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More detailed readout from the Canadian Embassy via Bayer on SEMARNAT’s meeting with ag attaches
last Thurs than received from FAS.

From: Stephanie Murphy <SRBI :Ye"-com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2020 11:09 AM
To: Yang, Leslie S. EOP/USTR <Leslie_Yang@ustr.eop.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Mexico

Below is a summary of the meeting prepared by the Canadian Embassy that my colleagues in Mexico
just sent.

Informative session by SEMARNAT about the restrictions on the glyphosate herbicide

On February 12, 2020 Post attended an informative session organized by Mexico’s Ministry of
Environment and Natural Resources (SEMARNAT), to explain the situation with respect to the
glyphosate herbicide. Representatives from diplomatic missions, and officials from other
Mexican government departments, including: Agriculture (SADER), Economy (ECONOMIA) and
Health (COFEPRIS/SALUD), were invited to attend the session. Following is a summary of the
main points raised at the session:

¢ SEMARNAT noted that Mexico’s Secretary of Environment, Victor Manuel Toledo, is a
strong supporter of agro-ecology and one of its priorities is the reduction of pesticide use
that could be harmful for the environment and health.

e SEMARNAT claims to have scientific evidence about the dangerous effects of
glyphosate, and also plans to conduct a study particular for Mexico, with assistance from
international organizations.

o SEMARNAT noted that based on existing evidence and on a recommendation from the
National Commission of Human Rights (CNDH), the Mexican government has been






