United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

May 8, 2024
Case No. FL-2022-00062

Mr. Gary Ruskin
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exemptions are marked on each record. Where applicable, the Department
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records and applying FOIA exemptions. All non-exempt material that is
reasonably segregable from the exempt material has been released and is
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We will keep you informed as your case progresses. If you have any
guestions, your attorney may contact Assistant U.S. Attorney, Stephanie
Johnson at stephanie.johnson5@usdoj.gov or (202) 252-7874. Please refer
to the case number, FL-2020-00095, and the civil action number, 22-cv-
01130, in all correspondence about this request.
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Avery Bullard
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The Freedom of Information Act (5 USC 552)

FOIA Exemptions

Information specifically authorized by an executive order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense or foreign policy. Executive Order 13526 includes the following
classification categories:

1.4(a) Military plans, systems, or operations

1.4(b) Foreign government information

1.4(c) Intelligence activities, sources or methods, or cryptology

1.4(d) Foreign relations or foreign activities of the US, including confidential sources

1.4(e) Scientific, technological, or economic matters relating to national security,
including defense against transnational terrorism

1.4(f) U.S. Government programs for safeguarding nuclear materials or facilities

1.4(g) Vulnerabilities or capabilities of systems, installations, infrastructures, projects,
plans, or protection services relating to US national security, including defense
against transnational terrorism

1.4(h) Weapons of mass destruction

Related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency

Specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than 5 USC 552), for example:

ARMSEXP Arms Export Control Act, 50a USC 2411(c)

CIA PERS/ORG Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, 50 USC 403(g)
EXPORT CONTROL  Export Administration Act of 1979, 50 USC App. Sec. 2411(c)
FS ACT Foreign Service Act of 1980, 22 USC 4004

INA Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 USC 1202(f), Sec. 222(f)
IRAN Iran Claims Settlement Act, Public Law 99-99, Sec. 505

Trade secrets and confidential commercial or financial information

Interagency or intra-agency communications forming part of the deliberative process,
attorney-client privilege, or attorney work product

Personal privacy information

Law enforcement information whose disclosure would:
(A) interfere with enforcement proceedings
(B) deprive a person of a fair trial
(C) constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy
(D) disclose confidential sources
(E) disclose investigation techniques
(F) endanger life or physical safety of an individual

Prepared by or for a government agency regulating or supervising financial institutions
Geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells
Other Grounds for Withholding

Material not responsive to a FOIA request excised with the agreement of the requester
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(U} Prior to the COVID-19 virus outhreak, the Chinese government initiated a series of self-
reflective changes to its emergency response structure for preventing and controlling
infectious diseases. After garnering widespread criticism for its response to the 2003 SARS
epidemic, which resulted in 5,327 cases and 348 deaths in China, PRC leadership publicly

AMEMBASSY

1/1/2004 ([recognized shortcomings in its management of the outbreak. The PRC subsequently BELING 20 BENJING 476
accelerated reforms to improve its infectious disease prevention system and emergency
response to epidemics, resulting in significant restructuring and a massive build-up in its
capabilities.
Jun Mai, “Chinese
[In 2004, China suffered a SARS outbreak due to a lab leak that killed one person and research lab
2004 infected nine. PRC authorities blamed negligence and punished five senior officials at the SCMP denies rumours
Chinese Centre for Disease Control and Prevention.] of links to first
COronavirus
58 In response [to the 2004 SARS outbreaks from a Beijing lab], the PRC devoted
massive funding to develop a secure hiocontainment laboratory system to prevent future
infectious disease incidents. With this strong financial support and legal framework, the AMEMBASSY
1/1/2004 [former Ministry of Health (now the National Health Commission) swiftly launched a BELING 20 BEIJING 365
national hiosafety program in 2004, establishing thousands of hiocontainment
laboratories with biosafety levels {B5Ls) ranging from 1 to 4 depending on the
pathogenicity of microbes being studied.
A senior French civil servant told Le Figara that French military officers and scientists https://';co/rvaR
1/1/2004 opposed the plan to help build thef [WIV BSL-4] I?boratory when it was announced in .2004 The Times Elt-l';::;invw.thet
bt were overruled by Jacques Chirac, then president, who wanted to boost cooperation ) .
with China. |mes.co.uk/ed|t|?
n/news/corgnavi
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4/26/2004

The latest outbreak of severe acute respiratory syndrome {SARS) in China, with eight
confirmed or suspected cases so far and hundreds quarantined, involves two researchers
who were working with the virus in a Beijing research lab, the World Health Organization
{(WHOQ) said on Monday (April 26).

“We suspect two people, a 26-year-old female postgraduate student and a 31-year-old male
postdoc, were both infected, apparently in two separate incidents,” Bob Dietz, WHO
spokesman in Beijing, told The Scientist.

The woman was admitted to hospital on April 4, bat the man apparently became infected
independently 2 weeks later, being hospitalized on April 17. Both worked at the Chinese
Institute of Virology in Beijing, part of China's Center for Disease Control, China has level
three research guidelines and rules in place for handling the SARS virus, which are “of
acceptable quality” to WHO, Dietz told The Scientist. Bot “it's a question of procedures and
equipment. Frankly we are going to go in now a take a very close look,” he said.

U The Scientist

https://archive.is
JewHD94selectio
n-895.0-899.121

7/2/2004

Five top officials of the Chinese Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Thursday
were punished to take blame for this year’s outbreak of SARS. These officials, including
centre Director Li Liming, should take responsibility for the outbreak which started with the
infection of two laboratory researchers by the SARS (severe acute respiratorysyndrome)
virus, Vice-Premier Wu Yi said Thursday at a working conference. Official investigation
shows that it is an accident due to negligence. The cases had been linked to experiments
using live and inactive SARS corona virus in the CDC'svirology and diarrhea institutes
where interdisciplinary research on the SARS virus was conducted. The CDC’s mistakes
also include allowing researchers to experiment with biological materials infectedwith
SARS in common laboratories, and the failure to immediately report the abnormal
healthconditions of its researchers.

U China Daily

https://www.chin
adaily.com.cn/en
glish/doc/2004-
07/02/content_3
44755.htm

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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(5Bt The State Council issued over 14 biosafety measures from 2003 to 2006, including its
"Management Regulations on Laboratory Biosafety of Pathogenic Microorganisms,” setting AMEMBASSY
12/31/2006 BASBY 20 BEWJING 365
/31 clear guidelines for the handling of infectious or pathogenic diseases in biomedical BEIIING
laboratories.
American
WIV-associated scientists publish study on SARS-like CoV in horseshoe bats. Scientists Society of |https://jvi.asm.or
12/12/2007 [succeed in making S5L-CoV transmissible to humans by combining with HIV pseudovirus U Microbiology, |g/content/82/4/1
{provided by WIV) with SL-CoV Journal of |899
Virclogy
5847 In a joint U.S. - China CDC publication in Health Affairs from 2011 during the PRC
expansion of its laboratory system, China CDC Disease Control and Emergency Response
Office Director Feng Zijian praised municipal and provincial level laboratories for their
ability to meet "high-level biosafety standards." He acknowledged, however, that China AMEMBASSY
1/1/2011 BBy 20 BEUING
/1/20 CDC and clinical hospital laboratories lacked highly skilled staff and basic laboratory BEIING 0 BEVING 365
quality management procedures. China CDC also faced a shortage of infectious disease
specialists, observed Feng, whose salaries were sometimes lower than the average
income in China,

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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8/13/2011

"0On the heels of a damaging laboratory outhreak that sickened 27 students, leaders at
China’s Northeast Agricultural University last week dismissed two administrators,
apologized for insufficient safety practices, and offered thousands of dollars in
compensation to the students, who contracted brucellosis while dissecting goats in an
anatomy course last December....University administrators now admit the goats were not
properly quarantined prior to reaching the laband that instructors did not follow standard
safety procedures. Infected students told the Chinese pressthat they did not receive safety
training ahead of the dissections. One told the newspaper SouthernWeekend that after a
classmate asked about safety equipment, one instructor discouraged thegroup from
wearing gloves, pointing out that he had been dissecting animals with his bare handsfor 30
years. Several students then declined to wear gloves, the student said.” Basic safety is
apparently one of the areas to have suffered. In a survey of 231 fourth-year medical
students published in the Chinese journal Northwest Medical Education in 2010, 19% were
unfamiliar with the term "laboratory biosafety.” Seventy-nine percent had heard the term
bot weren't completely sure what it meant. Some Chinese commentators now say nothing
short of an overhaul of the country's higher education system is necessary. They are arguing
that universities place too much emphasis on rewarding scientists who publish in
prestigicus journals—and that officials and administrators should pay more attention to
enabling students and scientists to safely carry out their research.

U Science

https://www.scie
ncemag.org/new
s/2011/09/chines
e-university-fires-
administrators-
offers-
compensation-
after-lab-accident

4/2/2012

Patient Mr Guo, Mal, 45 years old, begins two weeks of work in in Mojiang cave

Independent
Science News

https:/fwww.ind
ependentscience
news.org/comme
ntaries/a-
proposed-origin-
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4/26/2012

Patient Li, male, 32 year old, has been admitted to the hospital on 2012/4/26. He had sign
of coughing, coughing with mucus, fever and difficulty in breathing for four days. He worked
in the mining well four days ago. There were many bats and their feces in the well. Four
days ago, he started to show sign of coughing, coughing with mucus {(white and slimy) and
fever. It smelled really bad in the well. His temperature went up to 39 Celsius. When he
coughed, he had difficulties in breathing. No chest pain or coughing up blood. No sign of
paroxysmal dyspnea at night. No stomach ache or diarrhea. He went to the local hospital for
treatment bt no documentation. His symptom had improved bt wanted further
treatment. He was healthy.

https://fwww.ind
ependentscience
news.org/comme
ntaries/a-
proposed-origin-
for-sars-cov-2-
and-the-covid-19-
pandemic/

4/26/2012

Patient Zhou, male, age 63, was admitted to the hospital on April 26, 2012. He had signs of
fever, coughing, difficulty in breathing, chest pain, and hiccups for more than ten days. 24
days prior to the hospitalization, he was working in the mining well for half of a month. He
worked 7 hours a day. After exposing to the mining well where there were many bats and
bats’ feces, he started to show signs of coughing and fever and had a 38 Celsius body
temperature. He immediately went to the local hospital. His fever went on and off in the
next five consecutive days. The actual treatment remained unknown. The highest body
temperature was 40 Celsius and the lower is 37 Celsius. He also experienced headache,
dizziness, ear congestion and dry cough. There was no pattern of his illness in daytime or
night time, along with chest pain. Difficulty in breathing was getting worse. Occasionally,
having hiccups. No sign of nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea.

U Independent
Science News
Ind dent
U ndependen

Science News

https://fwww.ind
ependentscience
news.org/comme
ntaries/a-
proposed-origin-
for-sars-cov-2-
and-the-covid-19-
pandemic/
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12/31/2012

{U) Within a decade, international experts praised China for its revamped pandemic
emergency response system that demonstrated enhanced risk communication, infection
prevention, control measures, and clinical management, particularly in its response to the
2013 H7N9 epidemic. From 2003 to 2012, Chinese government annual public health
funding increased more than 10-fold from $1.28 billion to $17.46 billion RMB. In those 10
years, the PRC established a nationwide infectious disease surveillance system with over
3,000 outposts, including Chinese Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC)
branches, disease prevention and control lahoratories, and public health supervision
institutions throughout the country. The PRC's 2006 "National Contingency Plan for Public
Health Emergency Response” created an emergency management system that
streamlined information flow, promoted interagency coordination, and required timely
public notification.

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUING 476

2/7/2013

WHCDC scientist TIAN Junhua was one of multiple scientists affiliated with other Chinese
labs that published a study on phylogeny and origins of hantaviruses harbored by bats,
insectivores, and rodents. " A total of 450 bats of eight different species were captured in
Longquan city and Wenzhou city,Zhejiang Province in the spring of 2011. Similarly, 155 bats
representing eightspecies were captured in Hubei Province in the spring of 2012, A total
of 81 insectivores (representingtwo species — Anourosorex squamipes and Suncus murinus)
were captured in Lianghe county, YunnanProvince in the spring of 2010 and autumn of
2011, In 2006, two shrews {from the species Sorexisodon and Suncus murinus) were
collected from Yakeshi city, Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region.

U PLOS

https://journals.p
los.org/plospatho
gens/article?id=1
0.1371/journal.p
pat.1003159#s4

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED




FL-2022-00062  A-00000565067  "UNCLASSIFIED"

5/7/2024 Page 13

https://www.nat
ure.com/news/in

1/1/2014 [WIV BSL-4 Lab reportedly completed in 2014 (National Bio Safety Lab, Wuhan) U Nature side-the-chinese-
lab-poised-to-
study-world-s-

LI Xu publishes thesis titled " Analysis of 6 patiets with Severe Pneumonia Caused by

Unknown Viruses” The abstract reads: "In April and May 2012, our hospital admitted 6

patients with severe pneumonia caused by unknown virus. The 6 patients were all workers

in the same mine, and they were exposed to a lot of bats and bat droppings in the working

environment. In the final outcome, 3 patients died and 3 patients survived. According to the https://archive.v
2/1/2014 |identification of the Kunming Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, the bats in U CNKI n/KJ78Niselectio

the working mines of the 6 patients are Chinese chrysanthemum bats. However, Chinese
scientists have extracted SARS-like coronaviruses from the Chinese chrysanthemum bats in
the process of searching for the SARS pathogen { SARS-like-CaV). This article inferred and
analyzed the diagnosis and treatment process of 6 patients with unknown virus-related
severe pneumonia and the possible causes and etiology.”

n-287.0-303.167

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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12/31/2014

{sBH China is a member of the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA), a global
partnership effort started in 2014 to assess countries' capacities to prevent, detect, and
respond to infectious disease threats. The GHSA's Biosafety and Biosecurity action package
emphasizes: 1} whole-of-government biosafety and biosecurity systems for human, animal,
and agricultural facilities, and 2) biosafety and biosecurity training and practices. The GHSA
also encourages members to use the World Health Organization {WHO) Joint External
Evaluation {JEE) tool to determine their gaps and weaknesses in preparing for and
responding to infectious disease risks. The JEE is a useful tool for ensuring full compliance
with global biosafety and biosecurity standards, which is a key aspect of implementing the
International Health Regulations {IHR). The PRC, however, has not participated in a WHO
JEE despite U.S. efforts to encourage it to do so. China has only participated as a technical
observer to other country IEEs and has yet to agree to conduct its own.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 365

12/31/2014

(585 Additionally, the U.S. CDC's Global Disease Detection Program supported virology and
epidemiology training in the United States and China for more than 2,500 China CDC
specialists and supported annual laboratory quality assessments to strengthen quality
assurance of PRC laboratory netwaorks from 2004 to 2014.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 365

1/1/2015

[The WIV BSL-4] facility opened in 2015 after being built in partnership with France, which
was meant to supply the technical expertise with 50 high-level French researchers due to

work there between 2017 and 2022. They did not do so as the Chinese came to dominate
the arrangements, according to the officials.

u The Times

https://t.cofrvaR
QTMwEd |
https://www.thet
imes.co.uk/editio
n/news/coronavi
rus-china-bars-

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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In a 2015 paper, WIV documented how they:

-> found a virus in bats called SHC014-CoV that is similar to SARS.

-» constructed a chimera virus using SHC014-CoV as a basis that could also infect mice

cells.

-> found the same virus can infect "human airway cells" and impact them the same way as UNC. WIV. et https://www.ncbi

2015 "epidemic strainsof SARS-CoV" in vitro. {paraphrased: "it's as bad as SARS") U ’ al ’ .nlm.nih.gov/pub

-> tested the same virus on real mice ("in vivo"), and found it could infect their lungs. med/26552008

-> tried to fight the virus using antibodies and vaccines that help fight SARS, and couldn’t

find anything thathelped. {"poaor efficacy")

-» synthetically cloned this chimera virus and tested it both in vitro and in vivo, and found

it works well.
https://t.co/rvaR

TMwEd
1/1/2015 In tfle same.year Alain Mér_ieux, the F.rench pharmaceutical t'ycoon, resigned from the joint u The Times E;tps‘:;/vaw.thet

chairmanship of the committee heading the [WIV BSL-4] project. ) o
imes.co.uk/editio
n/news/coranavi

End of five year longitudinal study of SARSr-CoVs in bats from a single habitat in proximity

10/1/2015 to Kunming city, Yunnan province, China, which was mainly inhabited by horseshoe bats. A U PLOS https://archive.is

total of 602 alimentary specimens {anal swabs or feces) were collected. 84 tested positive
for CoV

/ZzBHz2

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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12/31/2017

(SBHH From 2013 to 2017, the Galveston National Laboratory (GNL} of the University of
Texas Medical Branch {UTMB), part of the NIH Biodefense Laboratory Network, provided
DoD- funded laboratory safety and security training for high-level biocontainment
facilities in China, including the Wuhan Institute of Virology (Ref 18 BEIJING
138<http://repository.state.sgov.gov/archive/2018/01/19/Saeb41c6-b16e-4367-ba71-
b6665fc5cbb2/18-BEIJING-138.eml.pdf>, 18 WUHAN
38<http://repository.state.sgov.gov/archive/2018/04/19/4e300e30-90ad-4936-a517-
b9525ae306a7/18-WUHAN-38.eml.pdf=}). This training has been facilitated since 2015
through ongoing dialogue and regular collaboration meetings cosponsored by the Chinese
Academies of Science and the U.S. National Academies of Science, Engineering and
Medicine with cooperation from China CDC and others. According to GNL leadership, the
relationship with the Wuhan Institute of Virology included the provision of training to
scientists and biosafety and engineering professionals from Wuhan, as well as from other
biocentainment labs in China and the China CDC. The UTMB National Biocontainment
Training Program included operations training as the Wuhan Institute of Virology
prepared to open their BSL-4 facility. This UTMB training engagement ended in 2016
when DoD funding was exhausted and not replenished. Nevertheless, U.S. CDC continues
to provide technical assistance in tuberculosis laboratories in six provinces in the PRC,
focusing on laboratory quality management, including biosafety, through helping China
CDC implement the Strengthening Laboratory Management Towards Accreditation
{SLMTA) program.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUJING 365

1/19/2018

State Department cable, drafted by two officials from the U.S. Embassy in Beijing's
Environment, Science, and Health Section who met with WIV scienctists, allegedely reports
that "During interactions with scientists at the WIV laboratory, they noted the new lab has a
serious shortage of appropriately trained technicians and investigators needed to safely
operate this high-containment laboratory,”

Washington
U Post
(Opinions)

https://www.was
hingtonpost.com
fopinions/2020/0
4/14/state-
department-
cables-warned-
safety-issues-

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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12/31/2018

(5B During discussions with U.S. Department of Health and Human Services officials in
2018, NHC Director General of the Health Emergency Response Office Xu Shugiang
admitted that China needed to improve its diagnostic and treatment capabilities. Yet, he
confidently asserted that China centered its emergency response system on joint
prevention and control mechanisms, web-based reporting, rapid testing, human capacity,
and strong interagency coardination. Publishing their own assessment, however, NHC-
affiliated medical experts from the Chinese Preventive Medicine Assaciation (CPMA)
complained that China had excessively focused on improving medical treatment while
failing to develop preventative measures against infectious diseases.

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUJING 476

12/31/2018

{U) After the government reshuffle in 2018, the National Health Commission {NHC) was
reorganized and granted clear authority over the formulation of infectious disease control
and prevention policy to optimize China's response to public health emergencies. Chinese
government ministries and provincial authorities were expected to implement NHC
guidance at the local and regional level. In contrast, the newly created Ministry of
Emergency Management (MEM} assumed responsibility for emergency responses to
natural disasters, but also took over workplace safety and certain health functions that
slightly overlapped with NHC's responsibilities. According to the "National Contingency
Plan for Public Health Emergency Response,” however, NHC retained responsibility to lead
and coordinate interagency responses to epidemics.

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUING 476

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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§SBHH Publishing his assessment in the Journal of Biosafety and Biosecurity in 2019, CCP
Secretary for the Wuhan Institute of Virology and lab director Yuan Zhiming provided a
general overview of PRC biocontainment facilities. He wrote that the majority of PRC
biemedical facilities are basic BSL-1 and 2 laboratories attached to China CDC branches,
scientific research institutions, and public health universities with biocontainment

1/1/2019 |equipment appropriate only for handling non-lethal pathogenic agents and human AMBEETJ‘II?\"ZSSY 20 BEIJING 365
disease. According to Director Yuan, China has 42 accredited BSL-3 laboratories designed
to contain lethal pathogens and diseases with high individual risk for which treatment is
often available. The Wuhan National Biosafety Laboratory remains China's first and only
BSL-4 laboratory. In late 2019, China CDC announced the PRC's intention to construct 5 to
7 new BSL-4 laboratories by 2025,
Patrick Woo et al,
“Global
. . . . . Epidemiology of
Researchers at Hong Kong University publish a study of bat coronaviruses, warning: “bat- Bat
animal and bat-human interactions, such as the presence of live bats in wildlife wet markets )
2/20/2019 ) . . . ) . NIH Coronaviruses,”
and restaurants in Southern China, are important for interspecies transmission of . .
[coronaviruses] and may lead to devastating global outbreaks.” Viruses (journal),
Feb. 2019,
published online
Feh. 20, 2019
Yi Fan et al., “Bat
Researchers from the Wuhan Institute of Virology publish a study in the medical journal Coronaviruses in
3/2/2019 |Viruses noting that “it is highly likely that future SARS- or MERS-like coronavirus outbreaks Viruses China,” Viruses,
will originate from bats, and there is an increased probability that this will occur in China.” March 2019,
online March 2,
Steven Lee
Gao Fu, director of the PRC’s CDC, says in a speech: “Viruses like SARS could emerge Myers, “China
3/5/2019 |anytime, but there’ll never be another SARS incident, That's thanks to how well our national NYT Created a Fail-

contagious disease surveillance system works.”

Safe System to
Track Contagions.
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584 In 2019, the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security released its Global Health Security Index
(GHSI) assessing global emergency preparedness for catastrephic biological risks. The GHSI classified
China as "more prepared" for a pandemic than most nations, ranking it 51 out of 195 countries
evaluated for health security capabilities. China scored slightly below average in its ability to prevent
the emergence of zoonotic diseases. [Note: Most Chinese and international experts agree that COVID-
19 is a zoonotic disease. The source remains unknown, but some data have suggested bats or
pangolins as the possible origin and intermediary. End Note.] However, China received the lowest
possible score in the following public health areas that hold major implications for its emergency
response during the current COVID-19 outbreak:

* Conducting emergency preparedness and response exercises.

10/1/2019 | * Linking public health and security authorities for rapid response. bSBY AMEMBASSY 20 BEIJING 476
* Dverseeing dual-use research involving dangerous pathogens with pandemic potential. BENING
* Carrying out a WHO Joint External Evaluation {JEE) to highlight critical gaps in capacity
preparedness. [Note: China has not participated in a JEE, a process which enables countries to
determine their gaps and weaknesses in preparing for and responding to infectious disease risks.
More than 100 countries, including the United 5tates, have voluntarily completed a JEE. The JEEis a
key aspect of implementing the International Health Regulations (IHR}, an agreement signed by all
WHO member states, including China, to work together for global health security. The United
States has encouraged China to conduct a JEE since 2005 but China has only participated as a
technical observer to other country JEEs and has never agreed to conduct their own. End note.]
11/1/2019 As recently as November 2019, WIV was conducting research on MERS-CoV, which is a U Journal of |https://jvi.asm.or
/ direct relative to SARS-CoV-1. Virology |g/content/94/5/e
WIV advertises to postdoctoral candidtates for "Taking bat as the research object , answer http://www.whio
the molecular mechanism that can coexist with Ebola andSARS- related coronavirus for a v.cas.cn/105341/
11/18/2019 |long time without disease, and its relationship with flight andlongevity. Virology, u WIV Website |201911/t201911
immunology, cell biology and multiple omics are used to compare the differenceshetween 18_5438006.html
humans and other mammals." (archived)

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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WIV job posting for "Postdoctoral Recruitment Notice of Zhou Peng Discipline Group of
Wuhan Virus Researchlinstitute" describes responsibilities as: "Taking bat as the research
object , answer the molecular mechanism that can coexist with Ebola and SARS-related

http://www.whio
v.cas.cn/105341/
201911/t201911

11/18/2019 WIV Website |18_5438006.html
/18 coronavirus for a long time without disease, and its relationship with flight and longevity. | -
Virology, i logy, cell biol d multipl i dt the diff o
bg:)wc:a:; Ln::::j;ng;oiier L::ni‘:rg:s "mu iple omics are used to compare the differences https://archive.is
‘ /Qu22i
Brazilian Researchers from the Federal University of Santa Catarina detected "SARS-CoV-2 in
two samples collected independently on 27th November 2019 (5.49 £ 0.02 log genome
. . . . e , https://www.me
copies/L). Subsequent samplings were positive until 4th March 2020 (coinciding with the drxiv.org/content
11/27/2019 [first COVID-19 case reported in Santa Catalina), with a SARS-CoV-2 RNA increase of one log medRxiv /10 1.10?/2020 0
(6.68 + 0.02 log genome copies/L). Our results show that SARS-CoV-2 has been circulating in ) '
. . i . . 6.26.20140731v1
Brazil since late November 2019, much earlier than the first reported case in the Americas
{21st January 2020, USA}L"
US intelligence agencies alerted Israel to the coranavirus outbreak in China already in .
\ L . https://www.tim
November, Israeli television reported Thursday. According to Channel 12 news, the US .
. . . . ) . . esofisrael.com/us
intelligence community became aware of the emerging disease in Wuhan in the second )
e . . . alerted-israel-
week of that month and drew up a classified document. Information on the disease The Times of )
11/30/2019 , , , nato-to-disease-
outbreak was not in the public domain at that stage — and was known anly apparently to Israel . X
. ) - - ) outhbreak-in-china
the Chinese government. The network said Israeli military officials later in November ,
. . . . . in-november-
discussed the possibility of the spread of the virus to the region and how it would affect report/
Israel and neighboring countries. P
https: .thel
"First patient" symptom onset date identified as 1 DEC 2020. No epidemiological link ps //WW\_N €
12/1/2019 |. . e o ) The Lancet |ancet.com/journ
identified between "first patient" and later patients )
als/lancet/article
First documented case of SARS-CoV-2. No epidemiological link was found between the first
12/1/2019 | ! case oV-¢. To epidemiological link was found betw ! Lancet  |Lancet

patient and the later cases.
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WIV advertises to postdoctoral candidtates for research on "bat virus cross-species infection

http://www.whio
v.cas.cn/105341/

12/24/2019) 1 it pathogenicity” U | WIVWebsite | ) 1912/t201912
24 5471634 htmil
WIV job posting for "Postdoctoral Recruitment Notice of Shi Zhengli Discipline Group of
Wuhan Virology Institute” describes responsibilities as "1. Recruitment positions: 1-2
postdoctors;Proposed recruitment direction 1: Ecological study of bat migration and virus
transmission; Prospective direction 2: bat virus cross-species infection and its
pathogenicity.... Shi Zhengli, Ph.D., researcher, team leader of the Department of Emerging
Viruses, Wuhan Institute ofVirology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, director of the Center http://www.whio
for Emerging Infectious Diseases, Wuhanlnstitute of Virology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, v.cas.cn/105341/
director of the Key Laboratory of PathogenicBiology and Biosafety, Chinese Academy of 201912/1201912
12/24/2019 [Sciences , Editor-in-chief of " Virologica Sinica " magazine. U WIV Website |24 5471634 htmil

Long-term research on the pathogenic biology of bats carrying important viruses has
confirmedthe origin of bats for major human and animal infectious diseases such as SARS
and SADS, anddiscovered and identified a large number of new viruses in bats and
rodents.... The New Virus Discipline Group

focuses on the etiology of new viruses and their infectionmechanisms, including bat and
rodent virus discovery, early warning and transmission rulesresearch, cross-species infection
mechanism and pathogenicity of coronavirus and otherimportant bat virus Research

, hew virus serology and molecular diagnostic technology."

|
https://archive.is

/24GQi
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"Taking into account the discovery of similar cases in many hospitals in the city, the Wuhan
. L " . http://m.news.cc
Municipal Health Commission issued a departmental decument "Emergency Notice on tv.com/2020/03/
Reporting the Treatment of Unexplained Pneumonia" at 15:10 and 18:50 on December 19:/ARTIrE06n25
30th. The "Emergency Notice on Doing a Good Job in the Treatment of Pneumonia of
12/30/2019 , " i . CCTV wKzeVnNIyBgTM
Unexplained Cause" requires that the treatment of pneumcnia of unknown cause he done 200319.shtml |
well, and a comprehensive search and retrospective investigation of pneumonia cases htt 5'//.3 rchive.y
related to the South China Seafood Market should be carried out. The two notices were n/EF:({:.leS ’
uploaded to the Internet at 15:22 and 19:00 respectively."
Lily Kug,
Ai Fen, a senior doctor at Wuhan Central Hospital, posts information on WeChat about the “Caronavirus:
12/30/2019 new vir‘us and is. reprimanded by sup.)eriors.,. .Ai .f.ubsequ.ently instruits her staff to wear The Gardian Wuhan docter
protective clothing and masks, despite official instructions not to. “l knew there must be speaks out
human-to-human transmission,” she said in a later interview. against

authorities,” The

12/30/2019

Ai Fen, a top director at Wuhan Central Hospital, posts information on WeChat about the
new virus. She was reprimanded for doing so and told not to spread information about it.
Wuhan doctor Li Wenliang also shares information on WecChat about the new SARS-like
virus. He is called in forquestioning shortly afterward.

The Guardian

www.theguardian.

12/30/2019

Ai Fen, a top director at Wuhan Central Hospital, posts information on WeChat about the
new virus. She wasreprimanded for doing so and told not to spread information about it.

The Guardian

https://www.the
guardian.com/wo
rld/2020/mar/11
Jcoronavirus-
wuhan-doctor-ai-
fen-speaks-out-
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BEIJING—The mysterious patient samples arrived at Wuhan Institute of Virology at 7 P.M.
on December 30, 2019. Moments later, Shi Zhengli’s cell phone rang. It was her boss, the
institute’s director. The Wuhan Center for Disease Control and Prevention had detected a scientificarmnerica
novel coronavirus in two hospital patients with atypical pneumonia, and it wanted Shi's n.com/article/ho
renowned laboratory to investigate. Shi... walked out of the conference she was attending Scientific w-chinas-bat-
12/30/2019 |in Shanghai and hopped on the next train back to Wuhan, “I wondered if [the municipal U American woman-hunted-
health authority] got it wrong,” she says. “I had never expected this kind of thing to down-viruses-
happen inWubhan, in central China.” Her studies had shown that the southern, subtropical from-sars-to the-
areas of Guangdong,Guangxi and Yunnan have the greatest risk of coronaviruses jumping new-caronavirus
to humans from animals—particularly bats, a known reservoir for many viruses. If corona
viruses were the culprit, she re- members thinking, “could they have come from our lab?”
https://www.scie
SHE Zhengli called by WIV director telling her novel coronavirus had been detected in two ntificamerican.co
hospital patients with atyipcal pneumonia.... Her studies had shown that the southern, m/article/how-
12/30/2019 subtropical areas of Guangdong, Guangxi and Yunnan have the greatest risk of U Scientific  |chinas-bat-
coronaviruses jumping to humans from animals—particularly bats, a known reservoir for America |woman-hunted-
many viruses. If coronaviruses were the culprit, she remembers thinking, “could they have down-viruses-
come from our [ab?” from-sars-to-the-
new-
Lily Kuo,
12/30/2019 Wuhan doctor Li Wenliang also shares information about the virus on WeChat, including a U The Gardian “Coronavirus:

photo of lab results initially shared by Ai Fen.

Wuhan doctor
speaks out

SENSTTIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED







FL-2022-00062  A-00000565067  "UNCLASSIFIED"

5/7/2024 Page 35

"At 13:38 on December 31, 2018, the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission issued a "Notice
on the Current Situation of Pneumonia in Qur City", stating that 27 cases have been found”
" . n . . — http://m.news.cc
and "the above cases are viral pneumonia", and said "to The investigation so far has not
. . . . . tv.com/2020/03/
found obvious human-to-human transmission, and no medical staff infection has been 19/ARTIFEO6NZS
12/31/2019 found.” Many n.*uedia have reported on this.lln accordance with Wuhan's wPrk arra.ngements U ceTv wKzeVnNlyBgTM
for the prevention and control of pneumonia of unknown causes, the public security organs 200319.shtml |
of Wuhan City, in accordance with laws and regulations on the prevention and control of htt 5'//-a rchive.y
infecticus diseases and public security management, as well as notifications from the n/EFi'fl)eS ’
Municipal Health Commission, will forward and publish SARS and other infectious disease
information that appears on the Internet. "
(5BtH Taiwan has implemented a series of control measures, including onboard inspections AMEMBASSY
12/31/2019 (of all direct flights from Wuhan since December 31, 2019. According to Taiwan CDC, there | B/55BY BELING 20 BEUJING 122
are no confirmed related cases.
584 ... In December 2019, a factory producing animal brucellosis vaccines used expired
disinfectant to decontaminate its facilities, leading to the infection of 181 lab workers, AMEMBASSY
12/31/2019 |students, and faculty at the nearby Lanzhou Veterinary Research Institute. [Note: bHSBY BELING 20 BEIJING 365
Brucellosis is classified as a Class B infectious disease, the second most serious level in
China’'s three-tier infectious disease classification system. End Note].
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The 27 pneumonia cases in Wuhan have been identified as viral pneumonia, according to

http://en.nhc.gov

PRC National
12/31/2019 the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission. The patients, including seven in serious He:ItIEna .cn/2020-
condition, reported symptoms including fever and difficulty breathing. All the patients have Commission 03/20/c_78021.h
been put in quarantined treatment. tm
https://archive.v
n/Bpnyq |
- , . C https://www.axio
Wuhan health officials canfirm 27 cases of iliness and close a market they think is related to ) o
12/31/2019 L, Axios s.com/timeline-
the virus' spread.
the-early-days-of-
chinas-
coranavirus-
{sB An editor of China CDC Weekly last week told an Embassy Beijing CDC Officer {refs
1/1/2020 A:B) that an in\{estigator had been a.ls'signed to write a' r.eport on.the cases, but tl:le report AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 122
did not appear in the January 10 edition. The next edition of China CDC Weekly is BEIJING
scheduled for publication on January 17.
(5845 A report from Xinhua on January 1 cautioned that false information about the
illness was circulating online and warned that spreading rumors and disrupting social AMEMBASSY
1/1/2020 & . P 8 . P g- 20 BEUING 74
order would not be tolerated. The article also stated that eight people were being BEIING
investigated by public security for spreading rumors.
https://www.stra
itstimes.com/asia
An official at the Hubei Provincial Health Commission orders labs, which had already . st . /asi
. . . . The Straits |/east-asia/how-
1/1/2020 |determined that the novelvirus was similar to SARS, to stop testing samples and to destroy ) ,
. Times early-signs-of-the
existing samples. i
corgnavirus-were-
spotted-spread-
http: .Xinh
Chinese state media reports, Experts from the Naticnal Institute for Viral Disease Control ua:ei/cz\:\v":‘;e):nlis
1/1/2020 |and Prevention under the China CDC allegedly take "environmental samples" with the Xinhua Net ) &

Wuhan Seafood Market

h/2020-
01/27/c_138735
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Yong Xiong and
Nectar Gan, “This
. . . . . . Chinese doctor
Eight doctors in Wuhan who warned about new virus reports via social media in late .
] . . . . v . tried to save
December, including Dr. Li Wenliang, are detained and condemned for “making false )
1/1/2020 oo . e N o u WS lives, bot was
statements on the Internet.” Li is forced to write a self-criticism saying his warnings “had a ,
L " silenced. Now he
negative impact. o,
has coronavirus,
CNN, February 4,
20240,
Gao Yu et al,, “In
Depth: How Earl
1/1/2020 Is-laur:ezehsealth commission orders genomics companies to stop testing and destroy all u Caixin Global Siegss of aO;let Y
pies. Like Virus Were
Spotted, Spread,
Gerry Shih et al,,
On Feb, 1, Washington Post cited Chinese surgeon and writer Wang Guangbao recalling that “Early missteps
while speculation about a SARS-like virus was rampant within medical circles around Jan. 1, and state secrecy
1/1/2020 . ) . . . . u WP ) .
the detentions of the Wuhan doctors chilled open discussion. “The eight posters getting in China probably
seized made all of us doctors feel we were at risk,” Wang said. allowed the
coronavirus to
Editorial, “Stop
the Wuhan
Wuhan authorities close the city’s seafood market, then disinfect it without swabbing Virus,” Nature,
individual animals and cages or drawing blood from workers, eliminating evidence of what January 21, 2020.
1/1/2020 . . . . U NYT
animal might have been the source of the coronavirus and which people had become Also Donald G.
infected bt survived. McNeil Ir. and
Zolan Kanno-
Youngs, “C.D.C.
Wuhan Public Security Bureau brings in for questioning eight doctors who had posted washingtonpost.c
information about the illness on WeChat. Washington om/world/2020/
1/1/2020 |An official at the Hubei Provincial Health Commission orders labs, which had already U Postg 02/01/early-

determined that the novel virus was similar to SARS, to stop testing samples and to
destroy existing samples.

missteps-state-
secrecy-china-
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. . . PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
1/5/2020 A total of 59 viral pneumonia cases of unknown cause had been reported in Wuhan by the U Health .cn/2020-
Meorning of Jan 5. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
Jeremy Page et
The Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center, a research lab, alerts National Health al “sz Ifj\ﬁ
1/5/2020 Commission that one of its professc:'s has id?ntified a SAF{S-Iike coronavirus and m?pped i‘ts U WS St;rted: China’s
genome. The lab also recommends “appropriate prevention and control measures in public )
laces.” Early Coronavirus
P ’ Missteps,” Wall
“Pneumonia of
WHO releases statement characterizing PRC’s initial Dec. 31 notice about “pneumonia of unknown cause —
unknown etiology.” WHO states: “Based on the preliminary information from the Chinese China,” WHQ,
1/5/2020 [investigation team, no evidence of significant human-to-human transmission and no health U WHO January 5, 2020
care worker infections have been reported.” This continues to ignore Taiwan’s warnings of (https://www.wh
Dec. 31. o0.int/csr/don/05-
january-2020-
Jeremy Page et
1/5/2020 Wuh‘an Municipal Health Commission stops releasing daily updates on new cases. This U WS al., “How It.AII)
continued until Jan, 18. Started: China’s
Early Coronavirus
https: .
ZHANG Yongzhen's team [at the Shanghai Public Health Clinical Centre Shanghai] isolated ps://www scrn
. . . p.com/news/chin
1/5/2020 and finished the genome sequence of the then-unknown virus on January 5, two days U South China a/saciety/article/
before China’s official announcement that mysterious pneumonia cases in Wuhan were Morning Post Y )
) . 3052966/chinese-
caused by a hitherto unknown coronavirus. )
laboratory-first-
http://m.news.cc
, , . , . . tv.com/2020/03/
1/6/2020 ("On January 6, 2020, Dr. Li Wenliang admitted an 82-year-old patient with eye disease." U CCTV
/6/ i & Y P Y 19/ARTIFEOBNZ5
wKzeVnNIyBgTM
. - “China didn’t
The head of an expert team sent to Wuhan from Beijing, Xu Jlianguo, reports that “China has warn public of
u
many years of disease control, there’s absolutely no chance that this will spread widel
1/6/2020 vy utey " P Y u AP likely pandemic

because of Spring Festival travel,” and there is “no evidence of human-to-human
transmission.”

for 6 key days,”
The Associated
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(5B CG Wubhan and Embassy health contacts have indicated they have been instructed
not to discuss the outhreak, beyond normal government information control, and have AMEMBASSY
1/7/2020 |expressed frustration regarding the lack of internal communication among the medical BENING 20 BEIJING 74
community. According to a local virologist, authorities will not be permitted to talk about
the outbreak and have to rely on international media.
5B ConGen Officers observed no additional medical screening at metro, train stations, or AMEMBASSY
1/7/2020 [airports. Aside from the closed market, all observations and reports are that the city is BELING 20 BEUING 74
operating normally.
5B In response to the outbreak, U.S. CDC Director Robert Redfield called China CDC
Director George Gao. Director Redfield offered U.S. CDC technical support; however,
i ffer. i d i MEM
1/7/2020 China (EDC has not yet responded to the offer WH.0.5 Chm.a office told us they .have dall.y AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 74
calls with WHO Geneva and the WHO Western Pacific Regional office to share information BEIIING
on the outbreak. WHO is also preparing to provide technical support to the PRC if
requested.
£5B4 PRC officials on December 31, 2019 alerted WHO to the pneumonia outbreak. WHO
contacts told Embassy officials that PRC health departments continue to provide
information about the outbreak in accordance with WHOs International Health
Regulations (IHR). While China has been forthcoming with standard information, WHO AMEMBASSY
1/7/2020 |contacts note they have not received more detailed and potentially useful information, BELING 20 BEIJING 74

such as epi curves or other epidemiological data. The flow of official PRC information on
this outhreak is limited to that coming from the Wuhan Health Commission and National
Health Commission. China CDC is referring queries to the three official notices issued to-
date by the Wuhan Health Commission.
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{5BtH The PRCs release of information during the early stages of the outbreak has been
regular and stands in contrast to past outbreaks, such as the 2003 SARS epidemic, where
officials publicly denied the epidemic despite mounting infections and deaths. Inthe
seven days since the notification to WHO of the current outbreak, the Wuhan Health

1/7/2020 Commission has issued three official notices, and the interview with the Wuhan CDC AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 74
Director is publicly available. Additionally, an editor of the China CDC Weekly {launched in BEIING
November 2019 and modeled after the U.S. CDCs Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report)
informed a W.S. CDC officer that an investigator has been assigned to write a report on the
outbreak. Such a report could provide additional epidemiologic data that will be useful
for global public health officials to understand the cluster of cases.
. . . . . . . . Jane Qui, “How's
Shi Zhengli of the Wuhan Institute of Virology recalled in a March 11 interview with China’s ‘Bat
Scientific American that by January 7 her team found that the novel coronavirus’s sequence o ,
. , B Scientific  |Woman” Hunted
1/7/2020 |did not match any of the viruses her team had sampled from bat caves, “That really took a ) .
s . . . American |Down Viruses
load off my mind,” she said. But the novel sequence was 96% identical to one her team had
. . from SARS to the
sampled previously in Yunnan.
New
Natasha Khan,
“New Virus
1/7/2020 Wall Street Journal reports far the first time that Chinese scientists have tied the mystery WS) Discovered by
illnesses to a new strain of coronavirus. Chinese Scientists
Investigating
Prneumonia
https://archive.v
n/Bpnyq |
https://www.axio
1/7/2020 [Xilinping becomes involved in the response. Axios s.com/timeline-

the-early-days-of-
chinas-
coronavirus-
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1/8/2020

589 Following the release of the January 9 CCTV article, U.S. CDC Director Robert
Redfield spoke again with China CDC Director George Gao and reiterated U.S. CDC's offer
of technical assistance. Embassy Beijing HHS continues to follow up on this with PRC
health and quarantine authorities.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEIJING 108

1/9/2020

{sBtH A January 3 WHO statement (link<https://www.who.int/china/news/detail /09-01-
2020-who-statement-regarding-cluster-of-pneumonia-cases-in-wuhan-china>) marked the
first official confirmation that PRC authorities had preliminarily identified a novel
coronavirus as the cause of the pneumonia outhreak in Wuhan (ref A)... The WHO
statement lauded China's capabilities in identifying the new virus, along with its strong
public health capacities and resources to respond to and manage the outbreak. However,
Embassy Beijing discussions with WHO contacts in Beijing indicate that while the
statement highlighted the PRC's information sharing, only the limited epidemiological
information already released publicly in the Wuhan Health Commission statements was
likely shared. Contacts added that WHO has also pressed PRC authorities in private
meetings to release the genetic sequence data into a publicly available genetic sequence
database {e.g. GenBank} as soon as possible, and also release other comprehensive
epidemiological information over the next weeks in order to allow for better assessment
of the clinical situation and current status of the outbreak. WHO guidance under the
International Health Regulations {IHR) for events that may constitute a public health
emergency of international concern require WHO Member States to make timely and
transparent notifications and provide information, but does not refer to an exact timeline.

AMEMBASSY
BEHING

20 BEUING 103
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(584 PRC media reports indicate that Xu Jianguo is leading the laboratory investigation.
Mr. Xu is currently an academician of the Chinese Academy of Engineering and was the

AMEMBASSY
1/10/2020 |former Director of the State Key Laboratory for Infectious Disease Prevention and Cantral in| H4S5BY BEUING 20 BEIJING 108
the National Institute for Communicable Disease Control and Prevention of China CDC. He
continues to serve as a senior expert for the National Health Commission and China CDC.
{sBtH As of close of business in Beijing, January 10, no additional official statements
related to the outbreak have been issued by the Wuhan Health Commission since January AMEMBASSY
1/10/202 bHSsBY 20 BENING 10
/10/2020 5, nor by the National Health Commission. The three official statements issued to-date by BEIING G 108

PRC authorities have all come from the Wuhan Health Commission (ref A).
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1/10/2020

B8 CG Wuhan personnel visited the Huanan market and confirmed it remained closed.
The only people present were private security guards, all wearing surgical masks. Locals
speculated the market would remain closed at least until after the upcoming Lunar New
Year holiday, which ends in February.Consulate personnel also visited three additional
markets where live animals are at least occasionally sold. While vendors at these markets
were evasive when asked what they thought happened to the products for sale in the
Huanan market, Consulate personnel did not observe any live animals for sale other than
fish and one cage of snakes. A vendor at the largest market said some wild-caught fowl and
goats were normally available at the market bt that authorities had prohibited those sales
following the pneumconia outbreak. At a different market, a large section normally reserved
for pork sales was nearly vacant. Cne of the few remaining vendors said there was a lack of
customers, so the other vendors had departed, suggesting no pork from the closed Huanan
market had been diverted to that market. CG Wuhan personnel observed that vendors,
shoppers, and taxi drivers all said they were not worried about the outbreak. Consulate
personnel did not observe anyone wearing surgical masks other than the guards at the
closed Huanan market.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEIJING 108

1/10/2020

(5B CG Wuhan's healthcare provider contacts said PRC authorities forbade them from
providing any information on the outbreak, telling Consulate personnel to "watch the
news for updates.”

AMEMBASSY
BEIJING

20 BEUING 108
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1/10/2020

(58 China's National Health Commission has dispatched an expert group to Wuhan to
support local health officials. The group's lead expert, Xu Jianguo (ref A}, said in a January
10 interview with Science that the new coronavirus is similar to previous bat coronaviruses,
but is not similar to SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome) or MERS {Middle East
Respiratory Syndrome)}. He also emphasized the outbreak was different from and more
controlled than the SARS cuthreak, and that no new patients had appeared (since January
2). Xu also clarified that China CDC was leading the investigation.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 122

1/10/2020

{(5Bth Global health officials broadly agree that three areas of information are key to
establishing diagnostic tools and risk assessments for the new virus: 1) Gene sequence
data will permit countries and health officials to create diagnostic tools to identify {and
rule out) cases; 2) Epidemiological data is necessary to understand the risk of human-to-
human transmission, associated exposure risks, and a possible zoonotic source. At
minimum, updated onset dates will allow determinations of whether the outbreak has
been contained or is ongoing; 3) Animal data, given that the new virus is likely
transmitted from an animal to humans, such as identifying the suspect species, where the
animals were sourced, and other places at risk, can help prevent and/or contain further
ocutbreak.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 1038

1/10/2020

(5847 International virologic experts have also called publicly on PRC health authorities to
quickly share data, including in a January 9 article in the influential magazine Science. As
of close of business in Beijing, January 10, China CDC Weekly had yet to publish a report
on the new virus. A China CDC Weekly editor informed a U.S. CDC officer earlier this week
that an investigator had been assigned to write a report on the outbreak (ref A). Such a
report could include epidemiologic data that would be useful for glabal public health
officials. However, it is possible that Chinese scientists will preferentially publish an
article including data on the outbreak in a high impact factor peer-reviewed scientific
Journal.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEIJING 103

SENSTTIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED




FL-2022-00062 A-00000565067  "UNCLASSIFIED" 5/7/2024 Page 57
Li Yuan, “China
After leading a second expert team from Beijing to Wuhan, prominent PRC government silences critics
expert Wang Guangfa tells state broadcaster CCTV that the Wuhan pneumonia was “under over deadly virus
1/10/2020 control” and m‘os.tly a “mild condition,” His team reported na ¢lear signs of.human-to- U NYT, AP outbrt?ak,” New
human transmission, though more than half a dozen doctors already were ill. On March 15, York times,
Wang wrote on social media that he “always suspected it was human-to-human January 25, 2020.
transmissible.” “China didn’t
warn public of
Lisa Schnirring,
1/10/2020 !Vlore intfernational scientists anc? public-health experts call on China to share more U CIDRAP “Press‘.ure builds
information on the new coronavirus. on China to share
info on new
—_— ) ) . . https://fwww.scie
With the help of Dr. Andrew Rambaut {University of Edinburgh), [ZHANG Yongzhen and his i ,
. . . . . ncedirect.com/sci
team at Shanghai Public Health Clinical Center and School of Life Science] released the ) ) . .
1/11/2020 i i . i U ScienceDirect [ence/farticle/pii/s
genome sequence of the virus on the open access Virological website
i ; " 00928674203032
(http://virological.org/) early on January 11, 2020, 87
589 China News Service (link<https://m.chinanews.com/wap/detail /zwsp/gn/2020/01- AMEMBASSY
1/11/2020 |11/9056976.shtml>} quoted one expert stating that no new cases had been detected since | bBA/SBd BELING 20 BEJING 122
January 3, 2020, and that no evidence of human-to-human transmission has been found.
5B Chinese domestic press reporting on the pneumonia outbreak included interviews
with medical experts. These interviews highlighted that the outbreak was under control,
that information was being shared, and that the public should avoid wild animals and AMEMBASSY
1/11/2020 |exercise regular precautions. Press (link<http://www xinhuanet.com/2020- bHSBY BELING 20 BEUJING 122
01/11/¢_1125448549.htm>) reported the death of one pneumonia patient and detailed
that the 61-year old male frequently purchased goods from the Huanan Market associated
with the outbreak.
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1/11/2020

6883 On January 11, the PRC National Health Commission announced {link, in
Chinese<http://www.nhc.gov.cn/gjhzs/s7952/202001/4227%6acaea746549f93eb17cec34d
8al.shtml>) it would share the novel coronavirus' {2019-nCoV} gene sequence (ref A) with
WHO. Researchers reportedly uploaded the sequence to the U.S. National Institutes of
Health's genetic sequence database GenBank (link<http://virclogical.org/t/initial-genome-
release-of-novel-coronavirus/319>). Per the National Health Commission, the sequence
has also been uploaded to GISAID {Note: The GISAID platform is usually used to share
influenza data, but an exemption allowed PRC officials to submit the coronavirus
information. Per Health Commission communication, GISAID is verifying information and
will release it publicly once the verification is complete. The submitted sequence
information is listed under the recent data submissions section on the GISAID webpage:
https://www .gisaid.org. End Note.). WHO officials publicly thanked PRC health authorities
for their commitment to sharing information, saying they were reassured by the guality of
the ongoing investigation and response measures.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 122

1/11/2020

(SBHH ULS. CDC updated factual information in its Travel Health Notice
(link<https://www.cdc.gov/corenavirus/novel-coronavirus-2019.html>} on January 11,
2020. The recommendation remains unchanged (Watch - Level 1, Practice Usual
Precautions).

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 122

1/11/2020

(5B WHO released a technical package {link<https://www.who.int/health-
topics/coronavirus>) on January 11, which included case definitions, lab guidance, and
infection protection and control. As of close of business in Beijing on January 13, WHO
had not issued any recommendations on specific health measures for travelers, nor any
travel or trade restrictions.
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1/11/2020

One patient with viral pneumonia has been confirmed dead in Wuhan, and seven others
were in critical condition.

PRC National
Health
Commission

http://en.nhc.gov
.cn/2020-
03/20/c_78021.h
tm

1/11/2020

The NHC said that China would share with the WHO information on the genome sequence
of a new-type coronavirus detected in viral pneumonia cases reported in Wuhan, after the
pathogen was identified on Jan 7.

PRC National
Health
Commission

http://en.nhe.gov
.cn/2020-
03/20/c_78021.h
tm

1/11/2020

With the private Shanghai lab having already gone public, the PRC government’s National
Health Commission shares virus genomic infermation with the WHO for the first time.

Caixin Global

Gao Yu et al., “In
Depth: How Early
Signs of a SARS-
Like Virus Were
Spotted, Spread,

1/12/2020

"[LI Wenliang] admitted to the ophthalmeclogy ward of Wuhan Central Hospital on January
12"

CCTV

http://m.news.cc
tv.com/2020/03/
19/ARTIFEQ6BNzZ5

1/12/2020

"The laboratory at the Shanghai Public Health Clinical Centre was ardered to close for
“rectification” onJanuary 12, a day after Professor Zhang Yongzhen’s team published the
genome sequence on openplatforms. It closed temporarily the following day.".... “The
centre was not given any specific reasons why the laboratory was closed for rectification.
[Wehave submitted] four reports [asking for permission] to reopen but we have not
received any replies,” asource with the centre said, requesting anonymity because of the
matter’s sensitivity....It was not clear whether the closure was related to the publishing of
the sequencing data before theauthorities....China’s National Health Commission
announced hours after the release by Zhang's team that it wouldshare the genome
sequence with the Waorld Health Organisation. It later emerged that the informationhad
been sent through the officially designated Wuhan Institute of Virology.

South China
Meorning Post

https://www.scm
p.com/news/chin
afsociety/farticle/
3052966/chinese
laboratory-first-
shared-
coronavirus-
genome-world-
ardered
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1/12/2020

(SBHH AIT reports two Taiwan Centers for Disease Control medical officers arrived in
Wuhan January 12 to carry out epidemiological investigations. Taiwan CDC confirmed to
AIT on January 13 that they will conduct site visits and learn about detection, treatment,
and preventative measures. The visit was prompted by a January 6 written request from
Taiwan CDC to the China National Health Commission, which was approved via a January
11 phone call. Taiwan CDC will hold a press conference to announce the results of the
investigation when the medical officers return from Wuhan.

AMEMBASSY
BELING

20 BEUING 122

1/12/2020

588 Separately, media reported January 12 that Hong Kong's Food and Health Bureau
Undersecretary Dr. Chui Tak-yi {the bureau's number two official) would travel to Wuhan
te receive information about the outbreak. Dr. Chuang Shuk-kwan, head of the
Communicable Disease Branch of the Centre for Health Protection, and Dr. Raymond Lai
Wai-man, Chief Infection Control Officer at the Hospital Authority, planned to accompany
him, the report said.

AMEMBASSY
BELING

20 BEUING 122

1/12/2020

5By While WHO announced in its January 12 statement that PRC health officials have
shared additional epidemiological data, officials have yet to release the information
publicly, and investigators continued to seek zoonotic information to identify the source
of the outbreak.
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Zhuang Pinghui,
“Chinese
laboratory that
first shared
Professor Zhang Yongzhen’s lab in Shanghai is closed by authorities for “rectification,” one coranavirus
day after it shared genomic sequence data with the world for the first time. “The closure SCMP, genome with
1/12/2020 |has greatly affected the scientists and their research when they should be racing against the U Inkstone  |world ordered to
clock to find the means to help put the novel coronavirus outbreak under control,” a lab News close for
sQurce says. ‘rectification’,
hindering its
Covid-19
research,” South
China Morning
5B} Embassy Bangkok reported Thailand's Ministry of Public Health {MOPH) announced
on January 13 confirmation of the first detected case outside of Wuhan (link, in
Thai<https://pr.moph.go.th/?url=pr/detail/2/04/136970/>) {ref C). As of January 12, virus
sequencing data from the specimens collected from the patient were reported to match AMEMBASSY
1/13/2020 the publicly available novel coranavirus sequence. This represents the first reported case B7758Y BEIING 20 BELING 122
of the novel coronavirus outside of Wuhan and outside of China. The 61-year-old woman
reportedly traveled from Wuhan and was detected with a fever via thermo-scan at
Suvarnabhumi Airport on January 8.
B Information about the viral pneumonia continued to be available online from major
1/13/2020 news‘ogtlets through onlir.me portals such as Sina Weibo, hqwever the on.Iine co.nver.sation . AMEMBASSY 0 BELING 122
was limited to specific topics and themes, and not present in any "trending topics" lists, BEIING
indicating that content controls about the pneumonia were in place.
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{sBtH PRC Health Officials have told WHO there have been no new cases since January 3,
and they are still reporting no evidence of human-to-human transmission. PRC officials

1/13/2020 |expanded the symptom onset date range from December 8, 2019 (previously the onset AMBEEI’:TIIT\;ZSSY 20 BEIING 122
date was December 12) to January 2, 2020 (previously the end-set date was December 31,
2019).
5BY Wuhan's airport and its three passenger train stations continued to have no illness
exit screening {e.g., fever checks) beyond the normal security screening measures {x-ray,
metal detector, and manual pat down for all departing passengers). In a January 10 AMEMBASSY
1/13/2020 |meeting (ref A), Wuhan's Public Security Bureau (PSB) told CG Wuhan RSO that while they BEUING 20 BENJING 122
had the capability to do so, there was still no need for health screening, indicating they
were not concerned about the pneumonia outbreak. As of close of business in Beijing on
January 13, the Huanan market remained closed.
Elizabeth Cheung,
“Wuhan
First coronavirus case outside of China is reported in Bangkok when a 61-year-old woman pneumania:
1/13/2020 from Wuhi':\r! t.ests positive four days a.fter landing with a fever at the airport. The patier_lt SCMP, WHO Thailand confi_rms
began exhibiting symptoms {fever, chills, sore throat, headache) three days before leaving first case outside
Wuhan. of China,” South
China Morning
Post, January 13,
https://archive.v
n/Bpnyq |
https://www.axio
1/13/2020 [First coronavirus case reported in Thailand, the first known case outside China. Axios s.com/timeline-

the-early-days-of-
chinas-
coronavirus-
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http://m.news.cc
1/14/2020 "L Wenlij':n?lg] transferred to the third ward of the Department of Respiratory and Critical ceTv tv.com/2020/03/
Care Medicine on January 14" 19/ARTIrEQ6NZS
wKzeVnNIlyBgTM
In a confidential teleconference with provincial health officials, PRC National Health “China didn’t
Commission chief Ma Xiaowei reportedly warns that the novel virus is “the most severe warn public of
challenge since SARS in 2003, and is likely to develop into a major public health event,” likely pandemic
1/14/2020 |adding that “clustered cases suggest that human-to-human transmission is possible.” Citing AP for 6 key days,”
the case reported in Thailand the day prior, Ma warns of spread overseas and during China’s The Associated
coming Lunar New Year festivities. It would be another six days before any of these official Press, April 15,
concerns are made public. 2020.
WHO tweet,
Official WHO twitter page announces: “Preliminary investigations conducted by the Chinese January 14, 2020,
1/14/2020 authorities have found no clear evidence of human-to-human transmission of the novel WHO 6:18am ET
#coronavirus {2019-nCoV) identified in #Wuhan, #China.” This is more than five weeks after (https://twitter.c
the first evidence of human-te-human transmission in Wuhan, om/WHO/status/
12170432294277
Ashley Collman,
“China spent the
crucial first days
of the Wuhan
Plainclothes police detain journalists trying to report from Wuhan's Jinyintan Hospital and Business coronavirus
1/14/2020 . . . ) ) outbreak
force them to delete their TV footage and hand in phones and cameras for inspection. Insider, NYT )
arresting people
who posted

about it online
and threatening
journalists,”
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1/15/2020

(58 The Wuhan Municipal Health Commission on January 15 announced {link, in
Chinese<http://wjw.wuhan.gov.cn/front/web/showDetail/2020011509046>) that no new novel

coronavirus (2019-nCoV) patients had been identified in the city since Posts January 13 cable (ref A).

The Municipal Health Commission has to-date reported 41 cases diagnosed with the novel
coronavirus, of which 6 cases are in severe condition, and one death. The remaining patients are
reported to be in stable condition. Authorities also reported a total of 763 close contacts of the
patients have been monitored, with 313 still under medical observation. There are still no reported
cases of the novel coronavirus among these close contacts of the patients or among healthcare
workers. These numbers reported by the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission do not seem to
include the cases reported from Thailand and Japan... In a January 15 Q&A (link, in
Chinese<http://wjw.wuhan.gov.cn/front/web/showDetail/2020011509040=) posted to the Wuhan
Municipal Health Commission website, health authorities said that two of the 41 cases were clustered
in the same family. A husband employed in the Huanan market (refs A-C) first developed the disease
and his wife later showed symptoms. The wife said she had not visited the market. The health
officials acknowledged the possibility of limited human-to-human transmission. In the same Q&A,
officials noted that close contacts of the patients were placed under observation for 14 days. They
also shared limited epidemiological information, noting that most patients were male, that most
were middle-aged and/or elderly, and that older patients and those with underlying conditions
were more likely to progress to severe conditions. The officials reported some patients said they
had not been to the Huanan market; however, this was not quantified and there was no
information on other potential exposures they may have had. Officials also said that investigators
had not yet identified the source of the infection.

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUING 142

1/15/2020

58 A Western doctor practicing in Wuhan for over six years told CG Wuhan personnel on
January 15 that his information regarding the novel coronavirus is consistent with what
Chinese health officials had announced: All infected patients have been adults, most cases
were connected to the Huanan market, some patients had pre-existing conditions, and
some patients exhibited two-day incubation periods.
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1/15/2020

(5B Embassy Beijing HHS and CDC officers continue to urge PRC health officials to share
epidemiologic data to help the U.5. and global health experts assess the risk of human-to-
human transmission and implement appropriate preparedness actions for this novel
pathogen. OnJanuary 15, embassy officers submitted a detailed written request for
epidemiological information to the National Health Commission. The Health Commission
responded that it had passed the request to the appropriate experts and would respond in
due course.

AMEMBASSY
BELING

20 BEUING 142

1/15/2020

58483 On January 15, Embassy Beijing and Consulate General Wuhan officers notified the
PRCs National Immigration Administration, along with health, quarantine, and Wuhan
government officials, that the United States will enhance screening of passengers
traveling from Wuban to the three U.S. airports that receive the majority of passenger
flights from Wuhan (SFO, LAX, and IFK). PRC counterparts requested that Mission China
continue to notify them of any future related health notices. As a courtesy, CG Wuhan
personnel notified Hubei Foreign Affairs Office American and Oceanian Affairs Division Chief
Hu lian of plans for increased health screening at the three U.S. airports. He had no
substantive response.

AMEMBASSY
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1/15/2020

{5BtH The Chinese national (refs A, D} infected with the novel coranavirus who was
discovered in Thailand has been interviewed by Thai Ministry of Public Health (MOPH)
officials. As hospital officials did not have personnel at that time who could speak
Chinese, Embassy Beijings CDC office provided translated questions, including Wuhan-
specific questions, at the request of the CDC Thai office. The patient reported she had not
been to the Huanan market, raising questions about the source of the virus and risk of
human-to-human transmission. She also said she had begun to show symptoms in Wuhan
on January 5 but proceeded to travel to Thailand on January 8. Suvarnabhumi Airport
health screening detected her fever via thermo-scan.The woman said that while she had
never shopped at the ¢losed Huanan market, she had gone to two other markets. CG
Wuhan personnel visited the two markets. Duoluokou Market is known for selling building
supplies, fruit, and dry goods {grains). ConOff did not observe any live animals or fresh
meat. Vendors told ConOff the market did not sell either, and that following the
pneumonia outbreak, authorities had prohibited selling live animals in general. The second
market, known locally known as Qiackou Market, is frequented by a CG Wuhan employee
who shops there regularly. He said it had no live or exotic animals. ConOff did not observe
anyone at either markets wearing surgical masks or other protective clothing.

AMEMBASSY
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https://www.cdc,
1/15/2020 The patient who becomes the first confirmed U.S. case leaves Wuhan and arrives in the U U.S.CDC |gov/media/releas
U.S., carrying the coronavirus. Newsroom |es/2020/p0121-
novel-
5By CG Wuhan personnel observed exit screening measures in place and active at
Wuhans airport on January 16 (see Figure 1)}, in contrast to prior visits which showed no
observable health exit screening. In a January 10 meeting (refs A-B}, Wuhan Public Security AMEMBASSY
1/16/2020 u//seur 20 BEIJING 142
/16/ Bureau (PSB} contacts told CG Wuhan RSO that while the PSB had the capability, there was / BEIING
no need at that time for health exit screening. CG Wuhan is working to confirm with the
PSB whether additional exit health screening has been implemented.
. . . . . AMEMBASSY
1/16/2020 (58 Hankou Train Station, at least, still had no exit screening as of January 16. bHSBY BELING 20 BEUING 142
{sBtH Health officials in Japan reported a case of novel coronavirus (link, in
Japanese<https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_08906.html>) on January 16. The case is a
30-year-old man who traveled to Wuhan and lives in Kanagawa Prefecture, which is
adjacent to Tokyo. While in Wuhan, he developed a fever on January 3, traveled back to
Japan on January 6, visited a hospital the same day, and was hospitalized with pneumonia AMEMBASSY
1/16/2020 bHSBY 20 BEUJING 142
/16/ on January 10. He did not report having visited the Huanan market, but did report contact BEIING

with a patient with pneumaonia. He was diagnosed with the novel caronavirus on January
15 and discharged from the hospital the same day as his condition had improved. The
Thailand and Japan cases could be vital sources of hiclogical and epidemiological data on
the virus as they are the only cases outside the control of PRC authorities.
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{583 WHO contacts on January 16 confirmed to Embassy Beijing that PRC health officials
had provided some information to WHO within the framework of International Health

1/16/2020 Regfjl.ations (I.HR) r'epor'ting. However, the information was Iimited.in scope an(.:l W AMEMBASSY 0 BELING 142
additional epidemiological data would be necessary to answer persistent questions BEUING
related to the source of the novel coronavirus and the risk of human-to-human
transmission.
(B Wuhan health authorities reported that there are preliminary positive environmental
specimens from the Huanan market. According to a media briefing
(link<http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/news-perspective/2020/01/second-family-cluster-found- AMEMBASSY
1/16/2020 |wuhan-novel-coronavirus-outbreak>} with a Hong Kong expert (ref A}, samples collected BASBY BELING 20 BEJING 142
from the seafood section of the market tested positive. However, per this expert, seafood
is an unlikely source and experts are therefore exploring other animal socurces. The extent
of environmental sampling occurring in other markets in Wuhan is unknown.
584 Thailand's Ministry of Public Health announced January 17 that it had confirmed a
second patient, a 74-year-old Chinese National who arrived in Thailand January 12, was
infected with the novel coronavirus {ref A}). Media reported January 17 additional AMEMBASSY
1/17/2020 |suspected cases in Vietnam {link<https://www asiaone.com/singapore/3rd-suspected- 5By BELING 20 BEIJING 164
wuhan-virus-case-detected-singapore-man-isolated-precaution>) and Singapore
{link<https://www.asiaone.com/singapore/3rd-suspected-wuhan-virus-case-detected-
singapore-man-isclated-precaution=). None have been confirmed.
PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
1/17/2020 |A second patient with coronavirus-related pneumonia has been confirmed dead in Wuhan. U Health -€n/2020-
Commission 03/20/c_78021.h

tm
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(5BHH A CG Wuhan Officer flying internationally out of Wuhan's airport January 18 observed
automated health checkpoints that were monitored by one person (figure 1}. A medical
1/18/2020 team near the e‘ntran.ce to the airport is alsc.n in place, although ConGenOff obser\a.'ed the 9y AMEMBASSY 0 BELING 166
personnel sleeping (figure 2). Aboard the flight to San Francisco, passengers received U.S. BEIING
medical forms. Once landed, U.S. personnel at the airport checked passenger temperatures
on the gangway.
Annual Wuhan Lunar New Year banquet. Tens of thousands of people gathered for a
1/18/2020 | MU Yuhan tunar Rew vear banquet. tens v people g U Thestar | _
potluck. https://archive.v
https://archive.v
n/Bpnyq |
https://www.axio
1/18/2020 [The Wuhan Health Commission announces four new cases. U Axios s.com/timeline-
the-early-days-of-
chinas-
corgnavirus-
Li Yuan, “China
silences critics
1/18/2020 [Wuhan hosts mass “potluck” banquet of 40,000 families in attempt to break world record, U NYT .
over deadly virus
outbreak,” New
Jeramy Page et
al., “How It All
Started: China’
Wuhan Municipal Health Commission announces new cases of the virus for the first time arte |na. >
] ) ) Early Coronavirus
since before January 5. The announcement comes after the close of the five-day meeting of . .,
1/18/2020 , . ] . _ L ; U WS, NYT  |Missteps,” Wall
Wuhan’s Communist Party-controlled People’s Congress, during which officials made daily Street Journal
claims of no new cases, no human-human transmission, and no infected medical workers. urnas
March 6, 2020.
Amy Qin,
“China’s Leader,
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1/19/2020

B Guangdong Province's Health Commission announced January 19 one new confirmed
case has been identified in the province (link, in
Chinese<http://wsjkw.gd.gov.cn/zwyw_ygxx/content/post_2876057.html>). The patient is
a 66-year-old male who lives in Shenzhen city and had visited Wuhan. He developed a fever
January 3 in Wuhan, returned to Shenzhen January 4, and was admitted to the hospital
January 11. Shenzhen health officials sent specimens to the China CDC January 18 and
confirmed the infection January 19. Shenzhen health officials sent specimens to the China
CDC January 18 and confirmed the infection January 19. The patient was reported in
stable condition. The Beijing Daxing District Municipal Health Commission announced
January 20 on its official WeiBo account that two cases had been confirmed in Beijing {link,
in Chinese<https://www.weibo.com/dxwsjs?is_hot=1>}). NHC officials also confirmed the
cases to Embassy Beijing CDC officers. The Beijing patients had also travelled to Wuhan.
The Daxing District Health Commission statement said that the patients showed no
respiratory symptoms and were reported in stable condition. The Shenzhen and Beijing
cases mark the first reported cases in China located outside Wuhan.
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"Why Wild
. . . . Animals Are A
"Zhong Nanshan, director of the China State Key Laboratory of Respiratory Disease and a )
world expert on the Sars virus, said after a visit to Wuhan that the source of the new type KEY Ingredient In
. . China's
coronavirus was probably fram wildlife, such as bamboo rats or badgers. "The outbreak Coronavirus
1/20/2020 |concentrated in two districts in Wuhan, where there are big seafood markets," Zhong said U 0sc Outbreak”, Hong
in an interview with state broadcaster CCTV on Monday. "While they are called seafood Kong Soutf’1 China
markets, many vendors are selling game. According to preliminary epidemiological analysis, Morning Post
the virus is probably transmitted from wildlife [at the markets] to humans." " L )
Online in English
1345 GMT 22 Jan
{584 Embassy Beijing HHS has requested a meeting for January 20 with the National
Health Commission (NHC) to discuss the PRC releasing additional epidemiological data.
1/20/2020 (This follows a January 15 written request to the NHC for detailed epidemiological BAASBY AMBEEIT:II?\;ZSSY 20 BEUJING 164
information {ref B}. Responses from NHC to the written request and meeting request are
pending.
5B Embassy Beijing HHS had previously requested a meeting for January 20 with the NHC
to discuss the PRC releasing additional epidemiclogical data (ref A). The request followed a
January 15 written request to the NHC for detailed epidemiological information {refs A-B).
The NHC responded January 20 that they were too busy addressing the outbreak to have a
meeting with Embassy personnel an January 20, but NHC did expect WHO to hold a meeting AMEMBASSY
1/20/2020 [to disserninate information to the United States and other countries this week in Beijing. BHSBY BELING 20 BEUING 166
Embassy officers noted that the inability to meet is understandable given the newly
developing circurmnstances related to the outbreak. NHC suggested that the U.S. Embassy
engage with WHO to learn details of the outbreak. {Note: The newly implemented U.S.
screening and potential for confirmed cases in the United States may allow coordination
with PRC health investigators on epidemiological data, contact tracing, etc. End Note.)
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1/20/2020

(584 Embassy Beijing is preparing a DipNote to the MFA requesting the PRC to provide all
available outhreak information to WHO and to support WHO making the information
available te all member states. The DipNote will acknowledge that the NHC has shared
epidemiologic data with WHO according to the International Health Regulations, but will
note that publicly available epidemiological data is currently insufficient to properly
assess risk. The DipNote will also note that in the event a case of 2019n-CoV infection is
identified in a Chinese national through U.S. airport screening, the United States will
promptly notify the NHC, and also request that Embassy Beijing be notified should the
NHC identify a U.S. citizen infected with 2019n-CoV in China.

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUJING 166

1/20/2020

584HH Global Times<http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-01/20/c_138721535.htm>
promised that the Chinese government will react to this outbreak in a more timely manner
than it did with SARS, and advised<https://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1177345.shtml>
the Chinese public to look to Chinese media sources-and avoid getting caught up in foreign
media sources’ hyperbole.
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Jeremy Page et
1/20/2020 PR(F .state media ‘pu.blish first public remarks from Xi Jinping about the virus, ordering U WS al., “How It.AII
officials to contain it. Started: China’s
Early Coronavirus
"Why Wild
Shi Zhengli, a researcher with the Wuhan Institute of Virology at the Chinese Academy of Animals Are A
Sciences, said the real problem was in people's behaviour, rather than with the animals. Key Ingredient In
1/20/2020 , i ) , . . U 0sC ;
"The simplest way to prevent such infectious diseases is to stay away from wildlife, say no China's
to game, avoid their habitats and livestock and farms mixing with wildlife," Shi said. Coronavirus
Cutbreak", Hong
https://archive.v
n/Bpnyq |
https://www.axio
1/20/2020 [The first case announced in South Korea. U Axios s.com/timeline-
the-early-days-of-
chinas-
corgnavirus-
https://archive.v
n/Bpnyq |
Zhong Nanshan, a top Chinese doctor who is helping to coordinate the coronavirus i https://}va?f.amo
1/20/2020 . U Axios s.com/timeline-
response, announces thevirus can be passed between people
the-early-days-of-
chinas-
COronavirus-
(B On social media, it appeared that censorship controls placed on topics related to the
virus were lifted on Sina Weibo, and three of the top five topics on the Weibo Hot Topics
page were related to the Wuhan Coronavirus. In total, the three topics generated 145 AMEMBASSY
1/21/2020 millien views and 362,000 conversations. Comments on social media conveyed concern B7/584 BEIJING Z0BEUING 174
about the new coronavirus and appealed to others to practice safe habits and to protect
themselves and others.
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1/21/2020

584 CDC stated that although the Chinese media has reported that there are documented
cases of novel {2019-nCoV) coronaviruses being transmitted from human to human contact,
based on the currently available data, CDC characterizes the situation as limited human to
human transmission and it is unclear how efficiently this virus is spreading. CDC has
mobilized their Emergency Operations Center and issued a level 1 travel health watch which
recommends that individuals to be aware of the novel (2019-nCoV) coronavirus, avoid
contact with animals alive or dead, animal markets, and contact with sick people, use good
hygiene practices, but does not recommend avoiding travel to China. CDC stated that
airports in San Francisco, Los Angeles and New York City, which handle 75% of all Wuhan
passengers entering the U.S., are monitoring persons coming into the U.S. from Wuhan.
CDC stated that with only 4 deaths out of 218 cases, the novel {2019-nCoV) coronavirus has
a lower morality rate compared to other respiratory infections such as SARS or influenza
and that severe infection with the navel {2019-nCaV) coronavirus has been observed more
frequently in elderly persons with multiple medical comorbidities.
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1/21/2020

(58+H China
Daily<https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/21/W55e25f5hea310128217272565.html>

reported that Premier Li Kegiang issued instructions on Monday urging local governments
to identify, report, isolate, and treat patients in a timely manner and to promptly and
objectively release information about disease prevention and control.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEIJING 174

1/21/2020

5Bt Dr. Zhong Nanshan (ref B), famous among the Chinese public for his work during the
2003 SARS epidemic and for speaking out against the PRC response at the time, said at a
January 21 press conference

(link<https://www. scmp.com/news/china/society/article/3047087/china-has-been-
transparent-about-wuhan-outbreak-virus-expert>) that he did not believe the PRC had
concealed information regarding the outbreak.

AMEMBASSY
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1/21/2020

{§8t3 Embassy Beijing delivered a DipNote January 21 to the MFA requesting the PRC to
provide all available outhreak information to WHO and to support WHO making the
information available to all member states {ref A). The DipNote acknowledged that the
NHC has shared epidemiologic data with WHO according to the International Health
Regulations, but noted that publicly available epidemiclogical data is currently insufficient
to properly assess risk. The DipNote also addressed notification procedures for notifying
the Embassy should U.S. citizens be identified as infected with 2019-nCoV in China and
vice versa,

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUJING 174

1/21/2020

(SBHH Media also reported about the eight task
forces<https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/21/WS$5e2663f7231012821727278a.html
> set up in Wuhan, pledging that the city would promptly and objectively release
information about disease prevention and control.
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“Mission
WHO delegation concludes a two-day field visit to Wuhan, notes that “Data collected summary: WHO
1/21/2020 (through detailed epidemiological investigation and through the deployment of the new test U WHO Field Visit to
kit nationally suggests that human-to-human transmission is taking place in Wuhan.” Wuhan, China 20-
21 January
"Why Wild
"According to official reports, as of 11pm Wednesday, the previously unknown coronavirus Animals Are A
had killed 17 people and infected 541 athers. Key Ingredient In
1/22/2020 Most of the infections and all of the deaths were in Hubei province where Wuhan is located, U oSC China's
including 375 in the city itself. Many worked or lived near Huanan Wholesale Seafocd Coronavirus
Market, which experts believe is the source of the outbreak, with the virus jJumping from Outbreak", Hong
wild animals on sale there." Kang South China
Morning Post
B HHS stated that on the morning of January 22, the World Health Organization {WHO)
will convene an Emergency Committee meeting to determine whether the outbreak
constitutes a Public Health Emergency of International Concern {PHEIC). CDC expert
personnel will participate in this meeting. HHS has previously requested epidemiological AMEMBASSY
1/22/2020 (infarmation on the Navel {2019-nCoV} Coronavirus and hope the Chinese government will bHSBY BELING 20 BEUJING 186
provide it at today's WHO meeting. CDC stated the Chinese government has increased its
reporting of Novel {2019-nCoV) Coronavirus information and that each province is now
publishing daily the number of suspected or confirmed Novel (2019-nCoV) Coronavirus
cases.
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5Bt CDC and HHS briefed both EACs and stated that CDC raised their travel watch from a
Level 1 to alert Level 2. The Level 2 travel alert does not warn persons to avoid travel to
China, but does encourage elderly or those with underlying medical conditions people to
consult with their healthcare providers prior to coming to Wuhan and stresses that persons
avoid contact with dead animals and use good hygiene habits. CDC did state in their
warning that Novel {2019-nCoV} Coronavirus is spreading from human to human contact,
but is unclear how easily the virus spreads between people. CDC stated that airport AMEMBASSY
1/22/2020 [monitoring of persons coming to the U.S. from Wuhan will expand to five U.S. airports {(San | H#5BY BELING 20 BEIJING 186
Francisco, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York and Atlanta) by the end of the week and that all

passengers coming to the U.S. from Wuhan will be channeled into one of these airports as
their first arrival point into the U.S. Passengers coming to the U.S. on non-direct flights from
Wuhan will be re-routed so they will enter via one of these five airports. CDC stated that
unlike influenza, coronaviruses in general are transmittable after symptoms arise, not
before. More data on the transmission dynamics of 2019-nCoV is needed to confirm
whether that is true for this virus.
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"Nearly all 2019-nCoV cases in China have links to Wuhan, as do all cases exported to other https://www.cidr
countries, which yesterday prompted China to take the unprecedented aggressive step to Center for ap.umn.edu/new
ban all travel in and out of Wuhan. Today similar bans were ordered for five more Chinese Infectious s-
cities, all of them also located in Hubei province. They are Huanggang, Ezhou, Chibi, Lichuan, ) perspective/2020
1/23/2020 i i o ] U Disease
and Xiantao, according to a BBC report. The cities under lockdown—excluding Research & /01/who-holds-
Wuhan—have a total population of more than 10 million people, and the maove comes just Policy NCov-emergency-
days befare China's Lunar New Year haoliday... It noted that Chinese officials have banned all declaration-cases-
movement in and out of Wuhan, which is one of the country's major transportation hubs." soar
"The World Health Organization (WHO) today, in another split decision, held off on
declaring a public health emergency of international concern {(PHEIC) in response ta China's https:/fwww.cidr
novel coronavirus {2019-nCoV) outbreak, as lockdowns were ordered for five mare Chinese Center for ap.umn.edu/new
cities, part of an unprecedented step to slow the spread of the virus... The WHO's Infectious s-
1/23/2020 emergency committee met yesterday but delayed making a PHEIC recommendation after U Disease perspective/2020
learning about China's Wuhan travel ban, The group also said they needed more Research & /01/who-holds-
information about disease severity and transmission among humans. Also 1n its Policy ncov-emergency-

deliberations today, the experts made some temporary recommendations, including an
international expert mission to China to review and support the investigation that will
probe, among other key factors, the animal source of the outbreak."

declaration-cases-
sgar
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1/23/2020

584 China received mixed reviews over its initial emergency response to COVID-19, ranging from
praise from the World Health Organization {WHO) for its "unprecedented” containment efforts, to
domestic criticism over delayed risk communication. In reference to the Wuhan lockdown, a senior
official at an international humanitarian aid organization told ESTHOff that the PRC initially reacted
like it had never dealt with an epidemic, suggesting the primary reasons for its stunted response
were a lack of clarity on areas of responsibility following the government reshuffle, and central
government intervention. The aid official said the PRC decision to seal off Wuhan on January 23
came too late as 5 million people had already left the city for the Chinese New Year. [Note: Other
health officials noted that the containment measures helped slow transmission. Prominent Chinese
epidemiologist Zhong Nanshan publicly claimed the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases would have
tripled if China had not implemented these severe control measures. The WHO stated that PRC
containment measures were "buying the world time" to handle the outbreak. End Note.]

{584 At the beginning of the COVID-19 outbreak, Chinese government ministries appeared slightly
confused about their emergency response functions, noted the aid official. NHC and MEM were
still adjusting to their new responsibilities, the official observed, and fell short in emergency
preparedness and response capabilities. Although the PRC was actively seeking supplies and aid
needed to respond to the outbreak, the aid organization said that the NGOs the government
designated to receive international donations appeared to be completely oblivious to international
standards for making such requests. The aid organization worked closely with the designated NGOs
to develop standards for requesting contributions, such as including the type, quantity, and
expected expiration dates for medicine and other emergency supplies. The aid official was
surprised to find NHC initially scrambling to create clear standard operating procedures for their
emergency response. NHC also rushed in setting nationwide standards for personal protective
equipment (PPE], medicine, medical equipment, and consumable goods, lamented the aid official.
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Jeremy Page et
1/23/2020 Chinese author.itiesr. lock down Wu‘han, afFer letting sFJme five million people leave the city U WS al., “How It.AII}
without screening in the weeks prior, amid the growing outbreak. Started: China’s
Early Coronavirus
Jin Wu et al.,
NYT estimates seven million people left between Jan. 1 and Jan. 23. Before the lockdown, "IHowutse Virus
some 900 people flew from Wuhan to New York City per month on average, while some N
1/23/2020 . ) U NYT Got Out,” The
2,200 flew to Sydney and 15,000 to Bangkok (site of the first overseas case of the novel New York Times
coronavirus in mid-January). Some 85% of infected travelers went undetected. March 22, 2020.
https://archive.v
n/Bpnyq |
. ) . ) https://www.axio
Wuhan and three other cities are put on lockdown. Right around this time, approximately 5 i L
1/23/2020 | . L ) . U Axios s.com/timeline-
millien people leavethe city without being screened for the illness.
the-early-days-of-
chinas-
corgnavirus-
&8 Chinas National Health Commission {NHC) reported that as of January 24, 444 new
cases had been confirmed, with the total number of confirmed cases now up to 1,287 AMEMBASSY
1/24/2020 ({link<http://www.nhc.gov.cnfyjb/s7860/202001/a7cf0437d1324aed%cc1b890b8ee29eb.5ht | HFSBY BELING 20 BENING 204
ml=, in Chinese}. Thirty of Chinas 31 provincial-level territories now have confirmed cases.
The number of reported deaths is 41,
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https://www.the
tar. .
sz 143010 Core el el e e ol it ilensfpesre |y | s ooz
y y ) 02/06/wuhan-
neighbourhood-
https://www.chic
agotribune.com/
China extends the lockdown to cover 36 million people and starts to rapidly build a new chicago nation-world/ct-
1/24/2020 |hospital in Wuhan.From this point, very strict measures continue to be implemented around U Tribuﬁe nw-china-
the country for the rest of theepidemic. coronavirus-
wuhan-china-
20200124-
http: .nhc.
Hubei upgraded its public health emergency response from Level |l to Level |. Other PRC National cn?Z/O/;g nnc-gov
1/24/2020 |provincial-level regions, such as Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, Chongqing, Guangdong, Zhejiang, U Health '
. . . S o 03/20/c_78021.h
Hunan, and Anhui have also activated the top-level response to the epidemic situation. Commission m
Yasmeen
Abutaleb et al,
Officials in Beijing prevent the Wuhan Institute of Virology from sharing sample isolates of ”T:eaUeS (:vaas
1/24/2020 [the novel coronavirus with the University of Texas biocontainment lab, overruling an initial U WP beset b Ide ol
ni
agreement by the Wuhan lab to share these samples. y )
and dysfunction
as the
http: .nhc.
The country is mobilizing medical resources nationwide to aid Wuhan and control the PRC National tt;)zglsg nhe.gov
.cn -
1/24/2020 |epidemic. The first group of 135 medical workers from hospitals in Shanghai flew to Wuhan U Health
. o 03/20/c_78021.h
on the night of Jan 17. Commission tm
Chaolin Huang et
1/24/2020 The Lancet publishes a study noting that the first novel coronavirus case in Wuhan had no U Lancet al., “Clinical

connection to the Huanan seafood market.

features of
patients infected
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(S8tH China CDC Vice-Director Feng Zijian said during a January 27 TV news appearance that
persons infected 20159-nCoV are estimated to infect more persons than those infected with
SARS virus in 2003 {link<http://www.caixin.com/2020-01-28/101508973 . html>). Feng

estimated the Ro for 2019-nCoV at between 2 and 3 [Note: This Ro indicates that on AMEMBASSY
1/27/2020 =" ne roto 'CoV at between 2 and 3 [Note: This Ro indic oo 20 BENING 216
average an infected person is estimated to transmit the virus to 2-3 others. In the early BEIIING
stages of an outbreak, the estimated Ro can be overestimated because of challenges with
establishing an accurate papulation denominator. End note.]. Feng also noted that people
of all ages are susceptible to infection.
{5BtH The NHC, NHC Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention, China CDC, and MFA briefed
1/27/2020 the di;:‘vlomatic.community and represeptati\‘fes of intfernational organ.izationsjanuary 27. AMEMBASSY 20 BELIING 214
The briefers said that the PRC had provided information openly and timely to WHO and that BEIING
beginning January 27 the NHC will broadcast daily live press briefings.
{U) President Xi's remarks that China will "rely on the people to win the battle against the
novel coronavirus" were widely amplified on major outlets such as
Xinhua<http://www .xinhuanet.com/english/2020-01/27/c_138737535.htm> and People's
1/27/2020 DaiIy<:1'.ctp://politic'.s.people.com.crj/n 1/2020/0128./c1£.)2.4-31563377.html>. Xi saifi all AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 216
must "firm up confidence, stay united and take scientific and targeted measures in BEIING
epidemic prevention and control to allow the Party flag 'fly high at the frontline of the
battleground." The remarks from Xi were described as an instruction to all CPC members
and officials.
http: .nhc.
China extended the Spring Festival holiday to Feb 2 and postponed school openings, while PRC National cn?ZIC]/:E? nhe.gov
1/27/2020 [transport restrictions were adopted in various areas to further contain the coronavirus Health '
. , . 03/20/c_78021.h
epidemic. Caommission

tm
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http://en.nh¢.gov

China's top economic planner allocated a total of 300 million yuan to support Wuhan's PRC National en/2020
1/27/2020 |battle against the novel coronavirus. Chinese authorities also boosted financial aid for Health )
. . L . o 03/20/c_78021.h
medical treatment of confirmed or suspected coronavirus-infected patients. Commission m
http: .nhc.
Premier Li Keqgiang called for speeding up the construction of the makeshift hospital of PRC National cn?Z/O/;g nnc-gov
1/27/2020 (Huoshenshan for treating patients infected with the novel coronavirus in his inspection to Health '
o 03/20/c_78021.h
Wuhan. Commission
tm
Josh Chin,
Wuhan Mayor Zhou Xianwang says that rules imposed by Beijing limited what he could “Wuhan Mayor
1/27/2020 |disclose about the threat posed by the virus: “As a local government official, after | get this WSJ Says Beijing Rules
kind of information | still have to wait for authorization before | can release it.” Partially
Responsible for
58483 An Embassy Beijing CDC officer met informally late January 28 with the visiting
WHO delegation led by Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus following his meeting with
President Xi. The WHO delegation reported that the meeting with President Xi went well
and that there is full support for WHO engagement with China to help stop the 2019-nCoV
outbreak. WHO leaders plan to coordinate international expert involvement in the effort AMEMBASSY
1/28/2020 . P . . P 20 BEUJING 218
and expressed strong interest in having U.5. CDC experts be part of the effort. The PRC BENING

National Health Commission January 29 contacted HHS to extend their welcome to U.S.
experts joining WHO in the expert group to work together with Chinese counterparts in
the ongoing 2019-nCoV prevention and contrel effort. More details are farthcoming, and
Post will report developments in future cables.
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1/28/2020

{5B4H China National Health Commissioner Ma Xiaowei said on January 28 that recent
clinical evidence has shown that transmissibility of the 2019-nCoV virus "appears to be
strengthening." Ma said further clinical analysis is needed to evaluate the pathogenicity
of the virus. Meanwhile, Dr. Zhong Nanshan told People’s Daily in an interview that he
predicted the outbreak would reach its peak within one week to 10 days
{link<https://m.weibo.cn/status/44658586107857507>). [Note: Dr. Zhong is renowned
among the Chinese public for his work during the 2003 SARS epidemic and was formerly
president of the Chinese Medical Association (CMA). End note.]
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1/28/2020

(5847 China's government has not put out a formal request for donations or assistance,
although there are signs that the PRC could be willing to request the assistance of U.S.
CDC, perhaps under the direction of the WHO. Prior to the 2015-nCoV outbreak, the PRC
does not appear to have had a system in place to manage international donations of
medical supplies. The Chinese government is requiring all international donations to be
channeled through the Red Cross Society of China (RSRC) and/or Wuhan Red Cross, which
are responsible for facilitating logistics, including: clearing customs, distribution, and
tracking. (Note: A local contact expressed doubts that the Wuhan Red Cross has the
bandwidth and English language fluency to manage international donations of this
magnitude. End note.) About six U.S. companies contacted FCS Beijing to express interest
in contributing to relief efforts. FedEx told Post that, working with a U.5.-based NGO
partner, Direct Relief International, it was sending a flight to Guangzhou on January 27 with
supplies that meet China's National Health Commission guidelines. FedEx said that the
Wuhan Red Cross was too overwhelmed to coordinate delivery of supplies, so FedEx had
worked with the RSRC to arrange delivery. FedEx said that the RCSC has been extremely
helpful and that contacts there had excellent English-language skills. The RCSC has a
specialist to assist with customs clearance on arrival and Chinese customs has assured
FedEx that the supplies will be able to enter China duty free and unimpeded.

AMEMBASSY
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1/28/2020

(5BHH Consulate Wuhan closed its facility at 12:58 PM January 28.
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1/28/2020

{5BHH Dean of the Institute of Pathogenic Biology at the Chinese Academy of Medical
Sciences, Jin Qi, said on January 28, "There is already substantial research showing that bats
are the source of 2019-nCoV, but it is still unclear what the intermediate medium for
transmitting the disease was" {link<http://www.sohu.com/a/369295948_162522>}.
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{5BH HHS Secretary Azar called PRC NHC Health Minister Ma on January 28 to push for
the PRC to allow U.S5. CDC investigators to participate in the 2019-nCoV response in China.
Secretary Azrar separately gave the same message to WHO Director-General Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreysus, who i rrently in China for meetings with political and health AMEMBASSY
1/28/2020 ysus, Who Is currently in Lhina ic INgs With political anc 20 BENING 216
leaders. [Note: It is possibly that the PRC may invite UW.S. CDC assistance to China through BEIIING
a WHO response mechanism. End Note]. The offer for technical assistance follows up on
previous offers made to the PRC by U.S. CDC Director Redfield January 6 {ref M) and
Ambassador Branstad January 22 {ref E). Post will report any substantive responses,
{U) Xinhua commentary<http://www xinhuanet.com/politics/2020-
01/28/c_1125506610.htm> on 1/28 stressed openness and transparency, calling out
rumors, and that the CPC will step up efforts to share information. People's Daily
commentary<http://opinion.people.com.cn/n1/2020/0128/¢1003-31563376.html> on 1/28 AMEMBASSY
1/28/2020 |COmMentary<http://opinion.peop -cn/n1/2020/0128/¢1003-3156 / 20 BEUING 216
said, "the safety of people’s lives and their health shall come first" echoing the CPC central BEIIING
committee from over the weekend. China
Daily<http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202001/27/WS5e2e¢097231012821727365b.html>
also amplified Xi's remarks and said Xi called for unity against the coronavirus.
http: .nhc.
. . . . PRC National ttp://en.nhe.gov
1/28/2020 Qver 190,000 police officers were dispatched across China to ensure road safety and Health .cnf2020-
transpertation support to the epidemic prevention and control during the holiday. . 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
http: .nhc.
The traffic management bureau of the Ministry of Public Security released a notification, PRC National tt;)zglsg nnc-gov
.cn -
1/28/2020 |urging the public to limit road travel amid intensifying efforts to battle the novel Health
. . 03/20/c_78021.h
coronavirus outbreak. Commission

tm
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1/31/2020

(5BHH Following NHC's signaling their welcome of CDC participation in the 2019-nCoV
response through WHO, CDC China country office immediately engaged with the WHO
China Country Office to establish a framework for adding CDC technical experts to the
WHO China Country Team. One Beijing-based CDC expert is positioned to engage
immediately and additional CDC headquarters experts are being identified and prepared
for deployment. On January 31 Ambassador Branstad and HHS Secretary Azar had a phone
call to discuss the situation on the ground in China. Secretary Azar noted the importance
of U.S. experts being part of a WHO response team to China but also emphasized the need
for more information to be provided by the Chinese government, especially related to the
incubation period of the virus and human-to-human transmission data and any evidence
of asymptomatic transmission. The Ambassador reiterated his continued dedication to
raising these issues at the highest levels of the Chinese government and his focus on
protecting the health and safety of all Mission China staff and American citizens in China.

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUING 234

1/31/2020

85— In January, renowned Chinese scientist Li Ning was sentenced to 12 years in prison
for selling experimental animals in local markets for personal gain.

ulseG

AMEMBASSY
BEIING

20 BEUING 365

Acclaimed author and Wuhan resident Fang Fang writes online, “How many people have
died in Wuhan and their families destroyed? . . . But so far not a single person has said sorry
or taken responsibility. I've even seen a writer use the phrase ‘complete victory'. What are

Helen Davidson,
“Chinese writer
faces online

1/31/2020 u The Guardian |backlash
/31 they talking about?” Her “Wuhan Diary” writings become an increasing target of scorn € luardian backiash over
, . . . Wuhan lockdown
online, backed by state media outlets, in a campaign she says recalls the Cultural diary,” The
Revolution. ,
Guardian, April
In a direct interview with Dr. Li Wenliang conducted by the New York Times shortly before www.nytimes.co
his death, Li stated m/2020/2/07/wo
1/31/2020 ’ ' U NY Times |rld/asia/L-

"If the officials had disclosed information about the epidemic earlier, | think it would have
been a lotbetter. There should be more openness and transparency."

Wenliang-china-

coronavirus.html
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PRC state media criticize the U.S. travel advisory urging citizens not to travel to China due to

“China criticizes
‘unfriendly US

1/31/2020 |health concerns. PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs claims the U.S. action is “certainly not a Xinhua comments’ amid
gesture of goodwill.” fight against
novel coronavirus
U.S. shuts down entry from China for non-Americans. By this time, outbreaks were alread Jin Wu etal,
1/31/2020 | S yre _ i ‘ y NYT  |“How the Virus
growing in at least 30 cities across 26 countries. »
Got Out,” The
_— , ) ) o , , http://en.nhc.gov
Authorities in Hubei announced that the Spring Festival holiday in the province would be PRC National en/2020
2/1/2020 |extended to Feb 13 to curb the virus spread. All schools in the province would postpone the Health )
. . . o 03/20/c_78021.h
opening of the new semester until further notice. Commission tm
http: .nhc.
o _ PRC National | tP#//€n-nhc.gov
Premier Li Kegiang called for greater efforts to speed up the manufacturing and secure the .cn/2020-
2/1/2020 . . . . Health
supply of key medical products to help curb the epidemic caused by the novel coronavirus. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
“China opposes
2/1/2020 Referring to travel restrictions, PRC Foreign Minister Wang Yi tells his Indian counterpart CGTN some countries’
that China “opposes certain countries’ actions that are creating tension and causing panic.” actions that
create tension
http: .nhc.
_ _ _ _ - PRC National | tP+//€n-nhc.gov
2/2/2020 A makeshift hospital of Huoshenshan Hospital was delivered after a 10-day construction in Health .cnf2020-
Wuhan to treat the infected. L 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
http: .nhc.
L N - - PRC National | tP//&n-nhc.gov
China's finance authorities at all levels had allocated 47 billion yuan as of midnight Feb 2 for .cnf2020-
2/2/2020 , . Health
the coronavirus prevention and control work, L 03/20/¢_78021.h
Commission
tm
http: .nhc.
The headquarters for the control and treatment of the epidemic caused by the novel PRC National cn?ZIC]/:E? nnc-gov
2/2/2020 |coronavirus in Hubei announced that it would conduct centralized isolation of all suspected Health '
. . o 03/20/¢_78021.h
infection cases. Cammission

tm
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WIV study of full-length genome sequences from five patients at an early stage of the
pandemic showed these sequences are almost identical and share 79.6% sequence identity

https://www.ncbi
.nim.nih.gov/pmc

2/3/2020 NIH
/31 to SARS-CaV, Furthermore, they showed that 2019-nCoV is 96% identical at the whole- [articles/PMC709
genome level to a bat coronavirus from their previous work with Yunnan bat viruses. 5418/
http: .nhc.
. o , " PRC National | "ttP://en-nhe.gov
2/3/2020 Wuhan planned to convert three existing venues, including a gymnasium and an exhibition Health .chf2020-
center, into hospitals to receive patients infected with the novel coronavirus. . 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
5B HHS submitted names of experts to the World Health Organization to potentially
serve on WHOs international senior technical mission being formed to work with Chinese
2/4/2020 puinT: health counterparts' to help imp.rO\'Je'l.:lnderstandin.g of 2019-nCoV, includirjg AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 248
learning more about the viruss transmissibility and severity. WHO Geneva compiled a full BEIIING
international experts list and transmitted it to the Government of China. WHO is now
awaiting feedback on the list before finalizing the members of the mission.
584 Duponts manufacturing facilities in Hefei and Shenzhen were commandeered by
Chinese government officials in an effort to direct production and distribution of Duponts
Tyvek-brand protective coveralls, according to Dupont contacts. Chinese government
2/4/2020 authorities required Dupont t_o ramp up production -- by 20 percent with_in the _next 30 AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 250
days and another 15 percent in the next 4-6 months. In order to meet this requirement, BEIING

the company told us it will need to hire more workers, procure additional inputs, and install
manufacturing equipment. Dupont may need to source inputs from its facilities in other
Southeast Asian locations to continue to supply base business industrial clients in China.
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5B In a February 4 call with Beijing FCS, Honeywell reported that the Shanghai Municipal
Government had directed it to operate facilities that manufacture PPE for industrial use
24/7 with 3 shifts, and had not permitted one of its facilities to close over the CNY
holidays. Honeywell said that the authorities are guiding distribution of product--
working with vendors to prevent price gouging and to ensure that genuine products are
entering the distribution channels. The government has also asked Honeywell to work
with them to certify small non-certified manufacturers of face masks. Honeywell
indicated that they will consider providing technical assistance to these factories once
China has gotten through the crisis. Honeywellis also being appraached by various cities
te set up local manufacturing facilities-again, not practical at this time. In addition, the
Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (which oversees national reserves of
resources and goods) has inquired about Honeywells manufacturing facilities outside of
China and has asked about procuring additional inventory from those facilities, Honeywell
has made it clear that they do not have additional capacity at this time due to orders from
other regions. Honeywell said that it believes the government has been very fair and
reasonable in the actions taken in light of the national emergency and made clear that it
has not been taken over by the government or lost control of its operations.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 250

2/4/2020

{58t The World Health Organization (WHQ) continues to work with the PRC National
Health Commission {NHC) on forming an international senior technical mission to work
with Chinese public health counterparts. WHO-Geneva compiled a full international
experts list and transmitted it to the PRC National Health Commission February 4. WHO is
waiting for NHC to approve the panel names. Post will report updates as they are
available. MFA spokesperson Hua Chunying said February $ that Chinas National Health
Commission has confirmed that the U.S. will send experts to jain a China-WHO joint
expert group.
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(V) ...[Xinhua.com] said "But in the meantime, some countries, in particular the United
States, have inappropriately overreacted, which certainly runs counter to WHO advice.”
"The U.S. government hasn't provided any substantial assistance to us, but it was the first
to evacuate personnel from its consulate in Wuhan, the first to suggest partial withdrawal
of its embassy staff, and the first to impose a comprehensive travel ban on Chinese
travelers. {The U.S. actions) could only create and spread fear, setting a bad example for
others," said MFA spokesperson Hua Chunying. Another Xinhua article claimed the World
Health Organization {(WHO) on Monday spoke highly of China's effective control measures
to combat the novel coronavirus outbreak, and called on all countries to investin
preparedness, not panic to manage the epidemic. WHO has made recommendations that
there is no reason for measures that unnecessarily interfere with international travel and
trade, and all countries must support countries with weaker health systems, as well as
accelerate the development of vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics
{link<https://gce0l.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2 Fwww.xinhuanet,
com%2Fworld%2F2020-

02%2F04%2Fc_1125527843 htm&data=02%7C01%7CSallCI1%4A0state.gov%7Cd505e79a%9077
4423dd9708d7a94d6de5%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f440%7C0%7C0%7C6371640
22323582380&sdata=lal5Wj5KSbz%2F%2F3gkrK5CecfFReriukMFoJRMxKISBfc%3D&reserve
d=0>).
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{U) Another Xinhua commentary said that the novel coronavirus outbreak has put the
world on alert. While many in the international community are joining China to battle the
epidemic, prejudice and discrimination are playing a shameful role that could discourage
the very collective campaign. Some U.S. politicians have chosen to shut their ears to
WHO's advice of taking "measured and evidence-based response.” Instead, they have
ordered a ban on the entry of foreign nationals who have travelled in China in the past 14
days, and warned against "all travel to China." What is more jaw-dropping is that U.S.
Secretary of Commerce Wilbur Ross blatantly claimed that the novel coronavirus outbreak
could bode well for the U.S. job market. Those U.S. moves, which go against the WHO's
recommendations, have set an unfavorable example that might distract resources from
the anti-empidemic battle and embolden others to choose isolation when cooperation is
badly needed

{link<https://gccOl.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2 Fwww.xinhuanet,
com%2Fenglish%2F2020-

02%2F03%2Fc_138752992. htm&data=02%7C01%7CSallC)%40state.gov¥%7Cd505e79a90774
423dd9708d7a94d6deS5%7C66cf50745afed8d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C63716402
23236023698sdata=Tv049xnYCDEQqIdDCXXhTe8yWicOvGzkZ37BMt3s3wg%3 D&reserved=
0>).
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{U) China Daily noted that China said it hopes the assistance the U.S. announced it would
provide to help tackle the novel coronavirus cutbreak will take place as soon as possible.
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying made the remark on Tuesday, after Reuters
quoted U.S. President Donald Trump as saying the US officials had offered China
“tremendous help" in dealing with the epidemic. China has noticed that the U.S. has
expressed several times its willingness to provide assistance, and hopes the assistance
said will be extended as soon as possible, Hua said. The U.S. should view China's efforts
ohjectively, fairly and calmly without overreaction, and respect and coordinate with such
efforts, she said

(link<https://gcc0l.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2 Fwww.chinadail
y.com.cn%2Fa%2F202002%2F04%2FW55e38d76ea310128217274aa5.html&data=02%7C01
%7CSallC)%40state.gov%7Cd505e79a90774423dd93708d7a%4d6de5%7Co6cf50745afed48d1a
691a12b2121144b%7C0%7C0%7C637164022323622354&sdata=sBgey342cdFoYsNmhN54c
PcNYRYN5Q%2 FQOMWVWYS3cwc%3D&reserved=0>).

AMEMBASSY
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2/4/2020

{U) Chinas National Health Commission (NHC} reported 3,887 newly confirmed cases on
February 4 as of 24:00, as total confirmed cases rose to 24,324
{link<http://www.nhc.gov.en/yjb/s7860/202002/17a03704299646ffad6807bc806f37a4 .sht
ml>). Additionally, the total number of currently suspected cases reached 23,260, Another
65 deaths (all in Hubei) were reported, bringing total deaths to 490. Hospitals have treated
and released a total of 892 patients, and 185,555 close contacts are currently in isolation
under medical observation.
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{U) Xinhua quoted Xi Jinping as calling for prompt and resclute actions in containing the
spread of the epidemic. The epidemic prevention and control is not only a health issue but
comprehensive work which requires all-round support, Xi said. Xi also demanded resolute
opposition against bureaucratism and the practice of formalities for formalities' sake in the
prevention work. The article noted that Hubei Province, especially its capital city Wuhan,
remalned the top priority for the epidemic prevention and control work across the country, AMEMBASSY
2/472020 |it added U BELING 20 BEUJING 248
{link<https://gce0l.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2 Fwww.xinhuanet,
com%2Fpolitics%2Fleaders%2F2020-
02%2F03%2Fc_1125527334.htm&data=02%7C01%7CSallCI%40state.gov%7Cd505279a9077
4423dd9708d7394d6de5%7C66¢f50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f440h%7C0%7C0%7C6371640
22323582380&sdata=311fQC0C6udHxhvmMLeyC3UwhsWVOBBCajR20eoPDvY%3D&reserv
ed=0>).
_ o _ _ _ . PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
The newly-built Huoshenshan Hospital in Wuhan began accepting patients infected with the .cn/2020-
2/4/2020 | | U Health
virus. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
o ‘ . . PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
2/4/2020 Wuhan has set up 132 quarantine sites to cope with the surging number of patients U Health .cnf2020-
confirmed or suspected to be infected with the novel coronavirus. L 03/20/¢_78021.h
Commission tm
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(B4R MFA Vice-Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu and PRC representatives from the MFA, China
CDC, and the National Health Commission briefed the Beijing diplomatic corps on February
5. The briefing was conducted virtually on WeChat due to the outhreak. Ma and the
experts emphasized the novel coronavirus case fatality rate is 2 percent, far lower than
other epidemics, specifically noting the 17.4 percent fatality rate of the HIN1 outbreak in
the United States. The experts also noted that there are 170 cases of 2019-nCoV
worldwide, comparing it to HIN1 in the W.5. which spread to 214 countries. China CDC
noted the fatality rate outside of Wuhan is 0.8 percent and 0.14 percent outside of Hubei
and that the number of cured cases has started to exceed the number of deaths. China CDC
said there is no known effective cure or antiviral treatment, but that the Wuhan restrictions
have curbed the rapid spread of the outhreak. China CDC also said there is no scientific
evidence the virus has mutated.

AMEMBASSY
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2/5/2020

{5BH Mission Geneva reported February 5 that Senior WHO staff have urged the PRC to
get the joint WHO/NHC international senior technical mission on the ground by the end of
this week {ref A}. Mission Geneva also reported that an initial informal WHO translation
of the PRC written response indicated apparent PRC approval for all proposed mission
participants. [Note: The United States proposed 16 experts for the mission. Itis unclear
how many of those 16 were forwarded to the PRC. End note.] WHOs China office, as of
February 6, had not yet notified Embassy Beijing CDC that WHO technical mission
members had been approved.
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{U) China Daily reported President Trump said that the United States is coordinating with
China, and will work closely to deal with new coronavirus outbreak. MFA spokesperson
Hua Chunying said at the Feb 4 press conference that the U.S. side should respect and
cocperate with China's prevention and control efforts and work with China and the
international community to combat the outbreak of pneumonia. The U.S. repeatedly
expressed readiness to offer China assistance. We hepe such assistance will materialize at
early date

(link<https://gccOl.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbaijiahao.baidu
.com%2Fs%3Fid%301657664312466483881%26w r¥%3Dspidert%26for%3Dpcldata=02%7C0
1%7CHendonAJ%40state.gov%7C425acd5ac04c474d977¢08d72a02df5b% 7Ce6cf50745afed
8d1a691a12h2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637164801656622756&sdata=2N8y5jsANe553x%2B
7hH943a6PeglLUxXNEgbKcYra9a%2FA%3D& reserved=0>).
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2/5/2020

{U) Xinhua also reports that MFA spokesperson Hua Chunying expressed that we have alsc
noted that for several days, media, think tanks, experts and scholars of many countries
have voiced their concerns over the excessive restrictive measures taken by some
countries. WHO has stressed many times that it does not recommend measures that
unnecessarily interfere with international travel and trade and called on all countries to
combat the spread of rumors, stick to science and take evidence-based measures. We
hope that the relevant countries will respect WHOs recommendations and make rational
and science-based response to the current situation instead of overreacting

AMEMBASSY
BEUING
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2/5/2020

The temporary hospital of lianghan, which was converted from the existing international
exhibition center of Wuhan, started to take in virus-infected patients, providing over 1,500
beds.

PRC National
Health
Commission
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585 U.S. firms with operations in China including FedEx, Citadel, Tesla, General Electric,
Google, and many others continued to provide and pledge further relief, many committing AMEMBASSY
2/7/2020 |multi-million-dollar sums. Some firms also implemented other relief measures, for BB BELING 20 BEIJING 256
example, Tesla said all its customers would have free supercharging throughout the
coronavirus epidemic.
J P t
Dr. Li Wenliang dies of the novel coronavirus contracted from a patient, five weeks after his aTre’m\(;wE:fi\TI
2/7/2020 |police detention for trying to alert fellow doctors to the outbreak. His death triggers an U WSJ St;rted' China’s
outpouring of grief and anger at Chinese authorities. ' )
Early Coronavirus
PRC "State Supervision Commission established an investigation team to conduct
. L . . . . , i http://m.news.cc
investigations in accordance with the law on the situation reported by the masses involving tv.com/2020/03/
Doctor Li Wenliang." They found that: Because the Zhongnan Road Police Station issued an 19:/ARTIrE06n25
2/7/2020 improper admonition letter and irregular law enforc?ment procedulres, the ipvesti‘gation u ceTv wKzeVnNlyBgTM
tearn has recommended that the supervisory authority of Wuhan City, Hubei Province 200319.shtm |
supervise and correct the matter, urge the public security agency to revoke the admonition T
https://archive.v
letter and hold relevant personnel accountable, and promptly announce the results of the n/EY0eS
treatment to the public."
http: .nhc.
. o _ PRC National |""P//€n-nhc.gov
The Wuhan municipal government mourned Li Wenliang, a doctor who died of the .cnf2020-
2/7/2020 , . . . . u Health
coronavirus. He was infected while working at a local hospital. L 03/20/¢_78021.h
Commission
tm
http: .nhc.
Wuhan combed communities to ensure every confirmed or suspected patient was located PRC National cn?ZIC]/:E? nnc-gov
2/7/2020 |and attended to. A senior official vowed to nail any official deserter "to history's pillar of U Health '
1t . 03/20/C_78021h
shame™. Commission
tm
http: .nhc.
o o _ _ o PRC National | ttP://€n-nhe.gov
2/8/2020 The newly-built Leishenshan Hospital in Wuhan received the first batch of patients infected U Health .cnf2020-
with the virus. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission tm -
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"Pairing-up support for Hubeil” China stepped up its fight against the novel coronavirus as it
released a plan for over half of provincial-level regions to aid cities in Hubei.

PRC National
U Health
Commission

http://en.nhc.gov
.cn/2020-
03/20/c_78021.h
tm

2/10/2020

B4 A non-peer reviewed study published on February 10
{link<https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.02.06.20020974v1>) found that
the incubation period of patients with 2019-nCoV ranged from 0 to 24 days. The median
incubation period was three days, which was shorter than what other studies had found.
The study examined 2019-nCoV case data from 1,099 patients across 31 provinces and 552
hospitals. The study also indicated that certain markers of disease severity predicted poor
clinical outcomes, including oxygen saturation, respiratory rate, blood leukocyte and
lymphocyte count, and chest X-ray or CT manifestations. The reports authors encouraged
shifting the response focus to identifying and managing patients before disease
progression. 1.18 percent of patients had a documented history of contact with wildlife,
31.3 percent had recently traveled to Wuhan, and 71.8 percent had contact with people
from Wuhan. The study also noted that the low mortality rate in Guangdong province may
be due to early isolation, early diagnosis, and early management. The study claimed that a
dilution of [the] health workforce as a result of central management {i.e., Wuhan JinYinTan
Hospital) may have led to the increased mortality rate in Wuhan city. {Note: This
manuscript did not compare outcomes in Hubei province versus non-Hubei patients, which
is a noticeable limitation for evaluating differences in outcomes in heavily affected areas
versus non-heavily affected areas. Mission China will monitor additional studies on
incubation periods and whether PRC authorities change quarantine or close contact
monitoring guidelines based on these preliminary findings. End note.)
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{58t Several officials from local and provincial governments contacted the Embassy to
solicit U.S. government messages of support, including praise for Chinese efforts to contain
the virus. At least one Chinese government-affiliated organization did the same, seeking a
video message from the Embassy that could be used to encourage the public. Given the
close timing of these requests, it appears that central authorities have tasked entities to
seek public displays of approval for Chinas efforts to combat the outbreak.

20 BEUING 264

2/10/2020

(5Bt WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said over the weekend that
the WHO international expert technical mission had been assembled and that the head of
the team, Dr. Bruce Aylward, a Canadian WHO epidemiologist and emergencies expert,
would arrive in Beijing February 10. Responding to a reporter's question on U.5. CDC
participation in the mission, Tedros said, "We hope so." [Note: As of COB February 10,
HHS Beijing and HHS headguarters had not been notified by WHO on the status or
composition of the expert mission. The United States proposed 16 HHS technical experts
for the mission. It is unclear how many of those 16 were forwarded to the PRC by the
WHO. Following DG Tedros’ January 28 meeting with President Xi, the PRC National
Health Commission January 29 contacted HHS to extend their welcome to U.S. experts
joining WHQ in the expert group. End note.]

20 BEUING 260

2/10/2020

{U) Acceording to Chinas National Immigration Administration (NIA}, 127 countries have
enacted flight suspensions or immigration restrictions aimed at travelers from China due to
the epidemic

AMEMBASSY
BELING

AMEMBASSY
BELING

U AMEMBASSY
BELING

20 BEUING 264

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED







FL-2022-00062  A-00000565067  "UNCLASSIFIED"

5/7/2024 Page 130

2/11/2020

(584 Downward Trend in New Officially Reported Cases Continues, Death Rate in Hubei Rises

2. {U) Chinas Naticnal Health Commission (NHC} reported 2,015 newly confirmed cases and 3,342
newly suspected cases on February 11 as of 24:00
(link<http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcsfyqfkdt/202002/395f075a5f3a411f80335766c6500487.shtml>). To
date, 44,653 confirmed cases have been reported, with 38,800 confirmed cases currently being
treated. Additionally, 16,067 cases are currently suspected. Another 97 deaths were reported on
February 11, including 94 in Hubei, as total deaths in Mainland China reached 1,113. The number of
patients treated and released to date rose to 4,740, as the number of close contacts in isolation under
medical observation dropped to 185,037, [Note: Media reported February 10 that Chinas NHC may he
using revised case definitions that exclude non-symptomatic COVID-19 patients from confirmed case
number counts. Embassy Beijing HHS and ESTH are confirming whether the policy has been changed
and the potential effect on reported case numbers. Mission China previously reported that the case
definition used in Hubei had changed from the case definiticn in provinces outside of Hubei {20
Beijing 254). End note.]

5B According to Hubei Health Commissions daily case report for February 11, the average case
maortality rate for the province has risen to 3.2 percent {figure 2). The official case mortality rate
ranges from 0.2 percent in Shiyan City to 5.6 percent in Qianjiang City. The rate for Wuhan City is
currently 4.2 percent. Qutside of Hubei, according to NHC data, the official case mortality rate as of
February 11 is currently 0.4 percent.

(U) Prominent Chinese medical expert Zhong Nanshan said on February 11 that according his
assessment, the COVID-19 epidemic will reach a peak in mid to late February. Zhong cautioned that a
rebound in cases was still possible {Peoples Daily<https://m.weibo.cn/status/44708394140273887>).
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5848 The WHO expert advance team led by Dr. Bruce Aylward arrived in Beijing February
10. The team met with the National Health Commission {NHC) on February 11 to finalize
the plan for the mission, including selection and approval of subject matter experts, the
missions scope, and where in China the expert mission would travel. WHO has said the
mission size could range between 10-15 members, only some of whom will be the
internaticnal experts, and the WHO China office expects to receive a green light very soon
from NHC. In a February 10 press conference, WHO Geneva said mission priorities would
be to understand the origin of the virus, severity of the disease, and to learn from and
support China. As of COB February 11, neither WHO or NHC had notified HH5 Beijing or
HHS headquarters on the status or composition of the expert mission.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING
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2/11/2020

{U) State television outlet CCTV reported on February 11 that the Chinese Communist
Party {CCP) had removed Hubei Provincial Health Commissions party secretary Zhang Pu
and the Commission Director Liu Yingzi. Zhang and Liu were the mast senior officials to be
removed since the public health crisis began. Wang Hesheng, who served as deputy of
Chinas National Health Commission since 2016, was tapped to assume both roles. The
Hubei CCP appointed Wang to the provincial standing committee on February 8, and Wang
was a member of the emergency response group that first traveled to Wuhan after the
outbreak of the virus. He previously served most of his career in Tianjin.

AMEMBASSY
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2/11/2020

The Standing Committee of the Provincial People's Congress of Hubei decided to appoint
Wang Hesheng as the new director of the provincial health commission. Wang would
replace Liu Yingzi, the former head of the provincial health commission.
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2/12/2020

5BY Embassy Beijing remains in contact with WHO and NHC regarding the WHO expert
team, bt as of COB February 12 had yet to receive additional information about the U.S.
participation in the team. At the same time, the U.S. CDC COVID-19 Incident Manager
February 11 held a first call with his China CDC counterpart, a well-known partner who
previously spent a year working at CDC headquarters in Atlanta. The call provided an
opportunity to hear conclusions and perspectives of the China CDC COVID-19 leader that
may be informative to U.S. policy making on such issues as screening, quarantine, and
case finding. Both sides expressed interest in holding future technical calls to share
information and perspectives on those and other issues. HHS confirmed to the National
Health Commission {NHC) February 11 that it will donate PPE supplies to China, including
500,000 N-95 medical respirators, 50,000 goggles, 100,000 protective suits, and 10,000
non-contact thermometers. HHS also proposed utilizing a current joint research platform
to launch an immediate research task force focused on mitigating and ending the spread
of the coronavirus. Post requests that Washington defer to HHS HQ to determine how or
whether to include this information in Hill briefings.
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http://en.nhc.go
Hubei province reported 14,840 new confirmed cases and 242 new deaths, the highest daily PRC National cn?Z/O/ZO gov
2/13/2020 |increases, after the diagnosis criteria for confirmed COVID-19 cases were further loosened U Health 63/20/(: 28021h
for timely treatment of more patients. Commission tm - '
RNA-Seq of Rhinolophus affinis:Fecal swab (SRR11085797} published in the Sequence Read
Archive. Note: This sample may be contrived given it has significant variations from other https://trace.nchi
2/13/2020 bat fecal samples collected by the WIV in Yunan. Additionally, KRONA analysis of this sample U NCEI .nlm.nih.gov/Trac
reveals 3% primate sequences in the RaTG13 sequence data which is allegedly consistent es/sra/?run=SRR
with contamination by the standard laboratory coronavirus cell culture system, the VERQ 11085797
monkey kidney cell line." See QUAY "RaTG13 Manuscript 31 AUG 2020".
- - - ‘ . ‘ N PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
2/13/2020 The city of Huanggang, hard hit by COVID-19 in Hubei, put all residential communities and U Health .cnf2020-
areas on lockdown as the city upgraded virus prevention and control measures. . 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
o o . . PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
2/13/2020 Two separate research groups led by China's top scientists said they had isolated novel U Health .ch/2020-
coronavirus strains from samples of infected patient's feces. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
WIV submits RNA-Seq of Rhinolophus affinis - Fecal swab " Total RNA was extracted from ,
Sy . s . https://www.nchi
bronchoalveolar lavage fluid using the QlAamp Viral RNA Mini Kit following the nlm.nih.gov/sra/
2/13/2020 |manufacturers instructions. An RNA library was then constructed using the TruSeq Stranded U NCBI ;'>RX7.72¢352‘}’5b
mRNA Library Preparation Kit {lllumina, USA). Paired-end (150 bp) sequencing of the RNA acen ’
library was performed on the HiSeq 3000 platform {lllumina)."
Steven Lee
e . . . . ) Myers, “China
Xi linping fires the Communist Party chiefs of Hubei Province and Wuhan, replacing both
2/13/2020 | | o . . . . U NYT Qusts 2 Party
with proteges of his with extensive backgrounds in public security.89 - .
Officials Amid
Outrage About
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(5BtH HHS Experts Invited to WHO Technical Mission: Two HHS technical experts {one
from CDC and one from NIH) have been invited to participate in the joint WHO-led
international technical mission to China. The mission is expected to be active from

AMEMBASSY

2/14/2020 20 BEUJING 292
/14/ February 16 through February 23 and will likely include travel to other affected provinces. BEIING
The mission terms of reference and full participation announcement had not been made
public as of the close of business in Beijing, February 14.
584 Possibly in response to the COVID-19 outbreak, the PRC has begun to initiate
enhancements to its biosafety system. President Xi linping called for new reforms during a
2/14/2020 Februsry 14 CFP th:lntral Committee m?tatting, sayir?lg that biosafety was a. "national security AMEMBASSY 0 BELJING 365
issue." Following Xi's statement, the Ministry of Science and Technology issued new BEIING
guidelines the next day requiring public health institutions throughout China to boost
laboratory biosafety.
http://en.nhc.gov
A gymnasium-converted makeshift hospital was put into use in Wuhan. It is the first PRC National cn‘/)Z/O/ZO &
2/14/2020 |makeshift hospital fully supported by doctors and medical workers of traditional Chinese Health )
. . 03/20/c_78021.h
medicine. Commission
tm
In a February 14 speech, President Xi Jinping proposed incorporating biosafety into the AMEMBASSY
2/14/2020 nation‘a.l .SECII:J rity system to "comprehensively improve national biosafety governance State BEUING 1810307
capabilities. Department
FEB 20
5B Ministry of Emergency Management Requests Assistance: The Ministry of
Emergency Management (MEM) contacted ESTH February 15 to request information on
how the United States manages emergency stockpiles and reserves. Noting that President
2/15/2020 Xi had tasked relevant ministries I.:o enhance managemer'lt of emergency s'tockpil.es, the AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 296
MEM requested documents or guidance that would detail how U.S. agencies decide on BEIING

which items should be stockpiled, where items should be stored, and how stockpiles are
maintained and replenished. E5TH is working with the Department to respond to MEMs
reguest.
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Emily Feng,
Activist Xu Zhiyong arrested after nearly two months on the run, and after publishing a Feb. “nghFS Activist
2/15/2020 4 essay calling on Xi linping to step down for suppressing information about the virus. v NPR XuZhiyong
Arrested in China
Amid Crackdown
Lisa Beilfuss,
Finance magazine Barron’s finds that China’s official coronavirus data fit a near-perfect “China’s
2/15/2020 |model that is almost impossible to naturally occur, as the number of cumulative deaths U Barron's  |Coronavirus
reported could be predicted by a simple mathematical formula to a 99.99% accuracy. Figures Don't Add
Up. ‘This Never
On February 15, Ministry of Science and Technology Social Development Director General
Wu Yuanbin called for better management of China's laboratories and issued a statement of State AMEMBASSY
2/15/2020 |"Guiding Opinions on Strengthening the Biosafety Management of Novel Coronavirus U Department BEIJING 1810397
Laboratories and High-Quality Virus and Microorganism Management.” FEB 20
Amy Qin,
PRC state media publishes a speech, said to have been delivered by Xi Jinping to party “China’s Leader,
2/15/2020 |leaders on Feb. 3, saying he had been leading the fight against the virus “at every moment” U NYT Under Fire, Says
since Jan. 7. His first public comments on the epidemic had been Jan. 20. He Led
Coronavirus Fight
Xi's published speech also urges tightened control over online discussion and increased China's ).(|‘urges
2/15/2020 . . , ) . U AFP more policing as
policing to ensure “positive energy” and social stahility. . .
virus toll rises,”
- - . . . . - “Report of the
A group of 12 WHO officials and 13 PRC officials begin a nine-day “WHO-China Joint Mission WHO-China Joint
2/16/2020 |on Coronavirus Disease 2019,” led by Canadian Bruce Aylward of WHO and Wannian Liang U WHO Mission on
of the PRC National Health Commission. .
Coronavirus
James T. Areddy,
Institute researcher Shi Zhengli writes on social media that she “guaranteed with her own “China Bat Expert
2/16/2020 |life” that the outbreak was unrelated to the lab. She instructs “those who believe and U WSJ Says Her Wuhan
spread malicious media rumors to close their stinky mouths.” Lab Wasn't
Source of New
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Jun Mai, “Chinese
The Wuhan Institute of Virology issues a public denial that its former researcher Huang research lab
Yanling is “patient zero,” as speculated on Chinese social media based on the disappearance )
2/16/2020 L o . o . , v SCMP denies rumours
of Huang’s biographical information from the Institute’s website and Huang’s unknown . .
of links to first
whereabouts. i
COronavirus
Verna Yu and
. . . . . Emma Graham-
Tsinghua University Professor Xu Zhangrun is placed under house arrest, barred from social Harrison. “This
2/16/2020 |media, and cut off from the Internet after publishing an essay declaring that “The U Guardian '
. . . . " may be the last
coronavirus epidemic has revealed the rotten core of Chinese governance. ) .,
piece | write’:
Prominent Xi
WIV issues statement [translated using google translate]: "Recently, false information has
been circulating on the Internet, claiming that our graduate Huang Yanling is the so-called
"patient zero" who was the first to be infected with the new coronavirus, After verification,
our firm solemnly declares as follows:
Classmate Huang Yanling graduated from our institute in 2015 with a master's degree. WIV Official https://archive.v
2/16/2020 |During her studies, she studied the function and antibacterial broad-spectrum of phage U Website n/lenEo#iselectio
lyase. After graduation, she has been working and living in other provinces and has never n-539.2-571.80
returned to Wuhan. Infection, good health. At this critical moment in the fight against the
epidemic, related rumors have greatly interfered with the scientific research work of our
institute. We reserve the right to pursue legal liabilities according to law. | sincerely thank all
sectors of society for their care, support and help to me!
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2/17/2020

(5BHH Assessments by PRC health authorities and the WHO during the height of the COVID-
19 epidemic in China in February reinforced the view that asymptomatic cases did not
constitute a significant risk. The first large-scale epidemiological study by China's CDC of
COVID-19 cases in China, published February 17 in China CDC Weekly and the Chinese
Journal of Epidemioclogy, reported that asymptomatic cases represented only 1.2 percent
of the 72,314 COVID-19 cases documented between December 31 and February 11
{link<http://weekly.chinacdc.cn/en/article/id/e53946e2-c6c4-41e3-9a9b-fea8dblasf51>).
The study sample included 44,672 lab-confirmed cases, 10,567 clinically diagnosed cases,
889 asymptomatic cases, and 16,186 suspected cases. [Note: The asymptomatic cases
included in the studies were reportedly diagnosed based on nucleic acid tests. End note.]
Shortly thereafter, the WHO noted in the summary report of the technical mission to
China published February 28 that, "The proportion of truly asymptomatic infections is
unclear but appears to be relatively rare and does not appear to be a major driver of
transmission” {link<https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/who-china-
Joint-mission-on-covid-19-final-report.pdf>). The WHO report lacked a critical assessment
of the data provided to the WHO team by the PRC, including on asymptomatic cases. The
WHO report also did not include a presentation or evaluation of laboratory testing data,
despite WHO guidelines and requests for information about the total number of lab tests
conducted and the number of laboratory tests positive for COVID-19 (Ref A).
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2/17/2020

Statement by CHEN Quanjiao: "Regarding the so-called whistle-blowing statements
published in my name on the Internet today, Isolemnly declare:

| have never released any relevant reporting information, and expressed great indignation
at the act ofusing my identity to fabricate the reporting information. | will pursue the legal
respensibility of therumors according to law.

Hereby declare.

Recently, a series of rumors have affected our front-line researchers’ scientific research.
Please becareful to prevent related conspiracy and sabotage activities.

Chen Quanjiao, Researcher, Wuhan Institute of Virology, Chinese Academy of Sciences

U WIV Website

http://www.whio
v.ac.cn/tzgg_105

342/202002/t202
00217 5500447,

html

2/17/2020

The Ministry of Science and Technology issued new rules over the weekend, requiring
labaratariesnationwide to boost their biosafety in a move that experts said could fix chronic
inadequatemanagement issues during the campaign against the coronavirus.

The guideline stressed the importance of strengthening the management of bio labs,
especially onviruses, to ensure biosafety, ministry official Wu Yuanbin said at a press
conference on Saturday.

The release of the guideline deals with chronic loopholes at laboratories, Yang Zhanqiu, a
deputydirector of the pathogen biology department at Wuhan University in Hubei Province,
told the GlobalTimes on Sunday.

"The mention of biosafety at labs by the ministry has nothing to do with some saying that
thecoronavirus leaked from the Wuhan Institute of Virology of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences," Yangsaid.

Laboratories in China have paid insufficient attention to biological disposal, Yang said.

Lab trash can contain man-made viruses, bacteria or microbes with a potentially deadly
impact onhuman beings, animals or plants.

ECNS.cn

http://www.ecns.
cn/news/sci-
tech/2020-02-
17/detail-
ifztrmvio821649,
shtmil
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2/18/2020

{5BHH Online Narratives: Renewed focus is also being placed on controlling online
narratives about Chinas efforts, careful to project predictions of success. The narratives
seek to emphasize the collective sacrifices of Chinese heroes, especially health care workers
in Hubei province. However, even that narrative is meeting with some resistance, as
evidenced by online criticism of female healthcare workers crying while their heads were
shaved to prevent spread of the virus while no such measures were employed for male
healthcare workers. There has also been a concerted effort to retrofit President Xis
invelvement in leading the charge against the coronavirus. In a Qiushi article, one of the
CCPs authoritative mouthpieces, Xis involvement was traced back to a January 7 meeting
of the Politburo CPC Central Committee, an assertion somewhat at odds with President
Xis notable public absence during the first few weeks of the epidemic.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUJING 296

2/18/2020

{U) Nationwide Cases: Chinas National Health Commission (NHC) reparted 1,749 new cases
in Mainland China on February 18 as of 24:00, bringing the total number of officially
reported cases to 74,185

{link<http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xes/yqfkdt/202002/8f2¢fd 17f4c040d89¢69a4b29e99748¢.s5ht
ml=}. [Note: This includes clinically diagnosed cases in Hubei in addition to lab-confirmed
cases in Hubei and the other provinces. Hubei Health Commission has stopped providing
disaggregated figures for clinically diagnosed and lab-confirmed cases. End note.] Another
136 deaths were reported for February 18, including 132 in Hubei, as total reported deaths
in Mainland China hit 2,004. The number of patients treated and released from the
hospital, meanwhile, rose to 14,376. The total number of currently suspected cases {5,248)
and close contacts under medical observation {135,881) continued to decline.

AMEMBASSY
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5B Wuhan Making Detailed Reports of Disease: A local contact in Wuhan provided a
picture of a detailed analysis of COVID-19 cases for a housing development of Wuhan called
Golden Harbor (attached). The document showed detailed record keeping of how many AMEMBASSY
2/19/2020 |cases are in each part of the housing development as of February 19th. It tracks confirmed | B/5BY BELING 20 BEIJING 366
cases, cases under observation, and possible cases as well as the number of people who
have recovered and died. Several Consulate Wuhan families lived in Golden Harbor before
the ordered departure.
“China Expels
Three Wall Street
Beijing revokes press credentials of three Wall Street Journal reporters who had widely ree wvail >tree
2/19/2020 ) . . U WST Journal
covered the outbreak, including one that was reporting from Wuhan. N
Reporters,” Wall
Street Journal,
o . . PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
2/19/2020 China's daily number of newly recovered novel coronavirus patients surpassed that of newly U Health .cnf2020-
confirmed infections for the first time. o 03/20/¢_78021.h
Commission -
tm
. . ‘ . . PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
2/19/2020 President Xi called for great attention to the protection and care for medical workers to y ealth n/2020-
make sure they are healthy and stay focused on winning the battle against the outbreak. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission tm
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(5B U.S. WHO Mission Members Impressed by Level of Access to Information: The two
U.S. members of the WHO-led expert mission told Embassy Beijing HHS February 23 that
they felt the overall mission was a success and remarked that they were impressed by the
level of access to information during their visits. The mission traveled to Beijing, Sichuan,

2/23/2020 |Guangdong, and Wuhan [Note: the U.S. experts did not participate in the Wuhan visit. End AMBEEITJ‘II?\ESY 20 BEIJING 366

note.]. The mission will conclude February 25. It is expected a report will be issued quickly

after the experts return to their home countries, and that it will highlight PRC

accomplishments in combatting the virus. WHO and the National Health Commission (NHC)

will hold a joint press conference late February 24.
William Zheng,
“Coronavirus is

Xi linping delivers speech to PRC officials calling virus “a crisis for us and also a major test.” Chlna’s‘ fastest-.

. - . . . spreading public
He stresses “social stability” and states that “the effectiveness of the prevention and control South China

2/23/2020

work has once again demonstrated the significant advantages of the leadership of the
Communist Party of China and the socialist system with Chinese characteristics.”

Morning Post

health crisis,
President Xi
linping says,”
South China
Morning Post,

2/24/2020

(5B The WHO team's report is expected soon after the experts return to their home
countries. The report will likely address gaps and recommend areas for improved
coordination, including prioritization of the PRC's research agenda to focus on clinical trials
with the most potential international coordination on clinical trials, and identification of
animal-to-human transmission {Note: the WHO mission did not focus in depth on the
animal source. End note.)

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUJING 380

2/24/2020

(5B As the domestic epidemic situation in China improved, PRC public health officials
continued to downplay the risk of transmission from asymptomatic cases and focused
their attention on reducing foreign imported cases. During a March 24 press conference,
Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC) Chief Epidemiologist Wu
Zunyou flatly rejected a possible resurgence of COVID-19, elaborating that PRC contact
tracing already identified all asymptomatic patients.

AMEMBASSY
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(U} Nationwide Cases: China's National Health Commission (NHC} reported 433 new
confirmed cases in Mainland China on February 26 as of 24:00, with 24 new confirmed
cases outside Hubei
{link<http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xes/yqfkdt/202002/369fb30%eded45abaf10645a%¢8cebd0.sht
ml=}. The total number of confirmed cases to date rose to 78,497. Another 29 deaths were
reported on February 26-the lowest number of new deaths since January 28-bringing total AMEMBASSY
2/26/2020 reported deaths in Mainland China to 2,744. A total of 32,495 patients have been treated v BEIING 20 BEIING 398
and discharged from the hospital, with 43,258 cases currently under treatment. The
number of current suspected cases dropped to 2,019, with 508 new suspected cases
reported on February 26. The number of close contacts under medical observation fell to
71,572,
{U) WHO Mission Brief: The WHO China Office provided a tele-briefing February 26 on
COVID-19, including an overview of the recent WHO-China Technical Team field visit, to
approximately 15 participants from the international community in China. The high-level
2/26/2020 repott .on the field visit offered first-hand reportir?g by two WHO staff who participated in U AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 390
the visit, but little new data beyond the reports given by team leader Bruce Aylward BEIING
February 25. Questions were fielded about research on vaccines and treatments,
epidemiologic questions, and data reporting. No update was provided about the timing of
release of the final report.
“Opening the
Door,” China
Media Project,
Citizen journalist Li Zehua, who quit his job at state broadcaster CCTV to report February 28,
2/26/2020 independer.nly from Wuhan, is detained and disappears. With security ofﬁ.cers at his door, Li u The Guardian 2‘020. See also
records a video testament to free speech, truth, and the memory of the Tiananmen Lily Kuo,
movement. “They're chasing
me:’ The
journalist who
wouldn't stay
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2/26/2020

President Xi chaired a leadership meeting on COVID-19 control and made donation.

PRC National
U Health
Commission

http://en.nhc.gov
.cn/2020-
03/20/c_78021.h

tm

2/27/2020

{581 Beijing CDC Says Imported COVID-19 Cases Won't Count Toward Capital's Numbers:
The Beijing municipal CDC said February 27 that confirmed COVID-19 patients who develop
fevers before arriving to the city will be considered a confirmed case at the patient's
residential address, and not in Beijing. [Comment: This calculation could result in
underreporting of the true case numbers in Beijing, given the significant numbers of those
transiting the city and workers arriving back after delayed returns following Lunar New Year.
The policy could create doubt that case numbers are free of political influence, particularly
given President Xi's "spare no effort" order to ensure the "security and stability of the
capital city". It will be important to monitor how and if those cases are reported by the
patients' home provincial health authorities. End Comment.]

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEIJING 398

2/27/2020

(U} Open Letter from Nurses in Wuhan Calling for International Medical Assistance
Retracted: The prominent medical journal The Lancet published and later retracted for
unknown reasons an open letter by two nurses in Wuhan describing the "difficult and
extreme" conditions in the city. The nurses noted the "severe shortage of protective
equipment” as well as the physical exhaustion and psychological suffering faced by
healthcare workers in Wuhan. They ended their letter with a plea to the international
medical community: "We are asking nurses and medical staff from countries around the
world to come to China now, to help us in this battle"
(link<https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/P1152214-109%(20)30065-
6/fulltext#%20>).

AMEMBASSY
BEUING
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{U) Medical Expert "Unsure” that SARS-CoV-2 Virus Originated in China: Prominent medical
expert Zhong Nanshan expressed doubts as to the origin of the virus at a February 27 press
briefing, saying, "While the epidemic began in China, the source was not necessarily from
2/27/2020 China" {|ink<http://wvi.fw.bjnew?.co.m.cn/fea.ture/2020/02/27/695781.htm|>}._ Dr. Zhong's U AMEMBASSY 20 BELING 398
remarks fed an emerging narrative in the Chinese press that the SARS-CoV-2 virus may have BEIIING
originated from overseas and was imported into Wuhan, as evidenced in recent reporting
by Global Times {link<https://tech.huangiu.com/article/3xAkjSDXodF>) and STCN
{link<http://news.stcn.com/2020/0223/15655718.shtml>}.
http: .nhc.
President Xi held talks with Mongolian President Khaltmaa Battulga at the Great Hall of the PRC National cn;jz{)/;g nhe.gov
2/27/2020 |People in Beijing. The Mongolian president said it will send additional 30,000 sheep apart u Health 63/20/(: 28021.h
from the previous donations. Commission tm - '
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2/28/2020

{-S-_B'U-} However, Post has identified shortcomings in the loint Mission report which hinder its effectiveness as an intended
guide for global COVID-19 responses.

* Failure to Acknowledge Limitations: The report does not meaningfully acknowledge limitations in the interpretation of
their findings resulting from the short duration and scope of the joint mission. Such infermation would help a reader to be
aware of issues to consider when interpreting the report's findings.

* Given the mission had only one week to thoroughly assess an epidemic situation throughout a country the size of China,
greater detail on why the Joint Mission believed the information it obtained warranted such conclusive statements would
be useful.

* No Follow-on Plan: The report does not describe a path forward for how to address lingering knowledge gaps.

* Limited Data Quality and Case Definition Assessment: The report does not include a critical assessment of the data
provided, such as an analysis of the unexplained February 1 peak on the epicurve. These gaps could have been addressed in
a more thorough methods section that described what data were collected and how the data were assessed.

* The report lacks discussion of the PRC's rationale for case definitions, which changed throughout the outbreak. There
was also no discussion of how China was finding cases and whether it was applying different case definitions in different
locations.

* The report does not include an assessment of laboratory data. Despite WHO guidelines for COVID-19 asking for weekly
aggregate "Total number of lab tests conducted” and "Total number of tests that are positive for COVID-19," the report did
not include this information. Additionally, the report lacks a description of the laboratory testing used and the clinical
performance of the test kits.

* Missing Lessons Learned on Control Measures, Preparedness: There is a lack of detail on why the PRC chose and
implemented specific control measures and how authorities decided to apply the control strategy that they used. This
misses an opportunity to provide lessons learned to help guide other countries in their outbreak preparations and response,
The report does not mention whether authorities undertook any actions that failed.

* The report makes sweeping statements about the preparedness situation of other countries without having adequately
assessed those.

* Limited Surveillance, Contact Tracing, and Case Fatality Info: Greater details on differences in surveillance methods in
different regions if any, as well as a detailed explanation of how the PRC chose methods for and conducted contact tracing
waould be beneficial for other countries as they address growing case counts.

* The report misses an opportunity to provide infermation on how China conducted contact tracing so effectively. Data
on how many people were involved in contact tracing, how they were trained, what tools were used for the task, what changes
occurred over time, and how data sharing and patient privacy were handled were not described.

* The report does not explain or attempt to explain differences in case fatality by geography. Itis unclear if the different
fatality rates that have been reported are a result of differences in how cases were defined, standards for reporting deaths, or a
result of different standards of care in an overburdened health system.

* Short on HCW Infection Specifics: More information on infected HCW, particularly in Hubei would have been helpful. The
report states that there were 2,055 COVID-19 cases amang HCWs from 476 hospitals across China and that 88 percent of the
il'lf =¥ =il= sye A J& = ! = infecti = H 0= i .."-.
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2/28/2020

{sBtH Report Becomes Part of Propaganda Machine

{5BH The report praises the PRC response and state-run media cited the report as WHO
experts hailed China's unprecedented responses to COVID-19 and acknowledged China's
role in protecting the international community and buying time for other countries to
prepare for the outbreak (Ref C)

{5BH PRC propaganda authorities widely amplified the report and its glowing assessment
of PRC response - with many media outlets claiming the report also demonstrated the
effectiveness of the PRC response and the "significant advantages of the CPC's leadership
and the socialist system with Chinese characteristics."”

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEUING 494

2/28/2020

589 SUMMARY AND COMMENT: The Report of the WHO-China Jaint Mission on
Corenavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) released February 28 presented a highly positive
assessment of the actions taken by the PRC in its COVID-19 response. The report concluded
that the PRC's containment measures changed the course of the outbreak while "buying the
world time.” Although the report provided the most comprehensive collection of
information and data to-date on the PRC's COVID-19 response, Post assesses the report
lacked a description of the way the review was conducted, had several omissions, failed to
acknowledge key limitations of the eight-day mission, and did not provide critical evaluation
of the PRC's actions. The lack of a follow-on plan for addressing knowledge gaps, analysis of
the PRC's evolving case definitions, discussion of the unique circumstances in China that
allowed implementation of the most severe measures, along with no assessment of the
suppression of whistleblowers or the "human costs” of the response, limits the report’s
ability to provide a complete assessment of China's response and lessons learned to inform
efforts for responding to COVID-19 domestically and internationally. PRC authorities and
state-run media have used the report to widely characterize WHO praise and support of the
Chinese response. Embassy Beijing will continue to seek information from the WHQC China
Office, the National Health Commission {NHC), the Ministry of Science and Technology
{MOST), and other health contacts to address these topics, and Post will report substantive
infarmation in subsequent cables. END SUMMARY AND COMMENT.
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2/28/2020

(5B The report does not address limitations placed on the loint Mission by the PRC
during terms of reference negotiation. The report also does not address the nearly one-
month delay between the first discussion of the joint mission on January 23-between PRC
National Health Commission {NHC) Minister Ma and WHO Director General Tedros-and
the February 16 arrival of the WHO team as the PRC negotiated the terms of reference
and composition of the mission members. [Note: It would not be expected for this
information to be included in the report. End note.]

AMEMBASSY
BELING
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2/28/2020

{58H The report notably fails to critically address PRC efforts to control information and
silence whistleblowers during the outbreak, particularly in the early stages when public
awareness was crucial. The deaths of frontline medical responders, including
whistleblower Dr. Li Wenliang, and the reaction to hospital management and local official
efforts to silence a group of doctors who first noticed and discussed the outhreak in
December has captured online discussion.

5B As reported in the Mission's January 7 and 10 cables, local medical contacts in
Wuhan reported PRC authorities had prohibited them from providing information about
the outbreak (Refs A-B). The health contacts said the limits on sharing information went
beyond the "normal” government controls. They expressed frustration at the lack of
internal communication permitted among the medical community and said they had to
rely on international media for information. Separate media reports have confirmed such
restrictions.

8. (5BtH Embassy Beijing health and aid organization contacts have also expressed strong
concerns over PRC authorities' lack of transparency about the "human costs” of the PRC
response, including the number of Chinese citizens requiring urgent medical, food, and
financial assistance after the Wuhan lockdown.
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{U) The February 16 to 24 WHO-China Joint Mission traveled to Beijing, Shenzhen,
Chengdu, Guangzhou, and Wuhan. The team was comprised of 12 Chinese experts and 13
international experts, including two from the United States. The stated goal of the Joint
Missicn "was to rapidly inform national (China) and international planning on next steps
in the response to the ongoing outbreak of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) and
on next steps in readiness and preparedness for geographic areas not yet affected. The
major objectives of the Joint Mission were as follows:
2/28/2020 * To enhance unc?erstandiljlg of the evolving COVID-19 outbreak in China and the nature U AMEMBASSY 20 BEUING 494
and impact of ongoing containment measures; BEIING
* To share knowledge on COVID-19 response and preparedness measures being
implemented in countries affected by or at risk of importations of COVID-19;
* To generate recommendations for adjusting COVID-19 containment and response
measures in China and internationally; and
* To establish priorities for a collaborative programme of work, research and
development to address critical gaps in knowledge and response and readiness tools and
activities."
“Taiwan says
The WHO-China Joint Mission on Coronavirus Disease 2019 publishes its report after a WHO faIIEd_ toact
“huge back and forth” between PRC and non-PRC officials over wording. PRC officials Financial on corc?nafwrus
2/28/2020 . . . u , transmission
refused to call the virus “dangerous” or include reference to a possible “second wave” of Times warning,”
infections (preferring “resurgence” instead). Financial Times,
March 19, 2020.
. _ _ _ . _ _ PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
Chinese pathologists concluded autopsies on 11 patients who died from the disease, which .cn/2020-
2/29/2020 A . U Health
have shown various degrees of pulmonary mutations. . 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission tm
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3/1/2020

{U) Lowest Daily Rise in Nationwide Cases Since Wuhan Went on Lockdown: Chinas National
Health Commission (NHC) reported 202 new confirmed cases and 141 new suspected cases
in Mainland China on March 1 as of 24:00, with six new confirmed cases outside Hubei
Province and nine new cases outside Wuhan City
{link<http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqfkdt/202003/5819f3e13ff6413ba05fdb45h55b66ba.sht
ml>). [Note: This is the smallest daily increase in confirmed cases reported by NHC since
January 22, a day before officials in Wuhan began sealing off the city. End note.] The total
number of confirmed cases rose to 80,026. Another 42 deaths reported on March 1 {allin
Hubei}, bringing total reported deaths to 2,912. With an additional 2,837 patients
discharged from the hospital, about 56 percent of patients confirmed with COVID-19 have
now recovered and been released. The number of current suspected cases dropped to 527,
with 141 new suspected cases reported on March 1. The number of close contacts under
medical observation, meanwhile, fell to 46,219. Chen Yixin, Deputy Director of the central
government outbreak team dispatched to Hubei, said March 1 that the epidemic in Wuhan
is effectively contained as the city enters a decisive stage

{link<https://gcc0l.safelinks. protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F3w.huangiu.co
mM%2Fa%2F4263%d%2FO9CaKrnKpFWX%3Fagt%3D20&data=02%7C01%7CHendonAl%40state
Bov%7(a59666732cedd4c5dbf808d7be630821%7C66cf50745afed8d1a691a12b2121f44b%
7C0%7C0%7C6371872306217410958&sdata=NolLDIlzpKRFAKdyV3ql3tpLDKuiovngVB6xEoroY
716U%3D&reserved=0>). [Comment: While the overall reported case numbers continue to
fall, the PRCs decision to not include lab-confirmed asymptomatic cases in confirmed case
counts continues to raise concerns that the true case numbers are potentially being
underreported, particularly given that studies have shown asymptomatic patients can be
contagious. Provincial health authorities have not reported asymptomatic cases as a
separate tally in their daily case counts. It is unclear how such cases are being reported.
End Comment.]

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEIJING 416

3/1/2020

Chinese doctors completed a double-lung transplant surgery on a COVID-19 patient.

PRC National
Health
Commission

http://en.nh¢.gov
.cn/2020-
03/20/c_78021.h
tm
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_ _ o . PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
3/1/2020 Wuhan closed a gymnasium-turned tempoerary hospital, for the first time in the city, as the Health .cn/2020-
number of patients dropped. . 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
o N _ _ PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
China's daily cutput of face masks reached 116 millicn, 12 times the figure on Feb 1, as .cn/2020-
3/2/2020 . . . Health
production expansion moved into top gear. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
{U) Nationwide Cases: China's National Health Commission (NHC) reported 119 new
confirmed cases and 143 new suspected cases in Mainland China on March 3 as of 24:00.
Twenty-eight of China's 31 provincial-level territories reported zero new cases on March 3,
with only four new confirmed cases and 91 new suspected cases outside Hubei Province
{link<http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqfkdt/202003/c588ee20113b4136b27f2a07faa7075b.sht
ml>). [Note: According to reports by the provincial health commissions, two of the four AMEMBASSY
3/3/2020 |new confirmed cases an March 3 were among travelers returning to China from Italy and BELING 20 BEIJING 438
Iran. End note.] The total number of confirmed cases reported to date stoed at 80,270.
Another 38 deaths reported on March 3 (37 of which occurred in Hubei), bringing total
reported deaths to 2,981. With an additional 2,652 patients discharged from the hospital,
about 62 percent of patients confirmed with COVID-19 have now recovered and been
released. The number of current suspected cases dropped to 520 {of which 340 were in
Hubei}, while the number of close contacts under medical observation fell to 36,432.
“WHO Direct
WHO chief Tedros plays down the risk of asymptomatic silent carriers, citing official PRC General‘ls.rec or
data: “COVID-19 does not transmit as efficiently as influenza, from the data we have so far, .
o . . . . o opening remarks
With influenza, people who are infected bat not yet sick are major drivers of transmission, WHO March lat the media
3/3/2020 |which does not appear to be the case for COVID-19. Evidence from China is that only 1% of ’3 briefine on COVID
reported cases do not have symptoms, and most of those cases develop symptoms within 1913 iﬂarch
two days.” Later reports cited classified PRC data showing up to 33% of cases were 020" WHO

asymptomatic (see March 22).

March 3, 2020.
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{U) More than Half of Reported Wuhan Cases-and Nearly Two-Thirds of Cases Nationwide-
Treated and Discharged: China's National Health Commission {NHC) reported 139 new
confirmed cases and 143 new suspected cases in Mainland China on March 4 as of 24:00,
with only five new confirmed cases and 72 new suspected cases outside Hubei Province
{link<http://www.nhc.gov.cn/xcs/yqfkdt/202003/6e0243317786402d8eal62fb5b80b5a0.sh

3/4/2020 tml=}. The total number of confirmedlcases r?ported to date stood at 80,409. Another 31 AMEMBASSY 20 BELIING 448
deaths were reported on March 4 (all in Hubei}, and total reported deaths reached 3,012. BEIJING
With an additional 2,189 patients discharged from the hospital, about 65 percent of
patients confirmed with COVID-19 have now recovered and been released, including about
53 percent of patients in Wuhan. The number of current suspected cases dropped to 522
{with 315 in Hubei). The number of close contacts under medical observation, meanwhile,
fell to 32,870.
China has added the antibody diagnosis method for COVID-19 and its relevant criteria in the PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
3/4/2020 country's latest diagnosis and treatment scheme, which also includes warning against Health .cnf2020-
transmission via aerosol or contact due to environmental pollution caused by the Commission 03/20/¢c_78021.h
excrement and urine of patients. tm
http://en.nhc.gov
Chinese health authority unveiled the latest version of the national diagnosis and treatment PRC National cn?Z{DIZO &
3/4/2020 |plan for COVID-19 which includes the results of autopsies of two victims and pathological Health '
. L . 03/20/c_78021.h
observation based on needle biopsies. Commission tm
http://en.nhc.gov
: . . . PRC National p:// &
3/5/2020 A team of Chinese doctors successfully 3D-printed the model of the nidus of a patient Health .cnf2020-
infected with the coronavirus. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
http://en.nhc.gov
. . . PRC National | P/ 8
Chinese doctors proved for the first time that the novel coronavirus can cause damage to .cn/2020-
3/5/2020 . , Health
patients' central nervous system. o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission
tm
http://en.nhc.gov
) . . . PRC National p:// &
3/5/2020 The daily count of newly cured and discharged cases in Hubei exceeded the number of Health .cn/2020-
newly confirmed cases for 15 consecutive days since Feb 19. Commission 03/20/c_78021.h

tm
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http://en.nhc.gov

The People's Bank of China said that more than 7 million payment transactions related to PRC National cn/2020
3/5/2020 |the prevention and control of the epidemic had been handled through its payment and U Health 63/20/c 28021h
clearing system, involving an aggregate amount of 6 trillion yuan as of March 2. Commission m - '

{U) New Cases Qutside Wuhan Almost All from Overseas: China's National Health
Commission (NHC) reported 183 new confirmed cases in Mainland China between 0:00 on
March 6 and 23:59 on March 8, of which 151 were in Wuhan
(link<http://weekly.chinacde.cn/news/TrackingtheEpidemic.htm#NHCMar09>). "Imported
cases” of persons traveling to China from other countries accounted for another 31 cases
(22 of which were reported in Gansu Province). In other words, NHC reported only cne new

AMEMBASSY
3/6/2020 |confirmed case in Mainland China outside Wuhan over the weekend of a person who PRC U 20 BEUJING 448
- . . . . . . BEIIING
health authorities said was infected in China; all others were believed to have been infected
overseas before traveling to China. By 23:59 on March 8, the share of COVID-19 patients in
Mainland China who had been treated and discharged from the hospital increased to about
73 percent of total lab-confirmed cases reported to date. Reported deaths, meanwhile,
rose to 3,119, with 77 new deaths reported between March 6 and March 8 {of which 76
occurred in Hubei Province),
http://en.nhc.gov
China has continued to optimize the utilization of drugs and therapies in the treatment of PRC National cn?Z{DIZO &
3/6/2020 |the disease to block the conversion of mild cases to severe cases and save critically ill U Health '
. o 03/20/c_78021.h
patients. Commission
tm
http://en.nhc.gov
. . .. , , PRC National 0:// &
3/6/2020 The number of newly COVID-19 cases in China dropped to double digits for the first time U Health .cnf2020-
since Jan 20, o 03/20/c_78021.h
Commission tm
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{U) Rapidly Declining Prevalence of Reported COVID-19 Cases...: The rate of new reported
cases in Mainland China has slowed to a trickle, as 80 percent of prefectures and cities
representing about 81 percent of the countrys population have gone at least 14 consecutive
days without reporting a new case (Figure 1). By March 12, the current prevalence of
COVID-19 in prefectures and cities outside Hubei had dropped to less than one case per
million residents, down from about seven on February 9 (Figure 2}, as about 74 percent of
cities and prefectures were reportedly COVID-19 free, with zera confirmed cases under AMEMBASSY
3/12/2020 treatment. [Note: The number of current cases is total lab-confirmed cases net of deaths v BEIJING 20 BEVING 498
and discharged patients. Prevalence is estimated per the 2010 census population. End
note.] Although the prevalence of current COVID-19 cases of Hubei Province stood at 252
per million residents as of March 12, it was down by nearly 182 cases per million from
February 9, as the rate at which patients in Hubei have been treated and discharged from
the hospital has far outpaced the rate of new reported infections.
. . . . o PRC National http://en.nhc.gov
Eight newly confirmed cases were reported on the Chinese mainland, the first time for the .cn/2020-
3/12/2020 |, . . U Health
figure to drop to a single digit. o 03/20/¢_78021.h
Commission
tm
https://securingd
emocracy.gmfus.
German  |org/analyzing-
3/12/2020 ZHAQ Lijian tweets acticle titled: "COVID-19: Further Evidence that the Virus Originated in U Marshall Fund|chinas-

the U.5." Which was then retweeted by Chinese ambassadors in 12 countries.

of the United
States

coronavirus-
propaganda-
messaging-in-
europe/
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CCTV publishes findings from State Supervision Commission investigation into Dr LI

http://m.news.cc
tv.com/2020/03/
19/ARTIrEO6NZS

3/19/2020 CCTV wKzeVnNIyBgTM
Wenlian
'ang 200319.shtml |
https://archive.v
n/EY0eS
http: .nhc,
Chinese mainland reported zero increase in domestically transmitted COVID-19 cases for PRC National cn?Z/O/;g nhe-gov
3/19/2020 |March 18. Wuhan, which was once worst hit by the coronavirus outbreak, reported no Health )
) o 03/20/c_78021.h
newly confirmed cases for the same day. Commission m
Jason Gale,
“Coronanvirus
C Without
Experts worldwide call for expanded testing and greater transparency regarding Sarifstor:’ns :u ]
u
3/22/2020 |asymptomatic “silent carriers,” as evidence mounts from countries such as Iceland that as Bloomberg c\’;” for Widepr
many as 50% of positive cases may be asymptomatic. Tests.”
Bloomberg,
March 22, 2020.
Josephine Ma et
al., “A third of
Reports emerge of classified PRC government data showing a far higher rate of Coronavirus cases
asymptomatic iliness in China than previously disclosed. Per South China Morning Post, the may be ‘silent
classified data show some 43,000 people in China tested positive without symptoms by the ca r‘:iers s
3/22/2020 |end of February, representing one-third of cases. But PRC officials excluded these cases SCMP ’

from their public count. When epidemialogists from the Chinese CDC published a paper on
Feb. 24, they cited only 889 asymptomatic patients out of 44,672 confirmed cases as of Feb.
11, a rate of only 2%.

classified Chinese
data suggests,”
South China
Morning Post,
March 22, 2020.
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3/23/2020

5Bt Recent studies and case data from other countries have revealed that asymptomatic
infections may represent a much higher percentage of total infections than originally
thought. PRC officials did not include asymptomatic cases in publicly available reports as
they did not meet the case definition designated for confirmed cases. Citing unpublished
official documents, however, South China Morning Post reported on March 23 that the PRC
had identified more than 40,000 asymptomatic cases in China. Researchers at Huazhong
University of Science and Technology estimated that asymptomatic cases could represent
30-60 percent of all COVID-19 infections in China.

AMEMBASSY
BELING

20 BEUING 614

3/24/2020

WIV publishes RaTG13 complete genome

NCBI

https://www.ncbi
.nlm.nih.gov/nuc

core/MNS96532.

1

3/25/2020

(5BHH The ability of the PRC to properly adhere to international biosafety and biosecurity
standards has even greater implications globally as China constructs biosafety facilities for
other countries. During the 2014 Ebola outbreak in West Africa, the PRC government
provided Sierra Leone a mobile BSL-3 laboratory and subsequently established the BSL-3
Sierra Leone-China Friendship Biological Safety Laboratory {SLE-CHN Biosafety Lab} in
2015. [Nate: Chinese media claimed the SLE-CHN Bigsafety Lab met WHO biosafety
standards, which Post Beijing was unable to verify. End Note]. On March 25, Iraq opened a
new PRC-built laboratory in Baghdad as part of China's assistance to Iraq for combatting
COVID-15. With the new laboratory, Iragi Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Health
Asaad Mahdi said Iraq could conduct 1,000 COVID-19 tests per day. Africa CDC also
welcomed PRC public health assistance in enhancing its laboratory system capacity as
COVID-19 struck African countries.

AMEMBASSY
BELING

20 BEUING 365

3/26/2020

China bars entry of all foreigners in attempt to limit virus spread. This measure is harsher
than the travel restrictions of other countries that Beijing had criticized just weeks before.

Politico

Doug Palmer,
“China closes
border to foreign
travelers,”
Palitico, March
26, 2020.
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3/27/2020

Photographs and reports surface of many thousands of urns at Wuhan funeral homes,
raising doubts about government claims that the virus caused only about 2,500 deaths in
Wuhan and 3,200 in China. Local Wuhan social media users estimate, based on the daily
capacity of incinerators, that more than 40,000 may have died there.

Radio Free
Asia

“Urns in Wuhan
Prompt New
Questions of
Virus’s Toll,”
Bloomberg News,
March 27, 2020.
“Estimates Show
Wuhan Death
Toll Far Higher
Than Official
Figure,” Radio
Free Asia, March
27, 2020.

3/28/2020

{581 The lack of public information on asymptomatic cases has exacerbated the difficulty
of detecting and preventing the transmission of COVID-19, especially when contact tracing
failed. On March 28, NHC reported a new case in Henan province where an asymptomatic
case of COVID-19 transmitted the virus to a friend who unknowingly transmitted the disease
to two people. Public health authorities eventually tracked the asymptomatic cases down,
but the three individuals already had close contact with 68 other individuals before
undergoing quarantine for symptom monitoring. Public health experts have worried that
these types of cases would become more frequent as restrictions in Hubei province and
the rest of the country eased, creating higher risks for a resurgence of COVID-19 to a
susceptible population.

AMEMBASSY
BEHING

20 BEUING 614
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{584 Despite the PRC governments multiple lines of effort to transform China into a
respected global science leader (refs A-F}, recent policies regarding publication of COVID-
19 scientific research appear to be incompatible with international scientific principles of
transparency and openness. The Science and Technology Department of Hubei Province,
in Wuhan, issued in March the Notice on Strengthening the Management and Control of

AMEMBASSY

3/31/2020 |Research on the Prevention and Control of COVID-19" {). The Notice calls for researchers BASBY BELING 20 BENJING B94
in Hubei to submit COVID-19-related papers to the Joint Prevention and Control
Mechanism, a group run by the central governments top administrative authority, the
State Council, for review prior to publication. The Notice also reminds researchers to
conform to national interests and promote ethical behavior, and emphasizes the
importance of lab safety.
Chong Koh Ping,
“China’s
Coronavirus
Chinese National Health Commission announces for the first time that it excluded from its Count Excluded
national tally people who had the virus but without symptoms, and that as of April 1 it Infected People
3/31/2020 . . ) . . . . U wslJ .
would begin including these in the tally “in order to respond to society’s concern in a timely With No
manner.” Symptoms,” The
Wall Street
Journal, March
31, 2020.
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4/1/2020

{U) Since January, China's National Health Commission (NHC) has revised its diagnosis and
reporting guidelines for COVID-19 several times but, until now, had not included lab-
confirmed but asymptomatic persons as reportable cases. Until April 1, NHC reported
only confirmed and suspected COVID-19 cases. Under NHC guidelines, patients reported as
"suspected"” and "confirmed” cases of COVID-19 must show some sign of illness, such as
fever, cough, or radiographic pneumonia, usually in combination with evidence of possible
exposure, whether through contact with an infected person or travel to an affected area.
Per the current guidelines, in addition to the epidemiological and clinical criteria for
suspected cases, confirmed cases must also be diagnosed through a respiratory or blood
specimen test. [Note: On February 12, NHC had re-defined "confirmed" cases to also
include "clinically diagnosed" patients in Hubei Province who exhibited pneumonia-like
symptoms on chest scans in the absence of a positive lab test. NHC reversed this decision a
week later. End note.] Patients who later develop symptoms are shifted to the category of
"confirmed" cases. PRC officials have maintained that the rationale for excluding
asymptomatic cases from the case definitions was to ensure resources were directed to
patients showing illness. [Note: Directing tests towards ill patients is a sensible approach
for case finding especially when laboratory resources are limited. A serosurvey, which is
often conducted later in an outbreak, is the best approach for identifying the true burden
of asymptomatic cases. End Note] In practice, however, the exclusion of asymptomatic
cases from the official reports for COVID-19 in China has resulted in a lack of public
information on the presence of such cases, as provincial health authorities had not been
required to include such cases in their daily reports until now.

AMEMBASSY
BEIUING

20 BEUING 614

4/3/2020

CCP admits Wuhan law enforcement actions against wistlblower doctor Li Wenliang was
"irregular™ and "improper" and declared Li a "martyr"

Business
Insider

https://www.busi
nessinsider.com/
coronavirus-china
li-wenliang-
whistleblower-
doctor-martyr-
2020-4
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Stephanie
Kirchgaessner et
al, “China
Chinese universities publish online—and then apparently delete—new guidelines stating clamping down
4/11/2020 [that academic papers on the origin of the novel coronavirus can be published only with the U The Guardian |on coronavirus
approval of the Ministry of Science and Technology. research, deleted
pages suggest,”
The Guardian,
April 11, 2020.
The Guardian publishes article reports that "China is cracking down on publication of
academic research about the origins of the novel coronavirus, in what is likely to be part of
a wider attempt to control the narrative surrounding the pandemic, documents published
. . L ) ) . https://www.the
online by Chinese universities appear to show." "Two websites for leading Chinese dian.com/wo
universities appear to have recently published and then removedpages that reference a ?Iljij:r2020}apr/11/
new policy requiring academic papers dealing with Covid-19 to undergo extravetting before china-clamping-
4/11/2020 |they are submitted for publication." .... "China University of Geosciences (Wuhan} appears U The Guardian doWNn-0-
to have published and then deleted new requirements that academic papers dealing with coronavirus-
the origins of the virus be approved by China’s ministry of science and technology before
I . . . research-deleted-
publication." and "A separate document obtained by the Guardian, which could not be
independently verified, appears to be from the Renmin Hospital of Wuhan University and pages-suggest
also said publication of research into the origins of Covid-19 would need approval from the
science and technology ministry."
{5BHH The National People’s Congress was also planning to unveil new biosafety laws and
regulations for public health institutions and laboratories managing infectious diseases, AMEMBASSY
4/13/2020 |Peking University Dean of the School of Public Health Zheng told ESTH Officer on April 13. B5BY BELING 20 BEUING 365
He mentioned that discussions were even underway to elevate the status of public health
agencies such as China CDC.
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“Chinese
epicenter Wuhan
Wuhan raises its official tally of Covid-19 fatalities by 1,290, to nearly 3,900, blaming the raises number of
4/17/2020 [initial undercaunt on cases unrecognized, untreated, or underreparted by overstressed U AP virus cases by
hospitals. 1,290,
Associated Press,
April 17, 2020,
“Wuhan Lab
I~ . . . . . Denies Any Link
Yuan Zhiming, vice director of the Wuhan Institute of Virology and director of the Wuhan to First
4/18/2020 National E?iosafe.tyf Laboratory, telljs st?te broadcaster CGTN, “Ther? is absolutely T'IO way U Bloomberg | Coronavirus
that the virus originated from our institute. . . . | hope such a conspiracy theory will not Outbreak ”
affect cooperation among scientists around the world.” ’
Bloomberg News,
April 20, 2020.
https://www.reu
ters.com/article
WIV Communist Party chief claims “The WIV does not have the intention and the ability to Us health/ icle/
design and construct a new coronavirus,” he said in written responses to questions from coronavirus-china
Reuters. “Moreover, there is no information withinthe SARS-CoV-2 genome indicating it was lab/china-lab
manmade.”.... Yuan also rejected theories that the lab had accidentally released a . .
4/20/2020 L ) . . U Reuters rejects-covid-19-
coronavirus it had harvested frombats for research purposes, saying the lab’s biosecurity , .
. . . . . conspiracy-claims;
procedures were strictly enforced....“High-level biosafety labs have sophisticated protective i L
e . but-virus-origins-
facilities and strict measures to ensurethe safety of laboratory staff and protect the still-a-mystery
envirgnment from contamination,” he said. e -
idUSKCN22A0M
M
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4/30/2020

{581 During the COVID-19 outhreak, PRC authorities have doubled down on promoting
TCM [Traditional Chinese Medicine]. The Beijing Municipal Health Commission released a
draft regulation for public review on June 3 containing a section that would criminalize the
defamation of TCM. Public security officials would punish any individual or organization
found making false or exaggerated claims that denigrated and defamed TCM, according to a
section of the regulation entitled Protection and Inheritance of Traditional Chinese
Medicine. Dr. Yu Xiangdong, a senior Chinese medical professional at the Central Hospital
in Hubei province, who posted online comments in April pointing out that TCM
treatments for COVID-19 were not science-based, was censored and demoted for his
criticism...

€89 Chinas domestic market for TCM has grown at an average annual rate of more than
10 percent over the past five years, and was valued at $43.6 billion last year, accounting
for the vast majority of the global TCM market {which was estimated at $50 billion in 2017).
After the PRC signed health agreements with Ghana, Tanzania, Malawi, and Ethiopia, TCM
exports to Africa had doubled within five years to $80 million by 2017, demonstrating the
success of PRC efforts to promote TCM in other markets...

{58tH Embassy medical contacts, however, remained skeptical about the benefits of TCM
treatments for COVID-19 cases, citing a lack of clinical data to determine these treatments
effectiveness. Many TCM studies were based on empirical data rather than well-designed
and rigorously implemented double-blind, randomized, placebo-controlled clinical trials,
which are considered standard for medical research, stated an Embassy academic contact.

AMEMBASSY
BEUING

20 BEIJING 1272

SENSITIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED




FL-2022-00062 A-00000565067  "UNCLASSIFIED" 5/7/2024 Page 191
(B8R In April, the Ministry of Education (MOE) issued the Notice on the Publication of
COVID-19 Research Papers (), which requires researchers tracing the origins of COVID-19
to submit articles to the Joint Prevention and Control Mechanism for approval prior to
publicatien. In addition, research institutions must vet all of their scientists COVID-19
research and recommend whether to submit it to a domestic or international journal. The
. . ; : . . . AMEMBASSY
4/30/2020 |Notice further reminds researchers to protect biosecurity, abide by rules governing Chinas | B84 BELING 20 BEIJING 894
human genetic resources, and strive to produce high-quality papers. MOE did not publish
the Notice on its official website; rather, elite universities such as Fudan University and
the China University of Geociences in Wuhan published the directive on their websites,
noting it came from MOE. The universities quickly removed the Notice from their
websites after media reported on the new research restrictions.
Australia’s longest serving foreign minister says not since the Cold War has he seen an https://www.abc.
ambassadorbehave as "recklessly” as China’s ambassador to Australia did this week. The net.au/news/202
[Australian] Federal Government has described Ambassador Jingye Cheng’'s comments in an 0-04-30/china-
5/1/2020 interview with theAustralian Financial Review as "threats of economic coercion”.... "Not U ABC ambassador-
since the days of the Soviet Union have | seen an ambassador behave in such a reckless-over-
reckless,undiplomatic way. And what is the problem? | mean the Prime Minister has just €oranavirus-
said that there shouldbe an investigation," [former Australian foreign minister Alexander inquiry-downer-
Downer] told ABC RN’s Between The Lines. says/12200534
https://news.sky.
com/story/coron
China has refused repeated requests by the World Health Organisation to take part in avirus-who-not-
5/1/2020 |investigations into the origins of COVID-19, the WHO representative in China has told Sky U Sky News |invited-to-join-
News. chinas-covid-19-
investigations-
11981193
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Preprint study titled "No evience of coronaviruses or other potentially zoonatic viruses in
Sunda pangolins (Manis javanica) entering the wildlife trade via Malaysia" published findin
that "In light of recent reports of coronaviruses including a SARSCoV-2 related virus in Sunda
pangolins in China, the lack of any coronavirus detection in our ‘upstream’ market chain

https://www.bior
xiv.org/content/b

6/19/2020 samples suggests that these detections in ‘downstream’ animals more plausibly reflect U (Preprint) iorxiv/early/2020
exposure to infected humans, wildlife or other animals within the wildlife trade network" /06/19/2020.06.
Study conducted by EcoHealth Alliance, National Wildlife Forensic Laboratory {(Malaysian 19.158717.full.pd
Department of Wildlife and National Parks), Sabah Wildlife Department, Universiti Malaysia f
Sabah Biotechnology Research Institute, and Universiti Malaysia Sabah Faculty of Medicine
and Health Sciences.
{583 An outbreak of new COVID-19 cases stemming from the Xinfadi wholesale food
market in Beijing resulted in a return to control measures in China's capital. Between June
11 and 23, the city health commission reported 256 new confirmed cases. Authorities
responded quickly by reinstating many of the measures they had imposed in February and AMEMBASSY

6/23/2020 |March, including largescale testing, rigorous contact tracing, closed management of BAASBY BELING 20 BEUJING 1022

residential areas, and the closure of schools and large public events. Beijing has also
announced new requirements that domestic travelers show a negative nucleic acid test
result within seven days of departure and has discouraged non-essential travel. However,
testing is currently not required for outbound international travelers from Beijing.
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7/31/2020

WIV Scientist Dr SHI describes how the RaTG13 genome was identified. The following
description is inconsistent with the February 2020 Nature paper (according to Dr QUAY):
"We detected the virus by pan-coronavirus RT-PCR in a bat fecal sample collected from
Tongguan town, Maojiangcounty in Yunnan provincein 2013, and obtained its partial
RdRp sequence. Because the low similarity of this virus to SARS-CoV, we did not pay
special attention to this sequence. In 2018, as the NGS sequencing technology and
capability in ourlab was improved, we did further sequencing of the virus using our
remaining samples, and obtained the full-length genome sequence of RaTG13 except the
15 nucleotides at the 5’ end. As the sample was used many times for the purpose of viral
nucleic acid extraction, there was no more sample after we finished genome sequencing,
and we did notdo virus isolation and other studies on it. Among all the bat samples we
collected, the RaTG13 virus was detected in only one single sample. In 2020, we
compared the sequence of SARS-CoV-2 and ourunpublished bat coronavirus
sequences and found it shared a 96.2%identity with RaTG13. RaTG13 has never been
isolated or cultured."

Science
Magazine

https://www.scie
ncemag.org/sites
[default/files/Shi
%20Zhengli%20Q
&A.pdf

7/31/2020

WIV scientist Dr SHI, discloses BtCoV/4991 and RaTG13 are the same coronavirus "Some
people who suspect a lab accident occurred have suggested that BtCoV/4991, a
bat virus you described in 2016, is SARS-CoV-2. When you published, you only had
the sequence of one protein, RNA dependent RNA polymerase (RdRp}. A blast
analysis on GenBank shows that the RdRp of BtCoV/4991 and RaTG13 are 100%
homologous. [s BtCoV/4991 actually RaTG13, which would be consistent with your 2020
report that described how you did the full sequence of a virus you only had done the RdRp
sequence for earlier? If so, why did you rename the virus? What does “TG" stand forin
RaTG13?A:Rad4891 is the ID for a bat sample while RaTG13 is the ID for the coronavirus
detected in the sample. We changed the name as we wanted it to reflect the time and
location for the sample collection. 13 means it was collected in 2013, and TG is the
abbreviation of Tongguan town, the location where the sample was collected.”

Science
Magazine
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5B "Civil Justice for Victims of China-originated Viral Infection Diseases Act" Demarche:
PRC Ministry of Foreign Affairs Department of North American and Oceanic Affairs
Counselor Qiu Wenxin called POL MC on August 3 to protest the bill which that demands
revision of the Foreign Sovereignty Immunity Act, which he said would open "Pandora's AMEMBASSY
8/3/2020 Box" on the issue of sovereign immunity. POL MC said the PRC should express its concerns o77589 BEIING 20 BELING 573
to Congress directly, and pushed back forcefully on the threat of a Pandora's box, noting
that such threats only undermined PRC credibility and underscored the lack of rule of law
in PRC.
https://www.ncbi
) .nlm.nih.gov/nuc
10/13/2020 |WIV publishes updated TaTG13 complete genome U NCBI core/MN996532.
2
Frontiers in Public Health article titled "Lethal Pneumonia Cases in Majiang Miners (2012}
and the Mineshaft Could Provide Important Clues to the Origin of SARS-CoV-2" finds that "A
Master’s thesis {in the Chinese language) was found on the cnki.net website which
described in detail the severe iliness in miners. The thesis concluded that a SARS-like CoV
originating from Chinese horseshoe bats {Rhinolophus) was the predicted causative agent, https://www.fro
The cases were remotely monitored by a prominent pulmonologist in China. Retrospective Erontiers in ntiersin.org/articl
10/20/2020 [analysis of the pneumania cases shows striking similarities with COVID-19. Bilateral U Public Health es/10.3389/fpub
pneumonia, vascular complications like pulmonary thromboembolism, and secondary h.2020.581569/f
infections are the main similarities. The treatment regimes were similar to the current ull
treatments for COVID-19. We propose that the Mejiang mineshaft miners' illness could
provide important clues to the origin of SARS-CoV-2. These cases should be studied by
various academicians, researchers, and medical professionals as many important questions
are raised in this context."

SENSTTIVE BUT UNCEASSTFIED
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