
 
 
  

 
                                     

 Public Health Service 
 

National Institutes of Health  
Freedom of Information Office 

Building 31, Room 5B-35 
31 Center Drive, MSC 2107 

Bethesda, Maryland 20892-2107 
phone: (301) 496-5633 

fax: (301) 402-4541

Via Email: petesorenson@gmail.com 
 
December 28, 2022 
 
C. Pete Sorenson 
Sorenson Law Office 
PO Box 10836 
Eugene, Oregon, 97440 
 
Re: NIH FOIA Case No.: 54696; US Right to Know v. NIH, Case No. 20cv3196 
 
Dear Mr. Sorenson: 
 
This is a partial response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request that is the subject of 
the complaint filed in US Right to Know v. NIH, Case No. 20cv3196, now pending in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia. Your FOIA request, dated July 10, 2020, was 
received by the National Institutes of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) on the same day. 
 
You requested three parts pertaining to the following employees: 
 

1. Anthony Fauci, Director, National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID)  
2. Hugh Auchincloss, NIAID Principal Deputy Director  
3. Paula Bryant, Director, Office of Biodefense, Research Resources and Translational 

Research, NIAID  
4. F. Gray Handley, Associate Director for International Research Affairs  
5. Gayle Bernabe, Regional Program Officer, East Asia-Pacific, NIAID  
6. Heinz Ulrich Feldmann, Senior Investigator, Disease Modeling and Transmission 

Section, NIAID 
 
“For this FOIA request we are seeking copies of records created, received and/or in the 
possession of NIH, including cross-references. Specifically, we are seeking records that reflect 
communications – whether in writing or verbal communications that were later reduced to 
writing (including any emails and their attachments, non-email correspondence, or other forms of 
communication) – to, from, or in the possession of the above-named individuals -- containing 
any of the following keywords or domains:  

 
Part I of this request pertains to communications containing any of the following keywords or 
domains:  
 

• East China Normal University  
• Wuhan Institute of Virology OR WIV OR @wh.iov.cn  
• Wuhan Center for Disease Control and Prevention  
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• Wuhan University Institute of Medical Virology  
• EcoHealth Alliance OR EcoHealth OR @ecohealthalliance.org  
• Christophe Mérieux Laboratory located in Beijing  
 

Part II of this request pertains to communications containing any of the following combinations 
of keywords:  
  

• “China” within 25 “biothreat”  
• “China” within 25 “bioincident”  
• “China” within 25 “Dual Use Research of Concern” OR “China” AND “DURC” OR   

“China” within 25 “GOF”  
• “China” within 25 “biodefense”  
• “China” within 25 “US Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious Diseases” OR 

“China” within 25 “USAMRIID”  
 

For Part III, please search for all email correspondence to or from above listed employees– 
including attachments, CC and BCC – and the following person(s):  
 

• Fang Li OR lifang@umn.edu  
• George Gao OR gaof@im.ac.cn  
• Linfa Wang OR linfa.wang@duke-nus.edu.sg  
• Christian Bréchot OR cbrechot@usf.edu  
• Ralph Baric OR rbaric@email.unc.edu  
• Ian Lipkin OR wil2001@columbia.edu  
• James Le Duc OR jwleduc@utmb.edu  
• Thomas Ingelsby OR tinglesby@jhu.edu 

 
 
In accordance with the Court’s order dated September 30, 2021, we have processed 308 pages of 
responsive records this month. The information being withheld is protected from release 
pursuant to Exemptions 4 and 6 of the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (b)(4) and (b)(6); and sections 
5.31(d) and (f) of the HHS FOIA Regulations, 45 CFR Part 5.  Exemption 4 protects from 
disclosure trade secrets and commercial or financial information that is privileged and 
confidential  Exemption 6 exempts from disclosure records the release of which would cause a 
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.   
 
Please direct any questions regarding this response to Dedra Curteman of the Department of 
Justice, who can be reached at Dedra.Curteman@usdoj.gov, or (202) 252-2550. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
for Gorka Garcia-Malene 
Freedom of Information Act Officer, NIH 

mailto:lifang@umn.edu
mailto:gaof@im.ac.cn
mailto:linfa.wang@duke-nus.edu.sg
mailto:cbrechot@usf.edu
mailto:rbaric@email.unc.edu
mailto:wil2001@columbia.edu
mailto:jwleduc@utmb.edu
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