy theories during disasters. There are 
also many examples abroad in the history. 

Zhang Yiwu, a professor at Peking University, told the Global Times on Monday that a 
process is required for scientific understanding when new things appear, so the 
conclusion must be delayed. It's inevitable many kinds of speculation will prevail during 
th is period. 

At the same time, when the society is filled with anxiety, people need a complete logical 
chain to get a reasonable explanation, he explained, adding that, conspiracy theories 
don't go away in a short time without a strong explanation from scientists who criticize 
and blame them. 

"However, conspiracy theories can't go mainstream. In the end, it's up to the 
mainstream scientific community to solve the problem," Zhang noted. 
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Yi suggested ordinary people must believe in science. 

"If people all believe in conspiracy theories and such nonsense, the way of thinking it 
forms will do great harm to the scientific literacy of people in our country," he said. 

It will eventually lead to social regression, leading us to deviate from the correct line in 
many aspects, Yi noted. 

Yang offered the same advice, saying when faced with confronting conspiracy theories, 
each of us should think more and reflect more on our own behavior, instead of throwing 
the blame onto others. 
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Coronavirus COVID-19 (SARS-CoV-2) 

Paul G. Auwaerter, M.D. 

Updated: April 27, 2020 

MICROBIOLOGY 

• Coronaviruses 
o Positive sense, single-strand enveloped RNA virus belonging to the family Coronaviridae. 
o Coronavirus name derived from the Latin corona, meaning crown. Viral envelope under 

electron microscopy appears crown-like due to small bulbar projections formed by the viral 
spike (S) peplomers. 

• This topic covers the novel coronavirus 2019 (2019-nCoV) now refe1Ted to as SARS-CoV-2. 
• For discussion of other coronaviruses, see individual highlighted modules: 

o Coronavirus for common human respiratory coronavirus infections. 
o SARS for the SARS-CoV virus, not known to circulate since 2002-2003. 
o MERS for the MERS-Co V virus, causing sporadic infections, mostly in the Arabian 

peninsula since 2012. 
o Coronaviruses also commonly infect birds and mammals causing gastroenteritis and 

respiratory infections. 
• SARS-CoV-2 appears to have been a zoonotic infection that has adapted to humans. 

o Origin is uncertain although bats implicated. 
o Genetic analysis shows a great similarity to bat SARS-like coronavirus 

(genus Betacoronavirus, subgenus Sarbecovirus). 

CLINICAL 

• COVID-19 (novel coronavirus disease-2019) is the disease, SARS-CoV-2 is the virus. 
Epidemiology 

• COVID-19 cases 

o Reported in most countries performing testing and all continents except Antarctica 
• Declared a pandemic by the WH 0 

o Real-time global repo1ts available through Coronavirus COVID-19 Global Cases 
Dashboard by Johns Hopkins CSSE. 

• Risk groups 
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o Older age, especially > 65 yrs and people with comorbidities appear more likely to develop 
an infection and severe symptoms and be at risk for death. 

• Males are more affected, especially with critical illness COVID-19. 
o Younger adults are also being hospitalized in the U.S. 

• Adults 20-44 account for 20% of hospitalizations, 12% of ICU admissions. 
o Obesity appears to be emerging as a risk factor for 2: 18 years. 
o Children appear less symptomatic with infection and less prone to severe illness. 

• Seasonality 
o Although typical respiratory coronaviruses are seen mostly in winter in the Northern 

Hemisphere, in some countries, such as Thailand, they circulate year-round. 
• Unclear if SARS-CoV-2 will follow the traditional respiratory season with a decrease in 

the late spring and summer. 
• MERS-Co V is now seen sporadically year-round but more so during winte1time. 

Transmission 

• By respiratory droplets and by fomite. Virus found in respiratory secretions and saliva. 
• Viral shedding by asymptomatic people may represent 25-50% of total infections. 

o Viral shedding may antedate symptoms by 1- 2 days. 
o Viral titers are highest in the earliest phases of infection. 

• Why widespread and rapid transmission occurs is not completely certain, and is provoking 
changes in public health recommendations as well as anxieties. 

o Asymptomatically infected people who shed and spread is a likely explanation. 
• People who are not ill will not as carefully take measures to avoid spread. 
• This is in large part the rationale behind universal mask use. 

o Aerosol spread could occur; thought to be mostly in hospital settings. 
• Airborne transmission frequency is debated. 
• Some widely publicized evidence is based on experimental aerosolization rather than 

human studies. 
• To date, there has not been a well documented case of aerosol transmission ( e.g., 

through HV AC ventilatory systems or airplanes). 
• Stool shedding also described later in disease, but uncertain what role, if any, that plays. 
Incubation period 

• Mean of 5-6 days, range 2- 12. 
• For people quarantined, 14d observation recommended to exclude infection, though 24d 

asymptomatic time from exposure described. 
• Viral shedding occurs following recovery, but unclear what role this plays in transmission. 
• Children and intrafamilial spread appear to be a growing means of transmission. 
• Some suggest that high viral load may equate with disease severity, but studies to date have 

not standardized. 
Symptoms 

• Fever (44%- 98%) 
o Range may be lower at initial hospital presentation or in the outpatient setting. 
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• Cough (46-82%, usually dry) 
• Shortness of breath at onset (31 % ) 
• Myalgia or fatigue (11-44%) 
• Loss of taste or smell 

o Potential sign in early infection, but not unique to COVID-19 as may be seen with other 
viral infections 

• Less common symptoms: 
o Pharyngitis 
o Headache 
o Productive cough 
o GI symptoms 

■ Have been described as a presenting symptom and potentially heralding more severe 
illness 

o Hemoptysis 
Disease spectrum 

• ~80% of infections are not severe and some may be asymptomatic. 
• Illnesses caused by the virus can be either upper and lower respiratory tract infections. 
• For hospitalized patients with pneumonia, limited studies suggest the disease course: 

o ~50% develop hypoxemia by day 8 
■ Severe illness and cytokine release syndrome appear to develop mostly within 5- 1 0d 

after symptom onset in susceptible patients. 
■ Markers of a severe infection include regular high fevers (>39°C), RR > 30, worsening 

oxygen requirements ( 4-6L nasal cannula), also elevated IL-6 levels (> 40-100), CRP, 
ferritin, d-dimer. 

■ ARDS develops in 17-29% 
o Patients in the ICU often require mechanical ventilation with prone positions recommended 

if poor lung compliance; ECMO used in some centers. 
• Critical Illness experience (Washington State)[1l 

o Small patient series (n = 21) 
■ Age: 70 (mean) 
■ Comorbidities: in 86% 
■ Duration of symptoms: 3.5d (mean) 

o Admission to ICU within 24h of hospitalization: 81 % 
■ Nearly all had radiographic abnormalities at presentation. 

o Leukopenia: in 67% 
■ Mechanical ventilation: in 71 % 

o ARDS in 100% of those who required mechanical ventilation, most developed within 
72h. 

■ Most patients were not in shock, but 67% received vasopressors. 
■ Cardiomyopathy: developed in 33% 

o Unclear if direct viral effect v. critical illness stress 
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• Mortality: 67% ( as of publication date) 
Viral kinetics/immunopathogenesis: three scenarios described:ilil 

• Paucisymptom patient: nasopharyngeal high viral titer (and virus in feces) 
• Symptoms then decompensation (~day 10, respiratory decompensation): low viral titer 

compared to earlier in nasopharyngeal samples 
• Progression/death: high viral titers in upper and lower respiratory samples plus persisting 

vrremrn 
Differential diagnosis 

• Cannot easily distinguish from other causes of a viral respiratory infection such 
as influenza or community-acquired pneumonia based only on clinical grounds, 

COVID-19 testing 
• With limited testing capacities in many U.S. locations, clinicians should use their judgment to 

determine if a patient has signs and symptoms compatible with COVID-19 and whether the 
patient should be tested. 

• The most common symptoms include fever (subjective or confomed) and/or symptoms of 
acute respiratory illness ( e.g., cough, difficulty breathing), myalgia, or initial 
nausea/vomiting/diarrhea. 

• Other considerations that may guide testing are epidemiologic factors such as the occurrence 
oflocal community transmission of COVID-19 infections in a jurisdiction. 

Priority 1 
Ensures optimal care options for all hospitalized patients, lessen the risk of healthcare
associated infections, and maintain the integrity of the U.S. healthcare system. 
• Hospitalized patients 
• Healthcare facility workers with symptoms 
Priority 2 
Ensures those at highest risk of complications of infection are rapidly identified and 
appropriately triaged. 
• Patients in long-term care facilities with symptoms 
• Patients 65 years of age and older with symptoms 
• Patients with underlying conditions with symptoms 
• First responders with symptoms 
Priority 3 
As resources allow, test individuals in the sunounding community of rapidly increasing 
hospital cases to decrease community spread, and ensure the health of essential workers. 
• Critical infrastructure workers with symptoms 
• Individuals who do not meet any of the above categories with symptoms 
• Healthcare facility workers and frrst responders 
• Individuals with mild symptoms in communities experiencing high numbers of COVID-1 9 

hospitalizations 
Non-priority 
• Individuals without symptoms 
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tSource: U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Evaluating and Testing Persons for 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Revised March 24, 2020. 

Priorities for Testing Patients with Suspected COVID-19 Infection (CDC)t 

• In COVID-19 pneumonia 
o Leukopenia in ~ 70% of hospitalized patients 
o LDH may be modestly elevated. 
o LFTs elevated more commonly than in typical Community-Acquired Pneumonia cases 
o Note: the detection of other respiratory viruses in COVID-19 may be as high as 20%. 

• Lab detection of viruses such as RSV, influenza, etc. should not result in the conclusion 
that SARS-2-Co V is not present. 

o Chest CT may show ground-glass opacities that may evolve into consolidation or ARDS. 
• Findings appear to peak at 1 0d of illness, resolution begins after day 14. 
• CT may show lung findings (such as ground-glass opacities) before the development of 

symptoms. 
o Among hospitalized patients, about one-third need to be in the ICU/intubated with an 

ARDS picture. 
• Elevations in IL-6 (> 40- 100), CRP (> lOx normal), ferritin (> 1000) suggested 

correlating with a cytokine release syndrome-like picture and impending ARDS. 
• Confirmatory tests, molecular (PCR) 

o The availability of testing growing, but capacity remains limited in many parts of the U.S . 
• 

o Quest and LabCorp offer PCR testing (3-4d turnaround); specimens must be 
performed in a medical office/institution, not at a laboratory site. 

o Rapid molecular tests now offered (GeneXpert Cepheid < 45 min, ID NOW COVID-
19 Abbot < 15 min). 

o List of molecular tests approved under emergency use authorization (EUA) by the 
FDA 

• PCR sensitivity not known accurately 
o Likely < 90% depending on the assay used, sample procurement methods and stage of 

illness 
o Second and third NP swabs described as needed in some patients; lower respiratory 

specimens (e.g., BAL) may offer superior yields. 
• Serological testing 

o In the U.S., since FDA has allowed bypass of federal approval, more assays will become 
available soon including point-of-care testing. 

• List of serological tests approved under emergency use authorization (EUA) by the FDA 
o However, reservations remain about the utility of available antibody tests and how 

trustworthy they may be for clinical decision-making. 
• Many currently offered tests may not have been sufficiently clinically validated. 
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• FDA has warned not to use these tests yet to implicate authentic infection, protective 
immunity, or to rule out infection. 

o Cannot rule out infection except with molecular respiratory tests 
o Positive results may be due to past or present infection with non-SARS-Co V-2 

coronavirus strains, such as coronavirus HKU 1, NL63, OC43, or 229E. 
o Serologic response 

• One study found the serologic response to a recombinant SARS-CoV-2 nucleocapsid: 
lgM 85.4%, lgA 92.7% (median 5d after the onset of symptoms), and lgG 77.9% (14d 
after onset).I.fil 

• Another study from China using IgM and IgG SARS-Co V-2 specific antibodies found< 
40% seropositive if illness less than 7d, rising to~ 100% 15d or more after onset. 

• The contribution of asymptomatic persons with SARS-Co V-2 to the transmission is not 
well characterized but will be much better understood when validated antibody testing 
available. 

• Viral culture 
o Not recommended 

• Currently commercially available respiratory multiplex molecular panels WILL NOT detect 
COVID-19. 

• Additional details and specimen procurement can be found on the CDC website. 
• See the Prevention section for screening recommendations. 
Mortality 

• Note that early data are from China; there appears to be great variability among countries with 
Italy appearing higher than others. 

• The mortality rate from recent re-analysis of China experience [9th report, WHO 
Collaborating Center Imperial College, London, UK]: 

o Wuhan case fatality rate: 1.38% (0.66% if asymptomatic cases are included). 
o The actual rate remains uncertain due to insufficient serological testing as well as 

underreporting. Rates are likely to vaiy according to country/region/population and 
healthcare system capabilities. 

• The mortality rate is less than that commonly ascribed to severe community-acquired 
pneumonia (12-15%) but more than seasonal influenza (~0.1 %) by 6-lOx. 

• Most deaths in patients with comorbidities and often elderly (> 60 considered a "risk factor") , 
althou h health oun er atients also described. 

COVID-19 Mortality by A c and Prc-Existin Condition* 
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80 14.8 

70-791 8.0 

60-69 3.6 

50-59 1.3 

40-49 0.4 

30-39 0.2 

20-29 0.2 

10-19 0.2 

0-9 None 
• • 
Case fatality rate for COVID-19 based on age and pre-existing conditions. 

*Case Fatality Rate(%)= (number of deaths/ number ofCOVID-19 cases) x 100 for each group 

Source: . Accessed 14 March 2020. 
• Mortality rates in the U.S. from early data (March 2020) compiled by the CDC: 

Age (yrs) Mortality Rate 

2:85 10-27% 

65-84 3-11% 
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Age (yrs) Mortality Rate 

55-64 1- 3% 

20- 54 < 1% 

:::19 0% 

tSevere Outcomes Among Patients with 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
- United States, February 12- March 16, 
2020. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 
ePub: 18 March 2020.lll] 

Mortality rates for reported COVID-
19 cases, by age group -United Sta test 

SITES OF INFECTION 

• Pulmonary 
o Co-infection with other viruses described 

• GI 
o Some patients have nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea at the onset. 

• May herald more serious disease 

o The virus has been recovered from stool, but the significance is uncertain. 

TREATMENT 

General 

• Supportive care, including oxygen, mechanical ventilation if needed 

o Prone positioning appears helpful if worsening despite intubation and ventilation. 
o Johns Hopkins Medical Institution Guidance Document (PDF document) is available with 

frequent updates for a more complete discussion of risks/benefits for using off-label 

medications for COVID-19. 
• Depending on the capabilities of local health systems, public health officials may recommend 

those with minor symptoms to stay home and not seek care in health clinics or hospitals. 

o Limit medical care to those who are short of breath, have severe symptoms, or require 
oxygen and supportive care that is only available in a hospital. 

• No proven efficacy of any drug for humans as of April 21, 2020. 
Antivirals 

Caution is advised as to whether any are effective or safe for COVID-19. 

• A large number of antivirals and immunomodulators are being investigated for treatment or 
prophylaxis. 
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o If a clinical trial available, consider enrolling patients rather than prescribing off-label drug 
use to assist in understanding whether intervention is efficacious for COVID-19. 

o If considering off-label use of available medication, consider data known, risks of drug 
therapy. Many limit considerations only to patients at high risk for serious COVID-19 
disease. 

• Many types of drugs are under investigation including antivirals (protease inhibitors, 
influenza drugs, nucleoside analogs) anti-inflammatories, surface protein antagonists such as 

lecithins.J12 
• Much like with influenza, antiviral drugs if effective likely need to be started early in 

infection course or used as a preventative. 
Candidate therapies: only widely discussed drugs listed below 

• Lopinavir/ritonavir (LPV/RTV) widely used in China and elsewhere; however, COVID-19 
RCT in hospitalized patients who also received other medications yielded no benefit but was 
given relatively late in the disease course.I.fil 

• Chloroquine (CQ) or hydroxychloroguine (HCQ) 
o Reported to have some efficacy in vitro and in limited, very low-quality evidence for 

COVID-19 pneumonia. The mechanism may be by interfering with cellular acidification in 
the phagolysosome.[18][19] 

• Much hype and preliminary reports of efficacy are from press releases or small studies. 
o Gautret et al. suggest decreased SARS-CoV-2 shedding in non-RCT of 36 patients; 6 

patients in a post-hoc analysis who received HCQ combined with azithromycin had further 
viral carriage reduction.I.lQl 

■ Original journal accepting this paper has withdrawn it from consideration due to the 
paper not being of the characteristics and standards for the journal. 

■ Small sample size, lack of clinical outcomes, exclusion of patients who died or went to 
ICU, lack of paired stepwise statistical comparison means clinicians ought to not base 
decisions on these limited results, despite the widely interpreted lay conclusion that that 
HCQ + AZ is an effective combination. 

o Chen et al in an unpublished RCT of 30 patients did not find HCQ provided benefit..Q.fil. 
■ The study suggests that if HCQ has an impact, it is likely small. 

o Chloroquine is not generally available in the U.S.; many reporting shortages of 
hydroxychloroquine. 

o HCQ may cause prolonged QT, and caution should be used in critically ill COVID-19 
patients who may have cardiac dysfunction or if combined with other drugs that cause QT 
prolongation. 

• Remdesivir (Gilead; used to treat Ebola) 
o Currently in trials in Wuhan and U.S.; activity is seen in vitro with SARS-2-CoV, MERS

CoV (also including MERS-CoV primate studies). 
o Likely the most promising drug 
o The drug has been used in the U.S. under compassionate use; now limited only to 

pregnancy and children < 18 yrs. 
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• Oseltamivir 

o Frequently prescribed because of concern of influenza, which is clinically similar to 
COVID-19; no known effectiveness against SARS-CoV-2 

• Baloxivir 

o No known activity 
• Favipiravir (aka T-705, Avigan, or favilavir) 

o Anti-influenza drug available in China and Japan; in clinical trials 
• Ribavirin 

o Often proposed along with an interferon product to treat RNA viruses; in clinical trials 
lmmunomodulators 

• Many agents under consideration in clinical trials or proposed roles 
• Most initial interest regards anti-IL6 agents, to interrupt hyperinflammatory responses that 

resemble cytokine release syndromes and cause lung injury. 
• RCTs are in progress to examine the impact on both early and late use of such drugs. 
• Tocilizumab: an FDA-approved anti-IL6R agent for CAR-T cell cytokine release syndrome; 

limited supplies in the U.S. 

o Unpublished study from ChinaLll]_ 
■ 21 total patients, 17 "severe" COVID-19, 4 critical illness 
■ Lower 0 2 requirements in 1 week and better CT findings 
■ All survived 

o Anecdotal reports from large centers with experience suggest some with rapid 
improvement, with improved oxygenation often within 24-48 hrs of administration. 

o Some suggest it may be more effective earlier in the disease course (worsening pulmonary 
status, peri-intubation) than in ARDS (many days on the ventilator) with lung and organ 
injury more advanced. 

o Dosing typically 8 mg/kg x single dose 
• Other potential drugs under discussion or study; some use anecdotally reported: 

o Sarilumab (anti-IL6R) 
o Siltuximab (anti-IL6) 

■ 11 mg/kg IV x single dose 
o Anakinra ( anti-IL 1) 
o anti-GM-CSF 

• Monoclonal antibodies, specific to SARS-Co V-2, in development 
Convalescent plasma or serum; or IVIG 

Convalescent plasma or serum-containing neutralizing antibodies against SARS-Co V-2 
• Proposed as a useful treatment 
• RCTs for prophylaxis, early and late COVID-19 treatment are in progress. 
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• Plausibility based on successful historical use: 

o Bacterial diseases including toxin-based diphtheria, pneumococcal pneumonia) 
o Viral diseases in animal models. 

o Post-exposure prophylaxis for hepatitis A and B, mumps, polio, measles and rabies. 
• Prior treatment studies 

o Suggest an impact on influenza, SARS, and Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) 
o In the largest treatment study against SARS, 80 patients in Hong Kong who were treated 

prior to dl 4 had a shorter length of stay defined as discharge before d22 . .Q.1l 
• Studies in COVID-19 

o An uncontrolled case series of 5 critically ill patients with COVID-19 and ARDS showed 
improvements in clinical status after convalescent plasma containing neutralizing 

antibodies was administered.I2]_ 
o Other clinical trials with convalescent plasma are underway. 

• Risks 
o Pathogen transmission ( ~ 1 per 2 million transfusions for HIV /HBV /HCV) 
o Allergic transfusion reactions 
o Transfusion-associated circulatory overload (TACO) 

o Transfusion-related acute lung injury (TRALI) 
• Risk < l per 5000, potentially higher in COVID-19 due to pulmonary epithelial injury 

• Risk lower if routine donor screening includes HLA antibody screening of female 
donors with a history of pregnancy. 

• Use under Emergency Investigational New Drug (eIND) 
o FDA has authorized an eIND for expanded access for convalescent serum 

o A licensed physician must request, but FDA does not provide the serum, rather the 
requestor must procure from a blood bank. 

o Eligible patients for use under expanded access provisions: 
• Must have laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 

• Must have severe or immediately life-threatening COVID-19 
o Severe disease is defined as: 

o Dyspnea, 
o Respiratory frequency ~ 30/min, 

o Blood oxygen saturation ::S 93%, 
o Partial pressure of arterial oxygen to fraction of inspired oxygen ratio < 300, and/or 

o Lung infiltrates > 50% within 24 to 48 hours 
o Life-threatening disease is defined as: 

o Respiratory failure, 
o Septic shock, and/or 

o Multiple organ dysfunction or failure 

• Must provide info1med consent 
Intravenous immunoglobulin (MG) 
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• Proposed as an intervention in the setting of viral-induced lung injury/ARDS that appears to 
be due to disordered regulatory T cells with a hyperimmune response 

• Better characterized in influenza-related ARDS, but COVID-19 appears similar. 
• Pooled IVIG reduces immune responses through multiple mechanisms including lessening 

interrupting complement cascade, lessening activated CD4+ and cytotoxic CD8+ T cells. 
• No clinical trial data to back use 
Monoclonal antibodies specific to SARS-Co V-2 

• May become an alternative to convalescent plasma or serum when available. 
Prevention 

• No vaccine is currently available. 
o Multiple candidate vaccines are in development. 
o Convalescent plasma or serum has been proposed; studies are underway. 

• As a newly described virus, much remains to be learned. 
o Travel restrictions, quarantines, school/work closings, social distancing helpful to lower 

Ro ( contagiousness of infection) but whether to loosen or lift a considerable debate among 
public health officials and politicians.ill 

o Difficulty sorting other causes of respiratory illness from the novel coronavirus, especially 
during influenza season 

• Healthcare workers and health systems in the U.S. 
o Recommend following CDC Guidance for Risk Assessment and Public Health 

Management of SARS-CoV-2 (2019-nCoV)U2J 
o Debate exists whether standard contact and respiratory droplet precautions are sufficient 

(as with SARS, MERS) versus aerosol/airborne precautions. 
• Current CDC recommendations are for aerosol ( e.g., use of negative pressure isolation), 

but if resources strained, then pivot to droplet and standard precautions. 
• General measures recommended: 

o A void sick individuals. 
o Wash hands with soap and water x 20 seconds before eating, after cough/sneezing or 

bathroom visits. 
o Social distancing maneuvers include keeping spacing >6 feet from other people. 
o Masks now universally recommended when in public. 
o Don't touch the face, eyes, etc. 
o Stay home if ill. 
o Cover your sneeze. 
o Disinfect frequently touched household objects. 
o Current CDC recommendations do not suggest using a facemask for protection, though this 

is debated as a routine for all or special populations such as HCWs when interacting with 
all patients. 

Complications 

• Heme: anecdotal reports of substantial rates of DVT and PE in critically ill patients. Some 
centers using low molecular weight heparin for prevention, others calling against. 
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o Unclear if COVID-19 associated incidence of venous thromboembolism higher than what 
is reported customarily in ICU populations despite prophylaxis (~8-9%). 

• CNS: Encephalitis or encephalopathy 
• Secondary infection 

o Limited data on incidence because many COVID-19 patients are treated empirically with 
antibacterials for pneumonia. 

o Appears particularly in critically ill patients and those with prolonged hospitalizations. 
o Wuhan experience suggested a 10-20% incidence of bacterial and fungal infections, with a 

higher percentage in patients who died. 
o Anecdotal experiences growing regarding concern for the development of pulmonary 

aspergillosis. 

FOLLOW UP 

• Early Wuhan experience suggested a case fatality rate as high as 4.3%, but likely 2% 
elsewhere in China. 

o Preliminary evidence suggests two strains of SARS-2-CoV circulating: one associated with 
milder illness (~30%), the other with severe illness (70%). Additional sequencing studies 
may help define if further mutations may lessen virulence and also help trace spread. 

• Case fatality rates in other countries ( as of March 2020) appear lower, but are higher in 
elderly, sick populations ( e.g., Evergreen Health, Seattle, WA; Northern Italy). 

• Preliminary evidence in humans and SARS-Co V-2 infected rhesus macaques suggest that 
reinfection does not occur. 

• Most but not all patients recovered from COVID-19 producing neutralizing antibodies that 
are likely sufficiently protective against infection. 

o Coronaviruses immunity may not be long-lasting (e.g., 1 to 3 years) based on work with 
routine coronaviruses, SARS and MERS. 

• Advice for COVID-19 (+) patients and self-isolation/quarantine: 
o Healthcare settings: the current requirement is 2 sequential negative COVID-19 RT-PCR 

tests before airborne precautions can be lifted. However, viral RNA may be shed for 2-3 
weeks or longer in many patients; unclear if this represents infectious risk. 

o Outpatients: 
• CDC 

o Three days without any fever or respiratory symptoms (not using cough suppressants, 
etc) and no less than 7d after symptom onset 

o Patients who have impaired ability to make antibodies (e.g., immunosuppressed 
patients) are likely to shed virus longer. 

• WHO: 2 weeks, symptom-free 
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OTHER INFORMATION 

• Recommendations to consider testing for all respiratory symptomatic patients will be limited 
by the availability of SARS-Co V-2 testing. 

• Severe illness is likely to strike the same populations at high risk for complications of 
seasonal influenza (e.g., elderly, immunosuppressed, and comorbidities). 

• The case fatality rate is probably higher than seasonal influenza (::=;0. l %) but may be lower 
than initially reported ( ~ 2-4%) but limited testing and lack of careful epidemiology survey 
makes this difficult to define but may be different in some countries as social distancing 
interventions and other factors differ. 

o Current estimates suggest COVID-19 is ~6-1 Ox worse than seasonal influenza but has a 
steep age gradient. 

o Serological testing of larger populations will give a clearer picture of infectious impact. 

See also 

• COVID-19: Are We Getting Ahead? (Webinar Series) 
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17. Zhou P, Yang XL, Wang XG, et al. A pneumonia outbreak associated with a new coronavirus 
of probable bat origin. Nature. 2020. [PMID:32015507] 
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Comment: Authors have sequenced what is now termed SARS-2-CoV. Its genome 79.5% 
sequence identify to SARS-Co V. Furthermore, it was found that 2019-nCo V is 96% identical 
at the whole-genome level to a bat coronavirus. 

18. Gao J, Tian Z, Yang X. Breakthrough: Chloroquine phosphate has shown apparent efficacy in 
treatment of COVID-19 associated pneumonia in clinical studies. Biosci Trends. 
2020. [PMID:32074550] 
Comment: An early report that suggests the antimalarial chloroquine has shown efficacy 
against COVID-19 infection in Chinese trials. Of note, this drug has been tried for CHKV and 
others without good virological effect. 

19. Wang M, Cao R, Zhang L, et al. Remdesivir and chloroquine effectively inhibit the recently 
emerged novel coronavirus (2019-nCo V) in vitro. Cell Res. 2020. [PMID:32020029] 
Comment: Summary of earlier in vitro studies suggesting drugs that may work against 
COVID-19. Remdesivir is currently under investigation in the Wuhan epidemic. This drug 
has also shown activity in a rhesus macque module ofMERS-CoV. 

20. Bajema KL, Oster AM, McGovern OL, et al. Persons Evaluated for 2019 Novel Coronavirus 
- United States, January 2020. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep. 2020;69(6): 166-
170. [PMID:32053579] 
Comment: People evaluated as per this report in the US mostly were those with a history of 
travel/contacts from Wuhan City, China which is the apparent epicenter of this epidemic. Of 
210 people, 148 (70%) had travel-related risk only, 42 (20%) had close contact with an ill 
laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV patient or PUI, and 18 (9%) had both travel- and contact
related risks. Eleven of these persons had a laboratory-confirmed 2019-nCoV infection. Given 
reports now around the globe, it is unclear if testing only those with potential links to China is 
prudent, but the current availability of test kits from the CDC likely precludes wider testing 
until either FDA-approved or EUA approval is given to current commercially available 
respiratory panels to include COVID-19. 

21. Benvenuto D, Giovanetti M, Salemi M, et al. The global spread of 2019-nCo V: a molecular 
evolutionary analysis. Pathog Glob Health. 2020. [PMID:32048560] 
Comment: Strain analysis to date of COVID-19 suggests that they are very similar to bat 
SAR-like coronavirus. 

22. Wang D, Hu B, Hu C, et al. Clinical Characteristics of 138 Hospitalized Patients With 2019 
Novel Coronavirus-lnfected Pneumonia in Wuhan, China. JAMA. 2020. [PMID:32031570] 
Comment: One of the initial major reports of the Wuhan COVID-19 epidemic. In this series, 
the median age was 56 and slightly more men (54%) affected. Predominant symptoms include 
fever, fatigue and dry cough. Leukopenia was seen in - 70%. Thirty-six patients (26.1 % ) were 
transferred to the intensive care unit (ICU) because of complications, including acute 
respiratory distress syndrome (22 (61.1%1), arrhythmia (16 (44.4%1), and shock (11 (30.6%1). 

23. Ai T, Yang Z, Hou H, et al. Correlation of Chest CT and RT-PCR Testing in Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID-19) in China: A Report of 1014 Cases. Radiology. 
2020. [PMID:32101510] 
Comment: Chest CT shows early ground-glass infiltrates which may offer speedier 
"diagnosis" than PCR studies in an epidemic setting as a first finding if molecular assays not 
readily available. 

24. Kam KQ, Yung CF, Cui L, et al. A Well Infant with Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) 
with High Viral Load. Clin Infect Dis. 2020. [PMID:321 12082] 
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Comment: No surprise, here an infant sheds high levels of the virus but is without symptoms. 
Children are well known "vectors" of viral infection often without significant disease is well 
known for regular coronavirus infections, influenza and others. 
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2020. [PMID:32205870] 
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registered trials. 
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with COVID-2019. Nature. 2020. [PMID:32235945] 
Comment: A small but well-conducted study looking at 9 cases with most patients on day 1 
having mild or prodromal symptoms. Key findings include finding virus in upper respiratory 
tissues with no difference between nasopharyngeal and oropharyngeal speeding which was 
very high during the first week of illness, but not in stool. Viral RNA remained in sputum 
beyond the resolution of symptoms. Seroconversion occurred by day 7 in 50% of patients but 
by day 14 in 100%. Despite the knowledge gained about viral kinetics, this paper offers proof 
that illness may also present as a routine upper respiratory tract infection without pneumonia 
or lower tract symptoms. 
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Severe Covid-19. N Engl J Med. 2020. [PMID:322758 12] 
Comment: Early experience with this antiviral in severe COVID-19 illness, found that there 
was an improvement in 36 of 53 patients (68%). Seven patients (13%) died; mortality was 
18% (6 of 34) among patients receiving invasive ventilation and 5% (1 of 19) among those 
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understand whether the drug is helpful. As authors indicate, there is a need to await RCT data. 
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Comment: Series of 1217 specimens analyzed for respiratory viruses, found 116/1217 
specimens (9 .5%) were positive for SARS-Co V-2 and 318 (26.1 % ) were positive for 1 or 
more non-SARS-CoV-2 pathogens. Within the SARS-CoV-2 positive specimens, 24 (20.7%) 
were positive for 1 or more additional pathogens. The most commonly detected co-infections 
were rhinovirus/enterovirus (6.9%), respiratory syncytial virus (5.2%), and non- SARS-CoV-
2 Coronaviridae (4.3%). This report yielded higher viral co-pathogen rates than earlier 
COVID-19 studies, but similar to the co-infection rates seen with many standard respiratory 
viral illnesses. Importantly, this means that finding a virus other than the SARS-Co V-2 should 
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Health Care Personnel With SARS-CoV-2 Infection in King County, Washington. JAMA. 
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Comment: Syndromic screening that used fever and respiratory symptoms failed to detect 
SARS-Co V-2 infection ( often at high titer) in 17% of HCWs presenting for assessment. 
While limited testing has forced decisions to screen people at a higher likelihood of infection, 
the wide range of potential COVID-19 infection means that some may unknowingly work and 
spread the virus. This no doubt is one reason the virus has spread so rapidly. 
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Co V-2 through the postpandemic period. Science. 2020. [PMID:32291278] 
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Comment: These models examine the potential impacts of whether there is short or longer
term immunity to SARS-CoV-2 or seasonality to the virus. These factors will play into 
whether there is a resurgence of the virus. Additional factors such as social distancing, 
therapeutic drugs and vaccines will also play a role. 
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acute cardiac injury and heart failure were also felt to contribute to high mortality. 
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coronavirus disease-19 (COVID-19) PREPRINT, JOURNAL OF ZHEJIANG UNIVERSITY 
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Comment: An unpublished study of 30 patients but in an RCT did not show a demonstrable 
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an effect it is likely small, so a much larger study would be needed to show effect. 
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Comment: Unpublished, a not yet peer-reviewed report from China on 21 patients in China 
hospitalized with COVID-19 and received tocilizumab. Most patients had a marked 
improvement in oxygen needs within 24h of IL6R mab administration. This suggests that 
interruption of a key cytokine might reverse the "storm" that appears to cause ARDS and 
further organ injury in a subset of patients. 
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COVID-19 pneumonia or ARDS. Following administration, 33% (7/21) improved, 43% 
(9/21) stabilized without identifiable change, and 24% (5/21) worsened. This uncontrolled 
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study suggests that if such a drug is helpful for cytokine release syndrome from COVID-19, it 
may be more difficult to improve the sickest, i.e., ill the longest and with most lung damage. 

Last updated: April 27, 2020 
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22. 
https://web.archive.org/web/20200329040520/https:/www.marketwatch.com 
/storv/china-scientists-want-to-patent-gilead-drug-to-treat-coronavirus
patients-2020-02-06 

Associated Press 

China scientists want to patent Gilead 
drug to treat coronavirus patients 
I 
Published: Feb. 6, 2020 at 1 :44 a.m. ET 

By 

A new infection has been 
detected in Wuhan, China 

r,ou have been to Wuhan, China.111 
i: da1s and develop ANY of these 

contact a healthcare proles-. 

A woman wearing a face mask passes a Public Health England sign, warning arriving 
passengers that a virus, Coronavirus, has been detected in Wuhan in China, at Terminal 4 of 
London Heathrow Airport in west London on January 28, 2020. -
AFP via Getty Images 

BEIJING (AP) - Scientists in the city at the center of China's virus outbreak have applied to patent 
a drug made by U.S. company Gilead Science Inc. to treat the disease, possibly fueling conflict over 
technology policy that helped trigger Washington's tariff war with Beijing. 
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The government-run Wuhan Institute of Virology said this week it applied for the patent in January 
along with a military laboratory. An institute statement acknowledged there are "intellectual property 
barriers" but said it acted to "protect national interests." 

Granting its own scientists a patent might give the Chinese government leverage in negotiations 
over paying for the drug. But it also might fuel complaints Beijing abuses its regulatory system to 
pressure foreign companies to hand over valuable technology. 

On Thursday, the official Xinhua News Agency said clinical trials of the drug, remdesivir, were due to 
start. 

Gilead, headquartered in Foster City, California, said it applied in 2016 for a Chinese patent on use 
of remdesivir against coronaviruses and is waiting for a decision. The coronavirus family includes the 
novel coronavirus, or 2019-nCoV, blamed for the outbreak in Wuhan. 

"Gilead has no influence over whether a patent office issues a patent to the Chinese researchers," 
said a company spokesman, Ryan McKeel. "Their application has been filed more than three years 
after Gilead's filing and will be considered in view of what is already known about the compound and 
pending patent applications." 

The institute said its application was filed Jan. 21 . Two days later, Chinese authorities suspended 
most access to Wuhan, a city of 11 million people. That lockdown has expanded to surrounding 
cities and some in other provinces, isolating a total of about 60 million people in the most sweeping 
anti-disease measures ever imposed. 

China has the right under World Trade Organization rules to declare an emergency and compel a 
company to license a patent to protect the public. It would be required to pay a license fee that is 
deemed fair market value. 

The government might be able to avoid that fee if the patent were granted to the Wuhan institute, 
part of the elite Chinese Academy of Sciences. 

The institute said it applied for a "use patent" that specifies the Wuhan virus as the drug's target. 
Gilead's patent application, filed before the virus was identified, cites only the overall family of 
coronaviruses. 

The Chinese researchers made their patent application "from the perspective of protecting national 
interests," said the institute statement. 

"If relevant foreign companies plan to contribute to China's epidemic prevention and control, we both 
agree that if the state needs it, we will not require enforcement of rights given by the patent," it said. 

Gillead said last week it was working with U.S. and Chinese health authorities on studying 
remdesivir. The company said it has provided the drug for emergency use in a small number of 
patients with the Wuhan virus "in the absence of any approved treatment options." 
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23. 
https://web.archive.org/web/20200326060714/https:/sfist.com/2020/02/06/b 
ay-area-based-gilead-donates-experimental-anti-viral-drug-to-china/ 

Bay Area-Based Gilead Sees Potential Legal 
Conflict With China Over Its Coronavirus 
Drug 
The Foster City-based pharmaceutical company Gilead 
Sciences, which specializes in antiviral drugs, recently 
donated some of its experimental drug remdesivir for 
use in studying potential treatments for the Wuhan 
coronavirus. But a legal fight is brewing after Gilead 
applied for a Chinese patent for the drug in 2016, and 
still has not received one, and a group of researchers in 
Wuhan just applied for their own patent for Gilead's 
drug last month. 

As the coronavirus outbreak worsens in central China, doctors have 
yet to identify a drug treatment that is effective against the virus. 
Remdesivir, which was developed to treat Ebola, may be an effective 
treatment against the family of coronaviruses. It is currently being 
used in combination with an HIV drug, ritonavir, to treat a pair of 
Chinese nationals with the coronavirus at a hospital in Rome after they 
became ill in Italy, as the New York Times reports. 
But now as more doctors want to try treating patients with the drug 
near ground zero of the outbreak in Wuhan, the government-run 
Wuhan Institute of Virology announced this week that it had applied 
for a "use patent" for remdesivir. Their patent specifies the use of the 
drug to treat the novel coronavirus, while Gilead's three-plus-year-old 
patent application only specified using remdesivir to treat the family 
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of coronaviruses. The Chinese researchers' application was filed 
January 21. 

As the Associated Press reports, this all comes back to the trade war 
with China, and the country's practice of "abus[ing] its regulatory 
system to pressure foreign companies to hand over valuable 
technology." 
Ryan McKee!, a spokesperson for Gilead, tells the AP, "Gilead has no 
influence over whether a patent office issues a patent to the Chinese 
researchers. Their application has been filed more than three years 
after Gilead's filing and will be considered in view of what is already 
known about the compound and pending patent applications." 

For their part, the Chinese authorities have acknowledged that there 
may be "intellectual property barriers," but they said the patent 
application had been made in order to "protect national interests." 

Per the AP, "China has the right under World Trade Organization 
rules to declare an emergency and compel a company to license a 
patent to protect the public. [But] It would be required to pay a license 
fee that is deemed fair market value." If the Chinese researchers' 
patent goes through, China might avoid paying that fee to Gilead. 

Clinical trials involving remdesivir and other antiviral treatments - as 
well as some traditional Chinese remedies - are set to begin soon. 
Remdesivir has yet to be approved for treatment of anything, 
anywhere in the world. But Gilead said last week it would be 
cooperating with Chinese health authorities to study the use of the 
drug. 
As of Thursday there were over 28,000 cases of coronavirus infection 
reported in mainland China, with 24 more in Hong Kong, and 158 
elsewhere in Asia. The death toll from the virus now stands at 567, 
and that now includes the whistleblower doctor who was reprimanded 
by the Chinese government for spreading "rumors" about the new 
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virus back in December. As the AP reports, 34-year-old 
ophthalmologist Dr. Li Wenliang himself succumbed to the virus this 
week at Wuhan Central Hospital. On the hospital's social media 
account, it said, "We deeply regret and mourn this." 
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24. Preventing Biological Threats: What You Can Do, Simon Whitby, et al., 
Bradford Disarmament Research Centre, University of Bradford, UK. 
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From: "Stilwell, David R" l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
:====. 

To: Oudkirk, Sandra S l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

Subject: COVID Origins Question 

Date: Wed, 23 Dec 2020 23:29:35 +0000 

For AMB Banks. Thanks. 

AMB Banks, 
Big lesson from all of this for me is that it's not safe to assume that scientists are somehow immune 
from becoming polit icized. Look at their research, their access, and their funding to understand the full 
picture. 

We can't prove the origins because Beijing won't let anyone in to investigate. Australia has absorbed a 
lot of abuse for having the cheek to suggest an investigation. I t hink we should turn the tables and put it 
on China to prove it DIDN'T come from the lab. 
Best, 
Dave 

Covid: Wuhan scientist would 'welcome' 
visit probing lab leak theory 
By John Sudworth 
BBC News, Yunnan 
BBC team came across roadblocks as they tried to report on research into viruses that 
bats carry 

A Chinese scientist at the centre of unsubstantiated claims that the coronavirus leaked 
from her laboratory in the Chinese city of Wuhan has told the BBC she is open to "any 
kind of visit" to rule it out. 

The surprise statement from Prof Shi Zhengli comes as a World Health Organization 
team prepares to travel to Wuhan next month to begin its investigation into the origins of 
Covid-19. 

[ I I -

The remote district of Tongguan, in China's south-western province of Yunnan, is hard 
to reach at the best of times. But when a BBC team tried to visit recently, it was 
impossible. Plain-clothes police officers and other officials in unmarked cars followed 
us for miles along the narrow, bumpy roads, stopping when we did, backtracking with us 
when we were forced to turn around. 

We found obstacles in our way, including a "broken-down" lorry, which locals confirmed 
had been placed across the road a few minutes before we arrived. 
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And we ran into checkpoints at which unidentified men told us their job was to keep us 
out. 

At first sight, all of this might seem like a disproportionate effort given our intended 
destination, a nondescript, abandoned copper mine in which, back in 2012, six workers 
succumbed to a mystery illness that eventually claimed the lives of three of them. But 
their tragedy, which would otherwise almost certainly have been largely forgotten, has 
been given new meaning by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Those three deaths are now at the centre of a major scientific controversy about the 
origins of the virus and the question of whether it came from nature, or from a 
laboratory. And the attempts of Chinese authorities to stop us reaching the site are a 
sign of how hard they're working to control the narrative. 

For more than a decade, the rolling, jungle-covered hills in Yunnan - and the cave 
systems within - have been the focus of a giant scientific field study. 
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IMAGE COPYRIGHTGETT 
Chinese virologist Shi Zhengli is seen here inside the laboratory in Wuhan 

It has been led by Prof Shi Zheng Ii from the Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV). Prof Shi 
won international acclaim for her discovery that the illness known as SARS, which killed 
more than 700 people in 2003, was caused by a virus that probably came from a 
species of bat in a Yunnan cave. 

Ever since, Prof Shi - often referred to as "China's Batwoman" - has been in the 
vanguard of a project to try to predict and prevent further such outbreaks. By trapping 
bats, taking faecal samples from them, and then carrying those samples back to the lab 
in Wuhan, 1,600km (1,000 miles) away, the team behind the project has identified 
hundreds of new bat coronaviruses. 

But the fact that Wuhan is now home to the world's leading coronavirus research facility, 
as well as the first city to be ravaged by a pandemic outbreak of a deadly new one, has 
fuelled suspicion that the two things are connected. 

I would personally welcome any form of visit, based on an open, 
transparent, trusting, reliable and reasonable dialogue. But the 
specific plan is not decided by me. 
Prof Shi Zhengli 
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The Chinese government, the WIV, and Prof Shi have all angrily dismissed the 
allegation of a virus leak from the Wuhan lab. But with scientists appointed by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) scheduled to visit Wuhan in January for an inquiry into the 
origin of the pandemic, Prof Shi - who has given few interviews since the pandemic 
began - answered a number of BBC questions by email. 

"I have communicated with the WHO experts twice," she wrote, when asked if an 
investigation might help rule out a lab leak and end the speculation. "I have personally 
and clearly expressed that I would welcome them to visit the WIV," she said. To a 
follow-up question about whether that would include a formal investigation with access 
to the WIV's experimental data and laboratory records, Prof Shi said: "I would 
personally welcome any form of visit based on an open, transparent, trusting, reliable 
and reasonable dialogue. But the specific plan is not decided by me." 

The BBC subsequently received a call from the WIV's press office, saying that Prof Shi 
was speaking in a personal capacity and her answers had not been approved by the 
WIV. The BBC denied a request to send the press office a copy of this article in 
advance. 
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Dr Peter Daszak: "I've yet to see any evidence at all of a lab leak or a lab involvement in 
this outbreak" 

Many scientists believe that by far the most likely scenario is that Sars-Cov-2, the virus 
that causes Covid-19, jumped naturally from bats to humans, possibly via an 
intermediary species. And despite Prof Shi's offer, for now there appears to be little 
chance of the WHO inquiry looking into the lab-leak theory. 

The terms of reference for the WHO inquiry make no mention of the theory, and some 
members of the 10-person team have all but ruled it out. Peter Daszak, a British 
zoologist, has been chosen as part of the team because of his leading role in a 
multimillion dollar, international proiect to sample wild viruses. It has involved close 
collaboration with Prof Shi Zhengli in her mass sampling of bats in China, and Dr 
Daszak previously called the lab-leak theorv a "conspiracy theory" and "pure baloney" . 
"I've yet to see any evidence at all of a lab leak or a lab involvement in this outbreak," 
he said. "I have seen substantial evidence that these are naturally occurring 
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phenomena driven by human encroachment into wildlife habitat, which is clearly on 
display across south-east Asia." 

Asked about seeking access to the Wuhan lab to rule the lab-leak theory out, he said: 
"That's not my job to do that. The WHO negotiated the terms of reference, and they say 
we're going to follow the evidence, and that's what we've got to do," he added. 

IMAGE COPYRIGHTGETTY 
Huanan Seafood Wholesale Market in Wuhan was linked to early cases of the new 
coronavirus 

One focus of the inguirv will be a market in Wuhan which was known to be trading in 
wildlife and was linked to a number of early cases, though the Chinese authorities 
appear to have already discounted it as a source of the virus. Dr Daszak said the WHO 
team would "look at those clusters of cases, look at the contacts, look at where the 
animals in the market have come from and see where that takes us". 
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The deaths of the three Tongguan workers following exposure to a mineshaft full of bats 
raised suspicions that they'd succumbed to a bat coronavirus. It was exactly the kind of 
animal-to-human "spillover" that was driving the WIV to sample and test bats in Yunnan. 
It is no surprise then that, following those deaths, the WIV scientists began sampling 
bats in the Tongguan mineshaft in earnest, making multiple visits over the next three 
years and detecting 293 coronaviruses.But apart from one brief paper, very little was 
published about the viruses they collected on those trips. 

In January this year, Prof Shi Zhengli became one of the first people in the world to 
sequence Sars-Cov-2, which was already spreading rapidly through the streets and 
homes of her city. She then compared the long string of letters representing the virus's 
unique genetic code with the extensive library of other viruses collected and stored over 
the years. And she discovered that her database contained the closest known relative of 
Sars-Cov-2. 

RaTG13 is a virus whose name has been derived from the bat it was extracted from 
(Rhinolophus affinis, Ra), the place it was found (Tongguan, TG), and the year it was 
identified, 2013. Seven years after it was found in that mineshaft, RaTG13 was about to 
become one of the most hotly contested scientific subjects of our time. 
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IMAGE COPYRIGHTGETTY China imposed tough restrictions on Wuhan to stop the 
spread of the virus 

There have been many well-documented cases of viruses leaking from labs. The first 
SARS virus, for example, leaked twice from the National Institute of Virology in Beijing in 
2004, long after the outbreak had been brought under control. 

The practice of genetically manipulating viruses is also not new, allowing scientists to 
make them more infectious or more deadly, so they can assess the threat and, perhaps, 
develop treatments or vaccines. And from the moment it was isolated and sequenced, 
scientists have been struck by the remarkable ability of Sars-Cov-2 to infect humans. 
The possibility that it acquired that ability as a result of manipulation in a laboratory was 
taken seriously enough for an influential group of international scientists to address it 
head on. 

In what has become the definitive paper ruling out the possibility of a lab leak, RaTG13 
has a starring role. Published in March in the magazine Nature Medicine, it suggests that 
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if there had been a leak, Prof Shi Zheng Ii would have found a much closer match in her 
database than RaTG13. While RaTG13 is the closest known relative - at 96.2% 
similarity - it is still too distant to have been manipulated and changed into Sars-Cov-2. 
Sars-Cov-2, the authors concluded, was likely to have gained its unique efficiency 
through a long, undetected period of circulation in humans or animals of a natural and 
milder precursor virus that eventually evolved into the potent, deadly form first detected 
in Wuhan in 2019. 

IMAGE COPYRIGHTGETTY Medics and scientists in Wuhan battled to control the early 
stages of the pandemic 

Where though, some scientists are beginning to wonder, are those reservoirs of earlier 
natural infection? Dr Daniel Lucey is a physician and infectious disease professor at the 
Georgetown Medical Centre in Washington DC and a veteran of many pandemics -
Sars in China, Ebola in Africa, Zika in Brazil. He is certain that China has already 
conducted thorough searches for evidence of precursor viruses in stored human 
samples in hospitals and in animal populations. 
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"They have the capability, they have the resources and they have the motivation, so of 
course they've done the studies in animals and in humans," he said. Finding the origin 
of an outbreak was vital, he said, not just for wider scientific understanding, but also to 
stop it emerging again. "We should search until we find it. I think it's findable and I think 
it's quite possible it's already been found," he said. "But then the question arises, why 
hasn't it been disclosed?" 

Dr Lucey still believes that Sars-Cov-2 is most likely to have a natural origin, but he 
does not want the alternatives to be so readily ruled out. "So here we are, 12, 13 
months out since the first recognised case of Covid-19 and we haven't found the animal 
source," he said. "So, to me, it's all the more reason to investigate alternative 
explanations." 
Might a Chinese laboratory have had a virus they were working on that was genetically 
closer to Sars-Cov-2, and would they tell us now if they did? "Not everything that's done 
is published," Dr Lucey said. 

It's a point I put to Peter Daszak, the member of the WHO origins study team. "You 
know, I've worked with the WIV for a good decade or more," he said. "I know some of 
the people there pretty well and I have visited the labs frequently, I've met and had 
dinner with them over 15 years. I'm working in China with eyes wide open, and I'm 
racking my brain back in time for the slightest hint of something untoward. And I've 
never seen that." 

Asked if those friendships and funding relationships with the WIV presented a conflict of 
interest with his role on the inquiry, he said: "We file our papers; it's all there for 
everyone to see." 

And his collaboration with the WIV, he said, "makes me one of the people on the planet 
who knows the most about the origins of these bat coronaviruses in China". 

The conclusion [of the Kunming Hospital University thesis] is neither 
based on evidence nor logic. But it's used by conspiracy theorists to 
doubt me 
Prof Shi Zhengli 

China may have provided only limited data about its hunt for the origin of Sars-Cov-2, 
but it has begun to promote a theory of its own. Based on a few inconclusive studies 
conducted by scientists in Europe that suggest Covid-19 may have been circulating 
earlier than previously thought, state propaganda is full of stories suggesting the virus 
didn't start in China at all. 

In the absence of proper data, speculation is only likely to grow, much of it focused on 
RaTG13 and its origins in a Tongguan mineshaft. Old academic papers have been dug 
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up online that appear to differ from the WIV's statements about the sick mine workers -
among them a thesis by a student at the Kunming Hospital University. 

"I've just downloaded the Kunming Hospital University student's masters thesis and 
read it," Prof Shi told the BBC. "The narrative doesn't make sense," she said. "The 
conclusion is neither based on evidence nor logic. But it's used by conspiracy theorists 
to doubt me. If you were me, what you would do?" 

Prof Shi has also faced questions about why the WIV's online public database of 
viruses was suddenly taken offline. She told the BBC that the WIV's website and the 
staff's work emails and personal emails had been attacked, and the database taken 
offline for security reasons. "All our research results are published in English journals in 
the form of papers," she said. "Virus sequences are saved in the [US-run] GenBank 
database too. It's completely transparent. We have nothing to hide." 

There are important questions to be asked in the Yunnan countryside, not just by 
scientists, but by journalists too. After a decade of sampling and experimenting on 
viruses collected from bats, we now know that back in 2013 the closest known ancestor 
was discovered of a future threat that would claim well over a million lives and devastate 
the global economy. Yet the WIV, according to the published information, did nothing 
with it, except sequence it and enter it into a database. Ought that to call into question 
the very premise on which the expensive, and some would say risky, mass sampling of 
wild viruses is based? 

"To say that we didn't do enough is absolutely correct," Peter Daszak told the BBC. "To 
say that we failed is not fair at all. What we should have been doing is 10 times the 
amount of work on these viruses." Both Dr Daszak and Prof Shi are adamant that 
pandemic prevention research is vital, urgent work. 

"Our research is forward-looking, and it's difficult for non-professionals to understand," 
Prof Shi wrote by email. "In the face of countless micro-organisms that exist in nature, 
we humans are very small." The WHO is promising an "open-minded" inquiry into the 
origins of the novel coronavirus, but the Chinese government is not keen on questions, 
at least not from journalists. 

After leaving Tongguan, the BBC team tried to drive a few hours north to the cave 
where Prof Shi carried out her ground-breaking research on SARS almost a decade 
ago. 
Still being followed by several unmarked cars, we hit another roadblock, and were told 
there was no way through. A few hours later, we discovered that local traffic had been 
diverted onto a dirt track that skirted the obstruction, but as we attempted to use the 
same route, we met yet another "broken down" car in our path. 

We were trapped in a field for over an hour, before finally being forced to head for the 
airport. 
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DAVID R. STILWELL 

Assistant Secretary, East Asia Pacific 

l(b )(6) 

Sender: "Stilwell, David R" (b)(6) state.gov> ----Recipient: Oudkirk, Sandra S b)(6) state.gov> 
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state.gov>; 
eI , avI fh\fR\ state.gov>; 

Yu Miles (b)(6) state. ov>; 
To: (b )(6 ) state.gov>; 

Tom DiNanno (b)(6) gmail.com>; 
kb )(6) ~@state.gov>; 
!(b)(6) . state.gov> 

CC: l(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Subject: China's COVID-19 vaccine production facilities 

Date: Mon, 16 Nov 2020 15:09:31 +0000 

[08/31/2023] 

On 04/18/2020, China submitted a declaration, listing 46 vaccine-production facilities in China. 

All those involved in COVID-19 vaccine production are shown below: 

1. BIBP (~tJ?:1:./f'l.J~ifi:i1iJF~)5Jr, No.1 on China's CBM declaration 2020), * 

~t J?:m-1M~[;I - r~imm~4~ , * ~tJ?:m~tJ?:t&mttwr~~i~tw:~=n6, 9~m. 

2. WIBP (1B'.:t~1:.!Jo/J~ift:1-uJf~ffl, No.36 on China's CBM declaration 2020), 

Y~~t11§'1t\'.:t~$t[Jl[;l~)J6~~I~llln1~ . 

3. SinoVac (~tJJn4~1:.!Jo/J~ift:11f~B:%EJ, No.2 on China's CBM declaration 2020), * 

~ t ~ mw tiE [;I _1=: ±tB w n 3 9 ~t, * ~ t J?: m-~ IJI [;I t411111 [;I ~ IJI !fill ~ iffi n 1 s ~m. 
4. CanSino Biological/Institute of Biotechnology AMMS 

(~:fff ~1:. !Jo/J filt 15t0 ~ , rp ~A~~~ ;IJJz:• • *B~f4~ ~Jc1:. !Jo/JI f.!M1JF~rJr, No. 7 on 
China's CBM declaration 2020), * 

X ~t& mttWr IJIHI [;I 1§ [;Im *Ir 188~CE 1§ [;11:. 4o/.l '1~ ~ - , IZ9 Ji , * 
x~t&mttwr~~f[;IW[;l~tttn16'5JJE. 

BIBP and WIBP (both are under CNBG) are producing the same vaccine, expect to produce 300 

million doses per year. CanSino is building a new pipeline in Zhejiang Province, expect to 

complete in the spring of 2021. 

From: Feith, Davicfb)(6) !§>state.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 7:35 PM 

To: l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Re: Taiwan intro on COVID origins 

David Feith 
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Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs (EAP) 
U.S. Department of State 

rb)(6) ~~j 
l(b)(6) @state.gov 

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Greene, Raymond Fl(b)(6) l@state.gov> 
Date: November 10, 2020 at 7:29:26 PM EST 
Subject: Re: Taiwan intro on COVID origins 
To: Feith, David (b)(6) state.gov> 

"UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

Cc: b)(6) b)(6) state.gov>,Fritz, Jonathan D!(b)(6) @state.gov>j(b)(6) I 
l<b)(6) @state.gov>,Keshap, Atul fb)(6) ~state.gov>,Stilwell, David R 
l(b )(6) lystate.gov> 

David, 
Thanks for flagging. Will huddle with our team to discuss making the connection with Dr. Lai at 
AS. They both do seem to be following a similar line of inquiry. 
Ray 
Get Outlook for iOS 
From: Feith, David ~b)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, November 11 , 2020 7:33:21 AM 
To: Greene Ra mond F b)(6) state.gov> 
Cc: b)(6) kb)(6) !@state.gov>; Fritz, Jonathan D Kb)(6) 1@state.gov>; Kb)(6) I 
(b)(6) state.gov>; Keshap, Atu l l(b)(6) !ystate.gov>; Stilwell, David R 
(b)(6) state.gov> 
Subject: Taiwan intro on COVID origins 

Ray - please see below. Hope of interest. Dr. Quay has an impressive background and gives an 
interesting presentation on COVID origins. 

Thanks much. 

David Feith 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 

Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs (EAP) 
U.S. Department of State 

rb)(6) i~~; 
J(b)(6) g>state.gov 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
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From: l(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 6:07 PM 
To:l(b)(6) l@state.gov>; Steven Quay, MD, PhD <Kb)(6) 
Cc: j(b )(6) ~ Kb )(6) l@st~a-te- .g- o_v_>-;:::;l(==b )===(6=) ===~-. 
b)(6) state.gov>; Yu, Miles kb)(6) @state.gov>; Feith, David kb)(6) l @state.gov>; 
(b)(6) b)(6) !bl.gov>; DiNanno, Thomas G 

l(b)(6) ~state.gov>; Flens, William (Bill) b)(6) state.gov> 

Subject: Re: AVC Chief of Staff fb)(6) Video/Voice/Chat Meeting Request 

In addition to the researchers, l(b)(6) recommends, I recommend Dr. Quay reach out to Dr. 

Michael Lai at Academica Sinica. He could be a splendid collaborator. I have not seen him in 
many years but hold him in high regard. The American Institute in Taiwan hopefully can help 

facilitate . I ask our EAP colleagues to make the intro and, if agreeable to both Dr. Quay and Dr. 
Lai, have a State officer ·oin in a discussion between them so that we can get that put into an 

email or cable. I cop b)(6) in EAP since he, undoubtedly, w ill wish to be looped in our 
discussions as we move forward and is well placed along with David Feith to facilitate. 

All the best, 

David 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael M. C. Lai 

From:l(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 11:18 AM 
To: Steven Quay, M D, PhD ~(b)(6) I l(b )(6) Pstate.gov> 
Cc: (b )(6) b )(6) (b )(6) 

~b )(6) !@state.gov>;.._(b_)(_6_) -----.-----.....!:====o=v~>;~Yu~,~M- i~le-s~b- )-(6-) --
Feith, David b)(6) b)(6) 

ov>; 

1------------
1,:..b..:..)(:....6:....) ------------.---.J...!,;,,b.;,;)(;,,,,6)~===,----"'"'-'-'lb:..:.l.:..c. ~av>; Di Na nno, Thomas G 
b)(6) av> b)(6) 'L.....C..:.......;.---------"~-~-

Subject: Re: AVC Chief of Staff b)(6) Chat Meeting Request 

Dear Dr. Quay: 

Thanks for talking to us yesterday. A few days ago, our colleagueskb)(6 land Dave pointed us to 
your paper " Where did the 2019 Coronavirus Pandemic begin and how did it spread? The PLA 
Hospital in Wuhan China and Line 2 of the Wuhan Metro System are compelling answers". I 
read it with great interest (though not as one fami liar with biology per se), and hope it gets 

published soon in peer-reviewed journal, to trigger additional discussions across the research 
and BW/CW community. A couple of editorial suggestions first; more to follow. 
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1. Pages 3 and 4 mention "Hunan Seafood Market". This is a typo - it should be Huanan 
(~ffi°) Seafood Market. 

1. Hunan (;i5.llffi°) is a province, to the south of Dong-Ting Lake (;lii!M;i5Jl). Wuhan 

('itt;i) is the capital of Hubei (;i5.ll~t), which is to the north of the same Dong-Ting 
Lake. 

2. Historically, Wuhan people consider themselves as representing the Greater Han 

(;1). They probably won't open up a market just to represent a single 
neighboring province like Hunan or Jianxi. 

3. Huanan means "southern China" - which covers (loosely) Hunan, Jiangxi, 
Guangdong, Guangxi, Yunnan, Guizhou, and Fujian. 

2. Paragraph 3 of Page 4 suggests a lack of information about the hospital where the first 
41 patients were treated. You cited a Lancet article. I would suggest you give the fu ll 
citation, as this paper, titled ''Clinical features of patients infected with 2019 novel 
coronavirus in Wuhan, China" (Lancet, Volume 395, Feb 15, 2020) and authored by 

Chaolin Huang (iii:tHl*) et al. would be a very important reference to your study. 

1. Dr. Huang himself is the lead physician at Jin-Yin-Tan (~!lUI) Hospital where 
the first 41 patients were treated. Of those 41 patients, 13 did not visit the wet 
market. Among the first four patients, three never exposed to the wet market. 

2. Their paper strongly hints the origin (i.e., the initial jump to human) of COVID-19 
is not the Hua nan wet market as the local Hubei authority had attempted to 
portrait. See also the Science Magazine article by Jon Cohen on January 31, 2020. 
The paper by Huang et al. cannot be neglected/downplayed in making your case, 
especially when your paper undergoes a peer review. 

Since you are currently in Taiwan, perhaps you might consider talking to l(b)(6) 
~b)(6) ~t your convenience. .__ ____ ____. 

• These two MDs were dispatched to Wuhan January 12-16 (by Chen Chi-mai, lliJt~, 
then Vice Prime Minister, now Mayor of Kaoshiung City) when Taiwan was unable to get 
adequate information from WHO or China about the possible outbreak of a new, 
strange pneumonia in Wuhan. 

• They were not allowed to visit the Hua nan Wet Market, but t hey did interview local 
Chinese medical crew and realized that the first several patients in Wuhan must have 
attracted the virus via human-to-human transmission. 

• Based on their trip report, Taiwan promptly decided to elevate the alert to Level 2, and 
established an interagency COVID-19 team led by Taiwan's HHS Minister Chen Shichung 

(!Ji~g:i). I am attaching a Taiwan CDC's press release of January 16, 2020, which 
describes Taiwan's COVID-19 actions upon the two inspectors' return. 

• Obviously, during this pandemic, it turns out that people in Taiwan benefitted from their 
own government's lack of confidence in the information (if any) shared by WHO or 
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China. Dispatching an independent inspection team - albeit the access could still be 
limited - is an important part of the verification business. (This is also a philosophy we in 
this AVC Bureau truly embrace and operate under ... ) 

Many t hanks, and look forward to follow-up discussions with you. 

V /Rfb)(6) 

AVC/S& T Advisor (Explosion Seismologist) 

From: Steven Quay, MD, PhD~!(b~)~(6~)-----~ 
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 1:01 AM 
ToJ(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Cc: (b )(6) l{b )(6) 

b)(6) ov>tb)(6) l@state.gov>; Yu, Miles kb)(6) 

Feith, Davi (b )(6) @state.gov> ;.-l~<b=) __ <_6=) ===============..-~I 
(b)(6) ~; kbH6) e>state.gov>;kb)(6) 

@state.gov>; 

b)(6) lbl. ov>; DiNanno, Thomas G {b)(6) l@state.gov>;K~b_)(_6_) ---~ 
b)(6) state. ov> 

Subject: Re: AVC Chief of Staff.__l(b_)(_6) __ ____.Video/Voice/Chat Meeting Request 

Dear l(b )(6) ~t al.: 

The pleasure was mine and I look forward to providing my thoughts and insights in any forum 
that w ill be helpful to uncovering the origin of SARS-Co V-2, with the hope that the learnings 
can be used to reduce the risk of such an event ever happening in the future. 

Thank you for your interest in my work. 

Regards,l(b )(6) 

On Tue, Nov 10, 2020 at 11:28 AMKb)(6) 
Dr. Quay, 

l@state.gov> wrote: 

Thanks for a very enlightening and thoroughly important exploratory discussion with great 
analytical precision. Means a lot to us to have kb)(6) Ind your personal input. We will follow up 
ASAP. 

All the best, 
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From: Steven Quay, MD, PhD i-(b_)(_6_) -----~ 
Sent: Sunday, November 8, 2020 11:35 PM 

ToKb)(6) l@state.gov> 

"UNCLASSIFIED" 

Cc: Kb)(6) ~state.gov>; l(b)(6) I 
b)(6) l(b)(6) l(a)state.gov>:l(b)(6) 

[08/31/2023] 

b)(6) rcl>state.e:ov>; Yu, Mileskb)(6) l@state.gov>; Feith, David kb)(6) !!>state.gov>; 
b )(6) l(b )(6) ll(b )(6) I 
b)(6) ta>state.gov>; Steven Quay, MD, PhD j(b)(6) ~ 

Subject: Re: AVC Chief of Staff Kb)(6) I Video/Voice/Chat Meeting Request 

Folks-

Attached are four of the many documents I have put together on the origin of SARS-Co V-2 
(Co V-2). I am sorry they are not more organized so they give the '30,000 foot' view of all the 
reasons this pandemic began at the Wuhan Institute of Virology as a gain-of-function 
experiment, starting with RaTG 13 or a highly similar virus. 

b)(4); (b)(5) 
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(b)(4); (b)(5) 

These are all provided as a confidential disclosure. 

Regards, Steve 

"UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

On Mon, Nov 9, 2020 at 12:46 AM Kb)(6) @state.gov>wrote: 
Please see the meeting request for Monday 9 Nov 2020 at 1800hrs EST. Please add documents 
if needed to this Team meeting. If you need assistance in any technical way please ca11Kb)(6) 

kb)(6) lemailKb)(6) @state.gov. ,...__ __ __, 

Thank you. Be safe! 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

Join on your computer or mobile app 
Click here to join the meeting 

Learn More I Meeting options 

Steven Quay, MD, PhD 

Dr. Quay Website 
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Breast Cancer TEDx Talk 
ST A Y SAFE # 1 Amazon Medical Book 

C: b)(6) 
D: ,___ _____ ..____, 
Skype.,_b-'-')(.__6)'---___ __, 

ORCID2-DiD 

Steven Quay, MD, PhD 

Dr. Quay Website 
Breast Cancer TEDx Talk 
STAY SAFE # 1 Amazon Medical Book 

gJb)(6) 

Skype:~l(b_)(6_) ___ ~ 

X 

ORCID2-D iD 
Sender: Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 

..=========.--' 
l(b )(6) ~state.gov>; 
Feith, David (b )(6) state.gov>; 
Yu, Miles b )(6) state.gov>; 

Recipient: l(b )(6) pstate.gov>; 
Tom DiNanno hVn) 

u..;b:;i.)~( 6:;,!.) ____ .......,.b )_._(6..._) --,-...- state.gov>; 
(b )(6) state.gov>; r,;--:-"'.:-=-:---------,.,,,.......,.....r 
(b)(6) @state.gov> .___ _____ __. 
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From: 
b)(6) 

b)(6) I 
b)(6) lalstate.aov> · 

(b )(6) 

To: 

D)lOJ I 
b)(6) I 
(b )(6) 

b)(6) 
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l(b )(6) 
fo)(6) b)state.gov>; 

b)(6) 

Kb )(6) @apcss.org>; 
b)(6) 

Feith, David tb)(6) talstate.gov>; 

b)(6) 
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(b )(6) l§)westpoint.edu>; 
b)(6) t 

(b )(6) 

Vh)fR) rnistate.gov>; 
(b )(6) 

b)(6) ~apcss.org>; 
b)(6) 
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b)(6) 

b)(6) kcilrand.orq>· 
b)(6) 
h)fn) Lrustate.gov>; 
b)(6) 
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b)(6) 
b)(6) state.gov>; 

state.gov>; 

l@noaa.gov>; 
b)(6) 

b)(6) ro1ida.org>; 
(b )(6) 
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Kb)(6) I 
b)(6) 

b)(6) IDstate.gov>; 
b)(6) 



FL-2022-00076 A-0000057 4588 "UNCLASSIFIED" 

(b )(6) I 
b)(6) 

-
Yu, Milesl(b)(6) ~state.gov>; 
b)(6) 

Subject: China SFG Items of Interest 4MAY2020 

Date: Tue, 5 May 2020 02:21:29 +0000 

[08/31/2023] 

*All documents should be considered SBU aka FOUO and disseminated accordingly (unless otherwise 

noted) * 

1. 
Attached is this week's Party Line Weekly Intelligence Report. 

(b)(4) 
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(b )( 4) 

*Unrestricted Sharing Authorized* 

3. 
b)(4) 
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*Unrestricted Sharing Authorized* 

b)(4) 

*All documents should be considered SBU aka FOUO and disseminated accordingly (unless otherwise 

noted) * 

V/R 

b)(6) 
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Sender: b)(6) 

kb)(6) laJida.org>; 

R 
. • t kb )(6) ~state.gov>; ec1p1en : .=l(b=)(=

6
=) =============-----=:_....:...,_ ______ ~ 

(b )(6 ) !!)State.gov>; 
b)(6) 

(b )(6) rrumitre.org >; 
(b )(6 ) ~ida.org>; 
b)(6) 
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(b )(6) 

b)(6) [Cl)state.gov>; 
b)(6) 

b)(6) rgiapcss.org >; 
b)(6) 

Feith, David <FeithD@state.gov>; 

j@cna.org>; 

b)(6) 

Greene, Jonathan l..,_1(b""-')('-'6)'-----•kru=-HQ.OHS.GOV) 
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Kb)(6) 
(b )(6) I 
(b )(6) 

b)(6) raistate.aov> · 
b)(6) 

0)(0) 19)apcss.org>; 
(b )(6) 

Kb)(6) l'.Q)usnwc.edu >; 
(b )(6) [a)usnwc.edu >; 
(b )(6) 
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(b )(6) 

(b )(6) l@cna.org>; 
(b )(6) 

(b )(6) Rwapcss.org >; 
(b )(6) 

rb)(6) talrand .orq >; 
(b )(6) 
b )(o ) IQ)state.gov>; 
(b )(6) 
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(b )(6) 

Kb)(6) ~state.gov>; 
b)(6) 

~b)(6) t@cas1-research.org>; 
b)(6) 

b)(6) @usnwc.edu>; 
Purser III, Benjamin S (T) Kb)(6) ~@state.gov>; 
b)(6) 

b)(6) l@llnl.gov>; 
b)(6) 

b)(6) l®ida.ora>· 
b)(6) 

o /\ o I ImndU.edUKIJHOJ I 

~~i{g? --------------~!§lusnwc.edu>; 
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Kb )(6) 
I 

b)(6) 

Stilwell, David R l(b)(6) @state.gov>; 
b)(6) 

b)(6) k'a)state.gov>; 
b)(6) ~nps.edu>; 

b)(6) 

fo)(6) @srnl.doe.gov VhVn) I 

b)(6) 

b 6 usnwc.edu> · 
b)(6) 
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b)(6) 

b)(6) l@ndu.edu>: 
(b )(6) 

Yu, Miles KbH6l raistate.gov>; 
(b )(6) 



Page 213 to Page 374 

ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(4) 



UNCLASS//FOUO 

-
2022-1m>6~iteJM 1ri1iVdglficy tjpalfe 

Week Ending 01 MA Y20: 
COVID-19 

Previous Editions and additional COVID-19 lnteragency material can be found on 
APAN: https:/lcommunitv.apan.org/cr/covid191 

Updates: 
DHHS(ASPR,CDC,FD~ 
DOE 
USAGE 
USAID 
DOI-IA 
DHS-TSA 
DOS-GEC 
DOS-FPA: (Australia, Taiwan, Malaysia, Japan, ROK, Indonesia, Thailand, India) 
Treasury 
OHS (CBP, ICE, CISA, USCG, USCIS, S&T) 
DOJ 
DTRA 

Department of Health and Human Services (HHS): This week, the number 
of cases in the U.S. toped one million and deaths due to coronavirus disease-
19 (COVID-19) surpassed 60,000 deaths, and over three million cases have 
been confirmed globally. Even as this milestones are reached, several states 
are considering reopening. The U.S. has developed guidelines to help states 
and communities to reopen safely: 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/ During the different phases of 

reopening, folks are still encouraged to limit social gatherings to 1 O people or less, practice 
social distancing when out in public in addition to wearing a face covering, utilize proper hand
washing procedures, and to stay home if they are not feeling well. The U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS) continues to monitor the domestic outbreak of COVID-19, 
caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus. All agencies within HHS are actively engaged in response to 
this pandemic. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) works to update and publish 
guidance documents for healthcare workers, laboratories, personal protective measures, and 
community mitigation strategies. This week CDC updated the list of COVID-19 symptoms, to 
include cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing OR at least two of these symptoms: 
fever, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, or sore throat 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html . 
Addition selected recent updates include: 

1.NEW: Cases and deaths by US County: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov /cases-updates/cases-in-us. htm I 

2.NEW: Guidance for Shared or Congregate Housing : 
https :/ /www. cdc.qov /corona vi rus/2019-ncov/comm u n ity/s hared-conq reg ate-house/au idance
shared-conq reqate-housinq. htm I 
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3.NEW: Reopening Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfecting Public Spaces, Workplaces, 
Businesses, Schools, and Homes https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/201 9-
ncov /comm unity/reopen-guidance. htm I 

4.UPDATE: Contact Tracing: Part of a Multipronged Approach to Fight the COVID-19 
Pandemic https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/principles-contact-tracinq.html 

5.NEW: New and updated serology testing pages detail CDC's seroprevalence efforts 
and limitations of interpreting serology results: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov /testing/serology-overview. htm I 
Additionally, CDC has sent a second round of Abbott ID Now test kits to the U.S. Affiliated 
Pacific Islands. These testing kits will allow for the main islands to test for COVID-19 on island. 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
continue to work together and with other U.S. Government agencies and international partners 
to develop medical countermeasures for COVID-19. This week two promising therapeutic 
milestones were achieved. First, Moderna announced that it submitted its mRNA vaccine 
(mRNA-1273) against COVID-19 to the FDA for Phase 2 Study of. A 600 participant Phase 2 
study will begin upon acceptance and safety data from ongoing NIH-led Phase 1 study. 
Planning is currently underway for Phase 3 study; study expected to begin in the fall of 2020. 
Second, the NIH clinical trial shows Remdesivir accelerates recovery from advanced COVID-19 
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-clinical-trial-shows-remdesivir-accelerates
recovery-advanced-covid-19 . 

ASPR (the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response) has been instrumental 
in supporting Public Health Departments and Emergency Management Agencies across the 
Nation to respond to the current pandemic. 

-Assisting HI DOH and HI EMA with policy decisions for the "Opening of Hawaii" 
-ASPR is supporting states in implementing Community Based Testing Sites 
-ASPR released Alternate Care Site Tool Kits to States 
-Supporting HI DOH with execution of increased testing and surveillance 
-Deployment of National Disaster Medical Teams (NDMS) across CONUS in support of 

Medical Surge Plans 
-Supporting Tribal Nations with PPE, testing strategies, and Federal Medical Stations in 

AZ and NM 
In Hawaii, ASPR LNO in conjunction with Army Corps of Engineers completed 19 

Alternate Care Site assessments in all 4 counties. Coordination with INDOPACOM/USARPAC 
for DSCA support in Guam, CNMI, and American Samoa for testing capabilities and medical 
staff. Supporting HI Department of Health in assessment and implementation of Isolation and 
Quarantine sites across the state. Supporting HI Department of Health in executing plans for 
expanding testing, surveillance, and contact tracing as Hawaii begins to open the economy. 
Supporting HI Department of Health and HI EMA on mass fatality planning efforts. As a 
member of the UCG, providing Federal support to the Incident Commander and HI EMA 
Administrator on policy in itiatives for COVI D-19 response 
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DHHS POC's: Erik Vincent, Erik.Vincent@hhs.gov and Lizette Durand, 
Lizette.Durand@hhs.gov 

■ Department of Energy (DOE): The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is fully 
engaged in the COVID-19 response efforts. The energy sector has been taking 
action to prepare for and mitigate against potential impacts from COVID-19 on 
the industry's workforce and operations. The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) 
is fully engaged in the COVID-19 response efforts. The DOE Energy Response 
Organization has been activated and DOE Emergency Support Function (ESF) 

#12 responders are virtually deployed to the FEMA National Response Coordination Center, as 
well as several FEMA Regions. Additionally, DOE is holding regular coordination calls with 
interagency, state, and industry partners across the energy sector. 

U.S. demand for transportation fuels (gasoline, jet fuel, and diesel) showed initial signs 
of stabilizing in the week-ending April 17 with demand increasing 9%, according to the Energy 
Information Administration (EIA). Demands remain 40% below the 5-year average for the time 
of year, reflecting the effects of COVID-19 related stay-at-home orders and travel restrictions on 
air and ground transportation. U.S. refining activity showed signs of stabilizing in the week
ending April 17, with refinery throughput declining only slightly from the previous week. 
Throughputs remain 24% below the 5-year average for the time of year. 
DOE POC: "Bill" Woessner, william.woessner@nnsa.doe.gov 

r.'Pr.1 
~ 

United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE): To date, the USAGE 
enterprise has completed over 1100 assessments adding nearly 15,000 bed 
capacity nation wide to respond to COVI D-19 in support of FEMA. In the 
Pacific Ocean Division (POD), USAGE has completed a total of 44 Alternate 
Care Facility (ACF) assessments for Arena and Hotel to helathcare 

conversions throughout Hawaii, Alaska and the Pacific Territories. USAGE and NAVFAC
Marianas continue to execute the 3 FEMA approved ACF assessments in Guam. With the 
flattening of the curve in many regional models, the build out of these assessments remains on 
hold in several locations pending further projections and need. 

USAGE continues outreach to international and interagency partners in anticipation of 
requests to support COVID-19 responses in INDOPACOM region. The rise of COVID-19 case 
in Male has prompted Maldives National Defense Force (MNDF) to inquire on USAGE Alternate 
Care Facility (ACF) assistance. USDAO Yangon explored options for USAGE assistance on a 
biolaboratory (BSL-3) facility in Burma. USAGE provided all countries with access to 
unclassified open website information on basic ACF design and planning. We offer advice and 
consultation through best practices and lesson learned implementing adaptive and innovative 
solutions in our national emergency response to all 50 States and 5 Territories, including Tribal 
nations and rural communities. 

USAGE Pacific Operations Division (POD) Common Operating Picture (uCOP) can be 
found at (use Chrome, VPN and CAC for access) https://arcportal-ucop-
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corps.usace.army.mil/s0portal/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=d6d2a 1 d4016940d3b1 f97571 
ab895be5 
USACE POC: David Hurley, david.e.hurley@pacom.mil 

United States Agency for International Development (USAID): One of 
USAID's many successes in combating COVID-19 occurred in Thailand. With 
USAID support, Thailand's National Institute of Health received an Abbott 
Laboratories platform and related diagnostic supplies for rapid, high volume 
COVI D-19 testing. These machines will increase screening capacity to 20,000 
samples per day for a three month period. 

Another USAID success occurred in the Philippines when USAID, through its 
Strengthening Urban Resilience for Growth with Equity Project, conducted virtual workshop and 
consultation sessions to help six partner cities roll out information and education campaigns. 
These low cost, yet effective campaigns promoted proper handwashing, disinfection of 
households and establishments, and disposal of personal protective equipment. 

On April 22, the Secretary of State announced an additional $270 million in U.S. 
government (USG) foreign assistance to combat the COVI D-19 pandemic. Of this, $100 million 
will help governments, civil society, and the private sector prepare for, mitigate, and address 
second-order economic, civilian-security, stabilization, and governance impacts of COVID-19. 
Approximately $170 million will allow communities in some of the most at-risk countries to 
prepare for and respond to the pandemic. This brings the total USG investment since the 
COVID-19 outbreak to more than $775 million. Country level allocations for USAID funding will 
be provided when available. 
USAID POC: Bruce McFarland, bmcfarland@usaid.gov; Paige Miller, pmiller@usaid.gov 

Department of Interior - Insular Affairs (DOI-IA) : (No major updates for 
week of 01MAY20.) U.S. Department of the Interior Assistant Secretary, Insular 
and International Affairs, Douglas W. Domenech announced today that he has 
formally invited the Governors of the territories and the Presidents of the freely 
associated states (FAS) to submit requests for funding made available through 

the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act. The $55 million in emergency 
relief funding is available to the territories and the FAS to prepare, prevent, and respond to the 
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic. The island jurisdictions eligible for this funding 
are: American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), the 
U.S. Virg in Islands (USVI), the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) , the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands (RMI), and the Republic of Palau. 

The CARES Act funds available for the territories and the freely associated states will be 
managed through the U.S. Department of the Interior's Office of Insular Affairs (OIA) Technical 
Assistance Program (TAP). Funding is allocated based upon population by insular area. A 
reserve of $13,750,000 has been set aside as a contingency in case of any unforeseen 
emergencies. 

U.S. Territories 
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Guam 
USVI 

COVID-19 

$12,039,565 

American Samoa 
CNMI 

$ 7,863,776 
$ 4,079,020 
$ 4,042,585 

FSM 
RMI 
Palau 

Freely Associated States 
$ 7,737,390 
$ 3,894,720 
$ 1,592,945 

Guidelines and instructions on applying for these funds have been sent to the Governors of 
each territory and to each FAS President. For general guidelines on how to apply for OIA TAP 
funding, please visit the OIA website at https://www.doi.gov/oia/financial-assistance. 
DOI-IA POC: Steven Savage, steve@uscompact.org; Ryan Edgars, ryan@uscompact.org 

DHS-TSA : (No changes, continuing mission.) The 
TSA Crisis Incident Management Command has 
been activated to help leadership respond to the 
covid-19 crisis for domestic and international 
operations. TSA international is engaging with foreign 
partners remotely and has suspended all travel. 

Aviation security foreign assessments and inspections are currently on hold and will be 
rescheduled when appropriate. TSA international is working with various USG Agencies and our 
foreign partners on strategies, best practices and new procedures to mitigate the spread of 
covid-19 via the global transportation system. TSA is also supporting U.S. embassies and 
consulates with managing the crisis and when needed, supporting efforts to repatriate American 
citizens. 
DHS-TSA POC: Ray Montgomery, Ray.Montqomery@tsa.dhs.gov 

Department of State - Global Engagement Center (DOS-GEC): All GEC 
COVID Disinformation Reports will be posted to GEC's data-sharing platform 
"GEC-IO." Anyone who would like to access these reports, please fi ll out the 
GEC-IO account request form at this 

link: https://forms.office.com/Paqes/ResponsePaqe.aspx?id=4XYAyt1 IFke p0M59Hhn0p3ylDo 
VOq5GqbnAmm YVLZpUNjA 1 VTZXRT dGVEJFSVoxNFRGOE9H RTFI Ri4u 

Consolidated communication guidance, is on the APAN JOC COVID website. Guidance can be 
found on the APAN JOC WATCH page under "USG COVID-19 Communication 
Guidance" https://urldefense.com/v3/ https://wss.apan.orq/pac/indopac-ops/ joc
watch/default.aspx and on the NIPR DEPS SharePoint site under COVID-19 
links https://pacom.deps.mil/sites/open-main/SitePages/Home.aspx 

DOS-GEC POC: Casi Gentzel, casi.gentzel@pacom.mil 
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Department of State - Foreign Policy Advisor (DOS-FPA): 
Australia: Australian state, territory, and Commonwealth governments have 
unified in an unprecedented new model of "cooperative federalism" to respond 
to the COVI D-19 pandemic. By having all state premiers and territory chief 
ministers join him in a new National Cabinet, Prime Minister Morrison has 
elevated them to national-level decision making and diminished the influence of 

his own cabinet and the federal opposition. State premiers and territory chief ministers have 
been free to set policies appropriate for their states and territories under the general guidance of 
the federal government, a unified approach that has been widely praised by media 
commentators, business leaders, and the general public. Premiers and chief ministers have 
called for this mechanism to replace the slow moving and partisan Council of Australian 
Governments (COAG) process. 

Taiwan: Taiwan has received worldwide acclaim for its successful response to the 
COVI D-19 pandemic and to date has reported fewer than 450 cases and only six deaths. Aside 
from its public health best practices, Taiwan also has much to offer the world on the medical 
research and development (R&D) front that could position it to emerge as a regional hub for 
R&D. Indicative of the efficiency and preparedness that has characterized Taiwan's COVID-19 
response, Taiwan's government established a central repository of COVID-19 specimens and 
made testing services available for researchers. Multiple government-affiliated public research 
institutions have utilized different technologies to develop rapid test kits that were transferred to 
companies for clinical trials and, if results are positive, eventual mass production. In fact, a 
Taiwanese vaccine manufacturer is one of the only companies worldwide to work with the U.S. 
National Institutes of Health on a potential vaccine. Moreover, Taiwanese hospitals are 
participating in multinational Remdesivir trials and local researchers are deploying Al tools to 
identify other possible treatments. Through these efforts, Taiwan continues to demonstrate its 
leadership and ability to help solve global public health challenges, all the more reason why the 
World Health Organization should invite Taiwan to observe the annual World Health Assembly. 

Malaysia: In his Labour Day speech, the Prime Minister announced that while large 
gatherings, interstate travel for personal visits, religious services, and school sessions will 
remain prohibited, all economic sectors are allowed to operate effective 4 May 2020, subject to 
strict health standard operating procedures. Other exceptions would be businesses and 
services requiring large group gatherings, enclosed spaces, and close contact. Ministry of 
International Trade and Industry officials confirmed that businesses need no longer apply for 
any exemptions, that interstate travel would be allowed for work purposes only - not 
vacation/visitation, and referred businesses to the website of National Security Council (Majlis 
Keselamatan Negara, MKN) - which promptly crashed - for a list of activities that are disallowed 
and stringent standard operating procedures to preserve public health. Business contacts' initial 
reactions suggest that the SOPs could be prohibitive. While additional guidance is still being 
rolled out, officials warned that resurgence in cases would result in enforcement measures that 
may impact operations and urged employees to continue as much telework as possible. 

Japan: Business conditions in Japan's industrial heartland are worse than any time in 
the last 40 years, according to a new Ministry of Finance report that underscored COVID's 
devasting economic impact. In a quarterly report issued on April 27, the ministry's regional 
bureau in Nagoya assessed conditions in the economies of Aichi, Gifu, Mie, and Shizuoka 
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prefectures to be "extremely severe," language used for the first time since the survey was 
started in 1976. The assessment was grimmer than those issued by bureau at the time of the 
2008 Lehman Shock or the 2011 Fukushima disaster. 

Republic of Korea (ROK}: ROK authorities reported nine new confirmed COVID-19 
cases on May 1, the thirteenth consecutive day with 15 or fewer cases nationwide. Of the new 
cases, eight were imported from overseas with only one attributed to domestic community 
spread; no new local cases occurred in Seoul. This follows figures from April 30, which reported 
zero new cases from domestic community spreading (four were imported) for the first time since 
February 18. During a May 1 afternoon press conference, Korea Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (KCDC) Director Jeong Eun Kyung health authorities noted that of 139 new 
cases over the past 14 days, 64 percent were imported from overseas and ROK health officials 
have been unable to identify the source of infection in roughly seven percent of cases. 
Reconfirmed cases, which the Korea Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (KCDC) 
recently determined are the result of dead remnants of the virus causing positive test results in 
previously cleared patients, increased by 24 on April 30, bringing the total to 329 or roughly 
three percent of confirmed cases. 

In the first Central Economic Response Headquarter (CERH) meeting on April 29, 
Deputy Prime Minister for Economy Hong Nam-ki began the process of fleshing out President 
Moon Jae-in's proposed Korean New Deal, directing ministries to find IT-focused long-term 
projects that will create jobs. Hong described this first meeting as a "brainstorming session," 
with further details to be decided at the second CERH meeting on May 7. The National 
Assembly on April 30 passed a $10 billion supplementary budget, the second this year. The 
ROKG also announced on April 29 that chartered flights were being made available for small 
and medium-sized (SME) enterprises to travel to Chongqing, China, and Jakarta, Indonesia, to 
enable them to address logistical challenges associated with their operations. This model will 
be utilized on an as-needed basis to support SMEs in the future. 

USFK: The number of USFK COVID-positive cases remained at 26. The ROK Air Force 
announced that on April 30 Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Won ln-choul attended a video 
conference with air force chiefs from across the Inda-Pacific region and shared the ROK 
military's successful knowhow related to containing COVID-1 9. He pledged 
transnational cooperation with the air forces' commanders to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases. Twenty countries - including the United States, France, Australia, 
Japan, Singapore, and Indonesia - participated in the conference organized by the 
commander of the Pacific Air Force. 
Indonesia: As of May 1, the Indonesian Ministry of Health (MOH) has confirmed 800 

deaths and 10,551 positive cases out of a total of 76,538 people tested, across all 34 provinces. 
Jakarta remains the epicenter with 375 reported deaths and 4,317 confirmed cases. 
Professional medical associations report 51 healthcare workers deaths due to COVID-19. The 
Ministry of Health (MOH) reported that adults aged 30 to 59 make up the largest proportion of 
COVI D-19 deaths. Policymakers and economists are preparing for a recession, and credit rating 
agencies expect Indonesia to have its lowest rating since the 1999 Asian financial crisis. Nearly 
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2 million workers have been laid off, prompting the GOI to enact cash transfer policies for 
vulnerable populations. After the first week of Ramadan, most basic food commodity prices 
remain stable at normal levels, key exceptions being imported products affected by bureaucratic 
delays - namely onions, garlic, buffalo meat, and sugar. Medan residents have staged multiple 
small-scale protests over perceived inadequate provision of COVI D-19 economic relief funds. 
Thirteen major Indonesian online, print, and broadcast media outlets noted President Trump's 
offer of medical assistance, including ventilators, to Indonesia during an April 24 phone call with 
President Joko "Jokowi" Widodo. 

Thailand: As of May 1, there are two confirmed COVID-19 cases among the 5,200 
refugees in Bangkok and no confirmed cases among the 93,000 refugees in the nine camps 
along the Thailand-Burma border. In part due to Mission Thailand and UN Country Team 
advocacy, the Royal Thai Government (RTG) has taken steps to ensure access to COVID-19 
testing for all foreigners (including refugees, who are considered illegal aliens), commit to pay 
for treatment, provide personal protective equipment (PPE) for camp-based health workers, and 
support IO/NGO efforts to raise awareness about social distancing and hygiene among 
refugees. Despite these positive steps, implementation at the provincial level has been uneven, 
with inconsistent restrictions on movement, restrictions on COVID-19 treatment to refugees, and 
a lack of awareness among hospitals about exempting foreigners from payment for testing and 
treatment. Humanitarian organizations continue to prepare for the high risk of an outbreak 
within the border refugee camps and to address increased needs for refugees who have lost 
their jobs in Thailand's gray economy. UNHCR and NGOs lauded Bureau of Population, 
Refugee, and Migration Affairs (PRM) approval of an additional $730,000 for COVID-19 
response in the border camps and CDC's contribution of $300,000 to support testing and 
surveillance, and welcome Mission Thailand engagement to encourage the RTG to include 
refugees and asylum seekers in its COVID-19 response. 

India: India kept its lights on during the COVID-19 crisis, but its highly indebted power 
sector is edging closer than ever to a financial precipice. For the fourth time in six years, the 
Government of India (GOI) has proposed amendments to India's Electricity Act that if enacted 
could address administrative and operational problems in the sector. Indian politicians, though, 
have lacked the political will to end the distribution of free electricity to constituents, whose 
nonpayments are bankrupting the power sector. COVID-19 events, and particularly the related 
economic downturn, have also weakened 2020 prospects for U.S. energy sales to India. During 
India's COVID-19 lockdown, fuel and electricity demand respectively plunged by roughly 60 and 
20 percent. Energy sector insiders expect it will take a year for Indian energy demand to return 
to normal levels. They worry that bankruptcies will ripple across the sector, but they remain 
confident in the sector's long-term potential. India now has record quantities of oil, gas, and coal 
in storage. A major coal trader suggests emerging import substitution efforts could target up to 
half of the coal market supplied by U.S. firms in India. 

Southern India: The state governments of Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu 
anticipate the central government in New Delhi will relax fiscal and monetary controls to help 
them kick-start their economies. Shut down for over a month, several export-focused 
manufacturing companies in Chennai's consular district expect soft credit to meet working 
capital needs and fiscal relief to help them get their bearings following the country-wide 
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lockdown. Industry leaders told post they envision free trade agreements as the way forward to 
capture and retain international market share. 

Additional India Highlights: USAID and India's largest public sector bank, the State 
Bank of India (SBI), are planning to announce that they are working together to leverage 
financial resources that will strengthen India's efforts to respond to COVID-19. These resources 
will be used to support healthcare facilities, civil society organizations, and research and 
academic institutions involved in developing and scaling innovations around COVID-19 
prevention, diagnostics, and cure. 

Due to USAID's work, the Government of Chhattisgarh has commissioned two U.S.
based companies, Quantela and CISCO, to establish an integrated, state-level COVID-19 
control and command center. USAID facilitated inter-departmental coordination between the 
Chhattisgarh Department of Health and Family Welfare and the Department of Urban 
Administration and Development to help begin work on this center. 

On April 30, the National Institute of Epidemiology asked CDC India's Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) team members to support a virtual training workshop as part of 
capacity building for COVI D -19 hospital preparedness and infection prevention and control 
activities in the state of Tamil Nadu. 120 people participated, including infection control 
specialist, nurses, and clinicians from 25 hospitals involved in COVID-19 response. The CDC 
team provided information to help staff operationalize hospital preparedness, early detection, 
triage of patients, standard precautions and laboratory safety activities needed to contain 
healthcare associated spread of COVID-19. CDC was requested to facilitate the follow-up 
trainings. 
DOS-FPA POC's: Andrew Ou Andrew.h.ou@pacom.mil and Anton Wishik, 
anton.wishik@pacom.mil 

Department of Treasury: China's Intrusive Use of Surveillance Camera's 
During COVID-19: Since February, county and district-level officials across 
China- including in Beijing, Shenzhen, Nanjing, and Changzhou- have been 
implementing intrusive measures to enforce COVID-19 home quarantines by 
placing surveillance cameras outside, and sometimes inside, the homes of 
people under quarantine. These cameras are monitored by community workers 

within residential compounds and police who receive an alert when a monitored door is opened. 
There is no official tally on the number of cameras installed to enforce home quarantine across 
China; however, the Chaoyang district government in Jilin province claimed to install 500 
cameras as of early February. In Hangzhou, the state-owned telecommunications company 
China Unicom helped install cameras. nCEN COVI D-19-related concerns while adhering to their 
BSA obligations 

Alibaba-Backed Startup Enters into Agreement with China's Central Bank: The Hong 
Kong based Artificial Intelligence (Al) startup Sense Time has come to an agreement with the 
People's Bank of China's digital currency unit to help conduct research and development of Al 
advances in China's financial sector. Sense Time is the world's highest valued Al startup, in 
2018 they received $600 million funding from Alibaba. 
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North Korea-China Trade: Resumption of Economic Activity in Dandong: The Chinese 
city of Dandong this month relaxed COVID-19-related restrictions in a gradual re-opening of its 
economy as new case occurrences in Liaoning Province fell to near zero, according to a NK 
News report. Dandong is a vital trade and aid gateway for the North and the resumption of 
economic activities in Dandong could spur resumed overland trade between China and North 
Korea. Relatedly, the North is paving supporting infrastructure and developing a customs 
complex outside of Sinuiju in conjunction with the New Yalu River Bridge crossing to Dandong. 
North Korea on 23 April extended the national emergency quarantine posture through the 

end of the year, according to a senior official in North Pyongan province quoted in a 
Radio Free Asia (RFA) article. 

North Korea-China Meeting over Food Supplies and Resumed Trade: A North Korean 
delegation reportedly met with Chinese officials this week to discuss increasing food imports 
and resuming bilateral trade that was suspended in January due to concerns over the spread of 
COVI D-19. The Chinese government previously rejected a North Korean proposal in mid-April 
to reopen trade, offering instead to resume trade in mid-May. This potential meeting followed 
other measures by the two governments that set conditions to renew trade. 
Department of Treasury POC: Glenn Baek glenn.baek@pacom.mil 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS}: As the Nation transitions from a 
period of crisis to economic recovery, the Department of Homeland Security 
(OHS) will continue to leverage every social , medical, logistical and security tool 
at its disposal to defend the homeland from COVI D-19. Thanks to a wide range 
of strategic initiatives, the Department and its components have achieved 
dozens of key deliverables last week through its unprecedented, whole-of

America response, which in return is slowing the virus's spread and saving millions of lives. 
These results could not have been secured by the Department without its dedicated workforce, 
who have adapted and persevered to meet these extraordinary challenges despite their own 
personal hardships. 
Below is a list of some of DHS's efforts against COVID-19 last week: 

United States Coast Guard (USCG}: No supply chain disruptions in region at this time; 
all US ports are open with no reported impacts to health of essential workforce. The Coast 
Guard along with its port partners continue to monitor events that may impact US/regional 
supply chains. 

Vessels are still running on schedule in the Guam, CNMI, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Palau Marshal Islands; however, container volume is down by 25-50%. Roll on
Roll-off vessel traffic still remains the same but is projected to reduced similarly in the coming 
weeks. 

There has been significant impact to the U.S. flagged fishing and longline fleet in 
American Samoa which is impacting tuna supply to the Star-Kist processing plant. New 
crewmembers cannot join vessels because of entry permit restrictions into American Samoa, 
limiting the majority of labor to just those crews that are already on island. 

Cruise ships continue to request Hawaii as a mid-ocean logistics stop as they reposition 
throughout the Pacific. State and Territorial Governors have issued orders for all arriving 
persons (visitors and residents), requiring a 14-day quarantine and have also constrained travel 
between islands. Cruise ships requesting arrival to Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa, and 
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Northern Mariana Islands are considered on case by case basis, with significant coordination 
between USCG and State/Territorial leadership. 

USCG POC: CAPT Michael Long, michael.c.long@pacom.mil 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA): FEMA continues to expedite the 

movement of critical supplies, including masks, respirators, gloves, goggles, and surgical 
gowns, from the global market to medical distributors in various locations across the U.S. This 
historic partnership with the private sector is named Project Air-Bridge. Between April 20th and 
April 26th, 21 international flights arrived in the U.S. with critical medical supplies, bringing the 
total to 85 with an additional 26 scheduled or in transit. These flights deliver PPE to areas of 
greatest need through prioritized distributor supply chains nine times faster than movement by 
sea. 

Countering Weapons of Mass Destruction(CWMD): CWMD contract personnel are 
continuing to support the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) with enhanced 
screenings for travelers through 13 specially designated airports. As of April 26th, CWMD has 
processed approximately 279,319 travelers for enhanced screening, including 1,506 who were 
referred to CDC for further medical evaluation. 

Customs and Border Protection (CBP): CBP announced on April 20th that it will 
extend its restrictions on non-essential travel across our shared borders with Canada and 
Mexico until May 21st. As President Trump has stated previously, border control, travel 
restrictions, and other limitations remain critical to slowing the spread of COVID-19 and allowing 
for the phased opening of the country. On April 23rd, CBP officials seized 2,000 counterfeit 
respirators that were shipped to the U.S. from China. Ensuring the integrity of imported goods, 
including personal protection equipment (PPE), is a vital function that CBP performs every day 
to protect the American public during the pandemic. 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA): CISA continues to 
coordinate with government and industry partners to ensure upcoming elections are accessible 
and secure for voters. On April 22nd, CISA's COVID-19 Elections Working Group, which is 
comprised of state, local, and private sector partners, released two new products focused on 
voter outreach, education, and best practices to ensure that every ballot is delivered properly to 
voter residences. 

Ensuring that Operation Centers and Control Rooms Remain Viable. On April 23rd, 
CISA released the Critical Infrastructure Operations Centers and Control Rooms Guide for 
Pandemic Response, which is geared towards all 16 critical infrastructure sectors identified by 
the federal government. The guide provides considerations and mitigation measures for 
operation centers and control rooms, but can be applied further to any critical node that is 
requ ired to continue functioning in a pandemic environment. 

Keeping the Healthcare Industry Safe and Secure. CISA, Health and Human Services 
(HHS), and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) jointly released a bulletin on April 24th 
regarding potential threats to the healthcare industry and resources on how to mitigate these 
threats. 

IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (ICE): On April 20th, ICE's 
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) unit, with assistance from CBP's Field Intelligence 
Group, seized approximately 5,300 potentially fraudulent COVID-19 test kits. This seizure is a 
part of an interagency enforcement campaign known as Operation Stolen Promise, which was 
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launched by ICE on April 15th to combat COVID-19-related fraud and other criminal activity. To 
date, ICE has opened more than 190 investigations nationwide. 

INTELLIGENCE & ANALYSIS (l&A): On April 24th, l&A and CISA partnered with the 
American Hospital Association tolaunch a podcast mini-series addressing cyber threats that put 
the U.S. health system at risk. It offers best practices to security experts and health care 
administrators who are responsible for the infrastructure supporting medical providers during the 
COVID-19 response. 

DHS-CISA POC: James Cruz, james.cruz@hq.dhs.gov 

Department of Justice (DOJ): (No Major updates for DOJ for week of 
01MAY20). The Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding program, 
authorized by the recent stimulus legislation signed by President Trump, will 
allow eligible state, local, and tribal governments to apply immediately for these 
critical funds. The department is moving quickly to make awards, with the goal 
of having funds available for drawdown within days of the award. For more 

information about the Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding program, please visit 
https://bja.ojp.gov/funding/opportunities/bja-2020-18553 . For more information about the Office 
of Justice Programs, please visit https://www.ojp.gov/ . 

Anyone who learns of hoarding or price gouging of PPE should report it to the National 
Center for Disaster Fraud by dialing 1-866-720-5721 or emailing disaster@leo.gov 

Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA): The Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency (DTRA) Chem/Bio Defense S& T provides operational support to 
COVID-19 operations. 
Medical Air-bridge. DTRA assisted with a MILAIR air-bridge ISO the initial 
COVID-19 outbreak. Air-Bridge link is: 
https ://www .dvidsh u b. net/n ews/365627 /dtra-builds-air-bridqe-respond-covid-19 

and the effort continues to grow in capability to transport needed medical supplies around the 
world supporting US citizens and our international partners. On April 2, 2020, the mission 
transitioned to NORTHCOM because the scope exceeded DTRA's capability. 

TRANSCOM Patient JUONS. On 28 March, the TRANSCOM Commander requested 
additional MILAIR Transport Isolation System (TIS) ISO of COVID-19. During the West African 
Ebola outbreak TRANSCOM was equipped with TISs however, the COVID-19 pandemic 
exceeds the current capacity. TRANSCOM anticipates acquiring twelve Portable 
Biocontainment Care Models (PBCMs) which are a Department of State solution and the USAF 
PEO is developing a negative Pressure Conex (NPC) capable of maintaining contamination 
containment and increase patient transport. 

Aircraft Airflow Modeling. DTRA is creating models comparing C-1 ?'s, C-130's, KC-135's 
and commercial air to determine air flow rates, air turnover, and filtration to assess crew risk to 
determine the best PPE for aircrew members transporting COVID-1 9 infected patients. 
DoD's Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program COVID-19 Activities: The DoD 
Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program works with international and interagency partners 
to mitigate weapons of mass destruction (WMD)-related threats to U.S. forces, the U.S. 
homeland, U.S. allies, and U.S. interests. Through the authorities provided by the DoD CTR 
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Act, DoD has reduced chemical, biological, and nuclear threats to the U.S. and its interests by 
working with partners to eliminate WMD stockpiles, provide safe and secure storage for 
materials of concern, and detect and prevent WMD proliferation. 

Through the CTR Program's Biological Threat Reduction Program (BTRP), DoD 
prevents the proliferation of biological weapons, weapons components, and weapons-related 
materials, technology, and expertise. BTRP seeks to facilitate the detection and reporting of 
highly dangerous pathogenic diseases that cou ld affect the readiness and lethality of U.S. 
armed forces, regardless of whether such outbreaks are naturally occurring or result from 
accidental or intentional release of a pathogen. To accomplish this, BTRP works with partner 
nations to improve national and regional biosafety, biosecurity, and biosurveillance capabilities. 

Major INDOPACOM Highlights of Current CTR Foreign Engagements / Current Use of 
DoD-DTRA provided capabilities. 

Cambodia: From 12-13 March, BTRP and CDC provided training to 135 participants 
from the Cambodian Ministry of Health in Siem Reap and Kampong Cham. The training 
included infection control, patient triage, specimen collection, and use of PPEs in the laboratory. 
This training is vital to Cambodia's ability to detect, diagnose, and respond to respiratory EDPs. 

Guinea: On 13 March Guinea's Ministry of Health used the DTRA-provided Mobile 
Diagnostic Laboratory (MDL) in Conakry to confirm the first case of COVID-19 in Guinea. The 
MDL is designated by the Ministry of Health as the sole laboratory in Guinea to handle and test 
all suspected COVID-19 specimens. The MDL Director continues to share outbreak information 
with BTRP and coordinate efforts with in-country partners to track and contain the spread of 
COVID-19 and other EDPs. 

India: CTR, through U.S. CDC agreement, purchased PPE and sample collection kits -
through a local supplier- to be utilized for the International Airport Transport Association and 
Biorisk Management trainings for the members of Indian National- and State-level Rapid 
Response Teams, and lab technicians of the Virus Research and Diagnostic Lab and Integrated 
Disease Surveillance Program laboratory networks involved in India's COVID-19 response. 

Laos: On 13 March, BTRP conducted a Table Top Exercise in Vientiane to assess 
COVID-19 outbreak response and mitigation of widespread community transmission. On 19-20 
March, BTRP conducted a follow-up COVID-19 simulation exercise at Wattay International 
Airport in Vientiane to test public health readiness at critical points of entry. One hundred and 
thirty representatives from 11 ministries participated to assess the government's outbreak 
response capability and mitigation of widespread community transmission in Lao People's 
Democratic Republic. Simulation exercises are critical for building national response capacity 
by improving communication among key stakeholders and enhancing disease detection to 
minimize impact on the human, animal and environmental sectors while accelerating reporting 
to the international community. 

Malaysia: CTR provided molecular diagnostic training to scientists from the national 
laboratories that diagnosed the first four COVID-19 cases in Malaysia. Using capacities 
developed through CTR collaboration, Malaysia will develop COVID-19 diagnostic assays for 
use at their medical facility. 

Philippines: DTRA's U.S. Coast Guard officer in Manila advised the Philippine Coast 
Guard on measures to manage COVID-19 patients aboard ships and a Philippine initiative to 
convert a passenger vessel into a floating hospital in the Manila Bay to quarantine COVID-19 
patients. 
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Thailand: Chulalongkorn University (CU) scientists used CTR-provided diagnostic 
equipment and training to determine the first COVID-19 case outside of China, resulting in early 
detection and reporting that the disease was spreading outside of China. DTRA provided 
critical laboratory equipment (a 4-capillary Genetic Analyzer for sequencing and fragment 
analysis) to the Thai Red Cross-Emerging Infectious Disease Health Science Centre (TRC-EID) 
at the CU laboratory. This diagnostic equipment expands Thailand's diagnostic capability for 
detection in patients at the CU TRC-EID laboratory. Thailand's detection and identification of 
the novel coronavirus represents a major success for BTRP's threat reduction efforts in 
Thailand and further reinforces Thailand's position as a regional leader. 

Vietnam: Between 2015 and 2019, DTRA BTRP provided designs and equipment for 
four regional Public Health Emergency Operations Centers (PHEOCs) to increase Vietnam's 
capacity to quickly and effectively detect, diagnose, and report EDPs. These PHEOCs were 
integrated into a national PHEOC network, which was activated for COVID-19 on January, 26, 
2020, immediately after the first case of COVID-19 detected. The PHEOCs operate 24/7 to 
actively collect and share COVI D-19 surveillance information across the network, with PH EOC 
network leadership, and up the chain to Ministry of Health leadership. Six fellows from the 
BTRP-supported Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP) are actively engaged in the 
COVID-19 investigations. The FETP fellows are collecting, collating, and analyzing data and 
coordinating with the National Hospital of Tropical Disease (NHTD) to conduct virtual interviews 
with hospitalized patients via tablet. NHTD is the main hospital treating COVID-19 patients in 
northern Vietnam. 
Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) POC's: COL Jeffrey Winston 
jeffrey.winston@pacom.mil ; L TC Joseph Woolsey joseph.woolsey@pacom.mil ; Mr. Bruce 
Barrett bruce. barrett. ctr@pacom. mi I 

lnteragency Updates produced by INDOPACOM J98 lnteragency Division. POC: MAJ 
William Keogh, William.keoqh@pacom.mil 
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USINDOPACOM Helpful Information 

• **COVID-19 CSWG APAN website: https://wss.apan.org/pac/indopac
ops/cswg/default.aspx 

• **DOD Coronavirus Response Spotlight webpage: 
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/ 

o The Department of Defense created this webpage to provide easy access to the latest 
information on DOD's efforts to combat COVID-19. The Spotlight also provides 
important information separating facts and myths and how DOD supports the whole-of
government COVID-19 response. Topics found on the Spotlight include: 

• DOD Guidance and Publications 
• News Releases and Briefing Transcripts 
• DOD Response Timeline 
• News stories from around the globe in DOD's actions in the fight against COVID-19 
• Videos and Photos 
• Essential Links to Additional Resources 

• Centers For Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) COVID-19 Communication 
Highlights and Fact Sheet. Can be found on our CSWG AP AN site: 
https :/ /wss.apan.org/pac/indopac-ops/csw g/Interagenc y/Forms/ Allltems .aspx 

• 21APR20: SECDEF extended DoD-wide travel restrictions through 30 JUN. The order 
will continue to stop the movement of most military forces and their families to new 
assignments around the world in an effort to curtail the spread of the coronavirus. 

• USINDOPACOM Commander's Message to the Force (3APR20): 
https ://www.pacom.mil/Media/Commanders-Message-to-the-Force/ 

• USINDOPACOM COVID-19 Information Website: https://www.pacom.mil/About
USINDOPACOM/US-Indo-Pacom-COVID-19-Information/ 

• USINDOPACOM NIPR Sharepoint Site: https://pacom.deps.mil/sites/open
main/SitePages/Home.aspx 

• USINDOPACOM COVID Joint Information Center page: https://wss.apan.org/pac/indopac
ops/J34 %20KM%20Library/COVID%20Welcome%20Page-1.aspx 

• USINDOPACOM Twitter Page: https://twitter.corn/INDOPACOM 

• All GEC COVID Disinformation Reports will be posted to GEC's data-sharing platform 
"GEC-IQ." Anyone who would like to access these reports, please fill out the GEC-
IQ account request form at this link: 
https ://forms.office.corn/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx ?id=4XY Aytl IFke p0M59Hhn0p3ylDo V 
Og5GqbnAmmYVLZpUNjA1VTZXRTdGVEJFSVoxNFRGOE9HRTFIRi4u 

• 24MAR20: USINDOPACOM HPCON Level C, High Risk 
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• Secretary of Defense issued guidance for the wear of cloth face coverings for all 
individuals on DoD installations when they cannot maintain six feet of social distancing. 
Individuals are encouraged to fashion face coverings from household items such as t-shirts or 
clean cloth that can cover the nose and mouth area. 

DoD Strategic Narrative and Top Line Messages 

Strategic Narrative 

The DoD's priorities are the protection of service members, their families, and the department's 
civilian work force; safeguarding and maintaining our ability to defend the nation and its 
interests; and supporting our U.S. Government partners in this fight. This will be done in a 
transparent manner that adheres to the latest CDC guidance and that of our overseas host nations. 
Force Health Protection (FHP) measures may not directly correlate to, and may even exceed, 
national or local guidelines in some areas to ensure mission success. The DoD is aggressively 
supporting a wide variety of interagency partners. This support will continue until the outbreak is 
contained and local health care systems around the world can control the disease. 

DoD Top Lines Messages 

• UPDATE: Key Developments: Nearly 62,400+ DoD personnel supporting COVID relief 
(01MAY20) 

• DoD is focused on providing military manpower and equipment - both capacity and 
capability - to state and local authorities to help combat COVID-19 and is shifting its focus to 
other potential hotspots. (Supporting State and Local Civil Authorities) 

• Protecting our people has remained a DoD priority from the start. We must take those 
prudent measures to limit COVID-19's spread, while also ensuring our people are trained and 
ready to defend the nation. (Protecting Our People) 

• NEW: Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the U.S. Government has utilized an All-of-
America approach, and already committed more than $770M in assistance specifically aimed at 
fighting this pandemic. (Protecting Our People) 

• NEW: COVID-19 remains a global chaJlenge that no nation can face alone - our strong 
network of alliances and partnerships is critical to combating this virus. (Supporting Our 
Allies and Partners) 

• NEW: The United States has been the largest contributor to global health security for 
decades, contributing more than $140B in global health assistance in the 21st century alone. 
(Supporting Our Allies and Partners) 

• NEW: DoD has provided millions in humanitarian assistance to 65 partner nations 
through the provision of medical and personal protective equipment and the transportation of 
humanitarian cargo. (Supporting Our Allies and Partners) 
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• DoD will continue to safeguard U.S. national interests and those of our allies and partners 
throughout this crisis. (Supporting Our Allies and Partners) 

• DoD assistance to allies and partners is a testament to the value we place on these 
relationships. (Supporting Our Allies and Partners) 

• To date, DoD has provided over $3 million in humanitarian assistance to 51 partner 
nations through the provision of medical and personal protective equipment and the 
transportation of humanitarian cargo. (Supporting Our Allies and Partners) 

• INDOPACOM remains committed to the security and stability of the region and is 
postured and ready to ensure a free and open Indo-Pacific. (Supporting Our Allies and Partners) 

• This pandemic underscores the importance of clear communication and transparency in 

fighting a common threat, which has long been a strength of the U.S. network of alliances and 
partnerships that remain the backbone of global security. (Supporting Our Allies and Partners) 

• We continue to maintain a ready, global presence. (Maintaining Mission Readiness) 

• DoD has plans in place that ensure the nuclear triad of strategic bombers, intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, and submarine-launched missiles continue to be a ready and reliable deterrent. 
(Maintaining Mission Readiness) 

• The DOD continues to serve and deploy around the world. Ships are sailing, planes are 
flying, and training is happening to safeguard U.S. national interests and those of our allies and 
partners. (Maintaining Mission Readiness) 

• DoD remains prepared to respond to security threats. The United States and our allies 
maintain ample capabilities to defeat aggression in any domain. (Maintaining Mission 
Readiness) 

DoD Senior Leader Messages 

Secretary of Defense Dr. Mark Esper 

• "The Department of Defense's top priority remains the protection and welfare of our 
people. While directing this prudent action, I continue to delegate aJI necessary authority to 
commanders to make fmther decisions based on their assessments to protect their people and 
ensure mission readiness. While we deal with this fluid and evolving situation, I remain 
confident in our ability to protect our service members, civilians and families." 

• "While most of America is rightly looking inward and taking care of one another, taking 
care of their families and communities, we [the U.S. military] continue to stand guard, looking 
outward for America's adversaries, whether it's China trying to jeopardize freedom of the seas, 
whether it's Russia aircraft trying to enter our air space." I 16APR20 
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• "We must maintain our national mission capabilities, our readiness, our ability to protect 
the United States, because our adversaries are not standing down ... So our troops remain ready. 
We're doing everything we can to make sure they're protected." I 16APR20 

• "I've outlined from day one three priorities: first, protecting our servicemembers, our 
DOD civilians and their families; second, ensuring we can conduct our national security 
missions; and third, providing full support to the president's whole-of-nation and whole-of
government response." I 16APR20 

• "And it's important that we continue to help our allies and partners and friends, as we 
work our way through this pandemic. It's a global crisis, and it requires a global response, and 
we try and cooperate and coordinate as much as possible." I SecDef/CJCS Town Hall 09APR20 

• "We continue, through our combatant commanders, to provide health and basic education 
projects to 22 partner nations through our Overseas Humanitarian Aid and -- Humanitarian, 
Disaster and Civic Aid Program." I SecDef/CJCS Town Hall 09APR20 

• "Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) has provided a lot of support in laboratory 
and diagnostic supplies to over 28 partner nations across four continents." I SecDef/CJCS Town 
Hall 09 APR20 

• "So, we're doing a lot across DOD, across the Department of Defense, to help our 
partners and allies. And we will do more, particularly as our own supply chains get up and 
running and begin producing medical equipment and PPE, we'll be available to share that with 
our partners and allies as well." I SecDef/CJCS Town Hall 09APR20 

• ''I'm absolutely confident that we are very ready to handle any mission that comes our 
way, and why is that? Because our commanders and NCOs have taken great care to protect our 
units, to ensure mission readiness." I SecDef/CJCS Town Hall 09APR20 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff GEN Mark Milley 

• "The U.S. military is very, very capable to conduct whatever operations are necessary to 
defend the American people. And we are ready today, we'll be ready tomorrow. And we will 
adapt ourselves to be able to operate within a COVID-19 environment. We're already doing 
that." I SecDef/CJCS Town Hall 09APR20 

• "So we are dealing with COVID-19, but we are doing so to minimize the impact on 
operational readiness to be able to respond to any contingency. So I'm very confident in the U.S. 
military's ability to respond if necessary." I SecDef/CJCS Town Hall 09APR20 

• "We're a resilient military. Many times we have bent, but we never break. And that will 
happen this time, as well, and we will emerge on the other side of this as a stronger nation, and a 
stronger military." I SecDef/CJCS Town Hall 09APR20 
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TOPIC: Strategic Competition with PRC 

Mr. Chad Sbragia, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for China, 9APR20 

• "The U.S. and China have a broad relationship with cooperation across a variety of 
fronts. Within DoD, we want to achieve a constructive, stable, and results-oriented relationship. 
This crisis does not change that. In fact, we offer our sympathies for those who have been 
impacted by this outbreak in China." 

o "We will continue working with China to prevent and manage crises, reduce risk to 
forces operating near each other, and cooperate in areas of shared interest, including 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief." 

• "The choice at hand is between preserving the existing global system or aJlowing China 
to weaken and reshape it in ways that do not align with accepted international norms and 
standards." 

• "We do urge the PRC to ensure any medical supplies provided are high quality and to not 
provide them with the expectation for political concessions from countries in need." 

• "We have communicated to China's military that the pandemic should serve as a focus of 
cooperation, and to avoid "militarizing" this crisis or using it for propaganda, including by 
spreading disinfo1mation that the U.S. military "planted" the virus in Wuhan." 

• "Through my lens, it's important to note that a global health pandemic is an opportunity 
to set aside differences and identify constructive outlets for cooperation and we offer our 
sympathy for those who have been impacted by this outbreak in China and elsewhere." 

• "The U.S. certainly welcomes China's call to combat the COVID-19 pandemic together 
and we welcomed high-quality Chinese aid to help alleviate the suffering felt around the world, 
to include in Europe. This certainly underscores the importance of clear communication and 
transparency and fighting common threat. This has long been a strength of the U.S. network of 
alliances and partnerships that remain the backbone of global security and prosperity." 

• "Because China was the first to learn of this outbreak, we feel that the CPC's -- the 
Chinese Communist Party officials in Wuhan and Beijing had a special responsibility to inform 
the Chinese people and the world of the threat." 

o "We've certainly been disappointed at one point that the Communist Party's propaganda 
and disinformation campaign effort, at one point, tried to shift the responsibility of this 
pandemic to others, which was unfounded, futile and really counterproductive." 

• "Our militaries must remain committed to seeking cooperation over confrontation during 
the pandemic so that the world can recover and prosper. 

• "In this light, we welcomed the commitment by the China's -- by China's Ministry of 
Defense to maintain combating COVID-19 as an area of cooperation with the Defense 
Department rather than as a sow-ce of confrontation." 

7 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 



FL-2022-00076 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

A-00000574588 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

• "There's an important sign here of cooperation. One is the agreement with China's 
military to implement lessons learned in the wake of the pandemic into future U .S.-China 
bilateral disaster management exchanges. And we will certainly look forward to exploring other 
opportunities and expect them to do so as well." 

• " . . . certainly we're in a period of strategic competition with China. It's been very 
important to us and we have interagency alignment on ensuring that our strategic competition 
with China shouldn't be impacted by the COVID-19 area or period. This is a time of 
collaboration, and coordination, and cooperation." 

• "It's important as that I think that we have a consensus between the leaders of the two 
militaries that we want to avoid COVID issues flowing into and being militmized, instead 
remaining as a degree of cooperation." 

Additional Talking Points on China **UPDATED** 

(cao 29APR20) Note: Not intended to be comprehensive toplines on DoD response to COVID-
19, but to focus on impacts to U.S. -China relations and strategic competition. 

• NEW: The pandemic highlights the importance of transparency to human health, good 
governance, and the global economy. Restricting information has had devastating consequences 
for China and the global community. 

• NEW: The PRC has a special responsibility for this crisis and we welcome no-strings 
attached contributions - as we would from any other nation - of high quality supplies to meet 
public health needs. 

• NEW: We expect the PRC to share all virus data and work through recognized and 
credible mechanisms for humanitalian and global health assistance to sell or donate high-quality 
medical supplies. Assistance should not be exploited for propaganda purposes or to gain leverage 
on issues. 

• China has a special responsibility for this crisis and therefore we welcome China's 
contributions to public health assistance in other countries, provided these are offered without 
conditions. 

o Providing assistance without stipulations to others in their time of need would mirror 
the actions of the international community in providing assistance to China during its 
time of need, and be a responsible measure on the part of China to contain the spread 
of the virus. 

• Uf raised) The U.S. government has communicated to China's military that the pandemic 
should serve as a focus of cooperation, and to avoid "militarizing" this crisis or using it for 
propaganda, including by spreading disinformat ion that the U.S. military "planted" the virus in 
Wuhan. 

• DoD remains prepared to respond to security threats. The United States and our allies 
maintain ample capabilities to defeat aggression in any domain. 
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• We have communicated to China's military that the pandemic should serve as a focus of 
cooperation, and to avoid "militarizing" this crisis or using it for propaganda, including by 
spreading disinformation that the U.S. military "planted" the virus in Wuhan. 

TOPIC: COVID-19 Messaging for Allies and Partners 

Joint Staff J39 Communication Strategy & Analysis Division (CSAD) 

• COVID-19 is a global challenge that no nation can face alone - our network of alliances 
and partnerships will be critical in combating the virus. 

• As we support our governments leading the domestic response, we must remain vigilant 
in defending the rules based international order from adversaries that may be looking to take 
advantage of the cmTent crisis. 

• To meet this challenge, the United States military remains ready and capable to deter any 
acts of aggression and defend our shared interests. 

• While continuing to deepen our defense relationship, we should also look for ways to 
expand our regional network and support our partners during this time. 

• The United States has already provided $8B in global aid to combat COVID-19; with the 
DoD providing humanitarian assistance and testing support to dozens of countries. 

• Key areas where we should focus our combined efforts are improving detection and 
response, supporting international health care systems, responding to humanitarian crises, and 
sharing lessons learned and best practices to limit transmission and better protect the force. 

• This pandemic underscores the importance of a rules based international order, as it sets 
the conditions that enable us to address this shared threat in a way that is transparent, focused, 
and effective. 

• As for China, we have communicated that this pandemic is an opportunity for 
cooperation - urging them to avoid "militarizing" this crisis, using it for propaganda, or 
spreading disinformation and the absurdity that the U.S. military "planted" the virus in Wuhan. 

• We welcome China, as we would any other nation, to contribute to public health 
assistance in other countries, provided it is offered with no strings attached. 

• Now, more than ever, we need to embody the values that have benefited us all - values 
that will get us through this crisis together. 

• DoD remains prepared to respond to security threats. The United States and our allies 
maintain ample capabilities to defeat aggression in any domain. 
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OSD Fact Sheets 

Theme: Supporting State and Local Civil Authorities 

U.S. NORTHERN COMMAND (USNORTHCOM) 

[08/31/2023] 

• USNORTHCOM, in support of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 
is leading the DoD response to COVID-19 efforts in the continental United States, ensuring other 
hotspots around our country are receiving the support they need. 

• UPDATE: There are nearly 62,400+ DoD personnel supporting COVID relief. 

• UPDATE: USNORTHCOM is responsible for the DoD's active-duty operations in 
support of COVID-19 stabilization efforts with over 14,500+ people deployed, including 3,450 
medical personnel, staffing a total of 22 medical facilities or embedded operations nationally. 

o UPDATE: The USNS Comfort departed New York City on 30APR. 

o UPDATE: All remaining patients at the Javits Center will transfer to local hospitals 
today ahead of New York state officials closing the center next week. DoD's 
commitment to helping New York continues as 700 medical personnel are supporting 
NYC hospitals. 

• DoD has provided 919 total ventilators to support COVID operations with another 250 
awaiting transport. 

• In support of the Department of State, DoD has transported 2,716 American citizens for 
repatriation via available opportune airlift and contracted missions. 

• The U.S. Army has temporarily delayed the movement of future soldiers to Basic 
Combat Training. This two-week pause will be used to ensure appropriate safety measures are in 
place and allow leaders to focus on setting conditions to safely restart movement. 

City by City Efforts 

• New York City - Six Army Urban Augmentation Medical Task Forces (UAMTFs) 
cun-ently support the Javits Center and local hospitals. Local officials stop transferring patients to 
USNS Comfort in anticipation of its departure today 30APR. 

DoD is ensuring other hotspots around our country are receiving the support they need. 

• New Jersey-Three Army UAMTFs are supporting the Edison Exposition Center, 
Newark University Hospital, Atlantic City Convention Center, and Salem Hospital. 

• Stamford, CT -The UAMTF, along with additional support from a Navy Expeditionary 
Medical Facility detachment and Air Force Reservists, are treating patients at the Bennett 
Medical Center. 

• Boston, MA - The UAMTF at the Boston Convention and Exposition Center is treating 
patients. Another UAMTF at Tewksbury Hospital will be fully operational today. 
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• Pennsylvania -The UAMTF supporting the Temple University Alternate Care Facility, 
Temple University Hospital, Einstein Hospital, Chestnut Hill Hospital, Mercy Hospital, and in 
East Stroudsburg has achieved initial operational capability. 

• Detroit, MI - The U AMTF at the TCP Center is operational staffing 40 beds. 

• Los Angeles - The USNS Mercy personnel are providing medical support at Fairview 
Skilled Nursing facility. 

• Louisiana -The Navy Expeditionary Medical Facility detachment (EMF-M) in New 
Orleans continues to treat patients at the Morial Convention Center.EMF-Mat Mid-City 
Hospital in Baton Rouge has 58 of 60 beds occupied with COVID+ patients. 

• Seattle -The 627th and 47th Field Hospitals supporting the CenturyLink Events Center 
are ready to accept patients with a 250 bed capacity. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

• In support of FEMA the DoD is deploying a combined total of 1,000 Air Force and Navy 
medical providers to the New York City area with 300 to work in the Javits Center and the 
remaining 700 to deploy to other area locations to expand local medical capabilities 

• Approved Base Support Installations to support FEMA providing staging and storage 
areas for their response operations. The approved installations are: Beale AFB, CA; Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord, WA; Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst, NJ. 

• Activated Dual-Status Commanders, Title 10 deputies and Joint Enabling Capability 
teams to Washington, New York and California. 

• Activated Defense Coordinating Officers across all 10 FEMA regions. 

• At the request of FEMA, the DoD will expand its medical support to include COVID-19 
positive patients at the Javits Federal Medical Station (PMS) in New York City, the Moria] PMS 
in New Orleans, and the Kay Bailey Hutchinson PMS in Dallas. 

National Guard - Air and Army (State by State Efforts) 

• Nearly 45,000+ Air and Army National Guard professionals are supporting COVID-19 
response at the direction of their governors. State priorities are focused on testing and screening, 
as well as providing logistical support through warehousing and distribution of medical supplies 
and food. 

• The Alaska National Guard is sourcing and disseminating equipment and personnel to 
support local community organizations. 

• The Arizona National Guard is delivering personal protective equipment and donated 
food to the Navajo Nation. 
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• On Easter Sunday, Arkansas National Guard members unloaded six tractor trailers full 
of Personal Protective Equipment to be sent to 75 counties across the state. 

• UPDATE: The California National Guard is providing eight-person medical support 
teams to skilled nursing facilities at 10 sites in Los Angeles County, providing additional 
medical capacity to facilities treating vulnerable populations. CANG has nearly 2,000 Guard 
men and women activated in response to COVID-19. 

• Over 420 Colorado National Guard members are activated, testing as many as 300 
residents a day at a walk-up and drive-thru testing site, and supporting the city of Denver 
homeless shelters. 

• The Connecticut National Guard turned a vehicle designed to detect environmental 
contamination into a mobile clinical laboratory to expand the health department's COVID-19 
testing capacity, expecting to provide lab tests for 80 patients per week. 

• Florida has almost 3,000 National Guard members on duty in response to COVID-19. 
Guard men and women have assisted in testing more than 72,500 individuals through mobile 
testing and community-based testing sites. 

• UPDATE: Nine Georgia National Guard strike teams are deployed statewide, testing 
long-term care residents for COVID-19. Additionally, GANG medics are augmenting staff in 14 
hospitals across the state. 

• The Hawaii National Guard flew nearly 200,000 donated surgical masks from Oahu to 
Hilo, to be distiibuted to communities across the island. 

• The Illinois National Guard is establishing mobile testing sites in Chicago and 
Bloomington, conducting assessments for alternate care facilities and providing medical support 
to one Illinois Department of Corrections facility. 

• The Iowa National Guard is supporting the health department in the operation of the 
state's first drive up testing site in Des Moines. 

• NEW: The Kansas National Guard has 500+ National Guardsmen on duty supporting 
four testing sites, providing screening at a correctional facility, distributing food at eight food 
banks, and assisting with N95 mask fit tests at nursing and rehabilitation facilities. 

• More than 230 Kentucky National Guard Airmen and Soldiers spent four days turning a 
fairground exhibit hall into an alternate care facility, ready to accept 288 patients if needed 

• The Louisiana National Guard is supporting dual missions in northeast Louisiana: 
packing food boxes for residents during stay-at-home period and clearing debris in response to 
several recent tornadoes. 

• The Maine National Guard is providing rapid response to public health agencies and 
conducting response efforts in 16 counties. 

• UPDATE: The Maryland National Guard has 1,200+ Guardsmen activated for a variety 
of missions, including delivering medical protective equipment and ventilators to hospitals and 
providing specialized services to nursing homes and children's medical facilities. 
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• More than 1,800 Massachusetts National Guardsmen and women are activated for a 
variety of missions, to include delivering personal protective equipment to first responders, food 
bank operations, drive-thru testing and mobile testing teams, and medical staff assisting at public 
hospitals. 

• The Michigan National Guard assisted in transforming a 350,000-square-foot section of 
Deh·oit's TCF Center into a 970-bed hospital, augmenting Detroit's regional health care system 
with tailored treatment for COVID-19 patients. 

• Minnesota National Guard members are cutting fabric, laundering, and dish·ibuting 
masks for mission essential personnel throughout the state. 

• The Missouri National Guard has delivered 70,000+ breakfasts and lunches to school-
age children across the state. 

• Montana National Guard members are building a mobile modular alternate care facility 
that can be transported anywhere in the state depending on the medical need. 

• The Nebraska National Guard is helping DoD and Air Mobility Command test airframes 
to find the safest way to transport people who are either infected with or exposed to COVID-19. 

• Nevada National Guard Soldiers are helping local hospitals transport, set up and secure 
tents for overflow patient care in one of many COVID-19 missions in one of the largest 
activations in the state's history. 

• The New Hampshire National Guard continues to support around-the-clock 
warehousing, creating a steady stream of Personal Protective Equipment to first responders and 
healthcare professionals across the state. To date, they've delivered 1,700 orders, an estimated 
100 tons of freight. 

• The New Jersey National Guard is helping set up an alternate care site in the Atlantic 
City Convention Center. The facility will provide 250 beds for non-COVID patients. 

• 3,500+ New York National Guard members are assisting the state with a variety of 
missions to include distributing food. On average, 100,000+ meals a day are delivered to 
quarantined individuals in need across NYC's five boroughs. 

• UPDATE: The North Carolina National Guard is helping plant, tend and harvest 
produce at a food farm with 100% of the harvest going to food-insecure households. In j ust one 
day, National Guard members harvested nearly 500 pounds of collards. 

• The North Dakota National Guard is assisting the state's health department with drive 
through testing of first responders in Fargo. 

• Ohio NG is supporting 12 food banks across the state. 

• Oklahoma National Guard members are assisting at two food banks that have seen a 60 
percent increase in demand for food assistance while having to decrease volunteers due to 
essential-staff-only restrictions. 

• The Oregon National Guard delivered 395,000 pieces of medical PPE to long-term care 
facilities across the state. 
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• As part of its food delivery operation, men and women of the Pennsylvania National 
Guard recently delivered food to Children's Hospital, Ronald McDonald House, and community 
points of distribution in Pittsburgh. 

• The Rhode Island National Guard delivered more than 800 sampling kits to five 
locations across the state, and collected over 300 samples for transport. 

• The South Carolina National Guard is building testing sites and erecting tents for patient 
triage. 

• The Tennessee National Guard is assisting at 37 testing sites and supporting nursing 
homes with patient movement as needed. 

• The Texas National Guard will mobilize 1,200 personnel as part of its new Coronavirus 
mobile testing teams. 

• The Vermont National Guard has established a temporary triage site outside of the 
emergency room at the University of Vermont Medical Center, where they are evaluating 
patients in order to unburden the staff inside. 

• Virgin Islands National Guard members are conducting airport screening at St. Croix 
and St. Thomas airports, and assisting with beach closure operations. 

• The Virginia National Guard has 500+ personnel assisting with food banks, mobile 
testing sites, and health care coordination across the state. 

• Washington National Guard members continue food bank support, providing more than 
800,000 meals, approximately 6.4 million pounds of food, and testing more than 1,300 people at 
testing sites throughout the state. 

• The West Virginia National Guard is helping the state plan for a safer reopening by 
providing training to more than 700 retailers and long-term care facilities on proper 
decontamination techniques. 

• The Wisconsin Natjonal Guard organized a mobile testing facility over the weekend at 
the Milwaukee County House of Correction. The National Guard members are testing 950 
inmates and staff for COVID-19. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) 

• The Army Corps of Engineers in concert with federal, state and local partners are 
bringing their talents to bear to convert buildings into temporary hospitals. 

• UPDATE: USA CE is executing 46 FEMA Mission Assignments totaling $1.8 billion, 
with 15,000 personnel engaged and 1,354 deployed in support of COVID-19 response 
operations. USACE has assessed 1,130 sites for possible use as Alternate Care Facilities (ACFs). 
To date, USACE has awarded 34 ACF construction contracts to add 14,779 beds to states with 
critical bed shortages - 24 of these 34 ACFs are now complete. 

• NEW: USACE's Savannah District and contractors with Conti Federal Services are 
currently converting the Army National Guard Regional Training Institute on St. Croix into a 
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24-bed COVID capable patient care facility. The project is in response to a FEMA mission 
assignment in support of the U.S. Virgin Islands and is scheduled to complete on May 8. 

• NEW: USACE is delivering two non-COVID Alternate Care Facilities to the Navajo 
Nation. Construction of a 50-bed ACF is ongoing at the Chinle Community Center in Chinle, 
AZ (ECD: May 1). The second ACF at the Atsa Biyaazh School in Shiprock, NM will provide 
40 beds and is expected to be turned-over today. 

• Site assessments determine if medical requirements are met, including patient capacity, 
proximity to nearby hospitals; utility and air filtration requirements, emergency access and 
egress and space to stage ambulances. Reports are then provided to the state to guide their 
decision making. To date, USACE has awarded 32 ACF construction contracts to add 14,615 
beds to the nation's healthcare system - 17 of these 32 ACFs are now complete. 

• USACE's Alaska District recently transformed the auxiliary gym of the Alaska Airlines 
Center arena into a temporary care facility that can accommodate 51 patients. The design 
includes a pipe and drape configuration for each patient pod, nursing stations, and a system to 
maintain a negative air pressure environment. In all, the project cost $1.26 million and was 
completed in one week. 

• USACE partnered with FEMA and the State of Missouri to convert a local hotel into an 
alternate care facility. The St. Louis District worked with Tarlton Corporation management and 
their subcontractors to provide 120 patient rooms, four nurses' stations, storage areas, a triage 
center, and meeting rooms. 

• USACE's Detroit District completed construction at Michigan's second ACF - the 
Suburban Collection Showplace in Novi. The facility will begin accepting patients by the end of 
the week. The Detroit District has had almost 100 personnel engaged in the ACF mission in 
Michigan, with four teams conducting 28 fac ility assessments across 13 counties since March 25. 

• The Miami Beach Convention Center ACF is finished: 5 miles of copper tubing oxygen 
lines; 50 miles of electrical cable; 100 miles of Cat-6 data cable; 450 beds, 50 of which are ICU 
beds; pharmacy and clean supply storage; medical staff rest area, showers, and decontamination 
space. Transformation of a 1.4 million square foot convention center into an ACF will give 
Florida doctors and emergency managers flexibility in fighting COVID-19. It was all done in 
two weeks and delivered to the state of Florida ahead of schedule 

• USACE is also beginning a pilot program to install six Containerized Medical Solution 
units (retrofitted storage pods to serve as ICUs or nursing stations) at the United Medical Center 
(UMC) in Washington, D.C. UMC expects to be at 125 percent of capacity at the height of the 
COVID-19 patient curve 

• This is a lso the Corps' first Hotel to Healthcare conversion in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has begun providing initial planning and assessments 
for the possible conversion of existing buildings into alternate-care-sites in Texas and 
Michigan. These actions under the direction of FEMA are part of eight mission assignments 

15 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 



FL-2022-00076 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 

A-00000574588 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

totaling $1.1 billion to address possible medical facility shortages due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. They received a FEMA mission assignment to provide initial planning and 
engineering support to address possible medical facility shortfalls in the United States 

USNS Mercy (Los Angeles) and USNS Comfort (New York) 

• The Hospital Ship USNS Mercy became the largest hospital in Los Angeles when it 
began seeing patients March 29. USNS Comfort docked March 30, in New York harbor. Both 
floating hospitals are equipped with 1,000 patient beds and will assist in treating trauma and 
urgent care cases, allowing local shore-based hospitals to more easily handle COVID-19 
patients. 

• The USNS Comfort in an effort to reduce the backlog at some of the nearby New York 
hospitals modified its screening for care, including temperature and questionnaire now at the 
pier-side. 

• The USNS Comfort and USNS Mercy are operating as refenal hospitals for non-
COVID-19 patients who are currently admitted to shore-based hospitals. Crews aboard the ships 
are providing a full spectrum of medical care to include general surgeries, critical care and ward 
care for adults, which allows local hospitals to focus on COVID-19 patients. 

Reserve Forces 

• UPDATE: More than 350 Reserve citizen warriors mobilized over the last week to 
support COVID-19 response. The majority of these Reservists are deploying to New York City 
hospitals to assist on the frontline there. Over 5,100 Reservists on military orders supporting 
COVID-19 operations. 

• UPDATE: The Navy Reserve has 1,612 sailors engaged in COVID-19 pandemic relief 
efforts around the world. This includes over 650 Reservists at the Javits Center and local 
hospitals in the New York City area, and over 200 Reservists serving aboard the USNS Mercy 
and USNS Comfort. 

o Approximately 400 of 500 Reservists deploying to New York are part of Expeditionary 
Medical Facility (EMF) Bethesda. The EMFs are trained to provide medical support, 
such as acute care and emergency care. EMF Bethesda Reservists are supporting 
medical relief efforts at the Javits Federal Medical Station and multiple hospitals in the 
New York City area. 

• UPDATE: The Air Force Reserve mobilized over 275 medical personnel to New York 
City and approximately 100 aeromedical evacuation Airmen mobilized to Joint Base Charleston. 

o Air Force Reserve Command units mobilized 98 aeromedical evacuation personnel who, 
along with their active duty counterparts, provide vital medical care in C-17 and C-130 
aircraft. 
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• UPDATE: The Army Reserve mobilized 2,800 soldiers who are providing medical, 
logistics, administrative, engineering, aviation, and transportation expertise among other 
specialties 

Expeditionary Hospitals 

• We have deployed Expeditionary Field Hospitals around the countries to provide 
urgent-care so that local medical facilities can focus on COVID-19 patients, as well as treating 
COVID-19 patients directly. 

• 280 Navy medical personnel assigned to Expeditionary Medical Facility-M (EMFM) 
have deployed as part of the COVID-19 response to support civil health authorities in existing 
facilities in New Orleans and Dallas. 

• Field Hospitals Staffed by Army and Navy medical personnel are deploying: The 531st 
and 9th Army Field Hospitals deployed to the Javits Center in New York and began receiving 
patients March 31. The 627th Army Field Hospital and 47th Combat Support Hospital deployed 
to Seattle, WA. 

Theme: Protecting Our People 

• NEW: Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the U.S. Government has utilized an All-of-
America approach, and already committed more than $770M in assistance specifically aimed at 
fighting this pandemic. 

• DoD will continue to safeguard U.S. national interests and those of our allies and partners 
throughout this crisis. 

• Commanders must balance mission requirements with force health protection. 

o The Secretary of Defense has given commanders the authorities they need to make 
necessary decisions to protect their forces. 

o Commanders are empowered to take necessary precautions because the virus is unique 
to every situation and every location. 

• We ask our people to take actions to protect themselves and those around them by 
employing protective measures including practicing good hand washing, social distancing, and 
taking appropriate actions if feeling sick. 

• The Secretary of Defense has directed multiple efforts to mitigate the pandemic's 
impact on our people and set the bar for precautions. 

o Directed wear of cloth masks for instances where social distancing is not possible. 
o Enacted a stop movement order. 
o Raised the HPCON level for all DoD Installations 
o Cancelled and/or modified exercises. 
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o Maximized the use telework where possible. 

• DoD will take every step to ensure the wellness of our people, while also safeguarding 
our national mission capabilities. 

• All Military Treatment Facilities and Dental Treatment Facilities will postpone most 
elective surgeries, invasive procedures, and dental procedures for 60 days. These actions will 
enhance staff safety, prolong the supply of PPE, and repurpose the staff to aid in the COVID-19 
response. 

• Online resources for COVID-19: 
o www.coronavirus.gov 
o www.cdc.gov/coronavirus 
o www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Corona virus/ 
o www.militaryonesource.mil/ corona virus 

• The Secretary of Defense enacted a 60 day stop movement for all DoD uniformed, 
civilian personnel, and their families overseas. This measure is taken to protect personnel by 
limiting COVID-19's spread and preserve operational readiness. Authorized exceptions include: 
travel by patients and medical providers for of medical treatment for DoD personnel and their 
families; scheduled deployments/ redeployments of U.S. Navy vessels and embarked units, 
provided they are in transit for 14 days and have met the restriction of movement requirements 
associated with current force health protection guidance; individuals who have already initiated 
travel; and individuals whose TDY ends while this order is in effect are authorized to return to 
their home station. 

• The DoD has issued a Deviation on Progress Payments memo to guarantee continued 
payments to contractors. In order to improve the cash flow to industry and mitigate the impacts 
to the defense supply chain, resulting from the COVID-19 outbreak. 

• Beginning March 31, 2020, all Military Treatment Facilities and Dental Treatment 
Facilities will postpone most elective surgeries, invasive procedures, and dental procedures for 
60 days. This allows DoD to apply its vital healthcare resources for higher priority demands in 
response to COVID-19. 

Secretary of Defense Dr. Esper 

• "Over 50,000 service members are currently deployed across the United States, working 
tirelessly to help protect the American people. We continue to stay ahead of and remain 
responsive to the requests of state and local authorities so that we meet the need as the situation 
changes around the country" I 14APR20 Press Brief with CJCS 

• "Our most important resource in this fight continues to be the brave men and women of 
the United States military. To date, we have deployed over 4,000 doctors, nurses, and other 
medical personnel across all components, to bolster the capacity of some of the nation's most 
severely affected areas." I 14APR20 Press Brief with CJCS 
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• "Meanwhile, nearly 30,000 National Guard troops are hard at work, performing essential 
testing, planning, and support tasks in all 50 states, three territories, and the District of 
Columbia." I 14APR20 Press Brief with CJCS 

• "The department has delivered 10 million N95 masks to HHS and FEMA, and is 
prepared to provide 10 million more." I 14APR20 Press Brief with CJCS 

o "On Friday, we received approval for our first Defense Production Act project, investing 
$133 million to increase domestic production of N95 masks to over 39 million in the next 
90 days. This will help ensure our government has the industrial capacity to meet the 
nation's needs." 

0 

U.S. Army 

• The U.S. Army is increasing the HPCON level for all of its installations to Charlie in 
order to maintain operational readiness and protect the force. Installations will limit all access to 
essential personnel only and limit the numbers of access points. Additionally, extra measures are 
being implemented to protect immediate contingency response forces to prevent exposure to 
COVID-19 should they need to deploy. 

U.S. Air Force 

• U.S. Air Force Air Mobility Command temporarily suspended most Space-A travel to 
increase force health protection measures and decrease risk to DoD mission. 

• Medical professionals from the U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine are 
training medics down at Joint Base Charleston on the use of a Transport Isolation System if a 
request came to move patients affected by COVID-19 aboard a cargo military aircraft. The TIS is 
an infectious disease containment unit designed to minimize risk to aircrew and medical 
attendants, while allowing in-flight medical care for patients afflicted by contagions like 
COVID-19. 

Defense Health Agency (DHA) 

• Through the Defense Health Agency's labs, over $6.9M in COVID-19 bio-surveillance 
activities have been conducted in approximately 400 surveillance sites in over 30 countries to 
limit disease spread and maintain readiness of military members. 

Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) 

• Defense Logistics Agency will spend $84.4 million to buy 8,000 ventilators, with 
delivery of an initial 1,400 by early May. In addition to supporting USNS Comfort and USNS 
Mercy with over $2 million in medical supplies and 975,000 gallons of fuel for their transit to 
New York City and Los Angeles. 
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• UPDATE: DLA remains an invaluable resource to DoD, HHS, FEMA, and the nation. 
Since Feb. 1, DLA has executed 5,314 contract actions valued at $920 million, including $688 
million directly supporting FEMA and HHS requirements. 

• NEW: DLA has procured over 4 million N95 respirator masks; 14.4 million non-
medical and surgical masks, 92.2 million exam gloves, 2.5 million isolation and surgical gowns 
for our military services, combatant commands, and several federal agencies. DLA also has 
8,000 ventilators on order for HHS and the DoD. Delivery has started of over 5.3 million non
medical, cloth face coverings to the military services, Coast Guard, and DoD organizations. 

• So far, DLA has delivered to the military and other federal agencies: 
o 6. lM N95 respirator masks, 
o 18.4M non-medical and surgical masks, 
o 96.3M exam gloves, 
o 942,100 hand sanitizers, 
o 819,100 test components, 
o 8,000 ventilators, 
o 911,700 isolation and surgical gowns. 

• DLA stocked the USNS Comfort and Mercy with over $14 million in protective 
equipment, pharmaceuticals, medical supplies, fuel, food, and repair parts. 

• DLA contracted for 60 Critical Care Decontamination Systems, each one capable of 
sanitizing 80,000 masks per day for reuse. 

• DLA Disposition Services researched and returned to inventory thousands of respirators, 
surgical masks, gowns, gloves, goggles and more that had been scheduled for reutilization or 
disposal before the pandemic. 
• DLA procured an initial 11 ,000 protective face shields produced through 3D printing. 
The agency has already delivered 9,000 of the face shields to New York City medical 
professionals. 

Theme: Supporting Our Allies and Partners 

• NEW: COVID-19 remains a global challenge that no nation can face alone - our strong 
network of alliances and partnerships is critical to combating this virus. 

• NEW: The United States has been the largest contributor to global health security for 
decades, contributing more than $140B in global health assistance in the 21st century alone. 

• NEW: Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the U.S. Government has utilized an AJl-of-
America approach, and already committed more than $770M in assistance specifically aimed at 
fighting this pandemic. 
• NEW: DoD has provided millions in humanitarian assistance to 65 partner nations 
through the provision of medical and personal protective equipment and the transportation of 
humanitarian cargo. 
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• NEW: We are working with our NATO allies to coordinate inventory among capitals 
and use military cargo planes to transport equipment. 
• NEW: Together, we should continue to support our partners' ability to detect and 
respond to the virus, reinforce international health care systems, and share lessons learned to 
protect the force. 

• DoD assistance to allies and partners is a testament to the value we place on these 
relationships. 

• DoD is supporting our Allies and Partners' COVID-19 response activities by providing 
critical medical equipment, transporting humanitarian cargo, and sharing the expertise of our 
DoD Labs that are strategically located around the globe. 

o UPDATE: To date, DoD has provided millions in humanitarian assistance to 51 
partner nations through the provision of medical and personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and the transportation of humanitarian cargo. 

o DoD's overseas research laboratories continue to augment Allies' and Partners' 
COVID-19 bio-surveillance activities. 

• Overseas Army and Navy research laboratories perform bio-surveillance 
activities in support of international partners globally. Through the Defense 
Health Agency's labs, over $6.9M in COVID-19 bio-surveillance activities 
have been conducted in approximately 400 surveillance sites in over 30 
countries to limit disease spread and maintain readiness of military members. 

Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) 

• DoD's Defense Threat Reduction Agency has provided $1.1 million in laboratory and 
diagnostic supplies to over 30 partner nations in Africa, Asia, Europe, and South America in 
support of COVID-19 response efforts. 

• DTRA helped deliver six C-17 shipments, totaling 3 million COVID-19 test kit swabs, to 
support U.S. medical professionals stateside, and military members in Europe. 

Theme: Maintaining Mission Readiness 

• We continue to maintain a ready, global presence. 

• DoD has plans in place that ensure the nuclear triad of strategic bombers, intercontinental 
ballistic missiles, and submarine-launched missiles continue to be a ready and reliable deterrent. 

• The DoD is committed to transparency. Our senior leaders have consistently engaged 
with our troops, our civilians, their families, our civilian leaders and lawmakers, and the press to 
discuss our capability and capacity to help with the outbreak while maintaining the readiness to 
defend the Nation as necessary. If a commander believes that COVID-19 could affect the 
readiness of our strategic deterrent or strategic response forces, we would understandably protect 
that information from public release and falling into the hands of our adversaries. 
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• We continue to serve and deploy around the world. Ships are sailing, planes are flying, 
and training is happening to safeguard U.S. national interests and those of our allies and partners. 

• Temporarily suspending Space-A travel not only supports force health protection, but 
also keeps the focus on sustaining the warfighter to ensure mission accomplishment. 

Secretary of Defense Dr. Esper 

• "While we continue to support the whole-of-nation, whole-of-government response to 
this global pandemic, we continue our very important national security missions such as: 
conducting freedom-of-navigation operations and patrolling the high seas to ensure freedom of 
navigation around the globe; monitoring North Korean weapons tests; escorting Russian 
bombers out of U.S. airspace . . . " I 14APR20 Press Brief with CJCS 

Theme: Supporting U.S. Government Response 

• USNS Mercy received its first three patients Sunday while the USNS Comfort scheduled 
to arrive in New York City today. Both ships will provide a spectrum of medical care that will 
allow local hospitals to focus on COVID-19 patients. 

• Defense Logistics Agency will spend $84.4 million to buy 8,000 ventilators, with 
delivery of an initial 1,400 by early May. In addition to supporting USNS Comfort and USNS 
Mercy with over $2 million in medical supplies and 975,000 gallons of fuel for their transit to 
New York City and Los Angeles. 

• Approximately 14,830 Air and Army National Guard professionals are supporting 
COVID-19 response at the direction of their governors. The focus in many states is on 
supporting community based testing sites and creating enhanced medical capacity. Distribution 
of Personal Protective Equipment, medical supplies, food and water are prevalent missions. 

• To mitigate COVID-19 impacts, the DoD continues daily caJls to defense industry 
associates, Congress, and State Governors to keep supply chains open. 

• DoD is supporting HHS by cmrently housing 112 personnel: MCAS Miramar (63) and 
Dobbins ARB/Clay (49). 

lnteragency: National Security Council 

Theme: Americans are World's Greatest Humanitarians (cao 30MAR20) 

• The United States and the American people are demonstrating once again that they are 
the greatest humanitarians the world has ever known. 
• The United States, and the American people, are responding to the COVID-19 pandemic 
with genuine human kindness, not for geopolitical gain or self-glorification. 
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• The United States provides critical support to multilateral organizations fighting the 
pandemic. 

• U.S. support is essential to the World Health Organization's coronavirus relief efforts. 
As of March 11, WHO had shipped personal protective gear to 57 countries. U.S. contributions 
to the WHO in 2019 exceeded $400 million, almost double the second largest contribution, and 
far more than China's $44 million. (Take out?) 

• The United States is the largest supporter to UNICEF, one of the first organizations to 
provide coronavirus aid to the Chinese people. On January 29, UNICEF delivered 6 metric tons 
of respiratory masks and protective suits for health workers to Shanghai, for distribution in 
Wuhan. In 2019, the United States contributed more than $700 million to UNICEF, compared to 
China's $16 million. 

• The U.S. government has committed nearly $274 million for coronavirus international 
assistance to date. This funding will improve public health education, protect healthcare 
facilities, and increase laboratory, disease-surveillance, and rapid-response capacity, in up to 64 
countries. 

• Congress provided the State Department, USAID, and CDC nearl y $1.6 billion in an 
emergency supplemental appropriation on March 6. This supplemental funding will support 
health systems, humanitarian assistance and economic, security, and stabilization efforts. 

• Americans have provided generous support to COVID-19 victims in Italy and other hard-
hit regions all over the world, from Africa to Asia, through government agencies, private 
businesses, nonprofit groups, and religious organizations. 

• The United States was one of the first nations to offer to help the Chinese people. When 
the United States learned about the outbreak in Wuhan in early January, the Trump 
Administration immediately offered to send our premier infectious disease experts to China. 
President Trump personally reiterated this offer to General Secretary Xi Jinping. Chinese 
authorities stonewalled for weeks, costing crucial time and lives in China and around the world. 

• In early February, the United States delivered more than 17 tons of medical supplies to 
China, donated by the American people. These supplies included masks, gowns, gauze, 
respirators, and other vital materials. 

• The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) maintains an office in 
Beijing and works closely on a number of public health issues with the China CDC, including on 
the COVID-19 response. Additionally, U.S. experts were part of the WHO team that visited 
China in February in response to COVID-19. 

• The United States stands ready to provide more assistance to China, if the Chinese 
Communist Party would allow us to do so. 

• The United States is the most generous nation in the world when it comes to 
humanitarian assistance, which is why USAID pledged an initial $100 million for international 
efforts to combat COVID-19, first announced by the Secretary of State on February 7, 2020. 
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• As part of this initial pledge, USAID is working with partner countries to educate their 
populations on steps they can take to prevent and respond to the spread of the virus, prevent and 
control infection in health facilities, increase laboratory, disease-surveillance, and rapid-response 
capacity, strengthen screening at points of entry, and coordinate global and regional responses. 

• The United States is the global leader in public health assistance, with more than $9.5 
billion appropriated in 2019 to support international public health. This amount includes funding 
to counter pandemic threats, HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis (TB), and other health needs. 
https://foreignassistance.gov/categories/Health 

• The U.S. commitment to humanitarian needs is global and extends far beyond COVID-
19. In Africa alone, the United States has committed more than $100 billion over the last 20 
years to support public health-by far the largest contribution by any donor nation. The United 
States continues to partner with the Africa CDC and national public health institutions in Africa 
to support capacity-building, preparation, and response to the ongoing global public health 
emergency related to the COVID-19 pandemic that spread out of China. 

Theme: (U//FOUO) Countering PRC Propaganda on Health and Humanitarian Aid 
(ao 14APR) 

• The United States and the American people are demonstrating once again that we are the 
world's leader in health and humanitarian assistance. 

• For more than a half century, the United States has been the largest contributor to global 
health security. We built the foundation upon which the global health system is based, 
contributing more than $140 billion in global health assistance in the 2is1 century alone. 

• Through the American people's generosity and the U.S. government's action, the United 
States continues to demonstrate global leadership in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the U.S. government has committed more than $500 
million in assistance specifically aimed at fighting the pandemic. This funding will save lives by 
improving public health education, protecting healthcare faci lities, and increasing laboratory, 
disease-surveillance, and rapid-response capacity in more than 100 of the most at-risk countries 
around the world. 

• We are, for instance, providing medical equipment to Italy in ways that don't detract 
from critical domestic needs. Our life-saving aid supports the work of NGOs and international 
organizations, and helps adapt Italian factories and supply chains to the needs of healthcare 
personnel and patients. 

• The State Department, USAID, CDC, and DOD are working together as part of an All
of-America response to support health systems, humanitarian assistance, economic, security, 
and stabilization efforts worldwide with $2.7 billion in emergency supplemental funding 
allocated by Congress. 

• The United States provides critical support to international organizations fighting the 
pandemic including the World Health Organization, UNICEF, the World Food Program and 
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dozens of other organizations. If these organizations can't deliver on their missions, we will find 
other partners on the ground to deliver help. 

• Our great military is on the front lines of this effort as well, with military bases in Europe 
building field hospitals and treating non-coronavirus patients in U.S. facilities, and American 
soldiers assisting local authorities in Germany, Poland, the U.K., and elsewhere. 

• We are working with our NA TO allies to coordinate inventory among capitals and use 
military cargo plans to transport equipment from as far as South Korea to Europe. We are doing 
what allies do to support each other. 

• When China was the COVID-19 epicenter, in early February, the United States delivered 
more than 17 tons of medical supplies, donated by the American people to help keep Chinese 
health care workers safe. We continue to offer assistance to the people of China. 

• Americans don't just provide aid through government means. Our All-of-America 
approach is helping people around the world through the generosity of private businesses, 
nonprofit groups, charitable organizations, faith-based organizations, and individuals. Together, 
Americans have provided nearly $3 billion in donations and assistance, in addition to what the 
U.S. government has provided. 

• As history proves, we can fight public health emergencies at home and help other 
nations contain their spread abroad. The United States is able to provide much-needed assistance 
to our partners overseas while continuing to safeguard the health of Americans at home. 

• Combatting COVID-19 outside our borders helps keep Americans safe by minimizing 
reinfections from international travel. A healthier world means a healthier United States. 

• The United States enthusiastically welcomes high-quality, transparent, no-strings-
attached contributions from other donors to help fight the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Theme: The Chinese Communist Party's Cover-Up, Disinformation, and 
Propaganda (if needed, cao 13APR20) 

• The pandemic highlights the importance of transparency to human health, good 
governance, and the global economy. When information is restricted, the consequences are 
devastating for the people of China and the rest of the world. 

• According to the PRC government's own accounts, the corona.virus outbreak began in 
Wuhan, Hubei Province, China, in December 2019, or earlier. 

• Chinese Communist Party officials in Wuhan and Beijing had a special responsibility to 
inform the Chinese people and the world of the threat, since they were the first to learn of it. 

• Instead, the PRC government hid news of the virus from its own people for weeks, 
while suppressing information and punishing doctors and journalists who raised the alarm. They 
denied that human-to-human transmission was happening, and pressured others to repeat this 
falsehood. These actions allowed the virus to spread globally during this critical period. 
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• The PRC's behavior is unsurprising. China's authoritarian system is built on 
censorship. Throughout its history, the Party has demonstrated it cares more about maintaining 
its power and ideology than alleviating its own people's suffering. 

• History proves that democratic accountability is the most effective ways to prevent 
man-made disasters such as famine, and to manage public health crises. 

• The CCP is now waging a propaganda and disinformation campaign to try to shift 
responsibility for the global pandemic to others, including the U.S. and Italy. This effort is futile 
and counterproductive, as even China's Ambassador to the United States has acknowledged (link 
to Axios story). 

• We welcome aid to help alleviate the suffering caused by the global pandemic for which 
the CCP is responsible. 

• We encourage China to provide high-quality supplies and to donate to the recognized 
and credible mechanisms for humanitarian and global health assistance, rather than using 
assistance as a means of propaganda and political bribery. 

• The CCP must take responsibility for its actions, or the Chinese people and the world 
won't be safe the next time a dangerous pathogen originates in China. Saving lives is more 
important than saving face. 

lnteragency: U.S. Department of State 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 

• "The United States has taken aggressive action. President Trump has led from the front to 
make sure that we respond in a way that protects not only the American people, but provided 
unequaled assistance to countries around the world - now some $400 million-plus of foreign 
assistance coming from the United States of America." I April 14, 2020 

• "I want everyone to be reminded that America remains the world's leading light of 
humanitarian goodness as well amidst this global pandemic. Right now, given the great need for 
PPE in our own country, our focus will be on keeping critical medical items in the United States 
until demand is met here. But the United States continues, even as we speak, to provide high
quality, transparent, and meaningful assistance to our partners all across the globe." I April 7, 
2020 

• "Today I can confirm that we are prepared to commit an additional $225 million in 
health, humanitarian, and economic assistance to further boost response efforts worldwide. 
That's on top of the roughly $274 million in funding we've already deployed to 64 countries 
across the globe. No country can match this level of generosity." I April 7, 2020 

• "The new funding that I announced today will be used to reduce transmission through 
virus diagnosis, prevention and control; to bolster health systems; to prepare labs; to train 
healthcare workers; to increase awareness; and much, much more." I April 7, 2020 
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• "Right now, given the great need for PPE in our own country, our focus will be on 
keeping critical medical items in the United States until demand is met here. But the United 
States continues, even as we speak, to provide high-quality, transparent, and meaningful 
assistance to our partners all across the globe. We do this because we're good and generous 
people. We also do it because viruses don't respect borders. When we help our friends abroad, 
it keeps us safe back here in the homeland as well." I April 7, 2020 

• Re: State Department's 24/7, worldwide efforts to repatriate American citizens from 
around the globe: "It's one of the most remarkable diplomatic missions in American history. As 
of this morning, our team - working at great personal risk - has repatriated more than 45,000 
citizens from across the world - 460-plus flights, 75 countries." I April 7, 2020 

• "In America we provide aid because we are a generous and noble people. We also do it 
because we know from prior experiences that if we don't have good data, fully transparency, and 
an all-in effort to fight pandemics, they can harm Americans back home, too. For both of these 
reasons, The United States was one of the first nations to step forward and offer help." I March 
31,2020 

• "The U.S. government has rapidly mobilized unprecedented resources to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, both at home and abroad. [Today,] I am pleased to announce that the 
United States has made available nearly $274 million in emergency health and humanitarian 
funding. Along with the U.S. private sector, the American people continue to lead in responding 
to this pandemic." I March 26, 2020 

• "Since 2009, American taxpayers have generously funded more than $100 billion in 
health assistance and nearly $70 billion in humanitarian assistance globally. Our country 
continues to be the single largest health and humanitarian donor for both long-term development 
and capacity building efforts with partners, and emergency response efforts in the face of 
recurrent crises." I March 26, 2020 

• "This is a tough fight. The American people are tougher. Our diplomatic teams are 
working around the clock to help them keep safe both home and abroad. And we're showing, 
once again, the global leadership that America has always delivered." I March 20, 2020 

• " ... the State Department remains fully engaged across a broad range of matters even as 
we tackle this global pandemic. No nation gives so much to defend life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness more than we do here in the United States, and we're doing that work all over the 
world. That work continues." I March 17, 2020 

• "The State Department has implemented aggressive travel restrictions, updated travel 
advisories, and worked with the private sector to ensure U.S. citizens and travelers are informed 
and safe." I March 5, 2020 

• "Outside of our borders, the State Department continues to do an enormous amount of 
work to review developments inside and outside of China, and to help countries who have been 
stricken by the virus." I February 25, 2020 
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Theme: U.S. Leadership in Health and Humanitarian Assistance (cao 21 APR20) 

• UPDATE: For more than a half century, the United States has been the largest 
contributor to global health security. We built the foundation upon which the global health 
system is based, contributing more than $140 billion in global health assistance in the 21st 
Century alone. 

• **UPDATE: As history proves, we can fight public health emergencies at home and help 
other nations contain their spread abroad. The United States is able to provide much-needed 
assistance to our partners overseas while continuing to safeguard the health of Americans at 
home. 

• UPDATE: Through the American people 's generosity and the U.S. government's action, 
the United States continues to demonstrate global leadership in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic, helping people all over the world. 

• UPDATE: We are using our G7 Presidency to catalyze the unbeatable power and 
resilience of the world 's leading democracies and free economies to combat COVID-19. We are 
working together to protect the vulnerable, pool our scientific research, and share best practices, 
so we can emerge from the crisis with more resilient health systems and trusted supply chains. 

• UPDATE: Since the outbreak of COVID-19, the U.S. government has already 
committed more than $500 million in assistance specifically aimed at fighting the pandemic, 
with much more to come. Our funding will save lives by improving public health education, 
sanitizing healthcare facilities, and increasing laboratory, disease-surveillance, and rapid
response capacity in more than 100 of the most at-risk countries around the world. 

• UPDATE: The State Department, USAID, HHS, CDC, DOD, and others are working 
together as part of an All-of-America response to support health systems, humanitarian 
assistance, economic, security, and stabilization efforts worldwide with $2.4 billion in 
emergency supplemental funding aJiocated by Congress. 

• UPDATE: The United States provides critical support to international organizations 
fighting the pandemic including UNICEF, the World Food Program and dozens of other 
organizations. If these organizations can't deliver on their missions, we will find other partners 
on the ground to deliver help. 

• NEW: When China was the COVID-19 epicenter in early February, the United States 
delivered more than 17 tons of medical supplies, donated by the American people to help keep 
Chinese health care workers safe. We continue to offer assistance to the people of China. 

• UPDATE: Americans don't just provide aid through government means. Our All-of-
America approach is helping people around the world through the generosity of private 
businesses, nonprofit groups, charitable organizations, faith-based organizations, and individuals, 
as well as through the ingenuity of our scientists, researchers, and innovators. Together, 
Americans have provided nearly $3 billion in donations and assistance, in addition to what the 
U.S. government has provided. 

• UPDATE: Combatting COVID-19 outside our borders helps keep Americans safe by 
minimizing reinfections from international travel. A healthier world means a healthier United 
States 
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• The United States enthusiastically welcomes high-quality, transparent, no-strings-
attached contributions from other donors to help fight the COVID-19 pandemic. 

• The United States is the world's leader in health and humanitarian assistance. For 
decades, the United States has been the largest contributor to global health security. 

• The United States is able to provide much-needed assistance to our partners overseas 
while continuing to safeguard the health of Americans at home. 

• We will keep all critical medical items in the United States until the demand at home is 
met. At that same time, we will ensure our health care workers around the world implementing 
global health efforts will get the supplies they need to keep them safe. 

Theme: U.S. Decision to Suspend Funding for the WHO 

(cao 21APR20) 

• President Trump halted U.S. funding to the World Health Organization (WHO) in order 
to review its gross mismanagement of the coronavirus outbreak, which has cost hundreds of 
thousands of lives and inflicted widespread economic damage on the United States and the 
world. 

• We are taking this action to save lives. Even today, WHO has not pressed China for full 
virus samples, and has excused China's malfeasance and taken other actions that undermine our 
ability to fight the pandemic and protect the American people. 

• Our funding for the WHO will be halted for 60-90 days, pending a full review of its 
performance. 

• Our action in no way diminishes U.S. leadership on global health matters, including the 
cun-ent COVID crisis. We have ample ability to provide aid ourselves or through other partners 
to fight the pandemic, and we will continue to do so. 

• Since the start of the outbreak, the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development have committed nearly $508 million in emergency health, 
humanitarian, and economic assistance, on top of the funding we already provide to multilateral 
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), to help communities around the world deal with 
the pandemic. 

• Our review process is under development and will include all relevant U.S. Government 
agencies. During this period, the Department of State, U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), and partner agencies will identify and utilize alternative implementers 
for any and all activities that would have been undertaken by WHO with American resources. 

• As its largest contributor, the United States has a particular interest in the WHO's 
performance, transparency, and accountability. We insist that it advance American interests and 
the health of people around the world by bringing accountability into the system - to receive our 
generous support. We want to save lives and insist that those institutions we fund share that 
noble goal. 
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• @StateDept: Find the latest travel advisories and health alerts regarding #Coronavirus at 
http://travel.state.gov. Follow @TravelGov for the most up to date information on all travel. 
(Click here to retweet) 

• @TravelGov: U.S. citizens - enroll in STEP to receive the most up-to-date Alerts. If you 
are in an Emergency call 1-888-407-4747 (U.S. and Canada) or 1-202-501-4444 (from overseas). 
http://ow.ly/e3MP50yTKC2 (Click here to retweet) 

• @TravelGov: In response to #COVID19, @StateDept is suspending routine visa services 
in most countries. Routine visa services will resume ASAP but we are unable to provide a 
specific date at this time. Check embassy/consulate websites for current operating status: 
http://ow.ly/awXj50yPgPK (Click here to retweet) 

• @TravelGov: Travel Advisory: Level 4 - The Department of State advises U.S. citizens 
to avoid all international travel due to the global impact of #COVID19. In countries where 
commercial departure options remain available, U.S. citizens who live in the US should airnnge 
for immediate return. (Click here to retweet) 

lnteragency: FACT SHEET - U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) Foreign Assistance (by country) 

( cao l 6APR20) 

• UPDATE: Bangladesh: Nearly $9.6 million in assistance includes $4.4 million in health 
and IDA humanitarian assistance to help with case management, surveillance activities, infection 
prevention and control, Iisk communication, and water, sanitation, and hygiene programs, and 
$5.2 million in MRA humanitarian assistance to support refugees and their host communities in 
Bangladesh during the pandemic. This builds upon nearly $4 billion in total U.S. assistance over 
the past 20 yeai·s, which includes more than $1 billion in health assistance alone. 

• NEW: Bhutan: $500,000 in health assistance will strengthen diagnostic laboratory 
capabilities and clinical case management, provide virtual training for health care providers and 
lab personnel, and support risk communications materials. This assistance builds upon more than 
$6.5 million in total U.S. assistance over the past 20 years, including $847,000 in health 
assistance. 

• UPDATE: Burma: Approximately $4.1 million in health and $3 million in IDA 
humanitai·ian funding goes toward COVID-19 infection prevention and control, case 
management, laboratory system strengthening, risk communications and community 
engagement, as well as water and sanitation supplies, including assistance to IDP camps that are 
facing shortages. This assistance comes on top of long-term U.S. investment in Burma including 
more than $1.3 billion in total U.S. assistance, which includes more than $176 million in health 
assistance, over the past 20 years. 
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• UPDATE: Cambodia: Approximately $4 million in health assistance is helping the 
government prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based surveillance, 
communicate risk, support technical experts for response and preparedness, and more. The 
United States has invested long-term in Cambodia, providing more than $1.6 billion in total 
assistance, which includes more than $730 million in health assistance, over the past 20 years. 

• UPDATE: India: Nearly $5.9 million in health assistance to help India slow the spread 
of COVID-19, provide care for the affected, disseminate essential public health messages to 
communities, strengthen case finding and surveillance, and mobilize innovative financing 
mechanisms for emergency preparedness and response to this pandemic. This builds on a 
foundation of nearly $2.8 billion in total assistance, which includes more than $1.4 billion in 
health assistance, the United States has provided to India over the last 20 years. 

• UPDATE: Indonesia: Nearly $5 million includes more than $4.5 million in health 
assistance to help the government prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event
based surveillance, and support technical experts for response and preparedness, and more. It 
also includes $400,000 in MRA humanitarian assistance. The United States has invested more 
than $5 billion in total assistance over the past 20 years, including more than $1 billion in health 
assistance. 

• UPDATE: Laos: Nearly $3.5 million in health assistance is helping the government 
prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based surveillance, support technical 
experts for response and preparedness, and more. This assistance builds upon U.S. investment in 
Laos over time, including more than $348 million total over the past decade, of which nearly $92 
million was health assistance. 

• NEW: Malaysia: $200,000 in MRA humanitarian assistance will support COVID-19 
response efforts for refugees and asylum seekers in Malaysia. This assistance builds upon a 
foundation of decades of U.S. investment in Malaysia, totaling more than $288 million in total 
assistance over the past 20 years, including more than $3.6 million in health assistance. 

• UPDATE: Mongolia: Nearly $1.2 million in health assistance is helping the government 
prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based surveillance, and support 
technical experts for response and preparedness, and more. The United States has invested more 
than $1 billion in total assistance for Mongolia over the past 20 years, including nearly $106 
million in health. 

• UPDATE: Nepal: $1.8 million in health assistance is helping the government to conduct 
community-level risk communications, prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and 
event-based surveillance, support technical experts for response and preparedness, and more. 
Over the past 20 years, U.S. investment in Nepal totals more than $2 billion, including more than 
$603 million in health alone. 

• UPDATE: Pacific Islands: $ $3.3 million total includes $2.3 million in health assistance 
which is helping governments prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based 
surveillance, support technical experts for response and preparedness, and $1 million in IDA 
humanitarian assistance to support risk communication, infection prevention and control, 
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logistics, coordination efforts, and more. Over the last 20 years, the United States has invested 
over $5.21 billion in assistance to the Pacific Islands. Over the last decade, the United States has 
invested more than $620 million in health assistance alone for the Pacific Islands. 

• UPDATE: Papua New Guinea: $1.2 million in health assistance for Papua New Guinea 
is helping the government prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based 
surveillance, and support technical experts for response and preparedness, risk communication, 
infection prevention and control, and more. The United States has invested over $108 million 
total in Papua New Guinea over the past 20 years, including more than $52 million in health 
alone. 

• UPDATE: Philippines: More than $6 million in health and $2.8 million in IDA 
humanitarian assistance will help support laboratory and specimen-transport systems, intensify 
case-finding and event-based surveillance, support Philippine and international technical experts 
for response and preparedness, risk communication, infection prevention and control, 
handwashing and hygiene promotion, community-level preparedness and response, and more. 
The United States has invested more than $4.5 billion in total assistance over the past 20 years, 
which includes $582 million in the Philippines' health alone. 

• UPDATE: Sri Lanka: $1.3 million in health assistance is helping the government 
prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based surveillance, support technical 
experts for response and preparedness, risk communication, infection prevention and control, and 
more. Over the past 20 years, U.S. investment in Sri Lanka has included more than $1 billion in 
total assistance, which includes $26 million in health alone. 

• UPDATE: Thailand: More than $2.7 million in health assistance will help the 
government prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based surveillance, 
support technical experts for response and preparedness, risk communication, infection 
prevention and control, and more. This new assistance builds upon long-term U.S. assistance in 
Thailand including more than $1 billion in total assistance over the past 20 years, which includes 
nearly $213 million in health. 

• UPDATE: Timor Leste: $1.1 million in health assistance is helping the government 
prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based surveillance, support technical 
experts for response and preparedness, risk communication, infection prevention and control, and 
more. The United States has invested more than $542 million in total assistance for Timor-Leste 
since independence in 2002, including nearly $70 million in health assistance. 

• UPDATE: Vietnam: $4.5 million in health assistance to help the government prepare 
laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based surveillance, support technical experts 
for preparedness and response, risk communication, infection prevention and control, and more. 
Over the past 20 years, the United States has invested more than $1.8 billion in total assistance 
for Vietnam, including more than $706 million in health assistance. 

• UPDATE: Regional Efforts in Asia: $800,000 in health assistance is helping 
governments across the region prepare laboratory systems, activate case-finding and event-based 
surveillance, support technical experts for response and preparedness, risk communication, 
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infection prevention and control, and more. The United States has provided more than $226 
million in health assistance regionally in addition to health assistance to individual countries in 
the region, and in total more than $3 billion in development and other assistance over the last 20 
years. 

33 
UNCLASSIFIED//FOUO 



FL-2022-00076 A-0000057 4555 "UNCLASSIFIED" 

From: "Yu, Miles" l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

Feith, David !Cb )(6) @state.gov>; 
b )(6) state.gov>; "--'-"--'------~--_._ 
Ortagus, Morgan D b )(6) @state.gov>; 
Stilwell, David R b)(6) @state.gov>; 

To: F.,..:r..:..:it:::!z,c...::J:..::o:.:...:n::::.at:::.h:..::::a.:...:n_:D:....£a;b~)~< 6~)===:!.:::,-state. gov>; 
(b )(6) state. ov> · 
Kanapathy, Ivan b)(6) Ir---'--'----------~--, 
Tobin , Elizabeth (b)(6) ~-------------' Elnigar ,iltebir (b)(6) ._ ________ _. 

Subject: China Embassy censorship in Washington DC 

Date: Thu, 26 Mar 2020 18:15:36 +0000 

Folks, this is for your leisurely Thursday afternoon reading. 

[08/31/2023] 

I just did a little exercise and ran a line-by-line check on the two versions of last week's Axio-HBO 

interview with PRC Amb. Cui Tiankai. The result is not surprising---the PRC embassy subtly censored 

quite a few key sections that are not kosher to the CCP. 

See the Axio-HBO transcript where the yellow highlighted texts are censored by the PRC embassy or 
possibly Cui himself . Also attached is the PRC Embassy's "full transcript." 

Miles 

Dr. M. Miles Yu 

Policy Planning Staff (S/P) 

Office of the Secretary 
Department of State 

r b)(6) [~: 

Sender: "Yu, Miles" l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

Kanapathy, Ivan (b)(6) 
Tobin , Elizabeth 

,---J-..---------.---' 
Elnigar ,iltebir b)(6) ................... ________ __, 



ALL EXCERPTS MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO "AXIOS ON HBO" 
FL-2022-00076 A-00000574555 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 1 

DCTV 
20200321 EP304 PRESS TRANSCRIPT FULL INTERVIEW - - - - -

ALL EXCERPTS MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO "AXIOS ON HBO" 
EPISODE FEATURING AMBASSADOR CUI TIANKAI 

PRODUCERS/DIRECTORS: PERRI PELTZ & MATTHEW O'NEILL 

Jonathan Swan [15:30:49] Ambassador Cui, the Communist Party of China 
doesn't grant too many interviews to the Western media. What is it about the 
current moment that makes you eager to talk? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:31 :02] Well, I've been seeing the media very 
regularly since I came here almost seven years ago. I think I even have many 
friends in the media. 

Jonathan Swan [15:31: 17] Okay. But I don't see too many interviews of 
you. This moment now- with, with the coronavirus. What made you want to 
talk so much right now? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:31 :27] Because people want to ask questions. 

Jonathan Swan [15:31 :29] Yeah. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:31 :31] So, then I have to respond to these questions. 

Jonathan Swan [15:31 :34] Well, we're grateful for having you here. Mr. 
Ambassador, I want to ask you about a couple of things in the news before we 
get into the coronavirus. On Monday night. On Monday night, President Trump 
for the first time referred to the coronavirus as the Chinese virus. What did you 
make of that? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:31 :55] Well, I'm not, I'm not spokesperson for the 
White House. But I think the World Health Organization has a rule. When they 
name these new viruses, they would never give people the impression that the 
virus is linked somehow to a particular location, particular group of people or 
even a particular animal. They want to avoid stigma. So hopefully everybody will 
follow that WHO rule. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:32:26] Well, the president of the United States isn't following 
it. Is there any message that you would want to deliver to him? He'll be watching. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:32:34] My message is very clear. I hope the 
WHO rule will be followed. 

Jonathan Swan [15:32:40] Mr. Ambassador, on Tuesday the Chinese 
government announced that it would be expelling all U.S. journalists working 
for The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal and The Washington Post 
from China, and that they have 10 days to leave. What does the Chinese 
government have to fear from a independent press, Mr. Ambassador? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:33:01] Well, I think I still have to give you the right 
facts. First, it's not expelling anybody from China. Their work permit as journalists 
would be terminated. Secondly, not everybody from these media. Some of their 
people would still be working in China. But most importantly, we're doing all this 
in response to the measures taken by the U.S. government against our 
journalists here. So in a sense we are compelled to do all these things. 

Jonathan Swan [15:33:39] But, so, with respect, wasn't the first action the 
Chinese government expelling the three Wall Street Journal reporters 
because of critical coverage of the Communist Party's response to the 
coronavirus? And they, the U.S. government expelled, from my 
understanding, Chinese state-owned , ahh, they effectively made them cap 
their staff numbers lower from state-owned outlets. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:34:02] No, I think the fact is The Wall Street 
Journal ran an article with very insulting language on the entire Chinese nation. 
That caused a lot of anger among the Chinese people, so the government had to 
respond. 

Jonathan Swan [15:34:19] I mean, I read there. Yeah. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:34:21] Then, the U.S. government, the U.S. 
government has taken action against our journalists here. People who have 
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never violated U.S. laws. People who are just doing their professional job here, 
and they're expelled by the U.S. government. Then we have to follow the 
principle with reciprocity. We have to respond. 

Jonathan Swan [15:34:41] I guess, I just, I mean, I read that column in The Wall 
Street Journal, and it didn't seem to me that there was anything that would 
violate a law in it. It was really criticizing the government. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:34:51] That article is very insulting on the entire 
Chinese nation. If you know anything about Chinese history, if you know anything 
about Chinese history. I think that a lot of people here in America did not agree 
with that title, with that kind of language. 

Jonathan Swan [15:35:09] Well, I. . . 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:35:09] People are very upset here even. 

Jonathan Swan [15:35: 11] I'm sure people will disagree, Mr. Ambassador. I 
guess the question is whether it's a good idea to expel reporters because of 
something you disagree with. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:35:18] Maybe the first, the first question you have 
to ask, whether it's a good idea to write such an article at all. 

Jonathan Swan [15:35:24] Oh, sir. Interesting response. Mr. Ambassador, 
look, in a public health crisis, as you know, it's so important that we have a 
fact-based conversation. And you said on Face the Nation on February 9th that 
it was dangerous for people to be spreading, you used the word crazy, crazy 
rumors like that this virus originated in a U.S. military laboratory. Mr. 
Ambassador, do you know who's been spreading that crazy conspiracy? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:35:53] I think such an attempt were first 
initiated here. You saw my interview on Face the Nation. We were talking 
about some people here saying crazy things. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:36:07] Yeah. Your quote was, quote, "There are people 
who are saying that this virus, these virus are coming from some military lab, 
not of China, maybe in the United States. How can we believe these crazy 
things?" You were responding to a question about, about Tom Cotton. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:36:22] That's my position all along. 

Jonathan Swan [15:36:24] OK. But your own ... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:36:26] That was my position then and that's my 
position now. I think that these questions, of course, we have to find eventually, 
we must have an answer to where the virus originally came. But, this is the job 
for the scientists to do, not for diplomats, not for journalists to speculate. Because 
such speculation will help nobody. It's very harmful. So why not let our scientists 
do their own professional job and give us some answer, eventually? 

Jonathan Swan [15:37:00] Well, it's good to hear you say that, Mr. 
Ambassador, because it was actually your own spokesman, the spokesman for 
the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Zhao Lijian, who has been spreading 
this conspiracy that the virus originated in the U.S. laboratory. Does he have 
any evidence to support that theory? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:37:18] Maybe you could go and ask him. 

Jonathan Swan [15:37:20] I mean, have you asked him? You're the ambassador. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:37:23] No. I'm here representing my head of 
the state and my government. Not any particular individual. 

Jonathan Swan [15:37:29] Does he repr .. . speak for the Chinese 
government? Does Zhao, or do you? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:37:35] I am the representative of China in the 
United States. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:37:39] OK, so we shouldn't take his words literally, what 
he's saying. We shouldn't take them as a representation of the Chinese 
government, even though he's the spokesman. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:37:49] Well, you could try to interpret somebody 
else's statement. I'm not in the position, and I don't have the responsibility to 
explain everybody's view to you. 

Jonathan Swan [15:37:59] OK. I mean, it's not a matter of interpretation. It's 
what he said. But I think it's clear what you mean by that. We'll move on. Mr. 
Ambassador, as you know, the epidemic diseases, they multiply very quickly in 
the early days and it's very important to stamp them out early. A University of 
Southampton study found that there would have been 95 percent fewer cases of 
the coronavirus if China had intervened three weeks earlier. 

Jonathan Swan [15:38:25] And you know, what a number of people have said is 
that by covering up the reality of this virus for three weeks, Communist Party 
officials allowed the virus to spread, not just to harm people in China, but to 
people all around the world. And I wanted to ask you whether the party 
apologizes for that initial cover up. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:38:45] I think that statement is based on 
distortion of fact. 

Jonathan Swan [15:38:50] Which facts? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:38:51] You were right to say the virus multiplies 
very fast. Maybe in a couple of weeks. But the fact is, if you 'll have a close look at 
the real facts, the fact is that at the very beginning there was very little knowledge 
about this new virus. Nobody knew anything about it. You cannot come to the 
conclusion that just because of a few cases of people running fever, you should 
alarm the whole world that there is a new kind of virus. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:39:22] People have to look at the situation very 
closely. So I think it's not a process of covering up something. It's a process of 
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discovering this new kind of virus. To do a good job in identifying the virus, know 
more about it, learn more about the roots of transmission and how to respond. 
Actually, it only took a couple of weeks for China to share everything we knew 
with the World Health Organization, including the genetic sequencing of this 
virus. And we alerted the WHO and other countries. And then within maybe two 
or three weeks, the city of Wuhan was locked down. That was on January the 
23rd. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:40:13] Now, today, 55 days have passed and 
thanks to our resolute and determined efforts, the number of cases in China are 
coming down significantly. The number of people who are cured and discharged 
from hospital is going up significantly. But maybe people should ask what should 
have happened, but have not happened in the last 55 days. Because according 
to the medical professionals, the so-called incubation period, or the quarantine 
period, is generally about 14 days. Now we have 55 days. What has happened? 
Or what should have happened, but have not happened? Maybe this is the right 
question to ask. 

Jonathan Swan [15:41 :01] Well I think, I think the first three weeks, as you 
say, very crucial. And I want to ask you about some specific facts. You 
mentioned facts. University of Toronto study found that when, that China 
started censoring social media references to the coronavirus in December. 
Blocked keywords included, quote, "people to people transmission." Why 
would they be censoring information about a virus? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:41 :27] I don't think our effort was to what you call 
censor all the media coverage. 

Jonathan Swan [15:41 :35] Well, they vanished. The words vanished. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:41 :36] Our focus. Our focus. Our focus. I first 
want to screen the body temperature of everybody so as to make sure that the 
virus is not spreading very fast, so that we could know exactly what are the 
number, what are the numbers of suspected cases, confirmed cases, so that 
we could take the measures to cure the people. So our effort was not actually 
about how to deal with the media, but how to deal with the people, people 
affected by the virus. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:42:08] But as ... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:42:09] Don't you think that that is more important? 

Jonathan Swan [15:42: 1 O] I think both are important. I think public information 
is very important. And when, when the doctors in Wuhan raised the alarm and 
shared the laboratory reports, Dr. Li Wenliang, they weren't listened to. The 
party and the police hauled them in for questioning, and Li Wenliang had to put 
out a statement saying that he had been spreading untrue words. I mean what 
kind of, I guess the question people have is ... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:42:33] I think, I think what you are referring to ... 

Jonathan Swan [15:42:36] Yeah. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:42:37] Again, distorted facts. 

Jonathan Swan [15:42:39] It's not. You tell me what's ... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:42:40] Let me tell you. 

Jonathan Swan [15:42:42] Okay. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:42:42] Let me tell you two things. First, Dr. Li was 
consulting his colleagues. His fellow doctors. He was not trying to alert the public. 
Because he was puzzled, he was alerted. So he was consulting his fellow 
doctors. Somehow this piece of information got outside of his circle of fellow 
doctors. And it certainly caused concern. Number two, the whole case, what 
happened to Dr. Li and his colleagues, now is under investigation by the central 
government. So why not all of us, why not let, and wait, let the investigation go 
through and give us the conclusion. 

Jonathan Swan [15:43:27] I guess I just don't understand why a doctor 
sharing a laboratory report and a concern with his colleagues, and the 
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information getting out, which would have been very useful information for the 
public, why does that result in him getting pulled into the police and having to 
retract his statement? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:43:43] No. Let me tell you this. I don't know 
everything about what exactly happened in Wuhan at that time. But normally, for 
any level of government, how can you base your decision on some leaked 
information? You have to make sure what you announce is very solidly based on 
fact. 

Jonathan Swan [15:44:06] I'm not asking you to base it on that. I'm just saying 
why you punished for sharing that information? That's the part I don't understand. 
But let me, let me ask you another .. . 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:44: 16] But as I told you earlier, as I told you just 
now, the whole thing is under investigation. 

Jonathan Swan [15:44: 18] Okay. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:44:19] Why don't we wait until the conclusion 
of the investigation? 

Jonathan Swan [15:44:23] How concerned are you that on January 15th, Li Qun, 
the head of China's CDC emergency center, he told state television, quote, "After 
careful screening and prudent judgment, we have reached the latest 
understanding that the risk of human to human transmission is low." Mr. 
Ambassador, there's no way of knowing how many thousands of people have 
died because of that statement. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:44:47] You see, I'm not a medical doctor. I cannot 
explain all the technical things to you . And I'm not aware of what he said , this 
particular Mr. Li. 

Jonathan Swan [15:44:57] He said it on state television. 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:45:00] I don't watch everything on state 
television, you see. 

Jonathan Swan [15:45:01] Okay. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:45:02] (unintelligible). 

Jonathan Swan [15:45:02] I ... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:45:04] As I said earlier. Let me remind you again. 

Jonathan Swan [15:45:06] Yeah. 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:45:07] This is a process of discovering about the virus. 

Jonathan Swan [15:45: 12] But there are doctors who alerted people as early 
as December 27. We have Zhao Jianping, pulmonologist at Tongji Hospital in 
Wuhan. He alerted the Wuhan CDC that it could spread from human to human. 
So I guess the question is, two weeks after that, why is the Chinese authorities 
still telling the public that it's not likely to spread between people? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:45:35] I think we alert the people as soon as we 
learn this could be transmitted from human to human. But before you come to 
this conclusion, you have to look at the evidence. You have to base yourself on 
science. You and I, we're not medical doctors. I don't think that we are in the best 
position to discuss all the technical things. 

Jonathan Swan [15:45:56] OK. Well, let me ask you about another subject. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:45:58] It might be misleading to our audience. 
That's very troubling. 

Jonathan Swan [15:46:01] I'm just quoting, I'm just quoting medical doctors 
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who've spoken on the record, Mr. Ambassador. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:46:05] Well, I don't think that even the doctors 
have total agreement among themselves. 

Jonathan Swan [15:46: 1 0] Well, they have agreed. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:46:11] It depends on whom you are quoting. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:46: 12] They definitely have agreement that it spreads from EJ 
human to human, Mr. Ambassador, and these doctors said that before the 
Chinese government did. Yeah. Anyway. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:46:21] This is now proven fact. That's why we're 
doing everything possible to help people. 

Jonathan Swan [15:46:26] Mr. Ambassador, we're talking about information 
getting out to the public. I have to ask you about some journalists that have 
disappeared. Where is the citizen journalist, Chen Qiushi? He was doing some of 
the early videos from inside Wuhan that were showing the response to the vi rus 
and, and, the chaos that was happening inside Wuhan. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:46:47] I have not heard of this person. 

Jonathan Swan [15:46:49] Really? Chen Qiushi? Well, you were asked 
about him on, on Face the Nation on February the 9th. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:46:58] No, I was not asked about any 
particular journalist. 

Jonathan Swan [15:47:00] You were. She named. Margaret. I watched 
the clip. Margaret Brennan named Chen Qiushi. You were asked about. . . 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:47:04] But I did not know him then. I don't 
know him now. 

Jonathan Swan [15:47:07] Well it's a month later. Weren't you curious to find 
out who he was? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:47:12] We have 1.4 billion people back in 
China. How can I learn everything about everybody? 

Jonathan Swan [15:4 7: 17] I'm not asking you to. I'm saying this is a journalist 
who has been written about in The New York Times, the international media. His 
family and friends want to know where he is. You haven't been curious to inquire 
about his whereabouts? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:47:29] My responsibility is to manage our relations 
with the United States. As for domestic situation, we have people back in China 
who are dealing with these issues. And we have the Judiciary Department dealing 
with the issue. So why not let people do their own job? 

Jonathan Swan [15:4 7:50] But you never asked about him. But you never 
made an inquiry about him after that interview? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:47:55] Why should I make inquiries about 
what the judiciary people are doing back in China? We should respect their 
procedures. 

Jonathan Swan [15:48:05] So you don't know what happened to Fang Bin or Li 
Zehua. There were two other citizen journalists who've disappeared who were 
reporting from Wuhan? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:48:15] Tell the truth, I very much doubt whether 
these are the real facts. 

Jonathan Swan [15:48:20] Why do you doubt that? You don't even know who 
they are. The, The New York Times has been reporting on them. The Guardian, 
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the international media. Why do you doubt that? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:48:27] Why should I? Why should I believe 
everything The New York Times is saying? Not everybody here in the United 
States believe everything the paper is saying. Why should I? 

Jonathan Swan [15:48:38] Well, I guess my question is, why wouldn't you want 
to find out? These are Chinese citizens. Their family and friends say they've 
disappeared. I'm just, I don't understand why you wouldn't want to know what 
the truth is. If you say it's false what The New York Times is reporting, it's a big 
issue for your country. Wouldn't you want to know? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:48:54] I don't think it is a big issue. I think that we 
should all respect the judiciary procedures in our own countries. We should not 
try to interfere. 

Jonathan Swan [15:49:05] Okay, Mr. Ambassador. My next question : As you 
know, crowded facilities are at high risk for the spread of this virus. What 
measures have the Chinese authorities taken in Xinjiang to ensure that the 
hundreds of thousands of Muslims who are in concentration camps there will 
survive this coronavirus outbreak? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:49:29] I'm sorry, I have to make corrections about 
what you, what you are saying from time to t ime. First of all, there's no 
concentration camp in Xinjiang. There used to be some vocational training 
centers. So it's not camps, its campus. And all these trainees in these centers, 
they have graduated. They have their new jobs. And fortunately, Xinjiang is one of 
the few provinces that have very few cases of such a virus confirmed, cases of 
this virus. So the health situation there really is somehow better than some of the 
other provinces. 

Jonathan Swan [15:50: 15] So you can, you can assure the world that, and, you 
know, there's a lot of people at the United Nations and around the world who 
are concerned about the Uyghurs and the ethnic Kazakhs and the Muslims 
who've been in these camps, you can assure them that there are no more 
Muslims held against their will without any charge of a crime in these camps? 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:50:34] You see, in every country and 
everywhere, there might be people who have violated laws and who might be 
under the influence of terrorism. You have such people here, we have such 
people in our own country. 

Jonathan Swan [15:50:46] Of course. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:50:47] These people have to be dealt with in 
accordance with the law. 

Jonathan Swan [15:50:51] That's very different... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:50:51] This is not focused on any particular ethnic 
group. This is for everybody. Any, anybody, any person who tries to launch 
terrorist attacks against innocent people should be punished by the law. 

Jonathan Swan [15:51 :09] Of course. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:51 :1 O] Anybody who is under the influence of 
terrorism should, we should do our best to prevent them from falling further as 
victim of terrorism. 

Jonathan Swan [15:51 :23] Of course, Mr. Ambassador. No one would dispute that. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:51 :30] This is not based on any distinction 
between ethnic groups. This is for everybody. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:51 :33] But here's the problem, Mr. Ambassador. No one 
disagrees with you. If you are a terrorist, or you're plotting a terrorist thing, you B 
throw them in jail. 
You put them in trial. You throw them in jail. 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:51 :42] That's exactly. That is exactly what happened. 

Jonathan Swan [15:51 :42] No doubt. But these people were not charged with 
crimes. These are, these are one million estimated Muslims who are put in these 
camps and they haven't been . .. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:51 :50] How do you come, how did you come 
with the number one million? 

Jonathan Swan [15:51 :53] It wasn't me. It was the United Nations. 
Mr., Mr. Ambassador. You know that. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:51 :57] No. No. No. Not the United Nations. 

Jonathan Swan [15:51 :57] You know that. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:51 :58] I don't think it's the United Nations. 

Jonathan Swan [15:51 :58] United Nations panel, people who've studied the 
satellite imagery, independent journalists, observers like, you know that, Mr. 
Ambassador. No one knows what the numbers is, you know. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:52:08] Now let me tell you. Over the last 
couple of years ... 

Jonathan Swan [15:52: 1 O] Right. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:52:11] Over the last couple years, numerous 
foreign diplomats, journalists ... 

Jonathan Swan [15:52: 15] Right. 

ALL EXCERPTS MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO "AXIOS ON HBO" 

El 

14 



ALL EXCERPTS MUST BE ATTRIBUTED TO "AXIOS ON HBO" 
FL-2022-00076 A-00000574555 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31 /2023] 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:52:16] ... people from Muslim countries. They 
have visited Xinjiang . They can tell you the truth. Why not listen to these 
people who have actually been on the spot? 

Jonathan Swan [15:52:26] I've listened to them. The ABC News crew. It was a 
chaperoned tour. These were, these were guided tours. They weren't allowed 
to go to some of the camps which had the watchtowers and the gates. But my 
question is, you said it was vocational training centers. You don't put terrorists 
in vocational training centers. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:52:42] No, no. These centers are for the people 
who may be under the influence, or who used to be under the influence, of 
terrorism. But they are not, most of them are not actual criminals, and not actual 
terrorists. That's why we've provided training to them. To learn more about the 
law, learn more about professional skills, so they will have a better prospect of 
finding a good job. And that happened to most of them. 

Jonathan Swan [15:53: 11] Many of these people who've been put in against 
their will, who haven't been charged with a crime, have described being 
confined. Solitary confinement, beatings, deprivation of food . Ethnic Kazakh 
Kayrat Samarkand told NPR that he was tortured. He had to wear an iron suit. 
How does that help people when you put them in these conditions? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:53:34] Let me be very frank with you. If you keep 
reading out of these material , that is full of bias and prejudice, I don't think our 
communication would be any, would serve any useful purpose. 

Jonathan Swan [15:53:48] But why not, Mr. Ambassador? These, these are 
mainstream news reports in National Public Radio. I'm not reading you fringy 
things from the thing. I'm trying to be fair and give you ... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:53:55] Why are people, why are people refuse to 
look at the facts? Listen to the people who have visited the place. Why do you 
stick to all these bias and prejudice? 
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Jonathan Swan [15:54:05] I'm not sticking. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:54:05] I don't understand. 

Jonathan Swan [15:54:06] Mr. Ambassador. I'm not trying to be biased. I'm 
actually quoting people who have come out of these camps and have talked to 
the press on the record. That's all I can do. This, these guided media tours is as 
you say, but. . . 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:54:16] I'm trying my best to tell you the truth. 

Jonathan Swan [15:54:18] Okay. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:54:18] And you just refuse to listen. 

Jonathan Swan [15:54:20] No, no, I'm listening. So you're saying all these 
people are lying who've come out and said this? Because there's been dozens 
of them. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:54:25] No, that's, that's what, that's not what I'm 
saying. What I'm saying is that there are people who have visited these places. 
People from Muslim countries, diplomats and journalists. Why don't you listen to 
these people? 

Jonathan Swan [15:54:38] Have any of them visited without the Chinese 
government accompanying them into these facilities? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:54:43] They are in Chinese territory. How 
can you exclude the Chinese side on Chinese territory? 

Jonathan Swan [15:54:50] It's not excluding. If you want to visit, you know, 
certain facilities in the U.S., you wouldn't necessarily have a U.S. 
chaperone. 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:55:00] Well, we still have to abide by U.S. laws 
here, you see? We have to follow the rules and regulations here. And also 
because of, you see, the terrorist situation in Xinjiang used to be very serious a 
few years ago. So when we have foreign visitors, we have to make sure they 
have security. But otherwise, it's open to them. They can see whatever they want 
to see. And they can tell you what they saw there. 

Jonathan Swan [15:55:33] Could I go there without accompaniment from the 
Chinese government to, to visit wherever I wanted in Xinjiang? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:55:43] I think you have to respect the local laws 
and also the local culture, how people feel about. You are--well not only you, but 
also foreign reporters, diplomats--they are visitors, they are guests. At least they 
should learn to respect and to be more sensitive to how the hosts feel. Is that 
normal? If I come to your house, and I don't care what you feel, is that normal? 

Jonathan Swan [15:56: 16] No, sir. I'm not trying to be disrespectful. I'm quoting 
to you what Uyghurs who've been in these camps have said to mainstream 
outlets. I'm not, I'm not giving you things from the fringe. I'm trying to get you to 
respond to this stuff out there. Can we move on to another thing, which is the 
satellite, the satellite imagery? So there's been a lot, and I've looked at the 
images The Guard ian have reported, that, that show that several dozen, perhaps 
more than two dozen mosques and religious sites for Muslims in Xinjiang have 
been destroyed since 2016. And I've looked at the images. 
Are they false too? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:56:54] If you go to Xinjiang. And have a look for 
yourself. You will find out there are more mosques in Xinjiang, in per capita 
terms, in many other places, than in many other places in the world, including 
more mosques here in Xinjiang, on per capita terms, than in some of the 
Muslim countries. 

Jonathan Swan [15:57: 14] But when a satellite shows that these sites, specific 
sites like Imam Asim and Jafari Sadiq shrine have been destroyed. The 
satellites show that since 2016. Why are they being destroyed? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:57:27] I don't think that they are being destroyed. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:57:29] The satellites show that. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:57:34] I have told you the truth. There are more 
mosques in Xinjiang, on per capita terms, than even in some Muslim countries. 

Jonathan Swan [15:57:41] I don't think that. . . 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:57:42] Maybe some, maybe some of them are 
going through restoration. Some of them are undergoing some repair. You see, 
I was in Xinjiang last year. I saw all of these things with my own eyes. I even 
visited one of the training centers. 

Jonathan Swan [15:58:02] Did you visit any of these mosques that you say are 
being repaired? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:58:08] Oh yes. 

Jonathan Swan [15:58:08] But destroyed? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:58: 11] I went to a couple of the best known 
mosques in Xinjiang. 

Jonathan Swan [15:58: 15] Ok. But when you see the reports of several dozen 
being destroyed, did you go and visit any of them to find out what happened? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:58:23] I did not see anything being destroyed. 
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Jonathan Swan [15:58:27] OK. I'm honestly just trying, again, I'm just quoting to EJ 
you a report and satellite imagery. I'm just trying to get to the bottom of it, Mr. 
Ambassador. 
Would you. Last question on this. Would you let, be prepared to let international 
human rights observers into Xinjiang to observe without supervision? 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:58:44] I think our people in the United Nations 
have been working on this . .. 

Jonathan Swan [15:58:50] Okay. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:58:50] ... with the Human Rights Commission of 
the U.N. We are very, we are doing our best to arrange for the visit by Human 
Rights, High Commission of the Human Rights. I think the problem is that some 
of the people involved are raising preconditions, very unreasonable political 
preconditions. We believe this an interference in the relation between China and 
the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights. I don't think that serves 
the best interest of the United Nations, but we are working on it together with our 
colleagues in U.N. to overcome any possible, and all these unreasonable, 
unnecessary obstacles. So this visit will happen as soon as possible. 

Jonathan Swan [15:59:37] Do you understand why people are concerned? You 
know, like, when you have orphanages being built for children whose parents 
have been put into these facilities. Do you understand why people feel worried 
about what's going on in Xinjiang? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [15:59:56] I think that people do have to be worried 
about the situation in Xinjiang. When a few years ago there were thousands of 
cases of terrorists attacks, killing and hurting thousands of innocent people. 
That's when and that's why people should be worried. Now, we have had no 
single case of terrorist attacks for the last three years anymore. So people should 
be more released, more relaxed and happy about that. 

Jonathan Swan [16:00:26] Well, the people who still can't find their family, who 
they say they're still in these camps, they're not very happy, Mr. Ambassador. 
They're very worried. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:00:34] As I told you before, as I told you earlier, 
these training centers have done their job, and the trainees, they have 
graduated. They are now working on their new jobs. 
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Jonathan Swan [16:00:4 7] So if I visit any of them, there's no one in there. It's 
all free. They're empty. These buildings. The ones with the watchtowers we can 
see on the satellites. They're empty of people. 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:00:56] I do hope you'll have a chance to go there. EJ 

Jonathan Swan [16:00:59] I would like to. I would really like to, Mr. Ambassador. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:01 :04] Well, you could apply. 

Jonathan Swan [16:01 :04] I think I will. My colleague's not allowed into China, 
so I'm going to try. I want to ask you about the next steps with this virus. What, 
what is China going to do in the coming weeks and months that we perhaps don't 
know about in terms of the global response to the coronavirus, Mr. Ambassador? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:01 :23] You mean what China is going to do for 
ourselves or for the world? 

Jonathan Swan [16:01 :27] I would like to hear both, Mr. Ambassador. El 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:01 :29] OK. I think for ourselves, we have to make 
sure that the numbers of cases will not come up again. This is very important. We 
have to really reduce it to zero to make sure that our people are safe and their 
health sufficiently protected . And of course, we have to maybe speed our work on 
developing drug and vaccine, possibly, so people will have better tools in the 
future. And in the world , we are ready, and we're already working with other 
countries. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:02:06] First of all, we are working very closely all 
along with the World Health Organization. I think that just a couple of days ago, 
we had a big conference, videoconference, with the World Health Organization 
and a number of other countries to coordinate our work on the virus. And we're 
also making specific assistance to a number of our neighbors and other countries 
like Italy and other countries in the world. We are ready to work with all the other 
countries because this is a global challenge. 
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Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:02:39] Unless there is a global success in 
containing this virus, no country could feel safe. We fully understand that. So 
we're ready to do whatever we can to help others. And of course, of course, we 
are also very grateful. At the initial stage, so many countries came to our help, 
including the American people, American business, American institutions, 
American specialists. Some of them came to China at a very early stage. Some 
of them joined the WHO expert team. We are very grateful to them. 

Jonathan Swan [16:03:16] How would you describe, Mr. Ambassador, the state 
of the U.S.-China relationship today? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:03:25] I think we are at a critical juncture. We, 
when I say we, I mean both countries, we have to make, we have to make the 
right choice for the future of our relation, for the future generations of our peoples. 

Jonathan Swan [16:03:42] Can you expand on that, Mr. Ambassador, what, a 
juncture between what and what? 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:03:49] I think, actually, we have no alternative 
than cooperation with each other. I think that the only good future for the people 
of our two countries is that we'll work together to develop a relationship based on 
coordination, cooperation and stability. We certainly reject any attempt to stir 
upconfrontation, or even start a new Cold War between us, or talking about the 
so-called economic decoupling. I don't think these things will serve the real 
interests of our two people. They will very much hurt the real interests of our 
people. 

Jonathan Swan [16:04:31] Well, if I may say so, Mr. Ambassador, you know, 
you haven't done this today, but your colleague very much from, from the 
Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs is doing exactly that when he says that this 
virus. I mean, it's a lie. 
When he lies about where the virus came from and says it came from a U.S. 
military lab. That is not helping people trust the Chinese Communist Party. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:04:55] I don't understand why you always refer to 
the party. Do you know, the fact, so many doctors and nurses who are at the very 
front, tried to combat this virus and save people, they are members of the party. I 
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don't know if you are aware of this fact. 

Jonathan Swan [16:05:14] Of course I'm aware. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:05: 15] Even doctor Li Wenliang. 

Jonathan Swan [16:05: 17] Yeah. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:05:18] He was a member of the Communist Party. 

Jonathan Swan [16:05:20] I'm not sure how that answers . .. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:05:21] Are you aware of that fact? 

Jonathan Swan [16:05:22] Of course I am, sir. But I'm asking about the tSJ 
Chinese government. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:05:27] You should show more respect because tSJ 
people have very close ties with the party. If you try to attack the party, I think 
that the overwhelming majority of the Chinese people would believe that you 
are attacking them. 

Jonathan Swan [16:05:40] I'm assuring you, Mr. Ambassador, I'm not trying to tSJ 
attack the party. Let me describe it. Let me describe it as the Chinese 
government then. When he makes these statements, he's the spokesman for the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It does what you just described. It undermines the 
trust. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:05:54] No, I think you have, you have to look at all ~ 

of the facts. We did not start such kind of a mutual accusation. It was all started ..-.a 
here, in Washington, D.C. This is a real fact. 

Jonathan Swan [16:06: 12] Mr. Ambassador, do you have any message for your 
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counterparts in the United States who are watching you, or for the American 
people who are watching this, who want to understand, you know, this is a 
moment where there is a lot of distrust between the two governments, and we're 
seeing that play out publicly. 
And I think it's an important moment for you to, you know, say what you want to 
say to the people who are watching . 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:06:37] First of all, I want to thank the American 
people, American business, American institution and even ordinary American 
people for their support and help to China in combating this virus. Number two, 
I want to say to them, we are really in the same boat. This is a global challenge, 
global public health challenge, maybe even more than that. So we have to work 
together as partners to combat the virus, to restore the normal situation to the 
economy. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:07:14] To build up people's confidence about the 
global economy. To build up our capability to respond to any crisis like this. We 
have shared interests. We are really all part of the same community of nations. 
We have to build a better future for us all, together. This is my main message to 
the American people and to the American government. Let's do it. 

Jonathan Swan [16:07:42] Well, Mr. Ambassador, I want to send you my 
personal condolences for all the suffering in China ... 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:07:48] Thank you. 

Jonathan Swan [16:07:48] . .. that's happened from this virus. It's been a 
terrible situation. And we hope that things can get better around the 
world. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:07:56] And I'm also concerned that the number of 
affirmed cases, confirmed cases here, the number of confirmed cases in the 
United States is going up. I'm very worried about that. Hopefully, because the 
United States is very strong in your medical capability, in technology, hopefully 
you'll make best use of all these, all your strength, and contain and control the 
virus very timely, so there will be as few as possible cases of death here in the 
United States. 
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Jonathan Swan [16:08:34] Well, Mr. Ambassador, we thank you so much for 
your time, for answering questions and for speaking with us today. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:08:41] OK. Thank you for taking this interview. 

Jonathan Swan [16:08:43] Thank you, sir. 

Ambassador Cui Tiankai [16:08:45] Thank you. 
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Jonathan Swan: We are grateful for having you here. Mr. Ambassador, I want to ask you about 

a couple of things to the news before we get into the coronavirus. 

Ambassador Cui : OK. 

Jonathan Swan: On Monday night, President Trump, for the first time, referred to the 

coronavirus as the "Chinese virus". What did you make of that? 

Ambassador Cui: Well, I'm not the spokesperson for the White House, but I think the World Health 

Organization has a rule when they name these new viruses. They will never give people the impression 

that the virus is linked somehow to a particular location, a particular group of people, or even a 

particular animal. They want to avoid stigma. So hopefully everybody will follow the WHO rule. 

Jonathan Swan: The President of the United States isn't following it. Is there any message that 

you would want to deliver to him? He'll be watching. 

Ambassador Cui : My message is very clear. I hope the WHO rule will be followed. 

Jonathan Swan: Mr. Ambassador, on Tuesday, the Chinese government announced that it will 

be expelling all US journalists working for the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, and the 
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Washington Post from China. And they have 1 O days to leave. What does the Chinese 

government have to fear from an independent press, Mr. Ambassador? 

Ambassador Cui: I think I still have to give you the right facts. First, it's not expelling anybody from 

China. Their work permit as journalists will be terminated. Second, not everybody from these media. 

Some of their people will still be working in China. But most importantly, we are doing all this in 

response to the measures taken by the US government against our journalists here. So in a sense, 

we are compelled to do all these things. 

Jonathan Swan: But so with respect, wasn't the first action the Chinese government expelling 

the three Wall Street Journal reporters because of critical coverage of the Communist Party's 

response to the coronavirus? And then the US government expelled, from our understanding, 

Chinese state-owned, they effectively made them cap their staff down this lower, from state

owned outlets. 

Ambassador Cui: No, I think the fact is the Wall Street Journal ran an article with very insulting 

language on the entire Chinese nation. That caused a lot of anger among the Chinese people. So the 

government had to respond. Then the US government has taken actions against our journalists here, 

people who have never violated US laws, people who are just doing their professional jobs here. And 

they are expelled by the US government. Then we have to follow the principle of reciprocity. We have 

to respond. 

Jonathan Swan: I read that column in the Wall Street Journal, and it didn't seem to me that 

there was anything that would violate a law. And it was really criticizing the government. 

Ambassador Cui: That article is very insulting on the entire Chinese nation, if you know anything about 

Chinese history. I th ink a lot of people here in America did not agree with that title, with that kind of 

language. People were very upset here even. 

Jonathan Swan: I'm sure people will disagree, Mr. Ambassador. I guess the question is whether 

it's a good idea to expel reporters because of something ..... . 

Ambassador Cui: Maybe the first question you have to ask is whether it's a good idea to write such an 

article at all. 

Jonathan Swan: Mr. Ambassador, look, in a public health crisis, it's so important that we have 

a fact-based conversation. You said on Face the Nation on February 9 that it was dangerous 
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for people to be spreading, you use the word "crazy rumors", like "the virus originated in the 

US military laboratory". Mr. Ambassador, do you know who's been spreading that crazy 

conspiracy? 

Ambassador Cui: I think such an attempt was first initiated here. You saw my interview on Face the 

Nation. We were talking about some people here saying crazy things. 

Jonathan Swan: Yes. Your quote was, "there are people who are saying that these viruses 

could come from some military lab, not of China, may be in the United States. How can we 

believe these crazy things?" You're responding to a question about ..... . 

Ambassador Cui: That's my position all along. That was my position then, and that's my position now. 

I think (as for) this question, of course, we have to find eventually, we must have an answer to where 

the virus originally came. But this is a job for the scientists to do, not for diplomats, not for journalists 

to speculate, because such speculation will help nobody. It's very harmful. So why not let our scientists 

do their professional job and give us some answer eventually? 

Jonathan Swan: It's good to hear you say that, Mr. Ambassador, because it was actually your 

own spokesman, the spokesman for the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Zhao Lijian, who 

has been spreading this conspiracy that the virus originated in a US laboratory. Does he have 

any evidence to support that theory? 

Ambassador Cui: Maybe you could go and ask him. 

Jonathan Swan: Have you asked him? You are the Ambassador. 

Ambassador Cui: Now, I'm here representing my head of state and my government, not any particular 

individual. 

Jonathan Swan: Does he speak for the Chinese government? Does Zhao or do you? 

Ambassador Cui: I am the representative of China in the United States. 

Jonathan Swan: OK. So we shouldn't take his words literally, what he's saying. We shouldn't 

take them as a representation of the Chinese government even though he's the spokesman. 

Ambassador Cui: You could try to interpret somebody else's statement. I'm not in the position, and I 

don't have responsibility to explain everybody's view to you. 
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Jonathan Swan: OK. It's not a matter of interpretation. It's what he said. But I think it's clear 

what you mean by that. We move on. Mr. Ambassador, as you know, the epidemic diseases, 

they multiply very quickly in the early days and it's very important to stamp them out early. A 

University of Southampton study found that there would have been 95% fewer cases of the 

coronavirus if China had intervened three weeks earlier. What a number of people have said is 

that by covering up the reality of this virus for three weeks, Communist Party officials allowed 

the virus to bring not just, to harm people in China, but to people all around the world. And I 

want to ask you whether the Party apologizes for that initial cover-up? 

Ambassador Cui : I think that statement is based on distortion of fact. You were right to say the virus 

multiplies very fast, maybe in a couple of weeks. But the fact is, if you have a close look at the real 

fact, the fact is at the very beginning, there was very little knowledge about this new virus. Nobody 

knew anything about it. You cannot come to the conclusion that just because of a few cases of people 

running fever, you should alarm the whole world that there is a new kind of virus. People have to look 

at the situation very closely. So I think it's not a process of covering up something. It's a process of 

discovering this new kind of virus, to do a good job in identifying the virus, know more about it, learn 

more about the routes of transmission and how to respond. Actually, it only took a couple of weeks for 

China to share everything we knew with the World Health Organization, including the genetic 

sequencing of this virus. And we alerted the WHO and other countries, and within maybe two or three 

weeks, the city of Wuhan was locked down. That was on January 23. Now today, 55 days have passed, 

and thanks to our resolute and determined efforts, the number of cases in China is coming down 

significantly. The number of people who are cured and discharged from hospital is going up 

significantly. But maybe people should ask what should have happened but have not happened in the 

last 55 days. Because according to the medical professionals, the so-called incubation period or the 

quarantine period is generally about 14 days. Now we have 55 days. What has happened or what 

should have happened but have not happened? Maybe this is the right question to ask. 

Jonathan Swan: I think the first three weeks, as you say, very crucial. And I want to ask you 

about some specific facts. You mentioned facts. University of Toronto study found that when 

China started censoring social media references to the coronavirus in December, blocked 

keywords included "people-to-people transmission". Why would they be censoring 

information about a virus? 

Ambassador Cui: I don't think our efforts were to what you called "censor" all the media coverage. Our 

efforts, our focus was first to screen the body temperature of everybody, so as to make sure that the 

virus is not spreading very fast, so that we could know exactly what are the numbers of suspected 
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cases and confirmed cases, so that we could take a measure to cure the people. So our efforts were 

not actually about how to deal with the media, but how to deal with the people affected by the virus. 

Don't you think that is more important? 

Jonathan Swan: I think both are important. I think public information is very important. And 

when the doctors in Wuhan raised the alarm and shared the laboratory reports, Dr. Li Wenliang, 

they won't listen to (them). The Party and the police held them in for questioning. And Li 

Wenliang had to put out a statement saying that he had been spreading untrue words. 

Ambassador Cui: I think what you're referring to, again, distorted facts. Let me tell you two things. First, 

Dr. Li was consulting his colleagues, his fellow doctors. He was not trying to alert the public, because 

he was puzzled. He was alerted. He was consulting his fellow doctors. Somehow this piece of 

information got outside of his circle of fellow doctors and it certainly caused concern. Number two, the 

whole case, what happened to Dr. Li and his colleagues now is under investigation by the central 

government. So why not all of us wait to let the investigation go through and give us the conclusion? 

Jonathan Swan: I guess I just don't understand why a doctor sharing a laboratory report and 

consulting with his colleagues and the information getting out, which would have been very 

useful information to the public, why does that result in him getting pulled into the police and 

having to retract his statement? 

Ambassador Cui: No. Let me tell you this. I don't know everything about what exactly happened in 

Wuhan at that time. But normally for any level of government, how can you base your decision on 

some leaked information? You have to make sure what you announce is very solidly based on fact 

and science. 

Jonathan Swan: I am not asking you to base it on that. I'm just saying why you punished him 

for sharing that information. That's the part I don't understand. 

Ambassador Cui: As I told you just now, the whole thing is under investigation. Why don't we wait until 

the conclusion of the investigation? 

Jonathan Swan: How concerned are you that on January 15, Li Oun, the head of China's CDC 

Emergency Center, he told state television, "after careful screening and prudent judgment, we 

have reached the latest understanding that the risk of human-to-human transmission is low". 

Mr. Ambassador, there's no way of knowing how many thousands of people have died because 

of that statement. 
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Ambassador Cui: You see, I'm not a medical doctor. I cannot explain all the technical things to you. 

And I'm not aware of what he said, this particular Mr. Li. 

Jonathan Swan: He said it on state television. 

Ambassador Cui: I don't watch everything on state television. As I said earlier, let me remind you again, 

this is a process of discovering about the virus. 

Jonathan Swan: But there are doctors who alerted people as early as December 27. We have 

Zhao Jianping, a pulmonologist at Tongji hospital in Wuhan. He alerted the Wuhan CDC that it 

could spread from human to human. So I guess the question is two weeks after that, why is the 

Chinese authority still telling the public that it's not likely to spread between people. 

Ambassador Cui: I think we alerted the people as soon as we learned this could be transmitted from 

human to human. But before you come to this conclusion, you have to look at the evidence. You have 

to base yourself on science. We are not medical doctors. I don't think we're in the best position to 

discuss all the technical things. We might be misleading to our audience. That's very troublesome. 

Jonathan Swan: I'm just quoting medical doctors who spoke of all the records. 

Ambassador Cui: I don't think even the doctors have total agreement among themselves. It depends 

on whom you are quoting. 

Jonathan Swan: They definitely have agreement that it spreads from human to human. These 

doctors said ...... 

Ambassador Cui : This is now a proven fact. That's why we are doing everything possible to help 

people. 

Jonathan Swan: Mr. Ambassador, we're talking about information getting out to the public. I 

have to ask you about some journalists that have disappeared. Where is the citizen journalist 

Chen Qiushi? He was doing some of the early videos from inside Wuhan that were showing 

the response to the virus and the chaos that was happening inside Wuhan. 

Ambassador Cui: I have not heard of this person. 

Jonathan Swan: Really? You were asked about him on Face the Nation on February 9. 
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Ambassador Cui: No, I was not asked about any particular journalist. 

Jonathan Swan: You were. She, Margaret Brennan named Chen Qiushi. 

Ambassador Cui: But I did not know him then. I don't know him now. 

Jonathan Swan: It's a month later. Weren't you curious to find out who he was? 

Ambassador Cui: We have 1.4 billion people back in China. How can I learn everything about 

everybody? 

Jonathan Swan: I'm not asking you to. I'm saying this is a journalist who has been written about 

in the New York Times, the international media. His family and friends want to know where he 

is. You haven't been curious to inquire about his whereabouts? 

Ambassador Cui: My responsibility is to manage our relations with the United States. As for domestic 

situation, we have people back in China who are dealing with these issues. We have the judiciary 

department there dealing with the issues. So why not let people do their own job? And we do our job. 

Jonathan Swan: And you never made an inquiry about him after the interview. 

Ambassador Cui: Why should I make inquiries about what the judiciary people are doing back in China? 

We should respect their procedures. 

Jonathan Swan: So you don't know what happened to Fang Bin or Li Zehua? They were two 

other citizen journalists who disappeared while reporting from Wuhan. 

Ambassador Cui: To tell you the truth, I very much doubt whether these are the real facts. 

Jonathan Swan: Why do you doubt that? You don't even know who they are. The New York 

Times has been reporting, the Guardian, the international media. 

Ambassador Cui: Why should I believe everything the New York Times is saying? Not everybody here 

in the United States believes everything the paper is saying. Why should I? 

Jonathan Swan: I guess my question is why wouldn't you want to find out? These are Chinese 

citizens. Their family and friends said they've disappeared. I don't understand why you 
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wouldn't want to know what the truth is. If you say it's false, what the New York Times is 

reporting, it's a big issue for your country. Wouldn't you want to know? 

Ambassador Cui: I don't think this is a big issue. I think we should all respect the judiciary procedures 

in our own countries. We should not try to interfere. 

Jonathan Swan: OK, Mr. Ambassador. But my next question, as you know, crowded facilities 

are at a high risk for the spread of this virus. What measures have the Chinese authorities taken 

in Xinjiang to ensure that the hundreds of thousands of Muslims who are in concentration 

camps there will survive this coronavirus outbreak. 

Ambassador Cui: I'm sorry. I have to make corrections about what you're saying from time to time. 

First of all, there's no concentration camp in Xinjiang. There used to be some vocational training 

centers. So it's not camps, it's campus. And all these trainees in these centers, they have graduated, 

they have their new jobs. And fortunately, Xinjiang is one of the few provinces that have very few 

confirmed cases of this virus. So the health situation there maybe is somehow better than some of the 

other provinces. 

Jonathan Swan: So you can assure the world, and as you know there are a lot of people in the 

United Nations or around the world, who are concerned about the Uyghurs and the ethnic 

Kazakhs, the Muslims who have been in these camps. You can assure them that there are no 

more Muslims held against their will without any charge of a crime in these camps? 

Ambassador Cui: You see in every country and everywhere, there might be people who have violated 

laws and who might be under the influence of terrorism. You have such people here. We have such 

people in our own country. These people have to be dealt with in accordance with the law. But this is 

not to focus on any particular ethnic group. This is for everybody. Any person who tries to launch 

terrorist attacks against innocent people should be punished by the law. And for anybody who is under 

the influence of terrorism, we should do our best to prevent them from falling further as victims of 

terrorism? 

Jonathan Swan: Of course, Mr. Ambassador. No one wants to ..... . 

Ambassador Cui : This is not based on any distinction between ethnic groups. This is for everybody. 

Jonathan Swan: Here's the problem. Mr. Ambassador, no one disagrees with you. If you are a 

terrorist (inaudible) you throw them in jail. 
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Ambassador Cui: That's exactly what happened. 

Jonathan Swan: That these people were not charged with crimes. These are one million 

estimated Muslims who were put in these camps. 

Ambassador Cui: How do you come with the number: one million? 

Jonathan Swan: It wasn't me. It was the United Nations. 

Ambassador Cui : No, not the United Nations. I don't think it's the United Nations. 

Jonathan Swan: United Nations' panel, people who study the satellite imagery, independent 

journalists and observers, you know that, Mr. Ambassador. 

Ambassador Cui: Let me tell you, over the last couple of years, numerous foreign diplomats, journalists, 

people from Muslim countries, they have visited Xinjiang. They can tell you the truth. Why not listen to 

these people who have actually been on the spot? 

Jonathan Swan: I've listened to them, the ABC news crew. It was a chaperoned tour. This was 

a guided tour. They weren't allowed to go to some of the camps and check the watch towers 

and the gates. But my question is you said these were vocational training centers. You don't 

put terrorists in vocational training centers. 

Ambassador Cui: No, these centers are for the people who may be under the influence or who used 

to be under the influence of terrorism. Most of them are not actual criminals, are not actual terrorists. 

That's why we provided training for them to learn more about the law, learn more about professional 

skills, so that they will have a better prospect of finding a good job. And that happened to most of them. 

Jonathan Swan: Many of these people who have been put in against their will, who haven't 

been charged with a crime, have described being confined, solitary confinement, beatings, 

deprivation of food. Ethnic Kazakh Kayrat Samarkand told NPR that he was tortured, he had to 

wear an iron suit. How does that help people when you put them in these conditions? 

Ambassador Cui: Let me be very frank with you. If you keep reading out of these materials that are 

full of bias and prejudice, I don't think our communication will serve any useful purpose. 

Jonathan Swan: But why not? Mr. Ambassador, this is a mainstream news report in National 

Public Radio. I'm not reading you fringe things. 
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Ambassador Cui: Why people refuse to look at the facts, listen to the people who have visited the 

place? Why you stick to all these bias and prejudice? I don't understand. 

Jonathan Swan: Mr. Ambassador, I'm not trying to devise. I'm actually pointing people who 

have come out of these camps and talk to the press on the record. That's all I can do. This 

guided media tour is ... 

Ambassador Cui: I'm trying my best to tell you the truth and you just refuse to listen. 

Jonathan Swan: No, I'm listening. So you're saying all these people are lying, who have come 

out and said it, because it's been dozens of them. 

Ambassador Cui: No, that's not what I'm saying. What I'm saying is that there are people who have 

visited these places, people from Muslim countries, diplomats and journalists. Why don't you listen to 

these people? 

Jonathan Swan: Have any of them visited without the Chinese government accompanying them 

into this ... ? 

Ambassador Cui: They are in Chinese territory. How can you exclude the Chinese side on Chinese 

territory? 

Jonathan Swan: It's not excluding. If you want to visit certain facilities in the US, you wouldn't 

necessarily have a US chaperon. 

Ambassador Cui: But we still have to abide by US laws here. You see, we have to follow the rules and 

regulations here. And also because the terrorist situation in Xinjiang used to be very serious a few 

years ago, when we have foreign visitors, we have to make sure they have security, but otherwise it's 

open to them. They can see whatever they want to see. They can tell you what they saw there. 

Jonathan Swan: Would I go there without accompaniment from the Chinese government to 

visit wherever I wanted in Xinjiang? 

Ambassador Cui: I think you have to respect the local laws and also the local culture, how people feel. 

You are, not only you but also foreign reporters, diplomats, they are visitors, they are guests. At least 

they should learn to respect and to be more sensitive to how the host feels. Is that normal? If I come 

to your house and I don't care what you feel, is that normal? 
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Jonathan Swan: So I'm not trying to be disrespectful. I am pointing to you what Uyghurs who 

have been in these camps have said to mainstream outlets. I'm not giving you things from the 

fringe. I'm trying to get you to respond to this topic. Can we move on to another thing which is 

the satellite imagery. So there's been a lot and I've looked at the images the Guardian reported 

that show that several dozen, perhaps more than two dozen, mosques and religious sites of 

the Muslims in Xinjiang have been destroyed since 2016. And I looked at the images. Are they 

false too? 

Ambassador Cui: If you go to Xinjiang and have a look for yourself, you will find out there are more 

mosques in Xinjiang on per capita terms than in many other places in the world, including more 

mosques in Xinjiang on per capita terms than in some of Muslim countries. 

Jonathan Swan: But when a satellite shows that these sites, specific sites like Imam Asim, 

Jafari Sadiq shrine have been destroyed, the satellites show that simplicity. Why are they being 

destroyed? 

Ambassador Cui : I don't think they have been destroyed. 

Jonathan Swan: The satellites show that. 

Ambassador Cui: I have told you the truth. There are more mosques in Xinjiang on per capita terms 

than even in some Muslim countries. Maybe some of them are going through restoration. Some of 

them are undergoing some repair. You see, I was in Xinjiang last year. I saw all these things with my 

own eyes. I even visited one of the training centers. 

Jonathan Swan: Did you visit any of these mosques that you say are being ... 

Ambassador Cui: Yes, I went to a couple of the best-known mosques in Xinjiang. 

Jonathan Swan: But when you see these reports of several dozen being destroyed, did you go 

and visit any of them to find out what happened? 

Ambassador Cui: I did not see anything being destroyed. 

Jonathan Swan: OK. I'm honestly just, I'm just pointing to you a report and satellite imagery. 

I'm just trying to get (inaudible) of it. Mr. Ambassador, last question on this, would you be 

prepared to let international human rights observers into Xinjiang to observe without 

supervision? 
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Ambassador Cui: I think our people in the United Nations have been working on this with the Human 

Rights Commission of the UN. We are doing our best to arrange for the visit by High Commissioner of 

Human Rights. I think the problem is that some of the people involved are raising preconditions, very 

unreasonable political preconditions. We believe this is an interference in the relations between China 

and the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights. I don't think that serves the best interests 

of the United Nations. But we're working on it together with our colleagues in the UN to overcome any 

possible and all these unreasonable, unnecessary obstacles, so this visit will happen as soon as 

possible. 

Jonathan Swan: Do you understand why people are concerned? Like when you have 

orphanages being (inaudible) for children, whose parents are being put into these facilities? 

Did you understand why people feel worried about what's going on in Xinjiang? 

Ambassador Cui: I think people do have to be worried about the situation in Xinjiang when a few years 

ago there were thousands of cases of terrorist attacks, killing and hurting thousands of innocent people. 

That's when and that's why people should be worried. Now, we have had no single case of terrorist 

attack for the last three years and more. So people should be more relieved, more relaxed, and happy 

about that. 

Jonathan Swan: Then people who still can't find their family, who they say are still in these 

camps, they're not very happy, Mr. Ambassador, they're very worried. 

Ambassador Cui: As I told you before, as I told you earlier, these training centers have done their job, 

and the trainees, they have graduated, they are now working on their new jobs. 

Jonathan Swan: So if I visit any of them, there's no one in there, it's all free, they're empty, 

these buildings, the ones with watchtowers that we can see on the satellites, they're empty of 

people. 

Ambassador Cui : I do hope you have a chance to go there and have a look for yourself. 

Jonathan Swan: I would like to, I would really like to. 

Ambassador Cui : Well, you could apply. 

Jonathan Swan: I think I will. My colleagues are not allowed into China. So I'm going to try. I 

want to ask you about the next steps with this virus. What is China going to do in the coming 
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weeks and months that we perhaps don't know about in terms of the global response to the 

coronavirus, Mr. Ambassador? 

Ambassador Cui : You mean what China is going to do for ourselves or for the world? 

Jonathan Swan: I would like to mean both, Mr. Ambassador. 

Ambassador Cui: I think for ourselves, we have to make sure that the numbers of cases will not come 

up again. This is very important. We have to really reduce it to zero to make sure that our people are 

safe and their health sufficiently protected. And of course, we have to maybe speed up our work on 

developing drugs and vaccines possibly, so people will have better tools in the future. 

And in the world, we are ready and we are already working with other countries. First of all, we are 

working very closely all along with the World Health Organization. I think just a couple of days ago, we 

had a big conference, video conference with the World Health Organization and a number of other 

countries to coordinate our work on the virus. 

And we're also making specific assistance to a number of neighbors and other countries like Italy and 

other countries in the world. We are ready to work with all the other countries, because this is a global 

challenge, unless there's global success in containing this virus, no country could feel safe. We fully 

understand that. So we are ready to do whatever we can to help others. 

And of course, we are also very grateful at the initial stage so many countries came to our help, 

including the American people, American businesses, American institutions, American specialists. 

Some of them came to China at a very early stage, some of them joined the WHO expert team. We 

are very grateful to them. 

Jonathan Swan: How would you describe, Mr. Ambassador, the state of the US-China 

relationship today? 

Ambassador Cui: I think we're at the critical juncture. We - when I say "we", I mean both countries -

we have to make the right choice for the future of our relations, for the future generations of our peoples. 

Jonathan Swan: Can you expand on that, Mr. Ambassador, what (is) a juncture, between what 

and what? 

Ambassador Cui: I think we actually, we have no alternative than cooperation with each other. I think 

the only good future for the people of our two countries is that we work together to develop a 
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relationship based on coordination, cooperation and stability. We certainly reject any attempt to stir up 

confrontation or even start a new Cold War between us or talk about the so-called economic 

decoupling. I don't think these things will serve the real interests of our two peoples. They will very 

much hurt the real interests of our peoples. 

Jonathan Swan: If I may say so, Mr. Ambassador, you haven't done this today, but your 

colleague, very much from the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, is doing exactly that, when 

he says that this virus, I mean it's a lie, when he lies about where the virus came from and says 

it came from a US military lab. That is not helping people trust the Chinese Communist Party. 

Ambassador Cui: I don't understand why you always refer to the Party. Do you know the fact so many 

doctors and nurses who're at the very front trying to combat this virus and save people, they are 

members of the Party. I don't know if you're aware of the fact. And even Dr. Li Wenliang, he was a 

member of the Communist Party. Are you aware of the fact? 

Jonathan Swan: Of course I am. So what I am asking about...(inaudible) 

Ambassador Cui: Then perhaps you should show more respect, because people have very close ties 

with the Party. If you try to attack the Party, I think the overwhelming majority of the Chinese people 

will believe that you are attacking them. 

Jonathan Swan: I'm assuring you, Mr. Ambassador, I'm not trying to attack the Party. Let me 

describe it as the Chinese Government then. When he makes these statements, he's the 

spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he does what you just described. 

Ambassador Cui: I think you have to look at the whole, all the facts. We did not start such kind of 

mutual accusation. 

Jonathan Swan: OK. 

Ambassador Cui: It was all started here, in Washington, DC. This is a real fact. 

Jonathan Swan: Mr. Ambassador, do you have any message for your counterparts in the United 

States who are watching you or for the American people who are watching this, who want to 

understand, you know, this is a moment where there's a lot of distrust between the two 

governments, and we're seeing that play out publicly. And I think it's an important moment for 

you to say what you want to say to the people who are watching. 
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Ambassador Cui: First of all, I want to thank the American people, American businesses, American 

institutions, and even ordinary American people for their support and help to China in combating this 

virus. Number two, I want to say to them, we are really in the same boat. This is a global challenge, 

global public health challenge, maybe even more than that. So we have to work together as partners 

to combat the virus, to restore the normal situation to the economy, to build up people's confidence 

about the global economy, to build up a capability to respond to any crises like this. We have shared 

interest. We are really all part of the same community of nations. We have to build a better future for 

us all together. This is my main message to the American people and to the American Government. 

Let's do it. 

Jonathan Swan: Mr. Ambassador, I want to send you my personal condolences for all the 

suffering in China that's happened from this virus. It's been a terrible situation, and we hope 

that things can get better around the world. 

Ambassador Cui: And I'm also concerned that the number of confirmed cases here, the number of 

confirmed cases in the United States, is going up. I'm very worried about that. Hopefully, because the 

United States is very strong in your medical capability, in technology, hopefully you'll make best use 

of all these, all your strength and contain and control the virus very timely, so there will be as few as 

possible cases of death here in the United States. 

Jonathan Swan: Mr. Ambassador, we thank you so much for your time, for answering 

questions, for speaking with us today. 

Ambassador Cui: OK. Thank you for taking this interview. 

Jonathan Swan: Thank you, sir. 



FL-2022-00076 A-0000057 4615 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

From: "Park, Christopher J" l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

To: l(b )(6) (Beijing) kb )(6) !§)state.gov> 

Subject: Re: clearance (00B Monday): AM to request access to Wuhan Institute of Virology 

Date: Tue, 5 May 2020 11:38:29 +0000 

I appreciate the sentiment. It's all too politically charged on this end. 
From: !fh\fR\ [Beijing)l<b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 5, 2020 12:07:18 AM 
To: Park, Christopher J l<b)(6) !@state.gov> 
Subject: RE: clearance (OOB Monday): AM to request access to Wuhan Institute of Virology 

Hi,' Chris b )(5) 
(b)(5) 
;:/h=)=/S=)=:;---------------------' hanks for your input on the letter. 

l(b)(6) 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Park, Christopher J!<~b- )-(6-) ~ l@state.gov> 

Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 9:00 PM 
To: Kb)(6) !(Beijing) 1-rh-\-fP--,--1@state.gov> 
Subject: Re: clearance (OOB Monday): AM to request access to Wuhan Institute of Virology 

b)(5) 

CJP 

From:l(b)(6) l(Beijing) l(b)(6) wstate.gov> 
Sent: Monday, May 4, 2020 5:21 AM 
To: Kb)(6) !Beijing) ~(b)(6) @state.gov>Kb)(6) @state.gov>;OES-IHB-
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DG <OES-IHB-DG@state.gov>; OES-STC-China <OES-STC-China@state.gov>; ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-

DL@STATE.GOV> (b)(6) state. ov>;l(b)(6) I 
!rh)(n) @state.gov>; b)(6) state. ov>; Beijing ESTH Americans 

<BeijingESTHAmericans@state.gov>; Forden, Robert W (Beijing) !fh \ff>\ l@state.gov> 

Cc: EAP-CM-ECON-DL <EAP-CM-ECON-DL@state.gov>;Kb)(6) ~Beijing) l(b)(6) t@state.gov> 

Subject: RE: clearance (OOB Monday): AM to request access to Wuhan Institute of Virology 

l(b )(6) I 

Thanks, 

l(b )(6) 

l(b )(6) 

Deputy Chief, Environment, Science, Technology, and Health (ESTH) I f-H~;E:ffj~1',,d: 

U.S. Embassy Beijing I ~ ~ 3:t#e::kf5!'.ffi 
P:l<b)(6) I 
Efr h )(n) @state.gov 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From:l(b )(6) l(Beijing)i(h )(n ) @state.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, May 2, 2020 4:31 AM 
To: Kbl(6) ~ state.gov>; OES-IHB-DG <OES-IHB-DG@state.gov>; OES-STC-China <0ES-

STC-China@state.gov>; ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL STATE.GOV>· h)(n) state. ov>; 

!rh )(n) l(Rick) ~(b )(6) l@state.gov>; (b )(6) state. ov>; Beijing 

ESTH Americans <Bei jingESTHAmericans@state.gov>; Forden, Robert W (Beijing) 
l(h)(n) @state.gov> 

Cc: EAP-CM-ECON-DL <EAP-CM-ECON-DL@state.gov> 

Subject: Re: clearance (OOB Monday): AM to request access to Wuhan Institute of Virology 
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Hi l(b)(6)1 

(b )(5); (b )(6) 

Thanks,l(b )(6) I 

l(b )(6) I 
Currently: ESTH 

Coronavirus Global Response Coordination Unit 

U.S. Department of State 

l(b )(6) 

Normally: ESTH Officer 

U.S. Embassy Beijing 

From: j(b )(6) kc!>state.gov> 
Se nt: Friday, May 1, 2020 2:34 PM 

"UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

To: OES-IHB-DG <OES-IHB-DG@state.gov>; OES-STC-China <OES-STC-China@state.gov>; ISN-BPS-DL 

<ISN-BPS-DL STATE.GOV>; l<b )(6) @state.gov>; l<h )fn) I (Beijing) 
(b )(6) state . ov>; lrb )(6) @state.gov>;kb )(6) I 
(b)(6) state. ov>; Beijing ESTH Americans <BeijingESTHAmericans@state.gov> 
Cc: EAP-CM-ECON-DL <EAP-CM-ECON-DL@state.gov> 
Subject: clearance (OOB Monday): AM to request access to Wuhan Institute of Virology 

Colleagues, 
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X 

AM for S Yang Letter re WIV.docx 

X 

S Yang Letter re WIV.docx 

I would greatly appreciate your clearance by OOB Monday. 

Warm regards, 

Economic Unit Chief, EAP/CM 

Economic Unit: EAP-CM-ECON-DL@state.gov 

PersonaI:l(b)(6) l@state.gov 

Mobile: "'-Kb-'-')(---'-6) ___ __. 

From: EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAP-StaffersMailbox@state.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 2:48 PM 

To:!(b)(6) k§)state.gov>; EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAP-
StaffersMailbox@state.gov> 

Cc: EAP-CM-Unit Chiefs-DL <EAP-CM-UnitChiefs-DL@state.gov> 

Subject: RE: ACTION FOR STAFFERS - TASKER - S-Yang Letter 

Rec'd and tasked in OP: fb)(6)I 

[08/31/2023] 

CM, Action Memo S: USG access to Wuhan Laboratory Director Yang Jiechi AM and request letter 

T 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From:!rh VR) !@state.gov> 

Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2020 2:29 PM 

To: EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAP-StaffersMailbox@state.gov> 

Cc: EAP-CM-Unit Chiefs-DL <EAP-CM-UnitChiefs-DL@state.gov> 

Subject: ACTION FOR STAFFERS - TASKER - S-Yang Letter 

05/04/2020 



FL-2022-00076 A-0000057 4615 

Staffers, 

r b )(5); (b )(6) 

Thanks, 

l(b)(6) 

l(b )(6) 
Special Assistant 
Office of the Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
(b)(6) 
(b)(6) 

"UNCLASSIFIED" 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

Sender: "Park, Christopher J" !(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Recipient: Kb )(6) tBeijing) i(b )(6) !§)state.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 
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From: "Stilwell, David R" Kb )(6) ~state.gov> 

Feith, David b )(6) state.gov>; 
To: Fritz, Jonathan D (h Vn) state.gov>; 

Keshap, Atul (b)(6) state.gov> 

Subject: Re: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Date: Sat, 5 Dec 2020 23:29:20 +0000 

We need to brin him in for some face-on-wall counselin (b)(5) 
(b)(5) 

(b)(5) 
are. 
Let me at him ... 
Get Outlook for iOS 
From: Feith, David ~(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2020 6:22:36 PM 

[08/31 /2023] 

To: Stilwell, David RKb)(6) ~state.gov>; Fritz, Jonathan D ~b)(6) l@state.gov>; Keshap, Atul 
lrh )(n) 5>state.gov> 
Subject: Re: Urgent HHS statement for review 

!hanks for pi~gi~g ~oore, Atul. j(b)(5) 
its content or its timmg? ~-----------------------~ 
b)(5) 

David Feith 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs (EAP) 
U.S. Department of State 
b)(6) o) 

c) 
'P-------c::::---~ . 

state.gov 

On December 5, 2020 at 4:00:47 PM EST, Stilwell, David R ..,_l(b_,_)_,_(6-'-) __ .,...,,r)state.gov> wrote: 
Happy to send Moore a note; just say when. 
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Get Outlook for iOS 
From: Fritz, Jonathan D !(h)(n) la>state.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2020 11:30:35 AM 
To: Keshap, Atull(b)(6) @)state.gov>;Stilwell, David R fo)(6) 
!rh )(n) @state.gov> 
Subject: Re: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Muy interesante. Certainly worth discussing. 
Get Outlook for iOS 
From: Keshap, Atul l<b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2020 10:49:43 AM 

l@state.gov>; Feith, David 

To: Stilwell, David R !(b)(6) l@state.gov>; Fritz, Jonathan Dkb)(6) l@state.gov>; Feith, David 
l(b )(6) l@state.gov> 
Subject: Fwd: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Fyi my back and forth with Jonathan Moore below: 
From: Keshap, Atull(b)(6) l@state.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2020 10:46 AM 
To: Moore, Jonathan M 

Subject: Re: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Understood. On q 1, we should soon confer in a secure room with Stilwell, Fritz, Feith. There is 
much to discuss. 
From: Moore, Jonathan M J(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Sent: Saturday, December 5, 2020 9:02 AM 
To: Keshap, Atul 

Subject: Re: Fwd: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Happy to discuss.j(b)(5) 

Jonathan Moore 
AA/S,OES 

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer 

On December 4, 2020 at 20:42:15 EST, Kesha , Atul (b)(6) 
Jonathan (b )(5) 

(b )(5) 
(b )(5) 
(b )(5) 
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From: Fritz, Jonathan D l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 6:03 PM 

"UNCLASSIFIED" 

~-----~ To: Stilwell David R· Feith David· fn) Buangan, Richard L 

[08/31/2023] 

Cc: (b)(6) AP-CM-Bilat Unit-DL; EAP-Press; Keshap, Atul 
Subject: Re: Urgent HHS statement for review 

From: Stilwell, David R l(b )(6) ~@state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 5:55 PM 
To: Feith, David kb)(6) @state.gov>; ~l<b-)-(6-)-------~@state.gov>; Fritz, 
Jonathan D b)(6) state.gov>; Buangan, Richard L fb)(6) @state.gov> 
Cc: (b)(6) 7 State.gov>; l(b)(6) !@state.gov>;EAP-
CM-BilatUnit-DL <EAPCMBilatUnit@state.gov>; EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; 
Keshap, Atul Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 
Subject: Re: Urgent HHS statement for review 

~b)(5) 
Get Outlook for 10S 
From: Feith, David l(b )(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 4:40: 14 PM 
To: l(b)(6) @state.gov>;Fritz, Jonathan D (b)(6) 

4-'-~-t:::::....-,~ 
Buangan, Richard Ll<b)(6) @state.gov>; Stilwell, David R (b)(6) 
Cc:kb)(6) !@state.gov>;(h)(n) state.gov>; EAP-
CM-Bilat Unit-DL <EAPCMBilatUnit@state.gov>; EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; 
Keshap, Atul !(b)(6) !@state.gov> 
Subject: RE: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Sorry, can't clear on this. 

(b )(5) 

Many thanks. 

David Feith 
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Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs (EAP) 
U.S. Department of State 

(o) 
(c) -----~ (b )(6) 

"UNCLASSIFIED" 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Kb)(6) l@state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 5:15 PM 

[08/31 /2023] 

To: Fritz, Jonathan D (b)(6) state.gov>; Buangan, Richard L b)(6) state.gov>; 
Stilwell, David b)(6) state.gov>; Feith, David b)(6) state.gov> 
Cc: b)(6) state.gov>;l(b)(6) ~state.gov>; EAP-CM-
Bilat Unit-DL <EAPCMBilatUnit@state.gov>; EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Please see the attached statement from HHS and the comment below. 

Do you clear on this version? 

l(b )(6) I 

Kb)(6) 
EAP/Press 

From: kb)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 5:12 PM 
To:!rb )(6) e? state.gov> 

Cc: OES-PA-DG <OES-PA-DG@state.gov>; EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; l(b)(6) 
l(b)(6) k9? state.gov> .___ __ ___. 

Subject: Re: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Thank you,k_\ill§.j(b)(5) 

(b )(5) 

Please see OES edits and comments in the attached. 

I 
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Regards, 

l(b)(6) 
OES/PPO 

From: kb)(6) l@state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 2:13 PM 
To: fo)(6) @state.gov> 

Cc: OES-PA-DG <OES-PA-DG@state.gov>; EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov> 
Subject: Fw: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Please see edits from EAP attached. 

EAP /FO: David Feith 

EAP/FO: David Stilwell 
EAP/FO: Richard Buangan 

EAP/FO: Jonathan Fritz 

EAP/CM: (b)(6) 
EAP/CM:i,,;,-(b-'-) ...... (6 ..... ) --~ 

EAP /P: l(b )(6) ~~---~ 

Thank you, 

From: Feith, David l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 1:53 PM 

[08/31/2023] 

To: b)(6) state. ov>; Stilwell, David R l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Cc: Fritz, Jonathan D (b)(6) state. ov>; Buangan, Richard L l<b)(6) @state.gov>;EAP-

Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; l(b)(6) s?state.gov>; Keshap, Atul 

kb )(6) l@state.gov> 
Subject: RE: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Many thanks. Please see edits in track-changes attached. Also clean copied here for the 

traveling party: 

State/EAP edits to draft HHS statement 
December 4, 2020 
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ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(5) 
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b)(5) 

From:l(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 1:28 PM 
To: Feith, David!(b)(6) ~state.gov>; Stilwell, David R ~(b)(6) ~state.gov> 

Cc: Fritz, Jonathan Dl(b)(6) @state.gov>; Buangan, Richard L !(b)(6) @state.gov>; EAP-
Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; l(b)(6) l@state.gov>; Keshap, Atul 

l(b )(6) ~state.gov> 
Subject: Re: FOR A/S STILWELL CLEARANCE ASAP: 11:30 AM: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Standing by and waiting for your edits/comments. 

l(b )(6) I 

From: Feith, David l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 1:26 PM 

To: Stilwell, David R (b)(6) b)(6) > 

Cc: Fritz, Jonathan D (b)(6) state. ov>; Buangan, Richard L b)(6) ov>; EAP-
Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; l(b)(6) @state.gov>; Keshap, Atul 

l(b )(6) @state.gov> 
Subject: RE: FOR A/S STILWELL CLEARANCE ASAP: 11:30 AM: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Hi all - please confirm we are not/not sending EAP clearance on this yet. Thanks. 

From: Feith, David 

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 1:11 PM 
To: Stilwell, David R l<b)(6) l@state.gov>; b)(6) (b)(6) > 

Cc: Fritz, Jonathan D !rb)(6) l@state.gov>; Buangan, Richard L ~(b:.!)~(6:.!) __ _t-===o:;..:..v>; EAP-
Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; !(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Subject: RE: FOR A/S STILWELL CLEARANCE ASAP: 11:30 AM: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Seeing this now, will send suggestions in a minute --
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From: Stilwell, David R 1(b)(6) @state.gov> 

Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 1:06 PM 
To:i(b )(6) @state.gov> 

Cc: kb)(6) @state.gov>; Buangan, Richard Lj(b)(6) @state.gov>; Feith, 

David Kb)(6) @state.gov>; EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; l..._(b ..... )( ..... 6.._) _ ____.I 
!{b)(6) @state.gov> 

Subject: Re: FOR A/S STILWELL CLEARANCE ASAP: 11:30 AM: Urgent HHS statement for review 

Good. There's some great reporting out of Taiwan on this topic. l~(b-)(_
5

_> --------~ 

Get Outlook for iOS 

Fromi(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 11:30:57 AM 

To: Stilwell, David R l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Cc: Fritz, Jonathan Di(b)(6) @state.gov>;Buangan, Richard L fb)(6) l@state.gov>; Feith, 

Davidj(b)(6) ~state.gov>; EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; l""(b'-'-)('--"6--'--) __ _,I 
lrb)(6) e)state.gov> 

Subject: FOR A/S STILWELL CLEARANCE ASAP: 11:30 AM: Urgent HHS statement for review 

A/S Stilwell, 
Please see the statement below in response to the WSJ article that PRC is using to claim COVID 

did not start in Wuhan. CM has made edits below in yellow. 

Apologies for the short fuse. Would appreciate your earliest clearance so that we can get our 

edits in. 

Thank you, 

l(b )(6) I 
DRAFT REACTIVE STATEMENT 

b)(5) 
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From: Kb)(6) l@state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 12:13 PM 

To: Kb )(6) l@state.gov>; l(b )(6) ~@state.gov> 
Cc: EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov> 

Subject: RE: FORl(b)(6) ~LEARANCE ASAP: 11:30 AM: Urgent HHS statement for 
review 

Clear for CM. FO should see this one - recommend including Feith when you send it up to 

Buangan and Fritz. 

l(b)(6) 
Director, Office of Chinese and Mongolian Affairs 

Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 

l(b )(6) @state.gov 
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Kb )(6) I( desk) 
..... l ____ _,(mobile) 

From: l(b)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 12:04 PM 

To: l(b)(6) ~state.gov>; EAP-CM-Global-DL <EAP-CM-Global-
DL@state.gov>; EAP-CM-Bilat Unit-DL <EAPCMBilatUnit@state.gov>; EAP-CM-ECON-DL <EAP

CM-ECON-DL@state.gov> 
Cc: EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov> 
Subject: Re: CLEARANCE ASAP: 11:30 AM : Urgent HHS statement for review 

Ht ~)( I 
Some ed its for CM/Econ below in yellow highlights. (b)(5) 

(b )(5) 

..... l(b_)(6_) __ ~IPhD 

Environment, Science, Technology, and Health Officer 

Office of Chinese and Mongolian Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

~ (work) 

L__J(telework) 

From: Kb)(6 ) @state.gov> 
Sent: Friday, December 4, 2020 10:16 AM 
To: EAP-Press <EAP-Press@state.gov>; .... fo-,-rn- ,-----------.l@state.gov>; IO

Press-DL <10-Press-DL@state.gov> 
Cc: OES-PA-DG <OES-PA-DG@state.gov> 

Subject: 11:30 AM: Urgent HHS stat ement for review 

Hello, please see HHS reactive st atement below in response to the WSJ article that China is 
using to claim COVID did not start in Wuhan. I would appreciate your comments/clearance by 

11:30. 
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Thank you, 

l(b )(6 ) I 
OES/PPO 

*************************** 

The draft reactive statement below is in response to the WSJ article that China is using to claim 
COVID did not start in Wuhan. Once HHS comments have been received, it will go to State 
Dept for review. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-likely-in-u-s-in-mid-december-2019-cdc-scientists
report-11606782449 

DRAFT REACTIVE STATEMENT 
b)(5) 
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b)(5) 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

Sender: "Stilwell, David R"l(b)(6) l@state.gov> 

Feith, David b )(6) state.gov>; 
Recipient: Fritz, Jonathan (b )(6) state.gov>; 

Keshap, Atul !fh\fh\ @state.gov> 
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From: l=========;-----'@state.gov> 
state. ov>; 

state.gov>; 
"'lrrlrr--r_ 'l":"re~s::::-s_"'T"rr-<:::.rr.,,....,_ -r:r:::::es::-::s,_ 'rr"'7,~state.gov>; 

To: AVC-CBW-DL <AVC-CBW-DL2@state.gov>; 
kb)(6) l@state.gov>; 
DiNanno Thomas G b 6 @state.gov>; 
b)(6) state.gov> 

EAP-P-Office-DL <EAP-P-Office-DL@state.gov>; 
CC: Buangan, Richard L l(b)(6) @state.gov>; 

ISN-Press-DL <ISN-Press-DL@state.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 

Subject: RE: URGENT CLEARANCE: FW: I nteragency deadlocked on virus origin conclusions 

Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2021 01:57:10 +0000 

Thank b)(6) 
b)(6) I need to know urgent ly whetherl(b)(6) !proposed response is good for AVC 

From:~b)(6) l@state.gov> 

Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 20218:47 PM 

To~b)(6) @state.gov>j(b)(6) !Pstate.gov>; AVC-
Press-DL <AVC-Press-DL@state.gov>; AVC-CBW-DL <AVC-CBW-DL2@state.gov>j(b )(6) 

kb)(6) !@state.gov>; DiNanno, Thomas G fb)(6) ~state.gov>; ... l(b_._).,_(6-'-) ___ __, 
trh)fn) l@state.gov> 
Cc: EAP-P-Office-DL <EAP-P-Office-DL@state.gov>; Buangan, Richard L ~(b)(6) !@state.gov>; ISN-
Press-DL <ISN-Press-DL@state.gov> 

Subject: RE: URGENT CLEARANCE: FW: lnteragency deadlocked on virus origin conclusions 

Hil(~)(6)1- I did attend the meeting, but as we discussed did not organize it. ~b)(6) f ere 
in c arge, as it was an A VC FO effort. Bill Gertz percentages are not correct, there was no 
discussion that would correspond to the proposed percentages. I made a few edits to the 
proposed response: 

(b)(S) 

Best ~(b)(6) 

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer 

On January 13, 2021 at 8:21:37 PM EST, j(b)(6) 
CBW: Can you clear the below response. 

@state.gov> wrote: 
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SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

From: l(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 8:17 PM 
To: A VC-Press-DL <A VC-Press-DL@state.gov> 
Cc: EAP-P-Office-DL <EAP-P-Office-DL@state.gov>; Buangan, Richard L 
fb)(6) ~state.gov> 
Subject: URGENT CLEARANCE: FW: Interagency deadlocked on virus origin conclusions 

Good evening, 

Apologies for the short fuse clearance request so late in the evening. Bill Gertz is working on a 
story on the origins of COVID-19, his full inquiry is below. SPOX would like to respond tonight, 
and we are seeking your urgent clearance on the following response: 

Thank you, 
Kb)(6) I 

From: Bill Gertz <bgertz@washingtontimes.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 5:01:18 PM 
To: Ortagus, Morgan D 1(b)(6) l@state.gov> 
Subject: Interagency deadlocked on virus origin conclusions 

Morgan, 

I'm writing a story that will report that an interagency group of scientists and medical experts 
studying the origin of the coronavirus is deadlocked over its conclusions. I'm told 70% of the 
experts want the conclusion to say that the virus accidentally leaked from the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology, 15% want to say it was naturally occurring zoonotic virus jump, and 7% want to say 
its a bioweapon. The remaining 8% say they are undecided and need more info, which China so 
far has refused to give. 

NSC referred me to HHS, which referred me to State. 
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Any comment for my story? Need anything asap for my weekly Inside the Ring column. 

Bill 

National Security Correspondent 
@BillGertz I direct~b)(6) I 
TheGertzFile.com 

□ ==--= , ■ 

3600 New York Ave NE I Washington DC, 20002 

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of 
the individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged 
and confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission is 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, 
disclosure or distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden. 

Sender: ~b)(6) l@state.gov> 

lb)(6) Wstate ~ov>; 
R - - t 1b)(6) @state.gov>; 

ecipien : AVC-Press-DL <AVC-Press-DL@state.gov>; 
AVC-CBW-DL <AVC-CBW-DL2@state.gov>; 
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l(b )(6) ~state.gov>; 
DiNanno, Thomas G b)(6) state.gov>; 
=b...,...)(=6-:-) ----~~---'---,~st=a.,...te-.gov>; 

< 1ce-DL@state.gov>; 
Buangan, Richard L l(b)(6) @state.gov>; 
ISN-Press-DL <ISN-Press-DL@state.gov> 
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From: "Buangan, Richard L"Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 

b)(6) state.gov>; 
b )(6) state.gov>; 

rh HR, state.gov>; 
To: AVC-Press-DL <AVC-Press-DL@state.gov>; 

~i...::.i..J..l.ll.lL.::J..U~=...:i.LI.Jl.li.::.L.(-L2@state.gov>; 
state.gov>; 

DiNanno, Thomas G (b)(6) state.gov>; 
Kb)(6) ~state.gov> 

CC: EAP-P-0ffice-DL <EAP-P-Office-DL@state.gov>; 
ISN-Press-DL <ISN-Press-DL@state.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 

Subject: RE: URGENT CLEARANCE: FW: Interagency deadlocked on virus origin conclusions 
Date: Thu, 14 Jan 2021 01:52:35 +0000 

Thanks~ Your edits look fine. 

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer 

On January 13, 2021 at 20:47:13 EST, l(b)(5) l@state.gov> wrote: 
H1l(b)(6)I- I did attend the meeting, but as we discussed did not organize it. Kb)(6) I were 
in charge, as it was an A VC FO effort. Bill Gertz percentages are not correct, there was no 
discussion that would correspond to the proposed percentages. I made a few edits to the 
proposed response: 

Best i(b)(6) 

Sent from Workspace ONE Boxer 

On January 13, 2021 at 8:21 :37 PM EST, -!(b~)(_6_) _________ ._.,~state.gov> wrote: 
CBW: Can you clear the below response. 

From:)(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: ednesday, January 13, 2021 8:1' PM 
To: A VC-Press-DL <A VC-Press-DL@state.gov> 
Cc: EAP-P-Office-DL <EAP-P-Office-DL@state.gov>; Buangan, Richard L 
~(b)(6) @state.gov> 
Subject: URGENT CLEARANCE: FW: Interagency deadlocked on virus origin conclusions 
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Good evening, 

Apologies for the short fuse clearance request so late in the evening. Bill Gertz is working on a 
story on the origins of COVID-19, his full inquiry is below. SPOX would like to respond tonight, 
and we are seeking your urgent clearance on the following response: 

(b)(S) 

Thank you, 
l(b)(6) I 

From: Bill Gertz <bgertz@washingtontimes.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 13, 2021 5:01:18 PM 
To: Ortagus, Morgan Dl(b)(6) l@state.gov> 
Subject: Interagency deadlocked on virus origin conclusions 

Morgan, 

I'm writing a story that will report that an interagency group of scientists and medical experts 
studying the origin of the coronavirus is deadlocked over its conclusions. I'm told 70% of the 
experts want the conclusion to say that the virus accidentally leaked from the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology, 15% want to say it was naturally occurring zoonotic virus jump, and 7% want to say 
its a bioweapon. The remaining 8% say they are undecided and need more info, which China so 
far has refused to give. 

NSC referred me to HHS, which referred me to State. 

Any comment for my story? Need anything asap for my weekly Inside the Ring column. 

Bill 
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National Security Correspondent 
@BillGertz I direct Kb)(6) I 
TheGertzFile.com 

□ ==--= , ■ 

3600 New York Ave NE I Washington DC, 20002 

The information contained in this electronic transmission is intended for the exclusive use of 
the individuals to whom it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged 
and confidential, the disclosure of which is prohibited by law. If the reader of this transmission is 
not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or 
copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. In addition, any unauthorized copying, 
disclosure or distribution of the material in this e-mail and any attachments is strictly forbidden. 

Sender: "Buangan, Richard L" fb)(6) ~state.gov> 

b)(6) state.gov>; 
(b )(6) @state.gov>; 
(b )(6) @state.gov>; 
AVC-Press-DL <AVC-Press-DL@state.gov>; 

Recipient: AVC-CBW-DL <AVC-CBW-DL2@state.gov>; 
b)(6) state.gov>; 
DiNanno Thomas G b)(6) @state.gov>; 

(b )(6) state.gov>; 
EAP-P-Office-DL <EAP-P-Office-DL@state.gov>; 
ISN-Press-DL <ISN-Press-DL@state.gov> 
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From: l<b )(6) 
(b )(6) 

Kb)(6) @state.gov> 

ov>; 
DiN nno Thomas G b state.gov>; 

To: l'::"7~--------, ___ ___JI 

(b)(6) 

Subject: Re: Current DRAFT Memorandum 

Date: Sun, 10 Jan 2021 04:08:18 +0000 

From Kb )(6) ~state.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, January 9 202110:56 PM 

[08/31/2023] 

Ia· DiNanno, Thomas G (b)(6) state.gov>j(b)(6) 
Kb)( 6) 1> state .gov> (b )( 6) stat'-'-e .-'-go..:....v...:....>-r:K~:-'.b_)~( 6~)-=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=--=-,-~-st-at-e-.g-o-v> ___ ____. 

Subject: Fw: Current DRAFT Memorandum 

My edits in the attached. 
rb )(6) i 

Chief of Staff 

Bureau of Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 

U.S. Department of State 
HST Rooml(b)(6) I 

Office: b)(6) 

Cell: (b )(6) 

OpenNet: b)(6) 

ClassNet: 

JWICS: 

Fromj(b )(6) ~state.gov> 

ov 

'.U,..,....>Lli!..l.ld..L..W.liU.,...L!i!.LI.M.li!.L.:t......!....-_02110:15 P I--------~ 
state.gov>; (b)(6) 

state.gov>; b )(6) @state.gov>; b )(6) ~-----~ 
Subject: Re: Current DRAFT Memorandum 

state.gov> 



Page 21 to Page 23 

ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(5); (b )(6) 



Page 24 

ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(5) 



Page 25 

ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(5); (b )(6) 
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state.gov> 

(b )(6) 

~-------·~ state.gov> 
Subject: Re: Current DRAFT Memorandum 

"UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

Here are my comments with a few added in by phone from TomJ(b)(6) I can you send this in a 
t racked changes document to Tom and include the text in the body of an e-mail. Tom can't 
download docs on this damned crippled GO system. I guess you should also attach for him an 
"all changes accepted" clean copy with comments deleted that he can send t q(b)(6) I 

l(b )(6) I 
Senior Adviser AVC 

b)(6) 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 
Sender: ~l(b- )-(6-)-----~@state.gov> 

Kb )(6) @state.gov>; 
DiNanno Thomas G 6) state.gov>; r,;--:--:-:::-:-~~--~~~ -....,,........ 

Recipient: b 6 gmail.com>; -~--------,......~'------,,--..r-state.gov>; 
..,_b ...... )_,_(6 ...... ) ____ ____.@state.gov> 
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From: i(b )(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

To: ](b )(6) bstate.sgov.gov> 

CC: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@state.sgov.gov> 

Subject: RE: Wuhan BSL-3s 

Date: Fri, 19 Feb 2021 09:01:50 -0500 

Thanks, l(b )(61 

Official 

SECRE'iWNOFORN 

[08/31/2023] 

Classified Bylt h \/~\ ~ SPM Analyst, Office:INR/SPM, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On: 2/16/2046 
Reasons: (Derived) Classification derived from previous message(s) 

Froml(b )(6) fstate.sgov.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 3:26 PM 

To: l(b )(6) pstate.sgov.gov> 
Subject: Wuhan BSL-3s 

Hil(b)(6) 

(S//NF) l(b )(1) 
l(b )(1) 

- (b)(1) 
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(b )( 1) 

I hope that helps somehow. 

l(b )(6) 
Worldwide Chemical & Biological Warfare Analyst 

Bureau of Intelligence and Research, Office of Strategic, Proliferation, & Military Issues (INR/SPM) 
U.S. Department of State 
J: jrh )(fi ) ~ state.ic.gov, ~(-b-)(_6_)_~ ~ state.gov 

Openi{h )(n) lecure: (b )(6 ) 

Official 

S~CRET,VNOFORN 
Classified By: (b )(6 ) SPM Analyst, Office: INR/SPM, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On: 2 16 2046 
Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

Sender: Ith )(n) t§)state.sgov.gov> 

· • l(b )(6 ) l @state.sgov.gov>; 
Recipient: ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@state.sgov.gov> 
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From: 

To: 

f b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

_ b)(5) .@state.sgov.gov> 

l(b)(6) l@state.sgov.gov>; 
Orta us state.sgov.gov>; 

CC: b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; 
Stilwell, David R b)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; 
Fritz, Jonat han D b)(6) state.sgov.gov> 

Subject: RE: S request: Taiwan cables for CBS 

Date: Tue, 8 Sep 2020 13:44: 10 -0400 

l(b)(6) ~ood afternoon, 

Per your request. ~b)(5) 

Including A/S Stilwell and DAS Fritz for their EAP/FO background. 

Best regards, 

~b)(6) 

Official - Sensitive 

[08/31/2023] 

This message is eONFIBEr~'f'IALMNOFORN when separated from UNCLASSIFIED 
attachment(s~ 
Classified By: ~ Senior Advisor to the Secretary, Office:S, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On: 9/8/2045 
Reasons: (Derived) Classification derived from previous message(s) 

From: fb)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 10:02 AM 
To: b)(6) @state.s ov. ov>; Ortagus, Morgan D 

b)(6) @state.sgov.gov> 
Cc b)(6) state.sgov.gov>l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 
Subject: S request: Taiwan cables for CBS 

Ulrich & SPOX team, quick note. 

The Secretary has requested the declassified Taiwan cables be provided to Catherine Herridge for his 
upcoming interview with her. 

Please confirm receipt when you can, many thanks. 



Best, 

l(b )(6) I 

Official 
SECHT 

FL-2022-00076 B-00002428037 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

Classified By:Kb)(6) penior Advisor to the Secretary, Office:S, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On: 9/8/2045 
Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

Sender: b)(6) state.sgov.gov> ,.,..,..,.,,,... ______ ____,, 
11.'"b:0_)(~6),-,------~ml:e..s!w;> L, v.gov>; 

(b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; 

Recipient: 
Orta state.sgov.gov>; 
b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; 

Stilwell, David R ~~--..-I-" state.sgov.gov>; 
Fritz, Jonathan D state.sgov.gov> 



Page 05 to Page 17 

ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(5) 



14 
14 
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From: (b)(6) state.sgov.gov> 

Asher, Davi state.sgov.gov>; 
To: Yu, Miles b ate.sgov.gov>; 

Feith, David~~---'l~~""""'-'-"--tlov>; 
DiNanno, T state.sgov.gov> 

CC: (b)(6) state.sgov.gov> 

RE: LLNL Mtg is Thursday October 22 at 4:00 pm (not 3:00 pm) in AVC - 5950 -
Subject: FRENCH PROMISE CHINESE P-4 LABORATORY, BUT STILL CONCERNED ABOUT 

SECURITY 

Date: Wed, 21 Oct 2020 18:19:50 -0400 

Chief of Staff 
Bureau of Arms Control, Verification and Compliance 
U.S. Department of State 

HST Room 5950 

Office:~b)(6) 

Cell: I 
.__ ___ __, 

NIPR: kb)(6) [pstate.gov 
~~===;,:;.... SIPR: (b)(6) state.sgov.gov 

JWICS (b)(6) state.ic.gov 

Official 

SECRET 
Classified By: Thomas G. DiNanno - Senior Bureau Official, Office:AVC, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On: 10/21/2045 
Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

From: Asher, David 
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 5:50 PM 
To: Yu, Miles; Feith, David; DiNanno, Thomas G 
Cc: lfb)(6) I 
Subject: FRENCH PROMISE CHINESE P-4 LABORATORY, BUT STILL CONCERNED ABOUT SECURITY 

l(b)(1 ); (b)(S) 
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(b )( 1) 

CO Pd F I D E Pd T I A L BEIJING 006725 

STATE FOR STAS - ATKINSON, OES/SAT 
DHHS/OS/OGHA FOR l(b)(6) I BHAT AND STEIGER 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/23/2014 
TAGS: TBIO, PARM, PREL, CBW, ETTC, CH 
SUBJECT: FRENCH PROMISE CHINESE P-4 LABORATORY, BUT STILL 
CONCERNED ABOUT SECURITY 

REF: STATE 078827 (NOTAL) 

CLASSIFIED BY: ESTH COUNSELOR DEBORAH SELIGSOHN. REASONS 1.4 
(B), (D) A 
ND (H) 

1. c€, ON APRIL 2, ESTH COUNS AND U.S. CDC INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE SPECIALISTl(b)(6) I MET WITH FRENCH EMBASSY 
SCIENCE AND CULTURAL ATTACHE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES, MARIE-PIERRE VAN HOUCKE. VAN HOUCKE REPORTED THAT 
WHILE CHINA AND FRANCE HAVE SIGNED A STATEMENT OF INTENT THAT 
INCLUDES THE PROVISION OF A P-4 LABORATORY TO THE INSTITUTE 
OF VIROLOGY IN WUHAN, AS WELL AS ESTABLISHING AN INSTITUTE 
PASTEUR IN SHANGHAI, THEY ARE STILL NEGOTIATING THE ACTUAL 
TERMS. BIOSECURITY REMAINS A KEY CONCERN FOR FRANCE, AND SHE 
ASKED FOR ANY INSIGHTS THE USG COULD PROVIDE ON CHINESE 
SECURITY. 

2. (-E, EMBOFFS REVIEWED WITH VAN HOUCKE THE FACT THAT THE 
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (MOST) IS DRAFTING SOME 
TYPE OF BIOSECURITY LEGISLATION AND THAT BETWEEN MOST AND THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH (MOH) WHO ACTUALLY HAS THE LEAD ON 
BIOSECURITY ISSUES IS VAGUE. l(b)(6) I NOTED THAT THE LABS 
AT THE CHINA CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION (CHINA 
CDC, UNDER MOH) GENERALLY NEED UPGRADING, BUT HE AND VAN 
HOUCKE BOTH AGREED THAT MOST AND THE CHINESE ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCE (CAS), THE INSTITUTIONS THAT THE FRENCH ARE WORKING 
WITH, ARE MUCH BETTER FUNDED THAN MOH AND THUS ABLE TO HAVE 
BETTER FACILITIES. VAN HOUCKE INDICATED THAT THE P-3 LAB THE 
FRENCH VISITED IN WUHAN IS WELL-EQUIPPED, BUT THAT THERE ARE 
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CONCERNS ABOUT SECURITY ISSUES, SUCH AS ACCESS CONTROL. SHE 
SAID FINAL AGREEMENT ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR PROVISION OF THE P-4 
LAB ARE DUE BY JULY, BUT SUGGESTED THAT WHETHER IT IS 
ACHIEVABLE IS STILL UP IN THE AIR, DESPITE A SOI SIGNED 
DURING PRESIDENT HU'S VISIT TO FRANCE. A CHINESE TEAM WILL 
VISIT FRANCE IN ABOUT A MONTH TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS, VAN 
HOUCKE ADDED . 

3. (b1 VAN HOUCKE SAID THE FRENCH REALIZE THAT MOST AND CAS 
HAVE LESS EXPERIENCE IN WORKING WITH PATHOGENS THAN DOES THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH. CASIS SPECIFICALLY SEEKING THIS LAB TO 
COMPETE MORE EFFECTIVELY WITH MOH. FRANCE IS WORKING WITH 
CAS, BECAUSE CAS APPROACHED FRANCE. SHE ADDED THAT CAS AND 
MOST APPROACHED A NUMBER OF WESTERN COUNTRIES AND THAT THE 
GERMANS TOLD HER THAT THEY HAD BEEN APPROACHED AS WELL. THE 
CHINESE TOLD THE FRENCH THAT THEY HAD ALSO APPROACHED THE 
UNITED STATES. (COMMENT: WE ARE NOT AWARE OF A CHINESE 
REQUEST FOR A P-4 LAB. END COMMENT.) IN CONTRAST TO VAN 
HOUCKE'S STORY, THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY COUNSELOR, JURGEN SANDERS, TOLD ESTH COUNS ON 
APRIL 20 THAT IT WAS THE FRENCH THAT HAD APPROACHED THE 
CHINESE TO SELL THEM THE P-4 LABORATORY. 

4. (E, VAN HOUCKE INDICATED THAT SHE WOULD WELCOME 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION WITH THE USG ON BIOSECURITY ISSUES IN 
CHINA. 
RANDT 

NNNN 

Official 
CONFIBENTIAL 
Classified By: Thomas DiNanno - AAS, Office:AVC, Agency:U.S. Department of State 

Declassify On: 10/21/2030 

Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

Sender: 

Yu, Mile ~~-=¥' 

Recipient: Fei [___'.__'._~~~=~ov>; 
r.'Df7iN~="-'...:..:..><..:.......,.,._-""--'-"--"-,. _ ___J state. sgov .gov>; 
b)( state.sgov.gov> 
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From: ~b)(6) @state.sgov.gov> 

b)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; 
T . Yu, Miles b )(6) state.sgov.gov>; 

0
• Feith, David b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; 

DiNanno, Thomas G !<b)(6) g)state.sgov.gov> 

CC: ~b)(6) l@state.sgov.gov> 

Subject: RE: FRENCH PROMISE CHINESE P-4 LABORATORY, BUT STILL CONCERNED 
ABOUT SECURITY 

Date: Thu, 22 Oct 2020 06:05:59 -0400 

Official 
CONFlf>t:N1'1AL 
Classified By: Thomas DiNanno - AAS, Office:AVC, Agency:U.S. Department of State 

Declassify On: 10/21/2030 
Reasons: (Derived) Classification derived from previous message(s) 

From:-kb~)<~6) __ ~ 
Sent: Wednesday, October 21, 2020 5:50 PM 
To: Yu, Miles; Feith, David; DiNanno, Thomas G 
Ccl(b)(6) I 
Subject: FRENCH PROMISE CHINESE P-4 LABORATORY, BUT STILL CONCERNED ABOUT SECURITY 

(b )( 1) 

CC fq FI D E rq TI AL BEIJING 006725 

STATE FOR STAS - ATKINSON, OES/SAT 
DHHS/OS/OGHA FORKb)(6) ~HAT AND STEIGER 

E.O. 12958: DECL: 04/23/2014 
TAGS: TBIO, PARM, PREL, CBW, ETTC, CH 
SUBJECT: FRENCH PROMISE CHINESE P-4 LABORATORY, BUT STILL 
CONCERNED ABOUT SECURITY 

REF: STATE 078827 (NOTAL) 
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CLASSIFIED BY: ESTH COUNSELOR DEBORAH SELIGSOHN. REASONS 1.4 
(B), (D) A 
ND (H) 

1.-f€1 ON APRIL 2, ESTH COUNS AND U.S. CDC INFECTIOUS 
DISEASE SPECIALIST l(b)(6) IMET WITH FRENCH EMBASSY 
SCIENCE AND CULTURAL ATTACHE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES, MARIE-PIERRE VAN HOUCKE. VAN HOUCKE REPORTED THAT 
WHILE CHINA AND FRANCE HAVE SIGNED A STATEMENT OF INTENT THAT 
INCLUDES THE PROVISION OF A P-4 LABORATORY TO THE INSTITUTE 
OF VIROLOGY IN WUHAN, AS WELL AS ESTABLISHING AN INSTITUTE 
PASTEUR IN SHANGHAI, THEY ARE STILL NEGOTIATING THE ACTUAL 
TERMS. BIOSECURITY REMAINS A KEY CONCERN FOR FRANCE, AND SHE 
ASKED FOR ANY INSIGHTS THE USG COULD PROVIDE ON CHINESE 
SECURITY. 

2. (C) EMBOFFS REVIEWED WITH VAN HOUCKE THE FACT THAT THE 
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (MOST) IS DRAFTING SOME 
TYPE OF BIOSECURITY LEGISLATION AND THAT BETWEEN MOST AND THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH (MOH) WH~ ACTUALLY HAS THE LEAD ON 
BIOSECURITY ISSUES IS VAGUE. {b)(6) I NOTED THAT THE LABS 
AT THE CHINA CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION (CHINA 
CDC, UNDER MOH) GENERALLY NEED UPGRADING, BUT HE AND VAN 
HOUCKE BOTH AGREED THAT MOST AND THE CHINESE ACADEMY OF 
SCIENCE (CAS), THE INSTITUTIONS THAT THE FRENCH ARE WORKING 
WITH, ARE MUCH BETTER FUNDED THAN MOH AND THUS ABLE TO HAVE 
BETTER FACILITIES. VAN HOUCKE INDICATED THAT THE P-3 LAB THE 
FRENCH VISITED IN WUHAN IS WELL-EQUIPPED, BUT THAT THERE ARE 
CONCERNS ABOUT SECURITY ISSUES, SUCH AS ACCESS CONTROL. SHE 
SAID FINAL AGREEMENT ON ARRANGEMENTS FOR PROVISION OF THE P-4 
LAB ARE DUE BY JULY, BUT SUGGESTED THAT WHETHER IT IS 
ACHIEVABLE IS STILL UP IN THE AIR, DESPITE A SOI SIGNED 
DURING PRESIDENT HU'S VISIT TO FRANCE. A CHINESE TEAM WILL 
VISIT FRANCE IN ABOUT A MONTH TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS, VAN 
HOUCKE ADDED. 

3. eeJ VAN HOUCKE SAID THE FRENCH REALIZE THAT MOST AND CAS 
HAVE LESS EXPERIENCE IN WORKING WITH PATHOGENS THAN DOES THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH. CASIS SPECIFICALLY SEEKING THIS LAB TO 
COMPETE MORE EFFECTIVELY WITH MOH. FRANCE IS WORKING WITH 
CAS, BECAUSE CAS APPROACHED FRANCE. SHE ADDED THAT CAS AND 
MOST APPROACHED A NUMBER OF WESTERN COUNTRIES AND THAT THE 
GERMANS TOLD HER THAT THEY HAD BEEN APPROACHED AS WELL. THE 
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CHINESE TOLD THE FRENCH THAT THEY HAD ALSO APPROACHED THE 
UNITED STATES. (COMMENT: WE ARE NOT AWARE OF A CHINESE 
REQUEST FOR A P-4 LAB. END COMMENT.) IN CONTRAST TO VAN 
HOUCKE'S STORY, THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY COUNSELOR, JURGEN SANDERS, TOLD ESTH COUNS ON 
APRIL 20 THAT IT WAS THE FRENCH THAT HAD APPROACHED THE 
CHINESE TO SELL THEM THE P-4 LABORATORY. 

4.~ VAN HOUCKE INDICATED THAT SHE WOULD WELCOME 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION WITH THE USG ON BIOSECURITY ISSUES IN 
CHINA. 
RANDT 

NNNN 

Official 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Classified By: Thomas DiNanno -AAS, Office:AVC, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On: 10/21/2030 
Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

Sender: b)(5) state.sgov.gov> _________ __, 

(b )(6) 

U, I e , 
Recipient: Fei ~.!..!.!..!....----l;a~~~~ v>; 

r.D'":'-:iN~'-'-"'L......!..!....!.>'-'-'-'-"'"'--""-..ll.e<.L"-",... _ __J state. sgov .gov>; 
(b)( av.gov> 
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From: 

To: 

CC: 

"Ganzer, Ann K" .,_kb""'")~(.,_6..::)..::-..::-..::-~l§)state.sgov.gov> 

Park, Christopher J !(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

(b )(6) ate.sgov.gov>; 
b)(6) sgov.gov>; 

~_.__E_lio_t_,,(.;...b.;..;)('--6)'---"=------"'-___,,, v>; 
state.sgov.gov>; 
te.sgov.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 

Subject: RE: For urgent review: informal response to S follow-up COVID query 

Date: Mon, 28 Jun 2021 16:33:20 -0400 

A couple of nits . .... ~b_)_(5_) _____________________ __,1Thanks. 

From: Park, Christopher Jkb)(6) lg)state.sgov.gov> 
Sent: Monday, June 28, 202112:56 PM 
To: Ganzer, Ann K b)(6) state.sgov.gov> 
Cc: (b)(6) state.sgov.gov>fb)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; Kang, 

Eliot (b)(6) state.sgov.gov>~kb~)(~6~) --------~l@state.sgov.gov>;~b)(6) I 
b)(6) state.sgov.gov> 

Subject: For urgent review: informal response to S follow-up COVID query 
Importance: High 

Ann - the attached Word document contains our (b)(5) 
b)(5) 

Official - Sensitive 

SECRET 

Due back to EAP by COB today at latest. 

Classified By: Christopher J. Park - Director, Office:ISN Biological Policy Staff, Agency:U.S. Department of 
State 

Declassify On: 6/28/2046 
Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

From:Kb)(6) @state.sgov.gov> 

Sent: Monday, June 28, 202111:19 AM 
To: Park, Christopher J fb)(6) l@state.sgov.gov>;fo)(6) ov.gov>; 

!rb)(6) ta>state.sgov.gov>; (b)(6) ov>; l(b)(6) I 
b)(6) ov>; b)(6) ) I 

(b)(6) state.s ov. ov>; (b)(6) I 
l(b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; b)(6) @state.sgov.gov> 
Subject: clearance request by COB today: COVID informal response 2 
Importance: High 

Good morning all, 
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l(b )( 1 ); (b )(5) 

b)(1); (b)(5) 

Many (many!) thanks to l(b)(6) li~(b)(5) Wor her initial inputs into t his response. We'd like 

to move th is today if possible - I' ll flag for clearers on the low side as w ell. 

Official - Sensitive 
SECRl:TNNOFOR,~ 
Classified By: Kin Moy - Senior Bureau Official, Office:EAP, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On: 6/28/2046 

Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

Sender: "Ganzer, Ann K" ... Kb-'-) .... (6-"-) _ _.l@state.sgov.gov> 

,.,.,...,.c-::-'---· ____,_h_e_r _J __ b )..,(6_.)_c:..,state.sgov .gov>; 
state. sgov. gov>; 

Recipient: ~~-----..,.,..-,-=----r---~state.sgov.gov>; 
Eliot b)(6) state.s av.gov>; 

~..__._ ________ ....,@state.sgov.gov>; 
,..__ _________ _, state.sgov .gov> 
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(b )(1 ); (b )(5) 
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(b )(5) 
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ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(1 ); (b )(5) 
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ithheld pursuant to exemption 

(b )(5) 
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From: 

To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Date: 

"Ford, Christopher A" l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

Stilwell, David state.sgov.gov>; 
Biegun, Ster.:-:-:-=-:--"~-p...!.-..r- tate.sgov.gov>; 
Hale David gov.gov>; 
(b )(6) gov.gov>; 
fhHh\ .sgov.gov>; 
Ortagus, Morgan D state.sgov.gov>; 

(b)(6) ~--~ gov.gov> 

Keshap, Atul !rh \fh\ p)state.sgov.gov>; 
Feith, David !rhvi::-, @state.sgov.gov>; 
Buangan, Richard L i(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; 
EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAPStaffers@state.sgov.gov> 

RE: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Mon, 4 Jan 2021 18:49: 12 -0500 

Thanks, David. I clear with the attached edits. 

Official - SBU 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Stilwell, David Rl(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 

Sent: Monday, Januar¥ 4. 2021 2:16 PM 
To: Biegun, Stephen E f(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; Hale, David (b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; Ford, 
Christopher A l(b )(6) @state.sgov.gov>; (h )(n) state.sgov.gov>Mb )(6) 

l(b )( 6) !@state .sgov .gov>; Ortagus, Morgan D (b )( 6) state .sgov .gov>; .-'k b==)==(6==)=======;--
_(b )( 6) WJstate.sgov.gov> 
Cc: Keshap, Atul 4th\tc:::\ [aJstate.sgov.gov>; Feith, David l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; Buangan, Richard L 

lfh\fi::-\ @state.sgov.gov>; EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAPStaffers@state.sgov.gov> 
Subject: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Colleagues, 

The attached statement relates to~l(b~)~(5~) ________________ ~1which S 
approved last week. S staff has asked for your review as soon as possible. 

This S statement will be released after a DNij(b)(5) 

l{b)(5) 
l(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 
V/R 
Dave 

Official 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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Sender: "Ford, Christopher A" l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

Stilwell, David R lrb){6) !§)state.sgov.gov>; 
Biegun, Stephen E rhv ate.sgov.gov>; 
Hale, David {b )(6) ov.gov>; 
t h ,r~, ov.gov>; 
b)(6) gov.gov>; 

Recipient: Ortagus, Morgan D h ,r state.sgov .gov>; 
~b)(6) s a e.sgov.gov>; 

eshap, Atul i{b )(6) state.s ov.gov>; 
Feith, David fh \fR\ v>; 
Buangan, Richard L '-'---'--'---'----r state.sgov.gov>; 
EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAPSta ers@state.sgov.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 
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From: 

To: 

CC: 

Subject: 

Here you go. 
Thanks 
Stilly 

Date: 

Official - S'8tl 
UNCLASSIFIED 

"Stilwell, David R" l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> ,---___:_----=======;--' 
l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; \====================---. 
i(b )(6) l§lstate.sgov.gov> 
................. ----;::::==::::::;---' 
Keshap, Atul (b)(6) 
Feith, David b )(6) state.s ov.gov>; 
Buangan, Richard L (b)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; 
EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAPStaffers@state.sgov.gov> 

RE: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Tue, 5 Jan 2021 13:44: 11 -0500 

Fromtb)(6) l@state.sgov.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 5, 202111:01 AM 

[08/31/2023] 

To: Ford, Christopher A (b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; Stilwell, David R jrb)(6) l@state.sgov;.:.·=go"'"'v'-'->..._: ----, 
Bie un, Stephen E fh\fh\ state.sgov.gov>; Hale, David (b)(6) state.sgov.gov>Kb)(6) 

(b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; Ortagus, Morgan D (b)(6) state.sgov.gov>;fo)(6) I 
(b)(6) state.sgov.gov> 
Cc: Keshap, Atul l(b)(6) Pstate.sgov.gov>; Feith, David J(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; Buangan, Richard L 
~(b)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAPStaffers@state.sgov.gov>; l(b)(6) 
!rh\fh\ @state.sgov.gov> ~---~ 

Subject: RE: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Please send me the final draft when it's ready for review. Cc:l(b)(6 jwho reviews all S statements before I 
see them. Thank you. 

Official - S'8tl 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Ford, Christopher A ~(b)(6) ~ state.sgov.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 6:49 PM 
To: Stilwell, David 'l!..;b~)!.!.(6~)!.....__=.:~~~.......,."-"-"'-..........,= ......... ........., 
D vi t .sgov. 

i;.=~:.....----,.====o.,o=v>; Orta , Morgan D l(b)(6) 

u.::...,~:....._~'7';::~='--'--'-"~v>; Hale, 

. . , ~(b~)(~6_) -~ 

.------'-'-' --.Atul Vh\(R\ g,state.sgov.gov>; Feith, David l(b)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; Buangan, Richard L 
l.l........!..l......,! __ ...J"-'s~ta~t~e=.s~o~v~. ~o~v>; EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAPStaffers@state.sgov.gov> 
Subject: RE: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 
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Thanks, David. I clea r w ith the attached edits. 

Official -~ 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Stilwell, David R J(b)(6) ~ state.sgov.gov> 

"UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31 /2023] 

Sent: Monday, Januar'y'. 4, 2021 2:16 PM 
To: Biegun, Stephen E j(b)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; Hale, Davidl b 6 sgov.gov>; Ford, 
Christo her A state.sgov.gov> (b)(6) (b)(6) 
b ov>; Ortagus, Morgan D (b)(6) )(6) 

(b state.s ov. ov> ~---~ 

Cc: Keshap, Atul i(b)(6) l@state.sgov.gov>; Feith, Davidl(b)(6) m,state.sgov.gov>; Buangan, Richard L 
i(b )( 6) l@state. sgov .gov>; EAP-Staffers Ma ii box < EAPStaffe rs@state .sgov .gov> 
Subject: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Colleagues, 
The attached statement relates t~_(b_)_(5_) ________________ ~lwhich S 
approved last week. S staff has asked for your review as soon as possible. 

This S statement will be released after a b 5 

Dave 

Official 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Sender: 

Recipient: 

"Stilwell, David R"l(b )(6) !§lstate.sgov.gov> 

b)(6) .sgov.gov>; 
b )(6) ate.sgov.gov>; 
Keshap, Atul b av.gov>; 
Feith, David b v>; 
Buangan, Richard ~---~ state.sgov .gov>; 
EAP-Staffers Mailbox <EAPSta ers state.sgov.gov> 
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From: "Ford, Christopher A" (b)(8) 

To: Park, Christopher J (T) (b)(6) state.sgov.gov> 

CC: l(b )(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

Subject: RE: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Date: Mon, 4 Jan 202118:25:09 -0500 

Attached is a swing at edits that may help. Please QC this before I send it back to Stilwell. 

Official - SBU 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Park, Christopher J (Ti (b)(6 ) ~state.sgov.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 5:11 PM 
To: Ford, Christopher A {rhVR\ @state.sgov.gov> 
Subject: FW: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Official 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From:!(b )(6) I (T) 
Sent: Monday, January 04, 2021 2:29 PM 
To: Ford, Christopher A; Park, Christopher J (T); ..... l(b'""')_,_(6'""') __ ___, 
Subject: FW: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Here's the draft S statement. Chris P, can you send suggested edits? 

Official 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Buangan, Richard Lkb)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 2:25 PM 
To: Palladino, Robert Jl(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; Waters, John R (Rick) 
b)(6) state.sgov.gov>;~)(6 ) l@state.sgov.gov>; l(b)(6) ~ 
(b )(6) @state.sgov.gov;(b )(6) ~(b )(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; GPA_ Clearances 
<GPA_ Cleara nces@state .sgov .gov> 
Cc: EAP-Staff-Assistants-DL <EAP-Staff-Assistants-DL@state.sgov.gov>; Feith, David 
fo)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>;i(b)(6) l@state.sgov.gov> 
Subject: FW: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Colleagues, 
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Please flag this for your principals below. Appreciate in advance the quick turnaround. 

Thanks, 

Richard 

Richard Buangan 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs 

l(1J)~) Department of Str e 

Official 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From: Stilwell, David R Kb)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

[08/31 /2023] 

Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 2:16 PM 
To: Biegun, Stephen E 4(b)(6) ~state.:goy gov>· Hale Davjd(b)(6) ~state.s ov. ov>· Ford, 
Christopher Al{h)(fi) @state.sgov.gov>Kb)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; (b)(6) 
irn,r~, Pstate.sgov.gov>; Ortagus, Morgan Dl(b)(6) l§lstate.sgov.gov>; ,....(b~)-(6~)~---.---' 
fn,r~, ~<;tate.sgov.gov> 
Cc: Keshap, Atull(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; Feith, Davidl(b)(6) @state.sgov.gov>; Buangan, Richard L 
i(b )( 6) ~state. sgov .gov>; EAP-Staffers Ma ii box < EAPStaffe rs@state .sgov .gov> 
Subject: ACTION: Flagging Draft S Statement 

Colleagues, 
The attached statement relates to Kb)(5) r'hich S 
approved last week. S staff has aske~d .... f.,.....o_r_y_ou_r_r_e"""'vi,....e_w_a_s_s_oo- n- as_p_o_s"""'si,....br-le-. -----~ 

This S statement will be released after a(b)(5) 
(b )(5) 
(b)(5); (b)(7)(E) 
V/R 
Dave 

Official 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

B-00002427965 "UNCLASSIFIED" 

Sender: "Ford, Christopher A" l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

Recipient: Park, Christopher J (T) (b )(6) @state.sgov.gov>; 
(h Vn) state.sgov.gov> 

[08/31/2023] 
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From: 

To: 

1-SJ.1.........,'-U.Li.;;u.,_1..UJ.JJ"-L...,j<...J.I..::'-'-'-"~~ state.sgov .gov>; 
1-'-----'--'------"---------.---J-C-state.sgov.gov>; 
.=.=~==========~:;:state.sgov.gov>; 
j.l.Ll..u.t:,...__ _____ ..w..u.:>J.CU,e.sgov.gov>; 
......... ~------,.---__.-state.sgov.gov>; 

state.sgov .gov> 
~-------;::===--. 
Cook, Nerissa Jkh)(n) ~state.sgov.gov>; 

CC: !(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; 
.,_,lrh .... )..,_,fn .... ).__ _______ ___.fg)state.sgov .gov> 

Subject: Preview of TORs for Phase 2 

Date: Fri, 2 Jul 202116:10:54 -0400 

PLEASE KEEP CLOSEHOLD - NOT FOR FORWARDING 

~) Colleagues: l(b )( 1) 
(b )( 1) 

Ibaok vou 1 

l(b )(6) I 
(ATTACHMENT TS UNCLASSTFTED) 

Official 
SECKE'f 

[08/31/2023] 

Classified By:l(b)(6) I- Director, Office:IO/EDA, Agency:U.S. Department of State 
Declassify On~: -n-2-72-0~4~6-~ 
Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

Sender: .-l(b-)-(6_) ______ __,1@state.sgov.gov> 

Park, Christopher J kb)(6) l@state.sgov.gov>; 
l(b)(6) ~state.sgov.gov>; 
!rh VR\ 1)5state.sgov.gov>; 
,:..:..:..;:.:..:...:...a'--------...... s_t_at~e.sgov.gov>; 

Recipient: i,:--;~~-------,,.-,--,-1 state.sgov.gov>; 
L!..!(b!:!.)t1.:( 6!:!.)!,__ __ --r.7'--:-:-:::-:---'""'fstate.sgov .gov>; 
Cook Nerissa J (b )(6) state.s ov.gov>; 
(b)(6) state.sgov.gov>; 
1-(b ...... ) ........ (6 ...... )---------,~state.sgov.gov> 
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From: "SMART Core" <svcSmartHBtsEwsHPrec@state.sg0v .gov> 

Yu, Miles 4(b )(6)@state.sgov.gov>; 
state.sgov.gov>; .,............_ _________ _.._,_ 

state.sgov.gov>; 
'r=""-"-'-------------"---, -
,..,.....~..._ ________ ..,______.,,,,state.sgov.gov>; 
,,:....:..:....:.... ________ ..c::,:::.:St::;-at,e.sgov.gov>; 

...============::::;::---:---:---~ state.sgov.gov>; 
CC: Vh \fh\ ~state.sgov.gov>; 

!th \t~\ t!Jstate.sgov.gov>; ..-===========-=---Ir h \fn\ k§)state.sgov .gov>; 
""';:::::::::::::::::========::::::!.::~fj)state.sgov.gov>; 

state.s av.gov>; 
~~~-------l--~state.sgov.gov>; 
(b)(6) state.sgov.gov> ~--------~ 

[08/31/2023] 

Subject: PRC Response to Pneumonia Cases Shows Increased Transparency Over Past 
Outbreaks, but Gaps in Epidemiological Data Remain 

Info Office: 

MRN: 
Date/DTG: 
From: 
Action: 
E.O.: 
TAGS: 
Captions: 
Subject: 

Date: Tue, 7 Jan 2020 05:38:28 -0500 

UNCLASSIFIED 
SBU 

s_p_main, s_p_eap 

20 BEIJING 74 
Jan 07, 2020 / 071033Z JAN 20 
AMEMBASSY BEIJING 
WASHDC, SECSTATE ROUTINE 

13526 
SHLH, KPAO, KMDR, CDC, HHS, NIH, CN, PGOV, SENV, PREL 
SENSITIVE 
PRC Response to Pneumonia Cases Shows Increased Transparency Over 
Past Outbreaks, but Gaps in Epidemiological Data Remain 

1. (SBU) Summary and Comment: China's response to an outbreak of pneumonia cases of 
unknown origin in Central China's Wuhan city has been marked by increased transparency 
compared to past outbreaks, such as the 2003 SARS epidemic. While PRC health officials have 
released timely and open general information about the outbreak, a lack of epidemiologic data -
including an "epi curve" ( a summary of dates of onset of the illness), characteristics of infected 
individuals, and other basic epidemiologic information - hinders better risk assessment and 
response by public health officials. Authorities have also not released information on how they 
are defining a "case". Given these gaps in detailed information to-date, and lack of a final 
confirmed pathogen, the risk to the United States and global health is difficult to assess at this 
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time. However, U.S. CDC and Mission China maintain close contact with PRC health 
authorities and with the World Health Organization (WHO). Mission China will continue to 
report on the Wuhan pneumonia outbreak as it develops and additional information becomes 
available. End Summary and Comment. 

59 Cases of Pneumonia of Unknown Cause Reported in Wuhan 

2. (SBU) As of January 7, the Wuhan Health Commission has reported 59 local cases of 
pneumonia with unknown cause. (Note: Wuhan, a city of approximately 11 million people, is 
the capital of Central China's Hubei Province. End note.) According to the Health 
Commission, some patients are vendors who work in the Huanan Seafood Market, which also 
sells live exotic animals, including beaver, snakes, porcupines, and deer. The market, which has 
been sanitized and closed since January 1, 2020, is approximately one square mile in size and 
located near the Hankou train station, which serves as a transportation hub at the center of 
China's domestic train routes. 

3. (SBU) Patients began showing symptoms between December 12 and 29. Seven patients 
remain hospitalized in serious condition; the remainder have stable vital signs and there have 
been no deaths. 163 contacts are under medical observation with no symptoms. Health officials 
state there has been no confirmed human-to-human transmission of the disease, and no cases 
among health workers. Laboratory investigations have ruled out influenza, avian influenza, 
SARS, MERS, and other common respiratory pathogens, and are awaiting final pathogen 
results. Continued investigation using nucleic acid testing, virus isolation, and culture is under 
way. Symptoms include fever, difficulty breathing and chest x-rays showing bilateral lung 
infiltrates. During an interview with a reporter for the Yanjiang Daily on January 6, the 
Director of the Wuhan Center for Disease Control and Prevention said they are conducting 
active and retrospective case finding in medical institutions throughout Wuhan. It is believed 
that that active case finding and retrospective investigation since the outbreak was reported on 
December 31 is the primary reason for the increase in the reported cases over the last week from 
27 to 59. 

4. (SBU) Suspected cases identified in Hong Kong and Singapore involved patients who had 
been in Wuhan and exhibited symptoms but did not have exposure to the Huanan Seafood 
Market. Of the suspected cases from Hong Kong with lab results, most tested positive for 
influenza or other common viruses, with other results pending. 

5. (SBU) The U.S. CDC issued a Level 1 Travel Health Notice (link) on January 6, and is in the 
process of setting up an incident management structure. A level 1 Notice shares health 
info1mation with travelers to ensure they are informed and able to travel in the safest way 
possible. WHO issued a statement on January 5 that it does not recommend any specific 
measures for travelers, or any travel or trade restrictions. 

PRC's Response in Line with WHO International Health Regulations; Additional 
Epidemiological Information Would be Useful 

6. (SBU) PRC officials on December 31, 2019 alerted WHO to the pneumonia outbreak. WHO 
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contacts told Embassy officials that PRC health departments continue to provide information 
about the outbreak in accordance with WHO's International Health Regulations (IHR). While 
China has been forthcoming with standard information, WHO contacts note they have not 
received more detailed and potentially useful information, such as "epi curves" or other 
epidemiological data. The flow of official PRC information on this outbreak is limited to that 
coming from the Wuhan Health Commission and National Health Commission. China CDC is 
referring queries to the three official notices issued to-date by the Wuhan Health Commission. 

7. (SBU) The PRC's release of information during the early stages of the outbreak has been 
regular and stands in contrast to past outbreaks, such as the 2003 SARS epidemic, where 
officials publicly denied the epidemic despite mounting infections and deaths. In the seven days 
since the notification to WHO of the current outbreak, the Wuhan Health Commission has 
issued three official notices and the interview with the Wuhan CDC Director is ublicl 
available. Additionall b 6 
b)(6) informed a U.S. CDC 
officer that an investigator has been assigned to write a report on the outbreak. Such a report 
could provide additional epidemiologic data that will be useful for global public health officials 
to understand the cluster of cases. 

8. (SBU) b)(S) 

b 5 
(b)(5) WHO's China office told us they have daily calls with 

WHO Geneva and the WHO Western Pacific Regional office to share information on the 
outbreak. WHO is also preparing to provide technical support to the PRC if requested. 

9. (SBU) CG Wuhan and Embassy health contacts have indicated they have been instructed not 
to discuss the outbreak, beyond normal government information control, and have expressed 
frustration regarding the lack of internal communication among the medical community. 
According to a local virologist, authorities will not be permitted to talk about the outbreak and 
have to rely on international media. 

Wuhan On-the-Ground 

10. (SBU) CG Wuhan Officers visited Huanan Seafood Market and local hospitals, observing 
that among the approximately 100 police guards surrounding the large market, most in the area 
were not wearing masks. ConGen officers also visited the city's main infectious disease 
treatment facility, Jinyintan Hospital, where staff were observed wearing surgical masks, gloves, 
gowns, and caps. Guards outside the building were wearing surgical masks. A special 
reception desk was set up for patients exhibiting pneumonia symptoms. Otherwise, the hospital 
appeared to be operating normally. 

11. (SBU) Contacts tell ConGen Officers that patients in Wuhan are usually diagnosed in 
clinics, and if they show matching symptoms, are then sent to Jinyintan Hospital. Medical staff 
have a general questionnaire that includes whether patients have been to the Huanan market or 
have had contact with sick people from the market. If a patient has fever, a full blood work is 
done. 
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12. (SBU) ConGen Officers observed no additional medical screening at metro, train stations, or 
airports. Aside from the closed market, all observations and reports are that the city is operating 
normally. 

Media and Social Media Reaction in China 

13. (SBU) The viral pneumonia cases in Wuhan are widely covered by Chinese media. Reports 
are factual in nature and cover the three statements released by the Wuhan Municipal Health 
Commission between December 31 and January 5. A report from Xinhua on January 1 
cautioned that false information about the illness was circulating online and warned that 
spreading rumors and disrupting social order would not be tolerated. The article also stated that 
eight people were being investigated by public security for spreading rumors. 

14. (SBU) On Chinese social media, viral pneumonia in Wuhan has been a hot topic for the past 

week, with the hashtag #fttj>Z_~JW,::f:Bfa.lJjjl~ijrp~# (Wuhan reported mysterious pneumonia) 

receiving 870 million views with 77,000 discussions to date. However, it's also a heavily 
censored topic and has not been listed in any trending topics lists on Sina Weibo. Before SARS 
was ruled out as a cause of the mystery pneumonia by the Chinese government, many netizens 
commented that it reminded them of the SARS epidemic of 2003. Most netizen comments 
express concern and hope that the Chinese government can disclose information whenever 
possible. Some comments express confidence in the Chinese government's ability to handle the 
problem. 

Embassy Awareness Raising and Preparedness 

15. (SBU) In coordination with U.S. CDC, Mission China issued a MASCOT message to the 
general public on January 7. This message mirrored CDC Watch Level 1 guidance on 
prevention and actions to take if someone has symptoms and/or has been in direct contact with 
an infected person. Post has sent a management notice to Mission China mirroring the ACS 
Mascot message. The MASCOT message also appears on the Mission website. There have 
been no reports of affected U.S. citizens. 

16. (SBU) l(b )(5) 
b)(5) 

Signature: 

Drafted By: 
Cleared By: 

SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED 

BRANSTAD 

BEIJIN (b)(6 ) 

POL b)(6) 
Beijing) 
Beijing) 
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Approved By: 
Released By: 
Info: 

XMT: 

Action Post: 

EST b)(6) Beijing) 
EXEC/L (Wuhan) ,.,.....,.~.....__----,-,-:::' 
MGT/ME f-LI-1--------".J...I..IC\ijing) 
USDA/A 6) Beijing) 
CONS/A (b )(6) (Beijing) "....___-,-----_______ '-----', 

HHS/CDC/CGH:(b)(6) Bei'ing) 
HHS/OG (b)(6) Beijing) 
PD:j(b)(6) 
MGl lthw:_, 

tBeijing) 

POL (b )(6) (Beijing) 
I Beijing) 

BEIJING b )(6) (Beijing) 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; CIA 
WASHINGTON DC ROUTINE; PACOM IDHS HONOLULU HI ROUTINE; 

ATLANTA GA, CDC ROUTINE; CHINA POSTS COLLECTIVE ROUTINE; 

ENVIRONMENT SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COLLECTIVE ROUTINE 

CARACAS, AMEMBASSY;STPETERSBURG, AMCONSUL 

NONE 
Dissemination Rule: DIS_S_P _main, DIS_S_P _EAP 

UNCLASSIFIED 
SBU 

Sender: "SMART Core" <svcSmartHBtsEwsHPrec@state.sgov.gov> 

Recipient: 

Yu, Miles state.sgov.gov>; 
state.sgov.gov>; 

'7'=================<::......,,ti)state.sgov.gov>; 

@state.sgov.gov>; 
";:=::=============~ 
,;..:..:..;"-'-'-'--------------"-.;.....,state.sgov.gov>; 
,.J!..!::~...!...,_------~-__.._.-state.sgov.gov>; 

state.sgov.gov>; -----------~-state.sgov .gov>; 

~(.-b-=-)~(_6-=-)-=--=--=----_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_~_,,state .sgov. gov>; 
:::::lrh=\=t c::=\=====::::::;:::-:-:--~LOJstate. sgov .gov>; 
lfh)(R) ~state.sgov.gov>; 

lr.,:-h.;.)w.f P-__ , ________ .---'@state.sg ov .gov>; 
...,l<b"""')-'-'(6"""') __________ ...,.IDstate.sgov .gov> 



SBCRET//!>JOFORN 
DELIBERA TIVS--2022-00076 B-00002427953 "UNCLASSIFIED" 

Response to the Secretary's Question 

June XX, 2021 

'b)(1 ); (b)(5) 

b)(5) 

SBCR£T,4'N0FORl' I 
DELIBERATIVE 

[08/31/2023] 



S~CltE'fh'NOFORN 
DELIBERA TIVS--2022-00076 B-00002427953 "UNCLASSIFIED" 

b)(5) 

b)(1 ); (b)(5) 

SECRETNNOFOR:H 
DELIBERATIVE 

[08/31/2023] 



81SC~T:l'NOfQR,N 
DELIBERA TIVS--2022-00076 B-00002427953 

(b)(1 ); (b)(5) 

(b)(5) 

Regards, 

Kin Moy, EAP Senior Bureau Official 
Ann Ganzer, ISN Senior Bureau Official 

"UNCLASSIFIED" 

SEClffiWNOfQ~l 
DELIBERATIVE 

[08/31 /2023] 



~~CttETh'NOFORN 
DELIBERA TIVS--2022-00076 B-00002427953 "UNCLASSIFIED" 

Approved: EAP SBO Kin Moy 
ISN SBO Ann Ganzer 

Drafted: EAP/CM:l.__(b-)(6_) ________ ___, 

Cleared: EAP/FO: JFritz 
EAP/CM: .--b- 6 ----. 
T (b)(6) 
D (b)(6) 
P: (b)(6) 
SIP (b)(6) 

ISN/BPS: CPark 
ISN/BPS: j(b)(6) I 
S/CRHS:~ 
IO/EDA:L___J 
L/OES: 

SFCR FIUNOfQ@! 
DELIBERATIVE 

[08/31/2023] 



FL-2022-00076 B-00002427951 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

From: Kb)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@state.sgov.gov>; 
To: Park, Christopher J (T) kh \//::;\ K§)state.sgov.gov>; 

tb)(6) ~state.sgov.gov> 

Subject: FWD fromkh)(n) !Readout of T-AVC BWC mtg 

Date: Fri, 4 Dec 2020 17:09:13 -0500 

{U) l(b)(6) lask me to forward this to you {per her Class Net problems) 

~) Hi Chris, BPS - Please see a draft summary of the meeting with AVC on Wednesday (12/2) below. 
Please edit/add on from your impressions. We can trim this down to be DAR style, but I found once I 

started writing- a lot came out. Kb)(6) I 
(b)(1 ); (b)(5); (b)(6) 

(b )(5); (b )(6) 

(b )( 1 ); (b )(5); (b )(6) 



FL-2022-00076 

l(b )( 1 ); (b )(5); (b )(6) 

• b)(5) 

• b)(5) 

Official 
Sli:CJU;Th{:[),+0:fORN 

B-00002427951 "UNCLASSIFIED" [08/31/2023] 

Classified By: Kb)(6) I Foreign Affairs/Science Officer, Office:ISN/, Agency:U.S. Department of 
State ~~---~ 

Declassify On: 12/4/2045 
Reasons: Derived Per DSCG. 

Sender: ,....Kb- )-(6-)--------.~state.sgov.gov> 

ISN-BPS-DL <ISN-BPS-DL@state.sgov.gov>; 
Recipient: Park, Christopher J (T) kb )(6) @state.sgov.gov>; 

!<b )(6) l§lstate.sgov.gov> 
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