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Subject: RE:	
  Invita+on	
  to	
  Author	
  a	
  Policy	
  Brief	
  in	
  the	
  Series	
  "Perspec+ves	
  on	
  Science	
  Ma=ers"
Date: Sunday,	
  August	
  11,	
  2013	
  at	
  9:38:17	
  AM	
  Pacific	
  Daylight	
  Time
From: Roger	
  Beachy
To: SACHS,	
  ERIC	
  S	
  (AG/1000),	
  Juma,	
  Calestous,	
  plp39@cornell.edu,	
  Carl	
  E.	
  Pray,	
  Phillips,	
  Peter,

KalaitzandonakesN@missouri.edu,	
  kfolta@ufl.edu,	
  Tony	
  Shelton,	
  DShaw@research.msstate.edu
CC: Beth	
  Anne	
  Mumford

Eric:
	
  
Can  you  clarify  the  timeline  for  completing  these  pieces?    I  am  inclined  to  participate  as  indicated  to  Beth  Anne,  in  particular  if  others  on
this  mailing  list  are  involved.    It's  a  good  group  and  some  good  topics  -­  but  the  impact  will  be  lessened  unless  there  is  broad  participation.
	
  
A  suggestion:  Will  someone  include,  at  least  in  passing,  recognition  that  GM  technologies  are  part  of  a  portfolio  of  technologies  required
for  agriculture?    Perhaps  as  part  of  a  general  introduction.    Without  such,  it  may  appear  to  readers  that  we  are  pushing  a  technology  per
se  rather  than  a  technology  that  provides  potential  for  achieving  global  food  and  nutrition  security  as  well  as  economic  and  environmental
sustainability.
	
  
thanks
Roger

From: SACHS, ERIC S (AG/1000) [mailto:eric.s.sachs@monsanto.com]
Sent: Wed 8/7/2013 11:06 PM
To: Roger Beachy; 'Juma, Calestous'; Prabhu Pengali (plp39@cornell.edu); 'Carl E. Pray'; 'Phillips, Peter'; Nicholas Kalaitzandonakes
(KalaitzandonakesN@missouri.edu); Kevin M. Folta (kfolta@ufl.edu); Tony Shelton; David Shaw (DShaw@research.msstate.edu)
Cc: SACHS, ERIC S (AG/1000); 'Beth Anne Mumford'
Subject: Invitation to Author a Policy Brief in the Series "Perspectives on Science Matters"

All,
As	
  some	
  of	
  you	
  know	
  based	
  on	
  ini+al	
  contacts,	
  I	
  have	
  started	
  an	
  important	
  project	
  to	
  produce	
  a	
  series	
  of
short	
  policy	
  briefs	
  on	
  important	
  topics	
  in	
  the	
  agricultural	
  biotechnology	
  arena	
  called	
  “Perspec+ves	
  on	
  Science
Ma=ers.”	
  	
  Based	
  on	
  ini+al	
  feedback,	
  I	
  decided	
  to	
  reach	
  out	
  to	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  collec+vely.	
  	
  I	
  understand	
  and
appreciate	
  that	
  you	
  need	
  me	
  to	
  be	
  completely	
  transparent	
  and	
  I	
  am	
  keenly	
  aware	
  that	
  your	
  independence
and	
  reputa+ons	
  must	
  be	
  protected.	
  	
  I	
  hope	
  a_er	
  reviewing	
  this	
  message	
  you	
  will	
  support	
  the	
  vision	
  and	
  agree
to	
  author	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  briefs.	
  	
  Prospec+ve	
  authors	
  and	
  topics	
  are	
  listed	
  below.	
  
	
  
Individually	
  and	
  collec+vely	
  the	
  topics	
  were	
  selected	
  because	
  of	
  their	
  influence	
  on	
  public	
  policy,	
  GM	
  crop
regula+on	
  and	
  consumer	
  acceptance.	
  	
  The	
  specific	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  frame	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  important	
  issues	
  facing
biotechnology	
  with	
  reasoned	
  though`ul	
  messages	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  helps	
  thought	
  leaders	
  and	
  influencers	
  to
be=er	
  appreciate	
  the	
  growing	
  body	
  of	
  knowledge	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  safety	
  and	
  benefits	
  of	
  GM	
  crops.	
  	
  The
broader	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  elevate	
  the	
  public	
  dialogue	
  and	
  public	
  policy	
  discussion	
  from	
  its	
  current	
  over-­‐emphasis	
  on
perceived	
  risks	
  toward	
  a	
  broader	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  societal	
  benefits	
  of	
  GM	
  crops	
  and	
  needed
improvement	
  in	
  policies	
  that	
  are	
  unnecessarily	
  limi+ng	
  innova+on	
  in	
  the	
  biotechnology	
  arena.
	
  
I	
  am	
  convinced	
  that	
  this	
  ini+a+ve	
  to	
  publish	
  and	
  promote	
  seven	
  policy	
  briefs	
  on	
  agricultural	
  biotechnology
will	
  spark	
  new	
  opportuni+es	
  for	
  outreach	
  and	
  engagement	
  with	
  policy	
  makers	
  and	
  consumers.	
  	
  The	
  key	
  to
success	
  is	
  par+cipa+on	
  by	
  all	
  of	
  you	
  -­‐	
  recognized	
  experts	
  and	
  leaders	
  with	
  the	
  knowledge,	
  reputa+on	
  and
communica+on	
  experience	
  needed	
  to	
  communicate	
  authorita+vely	
  to	
  the	
  target	
  groups.	
  	
  You	
  represent	
  an
elite	
  group	
  whose	
  credibility	
  will	
  be	
  strengthened	
  by	
  working	
  together.	
  	
  Naturally,	
  if	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  add	
  a
co-­‐author	
  that	
  is	
  en+rely	
  up	
  to	
  you	
  and	
  welcome.
	
  
To	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  policy	
  briefs	
  have	
  the	
  greatest	
  impact,	
  the	
  American	
  Council	
  for	
  Science	
  &	
  Health	
  is
partnering	
  with	
  CMA	
  Consul+ng	
  to	
  drive	
  the	
  project.	
  	
  The	
  completed	
  policy	
  briefs	
  will	
  be	
  offered	
  on	
  the	
  ACSH
web	
  site.	
  	
  The	
  series	
  of	
  briefs	
  as	
  envisioned	
  will	
  facilitate	
  policy	
  maker	
  engagement	
  and	
  serve	
  as	
  a	
  basis	
  for
supplemental	
  knowledge	
  mobiliza+on	
  to	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  audiences.	
  	
  Both	
  ACSH	
  and	
  CMA	
  have	
  exper+se	
  to
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leverage	
  experts,	
  knowledge	
  and	
  key	
  messages	
  to	
  serve	
  the	
  project	
  goals.	
  	
  CMA	
  Consul+ng	
  will	
  manage	
  the
process	
  of	
  producing	
  the	
  policy	
  briefs.	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  important	
  element	
  because	
  Monsanto	
  wants	
  the	
  authors	
  to
communicate	
  freely	
  without	
  involvement	
  by	
  Monsanto.	
  	
  As	
  the	
  process	
  develops,	
  CMA	
  and	
  ACSH	
  will
coordinate	
  web	
  site	
  pos+ng	
  and	
  promo+on.	
  	
  CMA	
  and	
  ACSH	
  also	
  will	
  merchandize	
  the	
  policy	
  briefs,	
  including
development	
  of	
  media-­‐specific	
  materials,	
  such	
  as	
  op-­‐eds,	
  blog	
  pos+ngs,	
  speaking	
  engagements,	
  events,
webinars,	
  etc.
The	
  briefs	
  will	
  cover	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  important	
  topics	
  and	
  themes.	
  	
  Some	
  background	
  is	
  included	
  below	
  but	
  this	
  is
only	
  a	
  sugges+on.	
  	
  As	
  the	
  author,	
  you	
  will	
  know	
  how	
  to	
  best	
  approach	
  the	
  topic	
  and	
  are	
  free	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  in	
  your
own	
  way.
	
  

MeeEng	
  World	
  Challenges	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Carl	
  Pray	
  and	
  Prabhu	
  Pengali

Background:	
  	
  Explore	
  the	
  ways	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  GM	
  crops	
  and	
  foods	
  can	
  help	
  to	
  address	
  many	
  of
the	
  world’s	
  most	
  pressing	
  challenges	
  and	
  improve	
  the	
  global	
  standard	
  of	
  living	
  today	
  and	
  for	
  future
genera+ons.	
  Specifically,	
  discuss	
  how	
  GM	
  technology	
  helps	
  address	
  key	
  policy	
  concerns,	
  such	
  as
shrinking	
  agricultural	
  resources	
  (land,	
  water),	
  food	
  security,	
  food	
  affordability	
  and	
  environmental
sustainability.	
  In	
  addi+on,	
  provide	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  the	
  challenges	
  inherent	
  in	
  farming	
  and	
  how	
  GM
technology	
  addresses	
  these	
  challenges	
  by	
  providing	
  farmers	
  with	
  beneficial	
  tools	
  for	
  on-­‐farm
management.

SEfling	
  InnovaEon	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Peter	
  Phillips

Background:	
  	
  Discuss	
  how	
  over	
  burdensome	
  regula+on	
  of	
  GM	
  crops	
  and	
  food	
  s+fles	
  the	
  innova+on
and	
  technological	
  advancements	
  important	
  for	
  helping	
  support	
  global	
  food	
  security	
  and	
  improve
overall	
  quality	
  of	
  life.	
  Consider	
  the	
  limita+ons	
  to	
  innova+on	
  and	
  advancements	
  in	
  GM	
  technology
that	
  results	
  from	
  a	
  regulatory	
  process	
  that	
  dismisses	
  posi+ve	
  scien+fic	
  conclusions	
  and	
  assumes
molecular	
  modifica+on	
  techniques	
  carry	
  a	
  higher	
  risk	
  than	
  other	
  techniques	
  used	
  to	
  generate	
  new
crop	
  varie+es.	
  

Holding	
  AcEvists	
  Accountable	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Kevin	
  Folta

Background:	
  	
  Demonstrate	
  how	
  ac+vists’	
  messages	
  and	
  tac+cs	
  regarding	
  Gene+cally	
  Modified	
  (GM)
crops	
  and	
  plant	
  biotechnology	
  undermine	
  worldwide	
  efforts	
  to	
  ensure	
  a	
  safe,	
  nutri+ous,	
  plen+ful	
  and
affordable	
  food	
  supply	
  using	
  responsible	
  and	
  sustainable	
  agricultural	
  prac+ces.	
  Provide	
  examples	
  of
ac+vist	
  campaigns	
  that	
  spread	
  false	
  informa+on	
  that	
  goes	
  unchallenged	
  and	
  results	
  in	
  further	
  erosion
of	
  the	
  public’s	
  confidence	
  in	
  agricultural	
  innova+on.	
  Detail	
  how	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  these	
  efforts	
  if	
  not
challenged	
  ul+mately	
  would	
  limit	
  consumer	
  choice,	
  increase	
  food	
  prices,	
  decrease	
  farmer	
  viability,
and	
  undermine	
  global	
  food	
  security.

GM	
  Crop	
  Safety	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Roger	
  Beachy

Background:	
  	
  Address	
  consumer	
  and	
  policy-­‐maker	
  concerns	
  that	
  GM	
  crops	
  and	
  foods	
  are	
  not
adequately	
  tested	
  for	
  safety	
  compared	
  to	
  other	
  crop	
  and	
  food	
  products	
  approved	
  for	
  human
consump+on.	
  Explain	
  early	
  GM	
  crop	
  evalua+on,	
  event	
  selec+on,	
  equivalence	
  characteriza+on	
  and
product	
  safety	
  assessment	
  through	
  each	
  step	
  of	
  development	
  and	
  regulatory	
  assessment;	
  and	
  detail
how	
  this	
  comprehensive	
  process	
  meets	
  the	
  same	
  stringent	
  scien+fic	
  and	
  regulatory	
  standards
developed	
  for	
  other	
  crop	
  and	
  food	
  products.

Consequences	
  of	
  RejecEng	
  GM	
  Crops	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Calestous	
  Juma
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Background:	
  	
  Explore	
  the	
  issues	
  and	
  consequences	
  within	
  both	
  developed	
  and	
  developing	
  countries
that	
  lead	
  to	
  rejec+on	
  of	
  or	
  barriers	
  to	
  adop+on	
  of	
  GM	
  crop	
  and	
  food	
  technology	
  at	
  the	
  farmer,
consumer	
  and	
  regulatory	
  level.	
  Understand	
  the	
  combina+on	
  of	
  issues;	
  including	
  consumer	
  and
poli+cal	
  resistance,	
  food	
  safety	
  and	
  public	
  health	
  fears,	
  concerns	
  about	
  biodiversity	
  and	
  biological
safety,	
  restric+ve	
  regula+on,	
  and	
  lack	
  of	
  informa+on	
  (or	
  existence	
  of	
  misinforma+on)	
  about
intellectual	
  property	
  rights	
  that	
  create	
  barriers	
  to	
  GM	
  acceptance.	
  Detail	
  the	
  consequences,	
  including
impacts	
  on	
  yield,	
  household	
  income,	
  food	
  security	
  and	
  social	
  impacts,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  on	
  pes+cide	
  use,
health	
  risks	
  from	
  pes+cide	
  exposure	
  and	
  on	
  biodiversity	
  that	
  result.

Sustainable	
  Crop	
  Systems	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Tony	
  Shelton	
  and	
  David	
  Shaw
Background:	
  	
  Detail	
  how	
  GM	
  crop	
  technology	
  provides	
  farmers	
  with	
  safe,	
  efficient	
  and	
  effec+ve	
  tools
to	
  manage	
  crop	
  pests	
  (insects/weeds/disease),	
  delivers	
  environmental	
  benefits,	
  increases	
  yields	
  and
improves	
  produc+vity.	
  Specifically	
  discuss	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  GM	
  crops	
  containing	
  herbicide	
  tolerant	
  (HT)	
  and
insect	
  resistance	
  (IR)	
  traits	
  and	
  the	
  risk	
  versus	
  benefit	
  of	
  their	
  use.	
  In	
  addi+on,	
  detail	
  how	
  educa+onal
outreach	
  and	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  responsible	
  use	
  can	
  address	
  public	
  concerns	
  about	
  plant	
  resistance	
  and	
  the
environmental/eco-­‐system	
  impacts	
  of	
  GM	
  crop	
  technology.

Responsible	
  Choice	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  ?
Background:	
  	
  Explore	
  the	
  compe+ng	
  issues	
  inherent	
  in	
  crop	
  produc+on	
  used	
  for	
  food	
  versus	
  crop
produc+on	
  used	
  for	
  fuel	
  and	
  highlight	
  the	
  role	
  GM	
  crop	
  technology	
  can	
  play	
  in	
  ensuring	
  we	
  can
adequately	
  increase	
  produc+on	
  and	
  balance	
  our	
  needs	
  for	
  food,	
  feed,	
  fiber	
  and	
  fuel.

	
  
Your	
  role	
  would	
  be	
  to	
  write	
  a	
  short	
  brief	
  aimed	
  at	
  a	
  broad	
  audience,	
  including	
  academics,	
  opinion	
  leaders,
policy-­‐makers,	
  regulators	
  and	
  other	
  influencers.	
  	
  Each	
  brief	
  should	
  be	
  about	
  4-­‐6	
  pages	
  in	
  length	
  and	
  include
key	
  themes	
  and	
  messages	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  specific	
  topic,	
  recommenda+ons,	
  and	
  a	
  call	
  to	
  ac+on.	
  	
  The	
  briefs	
  will
serve	
  as	
  the	
  founda+on	
  for	
  further	
  outreach	
  and	
  engagement	
  to	
  extended	
  audiences	
  and	
  the	
  broader	
  public
via	
  supplemental	
  media	
  pla`orms,	
  including	
  allied	
  organiza+ons	
  web	
  sites,	
  blogs	
  and	
  social	
  media.	
  Be
assured	
  that	
  nothing	
  will	
  ever	
  be	
  distributed	
  under	
  your	
  authorship	
  unless	
  you	
  have	
  approved	
  the	
  contents
and	
  use	
  in	
  its	
  en+rety.
	
  
I	
  have	
  copied	
  Beth	
  Anne	
  Mumford	
  of	
  CMA	
  (www.cmabuildtrust.com)	
  because	
  she	
  and	
  her	
  colleagues	
  that
have	
  been	
  working	
  on	
  this	
  ini+a+ve.	
  	
  Please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  contact	
  Beth	
  Anne	
  if	
  you	
  con+nue	
  to	
  have	
  ques+ons.	
  
Of	
  course	
  you	
  can	
  contact	
  me	
  as	
  well	
  but	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  step	
  aside	
  so	
  that	
  I	
  don’t	
  compromise	
  the	
  project.
	
  
This	
  will	
  be	
  an	
  important	
  project	
  and	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  lead	
  to	
  increased	
  engagement	
  on	
  cri+cal	
  topics	
  that	
  are
barriers	
  to	
  broader	
  use	
  and	
  acceptance	
  of	
  GM	
  crops	
  globally.	
  	
  You	
  are	
  the	
  best	
  possible	
  messengers	
  and	
  I
hope	
  you	
  will	
  make	
  +me	
  to	
  par+cipate.	
  
	
  
Warm	
  Regards,
	
  
Eric
	
  
	
  
Eric	
  Sachs
Regulatory	
  Policy	
  &	
  Scien+fic	
  Affairs
Desk:	
  (314)	
  694-­‐1709
Mobile:	
  (314)	
  637-­‐7650
Eric.S.Sachs@monsanto.com

	
  

http://www.cmabuildtrust.com/
mailto:Eric.S.Sachs@monsanto.com
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This	
  e-­‐mail	
  message	
  may	
  contain	
  privileged	
  and/or	
  confiden+al	
  informa+on,	
  and	
  is	
  intended	
  to	
  be	
  received	
  only	
  by
persons	
  en+tled
to	
  receive	
  such	
  informa+on.	
  If	
  you	
  have	
  received	
  this	
  e-­‐mail	
  in	
  error,	
  please	
  no+fy	
  the	
  sender	
  immediately.	
  Please
delete	
  it	
  and
all	
  a=achments	
  from	
  any	
  servers,	
  hard	
  drives	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  media.	
  Other	
  use	
  of	
  this	
  e-­‐mail	
  by	
  you	
  is	
  strictly
prohibited.

All	
  e-­‐mails	
  and	
  a=achments	
  sent	
  and	
  received	
  are	
  subject	
  to	
  monitoring,	
  reading	
  and	
  archival	
  by	
  Monsanto,	
  including
its
subsidiaries.	
  The	
  recipient	
  of	
  this	
  e-­‐mail	
  is	
  solely	
  responsible	
  for	
  checking	
  for	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  "Viruses"	
  or	
  other
"Malware".
Monsanto,	
  along	
  with	
  its	
  subsidiaries,	
  accepts	
  no	
  liability	
  for	
  any	
  damage	
  caused	
  by	
  any	
  such	
  code	
  transmi=ed	
  by	
  or
accompanying
this	
  e-­‐mail	
  or	
  any	
  a=achment.

The	
  informa+on	
  contained	
  in	
  this	
  email	
  may	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  the	
  export	
  control	
  laws	
  and	
  regula+ons	
  of	
  the	
  United
States,	
  poten+ally
including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  the	
  Export	
  Administra+on	
  Regula+ons	
  (EAR)	
  and	
  sanc+ons	
  regula+ons	
  issued	
  by	
  the	
  U.S.
Department	
  of
Treasury,	
  Office	
  of	
  Foreign	
  Asset	
  Controls	
  (OFAC).	
  	
  As	
  a	
  recipient	
  of	
  this	
  informa+on	
  you	
  are	
  obligated	
  to	
  comply	
  with
all
applicable	
  U.S.	
  export	
  laws	
  and	
  regula+ons.


